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"Operation Fishe~ies" was the name we ' in . the Fisherie~ Di Visi~'n in Tokyo 
dubbed it. While this ·name appears i,n no official . War Department dispatches or 
communications, nevertheless the need for a trained fisher i es s taff fo r the' 
occupation of Japan ,was r eal ized by t ha t Department in the sun~cr of 1944. At 
t hat time the invasion of ~urope had been in progress only a ,few mdnths and the 
forceq of General MacArthur. and Admiral NL'7l i tz wer e still conc erned with the 
Philippines and other Pacific Islands. As a r esult of a c~ ll by the War Depart­
ment l a sma:U group of highly trained fi sher y specialists voluntee.red for mili t o.ry 
government duty a i m.ed at the Far East , In this group, which was augmented by a 
number of Army and Navy officers already in the mili tary forc es , we r e fishery 
technologists, economists, ' biologists and engineers . They were drawn from the 
Federal a nd state governments, fish canneri es and college faculti es . Afte r a 
.course in military tactics and government at the Army Schoo l for rli litary Govern­
ment a t the University o f Virginia, a. course on .tapan and in the Japanese l anguage 
atone of six universiti es, and combat training a t the Pres id io of Monte r ey , the 
group was s l(nt overseas to s er~e in General MacArthur's occupation forc es. 

The first t wo of ' the group arrived in Tokyo by way of t he Phi li lJpines around 
the middle of September, 1945 . Othe r memb8rs arrived a f ew wAeks later. The 
ma in body of the group was integr a t ed into th2 staff of the Suprome Commander 
for th e Alli ed Powers and later constitute d the nucleus of' the Fisheri e s Division 
of the Natural Resourc e s Section of that Command. . Others wer e a ssi gned to Korea, 
whe r e they became a part of the Military GQve rnmentOrgani zation of th e XXIV Corps. 
Still others , were 'assigned to military gove rnment ' teams wh i ch '1lP r e located in t he 
va~ious pref ecture s (s,t~tes) of Japan. As , time went on, t he staff of the Fish­
eri e s Division was augmented by fishery special ists from Austra lia ,' Canada, and 
Siam,_ as well as by s everal of the foremost f i/3hery scientists of Japan. At its 
hei gh t the staff numbered only a?out 25 persons. 

The mission of the Fisheries Division in Japa n was to r ecommend measures 
for the rehabilita tion of t he Japan ese fish eries to produce food and othe r marine 
products neede,d for consumption in J a pan, fron areas open to J apanese fisherme n; 
and to ' prepar e intelligence studies on fisheries whi c h would be of value in mee t­
ing the needs of the occupa,tion forces. The' J apanese Bureau of Fisheri es and tIle 
variousprefectura,i governIT18nts' continued to administer th e fish ery industry a nd 
private firms andi.ndividuals continued to op er a te it. 

*Now Assistant to Director:, Fish and Wildlife Se rvice', Washington, D. C. 
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':li h i Cl a f ? 'J dr.. S cd e r s urre n e r 1' i s n 
for securit~· r 8~sons , it '; 3. pe rm i t ed no 
La t er in Scp embe r secu ri y r e 
mi tted J apane s e vessels o f a ll s ize s R 

a r o nd tIl,,:;: four mai n i sl'l nds 0 J apa n . 
r egi s t e r b~fore makin~ he i r or ' inal oyo P . 
t ~r ee t o ,six undred n il es a t he f r her e s 
hundred miles . 

I t was estima t od ha t f i sh in i ::1 this '1rp" ,0 

fo r :' ish . As ' you a r e well awar e , t e J a panes e a r e 
eat e r s . f: v in n desire to eat f ish f or br~ai< fe s , 1 i ch ) _. A 

a week ; a nd prepa r ed i n cour se s r a:1 ':1 fro p firs 
l a st of ri c e , t ot a l f'i sh consumption in h .. ' I s l nds IiO 

t ons a nnua lly . Consu'nptio n per he d h:-ls b_c n e s L ,.a t ed u a n 
but i s proba bly more , nearly a bout 65 pounds . ~ven a t hf' 10 "e r f1 r e 

e p 

to 

o c 

of no other country eat so muc h fis'h . Hi ,.n production snd' co n s , p io. , ho,':pv 
depe nd upon l a r ge runs of s dines . In forme r y ea r s a s ~ ch 3.S ,. ill' on a • o r 
t ons of s a rdi nes have boe n t a ken annua lly 8round th e four m~in isla nds . . ecentl 
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however, t he catch of t h is s peci es has been d eclining . Ther efo r e, i t vas necessary 
in order to more nearly . a pproac h the .goal o f t hree millio n t o n s ~nnually , t o en~ 
l a rge the area from time to time . and ' to ' permi t some spec i a l ized types of fis h ing 
outside the area • . vVl1aling was· permit-ted, und er c ertai n r est ricti ons, around t h e 

. Bonin I s l a nds d,u ring t he winte-r . of 1945.- 46. Th is wa s i n an 'a r ea outsi de t he bas ic 
·· f ish i ng ·a rea establi sh ed ·in Se.ptemb-er,1945 . In June , 1 94 6 , t h e bas i c ar ea was 

a gain e nlarged b y t he Supr eme Commande r. Primary chang es we r e t b a t t he sout he r n 
and easte r n boundari es were moved further to sea a nd i nc l uded amo ng othe r areas t h E 
VJa t ers a round t h e Boni n I sla nds. Th i s p~rm i tted t he use of ma ny fishi ng vesse l s 
t ha t could not ope r ate eff i ci e ntly i n t h e more r estr ict ed zone . The principal 
s peci es c aught i n t his a r ea , wh i ch r eally embrac es t he coastwis e f i sheri es, a r e 
sar di nes , squ id , macker el, salmon , herring , t una and t unalik e f i shes , f l ound er s , 
s hrimp ,. boni to, t a i, codfish , and a ba l one . S eawee d i s also a n i mporta nt crop . 

Th e Sup r eme COmr:la nc1 e r a lso a uthorized t wo J apan ese whaling exped i tions· t o t he 
Ant a r c tic· f o r the s eason 1946-47. It i s es t i mated t ha t s ome 2 , 000 wha l e s'· wi ll be 
ca'..l:ght. Whi l e a . l a.r ge quanti t y of wh a l e o i l will be pr octiced , th e pri mar y purpose 
o i' the se expeditions is to secur e whale meat for f ood in J a pa n . The se and all 
othe r J a pane s e wha li ng activ i ti e s will b e c o nducted i n st r ic t accor danc e wi t h 
t h e p rov : s ions of a l l t h e I nterna tiona l ':Jhali ng ."'.g r eem en t s . . I n t h is connect ion 
t he J apanese , by directive , have a lso be en proh ibited f ro:n e nga g i ng i n pe l agi C 
fur sealing . 

I t was hop ed t ha t by t h es.e enla r gement s of t he bas ic fi sh i ng a r ea t ha t ,the 
goal of t h r e e million t ons W) uld be r ea c·h ed in a t we l ve - mo nth period . . . Binc e f i s h ­
i ng ' did not g e t we l l under wa y u ntil t he ea r l y ; s p r i ng of 1946, tlle goa l was not 
r eached i n t ha t yea r. I t i s be l i eve d , hO-N,we r , t ha t a bout 2~ nil l ion t o:1S wer e 
l anded which i s a bout t he s aIne or s l i ghtly clore tha n t h e t o t a l a nnua l l a n.dings of 
f i sh in t h e Uni ted St a t e s a nd Al aska . It i s likel~T t hat a ca t ch of t hr ee million 

. t ons will be r 3a ched i n 1 94 7. Th i s i s a ll for consurr~ption i n Japan . 

F i s h ing Cr a f t and Gear 

Du e t o th e ui' ent ne ed for f o od i n J apan , t he J a pa nes e Gover nme n.t a t t Le 
out s e t of t he occupa t ion .vas d i r ecte d t o ex p ed i t e t h e r ehabil i t a t ion of h ~3 i' f i sh­
eri es. Sh e was a dv i s ed t o pu t t o s ea t he cra f t .a nd gear t hen a va i l a blo a nd to 
be gin r e pa i r a nd co nstr uction of new equipment to mee t t he needs of th8 Jap~ne se 
p eop l e for f ish . The Supr eme Cormna nd er assisted by supplying f ue l oil, Gnd ot h er 
pe trol eum produc t s for t h e f i shing fl e e t Rnd r aw c ot t o n f o r t he rrrQnUf 8.cture of 
f i shing ne t s . Th ese products wer e de livered t o t he J a pa ne s e Gove r nme n t. f r om 
~~er ican sourc es o n credi t de rived f rom t h 3 sale of s i lk a nd othe r J apa ne s e prod ­
uc t s i n t h is country . The J apan es e Gove r nment in tu rn ·sel l s t he petrole um products 
to t h e f i s h i ng i ndus t r y a nd t he co tton t o ·n at a nd t wi ne manuf a ctu r e rs . No Lend ­
Lea se , no 1JNRR.A , no .Am-'.3 r ica n loa ns , a nd no America n s ubs i di es or othe r lik e m;~ans 
wer e ut ilized i n t he r eact ivation o f t he J a pa n os e fi s11 ing i ndust r y . The e nt ire 
problem was l eft . up to t h e J apa nes e t o solve , under r e s t ricti ons o r such a u t hor iza ­
t iong a s were "pe r mi tted . 

Conve ::;sel y , you ma y be s ur pri sed to l ear n t ha t t he J a pa ne se a sked fo r rIO 
assi sta nc e of t h i s k i nd . ·They onl y asked f o:': pe r mi s sion t o eh.sage in fis he r i e s 
a nd I 'c a n a s s ure you t ha t t he r e. wer e many s uc h r eques t s a nd tha t many we r e de n i ed . 
I n o ne Qr t wo c a s e s t hey did a s k t Q purc ha s e or cha rte r s eve r a l lar ge. Amer.i c'J.n 
ships which ·then were not be ing uiii:liz ed . They offere d t Q pay i n f i -sh'er y pro du cts . 
Up to the time o f my d.eparture from J a pa n, t he se requ ests ·ha d no t (be en 'f a vo r a b l y 
considered. . . 
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Fi s hing Harbors 

I n addit ion t o r ohabili t a ting he r fi shi ng fleet, J apan i s a l so tak ing steps 
to r epa ir and i mpr ove fi sh ing harbor s , s ome of wbi ch '1Jere badly d8l"'.n ged duri ng t l 
bombi ng . I a pre - war ye ars the J apanese Gover nment spent l arge suns i n the deve l c 
l:1 . .:; n t and a ctua l co nstr u cti on of fisGing ha rbors . "[hi le f i shin~ v i llages are 
located at ever y possibl e site a lo ng th e seacoast, sometirles 'wi t tin a f ew hU'1d r e ( 
yards of sacll o t he r, a nd na t u r a l ha r bors are p l entiful , considArable cO!1structiol 
has beeD ne cessar y t o make s ome port s near ood f i shing rounds usable in poor 
weatt e r . In adrlition , rauch work has been done to i..'nprove f i sh ha r bo r s by con­
struc t ions of piers l sheds, freez i ng and co l d s t orage r ooms , v/ar91:ou8es , ne t 
l o f t s, and the like . 

Usually the cost of t hese ente r pr i ses a re shared 01 a fifty - f i f t y basis 
by t h e cent ra l and prefectura l gove r nment s . I n a l l , some 135 f'isll l:a r bors 'Ne r e 
built prior to t he war. The cost was about 67 n:ill i on yen . At t r.::l. t t ille t he 
yen was valued a t t wo to four to t he dol19. r . As indi c ated , ,'Jork i s still being 
conti nued as found ne cessary . Recent l' some eight million yen we r e al l ocated fO] 
construction and r epa i rs a t one po rt a l one . 

Processed Fish Produc t s 

Cc:.nned ? i sh -- As is well known to you , Japan formc:::-ly produced lar e 
quanti ties or canned sardines , tuna , bonito, salmon , c r ab , and 0 her fi she ry prot 
uets. But, as tas been r e l ated previous ly , Japan had lost to he r thr.> rich salIno 
fishc'r i e s in northe rn wat e rs . These produced annually some 2 , 500 , 000 s t andar 
cases (48 - 1 pound cans) of canned salmon and 200 , 000 tons of sal ted sal mon . 
only se.ko n fisl-l cri8s now open to the Japanes e ar e a round Eoklm i do . 10 pr od c t i ( 
of canned saD~o~ of any account hss r ~ sulted from t he se s i~c e 1942. It is un­
likely tl":at this sour ce of canned salmon will affect the 1I.Iflsrican mar ke t even if 
production is T2sLLIled and if export s wer e permit t ed . 

J a pan 2. 1so 1-.ad lost to her t he larg-:J and i mportant c r ab f ishery in nor the r n 
wat ers , exc>?;Jt t hose 3.round Ho::ka i do . Ope r ations a r e co nt inui ng i n t he l a t te r 
waters and i n 1946 ther e was 8. sma ll pack . Thi s wa s ori inally i :lt e!lded f or 
dOli: ,; stic cO~1su..TTlption in Japan to he l p mee t foo d needs , but I learned l a st week 
some is be ing offered for export . 

Sardines , 2ack er e. l, tuna and sever a l othe r spec i es t aken i n t he coastwis e 
and near offshore fisher i e s wer e canned a t points in J apan ?roper . Dur ing t h e 
ye3rs of :pro sperity ;some 75 canner i es we r e i n ope r a tio n . These V18r E l o.cat e d 
prinarily on the Pacific Coas t near the a r eas wher e cannery f ish a r e t aken in 
l arges t quant ities . Due to t he shor t age of tin pla t e a nd t he grea t domand for 
fresh fish, the fi sh carL'"H~ ri es have not ope r a t ed s i nc e t he oc cupation . ~'ihen tin 
pL~.t8 a nd ot : e r canni:1g supplies a r e a vailable Ley wi ll li ke l y r es u.'1le opera tion 

Frozen Fish -- J apan was we ll suppli ed with fis h- freez i ng p l ants. A l a rge 
number VJere dest.royed during the bombing , but r.1'lny of t hes e s inc e have be en 
r epa ired or rebuilt . The output of f r o z en f ist was des i gned primarily for the 
export rnarket . ><': stima t os , w'_ic h S8em optimistic, r eport a nnua l productions of 
frozen fish as high as sixt y t hou sand tons. Th i s was t he out put of some 100 
fr eez i ng p13nt s l oca t ed t hroughout t he fishing ports of J a pan and a t inland 
point s . The mo st i mport3nt s pec i es fro z en were s a J.JTlon , t U:la , swordfish , a~d 

scallops. Q,uanti ti es of t he se and othe r fish are st ill be i ng fro z.en i n sma ll 
aJTlounts . The output i s go i ng into domestic const.n'npti on, 
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"> Agar-Agar -- One of t ile important ma rine products of J apan i s agar-aga r. 
Thi s is derived from various types of seaweeds ~iNhich grow prolifically around 
Japan . The harvest is made by divers in t he su.mmer . The jelly of t he seaweed is 
sUbjected outdoors to a natural refri geratory- drying process to remove mo isture 
and i mpurities leaving an almost pure dry , substance. This i s done in the moun­
tainous areas of Japan durin the winte r where t he nights are cold and the days arc 
clear and sunny. 1iany firms have bee.n in this business for 150 to 200 years . Av­
era.ge annual production from 1930 to 1940 was about 2 , 500 tons . r.:xports during 
t~is period averaged a bout 1,500 tons per year. They went primarily to the . 
U!1i ted States , Great Britai n , Franc e , Ge rmany a nd the Ne t he rlands ~ast I!1d ies. 

~ecaus e of the i Inporta nc e of t h is industry to t he e co nomy of J apan and s i nce 
it i s a "natural" i ndustry du e to t he fact t ha t t he r a w produc t is found a l ong 
many parts of t he coast of J ap3.n, e ncourageme nt '.va s given to r eactiva t ion o f t he 
industry . J.,owev e r, production during 1946 was expec t e d to r each on1 y 375 to!1S, 
from 170 to 520 p l ants t~at oper ated because so much of the weed i s being used 
for a food i n Japan . Dur ing 1946, small s !1 ipments of agar - agar wer e · made to th e 
Uni t ed state s. 

F ish 1\1eal -
converted into 
production was 
tons of meal a 

I n fo r mer years l a r ge qua.l1tit ies o f sardines and herring wer e 
f ish meal a nd oil by t he J apanF-se , b ut t he princ i pal C8!1te r o f 
in Kor ea . Pre- war prod:Jct io n was repo rt ed a t 600 t o 700 thousand 
year and 100 thousand t ons of oil . Due to t he !1eed for food the 

Japanese were advised t o us e t he sardine a nd herring for ed i bl e purposes di r ect, 
or t he mea l and oil deri vea t her e from for fo od . I t i s not like l J" t he r efor e , 
that any quanti ti e s of the s e products will b e available f or 8:A.-po rt for some tiIne . 

Seed Oyste rs -- ':Ii th t he emb9.rgo on imports fr om. J apan to the Uni t ed s tate s 
in 1941 t he Pacific ",oast oyste r industry wa s l eft :'Ji thout g, sourc e of s 8ed 
o ste rs . Tberefore , i n October, 1945 , in r esponse to r eques ts i nit i a t ed by the 
Nat ional C:::.nners Association, t he Pa cific C'~ast Oyste r Gr ower s and Dea l ers, e nd 
t he Department of Commerc e , t he s ee d-oyster industry was g iven encou r agement to 
produce a n exportable surpl us . The Pacific Coa st oyster g r owe r s : ndice.. t ed a 
demand of SOffie 50,000 cases (about 12, 000 see ds per case) . Recent r epo rt s 
i ndicate t a t 60 to 65 thousand cas es will be a va ila"ble to our g rowers tbis 
winte r . 

Vi t aInin Oil -- Realizing the g r eat vorld need. fo r vitamin o il, e ncouragement 
has bee n g ive n to t he production of v·i tamins A a nd D from tuna and bo nito live rs 
a nd from other ' f ish. While J apan its e lf i s a conSUlner o f t h i s product, a small 
anlount o f oil v~a s ava ila bl e for export during ear ly f a ll of 1 946 . M OT 8 'i'Jil l be 
available in 1947 a s f a ciliti es for centra l collection of f i sh live rs becos8s 
be tte r organiz ed . At present, l a r ge amounts o f livers are utilized fo r food . 

~xport s 

Since th8 primary purpose o f r eac ti va ting the J a pa nes e f i sheri "";..s WFi S a nd is 
to provide food for th e J apanes e people the exports of such f oods derived from 
the s e fishe ri es wer e prohibited during 1946 . It is likel y th i s policy will be 
pur sued in 1947 unless exporta bl e surpluse s deve lop. ~xc eptions in 1947 a r e tLa t 
exports of small amounts of dri ed shark fi ns , dri ed a nd smoked oy sters, bee h e de 
mere , and other exotic fishery products li ke ly will be permi t t e d . Th es e wil~ go 
to China prima rily to he lp in a sma ll v;a y to pay for l a r ge quantiti e s o f s a. lt 
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i mported from there ... 01' saltin fish . Apparen ly no~v some pyports of canned 
crabmeat are being permitted and maybe orne sperm and whale oil \,l i11 be av ilable 
to us or other countries . Inquiries regarding imports of fishery prod cts from 
Japan should be d irected to the U. S. Comme rcial Company, !lashin t on , D. C . 

. . esearc h and ~ducation 

you ms.y ask how it is tha t Japan became he foremost fishin na ion in he 
world. This might be answered by using the old ada e that "necessity is the 
mother of invention". Only about 16 percent of t he total lan area of Japan 
Proper is suitable for farming . This did not and cannot produce eno h food fo r 
he r ever- growing population. Thus Japan urned to the sea for food ' s 'vell as 
for industrial products . She thereby reaped a fabulous harvest as well a 
profits. Furthermore, the s ea not only provide Japan with her domes ic nee s 
for f ish, but a lso produced hu e amounts for export . 

The Japanese Government aided in the venture . Trained fishery expel' s from 
government and business wor e sent abroad to study fisr.eries n e cry land . ~ e 
best of foreign processes and methods were adopted . Researc vess81s explored 
the Pac ific for fish . Thes e stUdies and explorations resulted i n Japanese 
penetration to fisheries in t he r emotest parts of he Pac'fic and were leading to 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

At home , fishery schools were established to rain p~rso~el for paSl lons 
in t he eve r - growino fi sheri es . Trainino b an and s ill be ins in he rammar 
grades. There are. said to be five to six hundred priIna ry schools teachino fis 
er i es . Then ther e are special ized schools, like hi h schools, d ~vo ed entirely 
to fish ery courses . There arc 32 of these schools in 24 prefoc ures . Las ly, 
ther e ar8 two fishe ry collsges and three of seven Imperial universi ies r.:.a 8 :'ishl 
ery departm?nts . One of the colleges, the Imperial Fisheries In i ' e in okyo, 
is admi nistered by the Bureau of Fisheri es . This is t 3 only educat ional ir.st: ­
tution outside the jurisdiction of the .f:inistry of ~ducation . 

Technical a nd biological laboratories wer e establishe . Ther e are six 
Inp crial or federal l y supported laborato~i9s and 112 prefectural laboratori s . 
The latte r a r e also supported in part by the c ~ntra l gover~~ent . One of them lo­
cated at Yo i chi on the Island of Hokkaido , is said to be the lar est f ishery 
l aboratory in the wo rld. Over seas , J apan fo rmerl oper ated 14 r esearch stations 
in Korea , five in Formosa, one in Karafuto , one in the south Seas , one in 
Kwanturlg , and three in I ... anchuria . 

These l aboratori es aLu at deve loping new methods end processes and a t 
studi es of fish mi gr ations a nd popul at ions , fish r eproduct ion end gro~~h and 
other phases . I-E inute studies a r e conducted to ma~e every ',~a t e r a r ea a rouJld Japan 
contri bute its full s lare of fish or other r.l8..:rine products . '.'ia t er fa.I'!Tling is 
practic ed on a large a nd prof.i t able scale i n bays and es tua ri es as well as in 
laKes and ponds . Oysters , clams and seaweed are planted and r ai sed as crops . 
Sven th'3 ric e fields are made to produce fish during the SUlmner gro :Jing season 
when tr..e padd i es arc flooded . A product i on of some seven tbousand tons of carp 
was expected from t his sourC R a l one in ·1946 . In addition to t he a bove. gover nment 
sponsored r esearch , t !er e a r e a number of laborat ori es operated by f ish i ng 
companies . 
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Large r esearch vessels wer e built t o study t he deep sea f i sheri es , both 
pelagic and dermersal. Practi cally every prefect ure along the s eacoast has some 
sort of fishery r esearch vessel. The largest and mos t ~nposing -- that which con­
ductea studies along our Pacific Coast in t he l a t e Thi rt i es -- was sunk during the 
~·,;ar by our act ion. However , it was not long aft er our a rrival i n Ja~an t ffi t 
another, but not so pretentious, was outfitted to r epl a ce her. One could talk 
an hour and mo r e on fishery research and education in J apan . SOTIe of t hese 
r esearc h act iviti es are sound and some not so good, but t her e i s no doubt a t all 
but that they pr oved valuabl e in making Japan a great fishing n~tion . 

I n connection with fishery education in Japan it is interest i ng to note that 
eve r y effort is made by Japanese authoriti es to . instill a f i shing spirit i n school 
children in various ways . For instanc e , i n some schools t he chi l dr en are kep t 
advised daily of the positions of fishing ves s els , a board which th ey have par ents 
or r nlatives . This i s donG by ship- to - shore communications whi ch are r el ayed to 
certain schools . The t eacher then trac es t h e track of the voyage on a map 
blackboard in t he school room. I n turn t his infoTInation i s carri ed back t o t he 
hO~0 of the children . 

Fish ri es Intelligence 

The Fisheri es Division compil ~d considerable information on J apanese fisheri es 
and fishery resea rc h. I n t his t he Japane s e Bureau of Fi she r i 8s was of g r ea t 
assistance . In one instanc e a committee of 50 fishery s pecialists was assembled 
by that Bureau to prepare concise a nd detail ed r eports on t he over s eas fishing 
activiti e s of Japan and on the J apanes e home fisheries . The committee was 
composed of BJr8au offiCials, industriali sts , f ishe ry col l ege professo r s a nd r e­
sea r ch ':J0rkers . I will nev ')r for ge t t h8 t wo oc casions on whic h t h·':! chairma:l 
brought t o my desk the completed r eports of th e committee . They each ran a r ound 
thr oe t housand paoes in J apanese t ext and contained hundreds of photogr aphs, li ne 
draw'ngs, a nd maps . This mate ri a l is now be ing translated e.nd ed ited and af t er 
publ ication will be ava ilable to our American f isher y indus try . 

The staf of the Fisheri es Division also prepar ed and has in proc ess of 
preparation numerous 'r epo r ts on speCial J apanes e fisheri es . These cover such sub­
jects as t e Hokka ido f isheri es , the J apanes e salmon industry, J apanes e fish i ng 
a r eas , fish ery r esearch a nd education i n J apan , the ca~~ed crab industry, fish 
r efrigera tion, fish meal and oil , fishing met hods , the pearl culture indust ry , the 
agar - agar indust r y , th e Tokyo f ish ma r ket, and f isher y aSSOCia tions , gui~d s and 
soci eties . Those publica tions a lready r el eased a r e ava ilable through the Civil 
Aff a irs Division of the .':9.. r Depa rtment. If not yet r e l eas ed you can pl ace your 
name on file with that Di vi sion to r ec :J i V I') a copy vihen published . Due to the size 
and magn itude of the r eports on the J apanese home a nd overseas f i sheri es, they m~y 
not be ava ilable fo r some time . In connect·ion wi th securing gene r a l or spec i f i c 
information on J apanes e fish er i es , it is sugges t ed t ha t inquiri es bo directed to 
the Civil Affa ir s Division r n ther t han writing to t he Fisheri es Division in Tokyo . 

Wnc t o~ the Future? 

As ha s been i ndicated previ ously , J 9.pan , fo llowi ng the surrend er, had lost 
Ito her th~ privilege of part ic ipati ng in the ric~ oversea s f i sheri es . At pr es ent 
she i s permitted to f ish only within t he a rea prescribed in J une , 1946, whic h i s 
around J apan Proper. The only exception i s tll~ t she is permitted t o engege i n 
Antarctic Whaling duri ng the 1946-47 s eason. 



- 8 -

For the present Japan is required by the upremc CO:mTlo.:1dpr to f'3ed ll~r 

people a t home . Unlike European c,ountries "hich re n enyin l.~iJ: pop ' 1 ion 
even of food , to send oods into world mark ts for th ' purpose of ob ai ' :lrJ 

( 

forei gn exchange , the J apanese are req ired to meet ho first, and ~ ~ar 

as possible froIn their own agriculture and fish eri s . ~e n tr e mil ion ) c o f 
fish -- and it st i1,l has not been reached -- may no be eno (:. 0 ee ~ f'r 
domestic needs . 

Whether Japan will ever b permitted to ha r e i n ny or -:. 11 0 

seas fisheri es is a matter for the po l icy- makers to decide . I can 
tha t J apan want to do so . Perhaps a uide t o t he 8 i a io i~ con 
" Potsdar.1 Decla ration" of 26 July 1945 and t he " U. S . Ini ial 

f Japan" of 22 Se:9 tembe r 1945 . 

, 0 

in he 
r ?olic 

The Declaration cont ains this?ir r; r ph : " apan sial' be pI'- "Ilitted to 
mainta in sucll indastries as ',vi II sus t ain he r econony and pp.rnl~ hr exac 'on o f 
just r epa ations in kind , but not those ~hi ch would. ena 1 her to r earm fo r wa r . 
To this end, access t o , as c.isti aisbed trom control of , r aw .8 e rial a I be 
permitted ," 

The Post - Surrender Policy states : " Japan shall be penni to 0 

resume normal tra d e r e lations with t he r es o:!: he '::or l , D'lr' n 9." 

under sui t a ble controls , J apan wi ll be permitted 0 pur e sa rom 
countr i es raw ma t e ri a ls and. oth8r oods t at i may need fo r peac eful p poses , 
and to expor t goods to pay for approved i r,ports ." 

J apan is _ na tion of fishermen a nd ,':i t'. ~ation leer ~ r p,i i .l-
in that di rection ~ Wher and how that ener ' will b,:. ello' ed to flo', 
'il/hat extent , is , I r e iterate , in the hands of t he policy- maker _ 

19093 
• 
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