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The alligator belongs tc the Order Crocedilia which inhabits the warmer
portions of the globe, in regions of tropical vegetetion, swamps, slurrish waters
and humid atmosphere. These animals are our largest reptiles, one species attain-
ing a length of 30 feet. They were once distributed throurhdut the world,
indicated by fossils, but the living representatives of the order are, confined
to the semi-tropical regions, a few straying out of these areas into low coastal
regions warmed by currents from the tropics.

Among the 21 species of crocodiliens there are only two alligators, one
inhabiting North Americe and the other the Yangtse-Kieng River in China. There
is but little structural difference between e crocodile and an alligator. The
American alligetor (Alligator mississippiensis), inhebiting the scutheastern
portion of the Tmited States, is distinguished from the American crocodile as
follows :

¥ntire head broad; bluntly rounded at snout.

. The Alligatcer, Alligator mississippiensis
Head triangular; becoming narrow toward snout.

The Crocodile, Crocodilus americanus

A discussion of other structural differences may be found ir Nitmars' "Reptiles
of the World" published by Sturgis # Welton, New York, 1910.

Several species of the crocodiles, among them the salt-water crocodile
. (Crocedilus porosus), and the African crocodile (C. miloticus) are notoriously
dangerous tc man. The'man-eating species are, however, in the minority. W#ost
of the coroccdiles will rush %o cover et sight of man. The American species
seem to be particularly inoffensive,; though scme grow to huge proportions. Tt
is probsble, however,that certsin particularly large individuals of eny species
might be tempted to attack a man if he audaciously goes in bathing in their
haunts. b )

Alligators become adult &t 5-or 6 vears of agei The males may be distin-
guished by the scent glands on the under surface of the chin, which emit fine
jets of a powerful musky smelling fluid durine the process of bellowing.

The nest of the alligator consists of a mound of dead leaves and twies
about 8 foet in diameter and 2 or 3 feet high. The eggs are well buried,
closely packed, and ronge from 3 to 5 dozen in number. The egrs are white,
shinifg,and with a thick, hard shells They arc somewhat larger ' than a hen's
ege; being about the same diameter, but more eclongate. The female sometimes
deposits the egss in a hole dug in a sond banke Wr. Titmars states thet some
eges collected by him the middle cf August began hatching the first week in
Cctober, '

Although it is bclieved generally thet alligators grow slowly, obscrvations
made by Re L. Ditmars, Curator of Reptiles in the ¥ew York Zcological Park,
show that they easily reach an adult development within five or six years. At
the timc of hatchine the young are 8 inches long; at 1 year their average length




is about 18 inches, at 2 l/? years they reach & length of 3 feet, 9 inehess
Subsequent growth is steady and rapid under favorable-conditions. :

Very large alligators are rare nowadavs, and a 1l2-foot specimen would be
considered a giante There was time .in Florida when alligators 14 and 15 feet (}
long were of no great rarity, but it is ‘doubtful if there is an individual
living in Florida todav that can approach such measurements. The alligator is
becoming rare in most sections of the south and extermination is not far
distant. The commercial value of the hides has been an important factor in
thinning its numbers, it being estimated that over two million were killed
in Florida between 1880 and 1894, any are also killed for sport. The
indiscriminate collection of the young alsc assists in the reduction of
numbers. Young alligators frequent shallow waters to avoid falling prey to
large fish and turtles. In such places they are easily captured. They are
sold to curio dealers, thence to tourists frcm the North who carry them away
to endure a slow death from starvation,

The alligator is very voracious, its food consisting of fish, mammals,
and birds. The young feed mostly on fish, together with frogs, tadpoles, and
insects.

The foregoing information is abstracted from the Reptile Rook and
"Reptiles of the "orld," by R. L. Ditmers. Further information regarding
alligators and crocodiles may be found in the follewing bcoks:

Stevenson, Charles H. = Utilization of the skins of squatic animals.
(Leather from alligator skins, p. 342) 1In Report of the U, S,
Commissioner of Fisheries, Part 28, 1902. Out of print, consult
in libraries.

Smith, Hugh M. - Report on the fisheries of the south Atlantic States.
(Notes on the alligator industry, p. 343.) In Rulletin, 1.S. (
Fureau of Fisheries, Vol. XI, for 1891. Out of print,

Ditmars, Re L. - The Reptile Bcok. Published by Doubleday, Page % Co.,
Vew York, 1907. (472 pages.) Price about ' 4.00.

Ditmars, R, L. - Reptiles of the Vorld. Published by Sturgis & Walton,
Yew York, 1910. (372 psges.) Price about $5.00.

Reese, Albert M, - The Breeding Habits of the Florida Alligator. Pub-
lished in the Smithsonian MMiscellaneous Collections,., Vol.48, 1907,
op. 381-387.

feese, Albert M, - The Development of the Americen Alligator, published
in Smithsonian i#'iscellaneous Collections, No. 1791, Vol. 51, 1908,
pp. 1-66.

Alligators: How to keep them down on the farm, In Literary Digest
for Septe 15, 1923, pp. 54-55. Published by Funk % Wagnalls,
Wew York Citye.

Except in the breeding season there appears to. be no sure way to differ-
entiate the sexes at sight.

There is, or has been, an alligator "farm" at each of the following
places: ¥
Palm Reach, Florida
Los Angeles, California
Tampa, Florida
Jacksonville, Florida f
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