aryland : e E
s_ed on th p cklng and ma ketmg of fresh-—coolred crab meat' iy :
plan was 0ppned in Immpton '”Vlrg nia




tfls only bj sheddlng tbat crabo grow. , ali
Fertlllaatlon _af. thp fem'

'%Only a small amount
"-g are caught*\hlln soft i
hedderst n
orTflJJprm

: In deepe waters offshore or 1n oha1lOW Watﬁrs whérc thﬂ water'lc not claar
' the crab scrape 1s thp pr1n01pal gpax ‘used

?heat the crabé leavg the.shallow waters of thp "flats“ for tle cooler
' . The cr'b_scrape closelv rasembles.+be oyster dredge Wwith out.
: on-mash bag.being uged, . Scrapes, like

r.dredges are drawn 0ver the bottoms by veSSPla uqder Sall power."A el




Sed to be: tbe favorlte gear used 11 Warm WPather 1cr thc catch—jﬁ{}
e AT trot llne usually is 1; GOO feet or more in length: and 1% S
ntervals ‘of about 5 feet: w1th trlpe, salted eels,.etc.;:Tho-crabs splze e
‘the Yine: lS_DLlled ‘up to. the bcat over a spool and the crabs still, ..' .
glng it iare,: by ‘the use of a alp nct taken from ‘the’ ‘line." i¥ahy L
.peele giand . scft crabs are taken along w1th the%hard crabs.- Most of: the. soft crabs:ﬁVg
: ) ear are: femalns from “the" palrs of" matlng erabs’ called "doub—” u"fc

' _e,:carrylng thea: female'fseizes ‘the" balt ahd both are: cactured The"“ﬁﬁ:

50n- that“peelers and ﬂcft crabD a e crdlnarlly not caught separately'by tc S
b ear the heddlng state eat llttle Bt 'anytnmng.3fﬂj"

nter the pot through 2 openln?s Aedr: the bottc PP
Wi 'cldlng tha balt prctccted by v1re,:fug

R gard, ”s'cf he“gear used 11,catch1ng the pceler crabs, the flsherman, 1n—-fiﬁ_i
media ely upon their. capture,- ‘breaks their elaws ‘or "biterst before: plaulqv Tthem - '
bYox which: 15“ccvered w1th moist- seaweed called “sea-oars"'f-”be ‘claws’ are:

.ent the crabs from bltlng each cﬁher whlch causes "bleedlng" _T-j;*~r”*

_ he crabberg are in their craft as: early a5 2100 A.ﬁ.-and are on the crabblng i
N ,ounds ready tc begln work ‘as 000 as there is SHfflClGnt light t6 enable ‘them ' - _
i *As a rule the stt catches are made earlj 1n the mornlng and e

ot_weather 1t 15 1myerat1ve that sof crabs be landnd and placed unﬂer '
CoThe peelers alsc-mnat be gulckly dellvered to: txe e :
\-houseo, 81nce belng out of the: water: for: any con51ﬂerablp length of t1me R

hoi weather w1ll rcsult 1n ‘a hlgh perccntage dylng._ e e

A h flshlng craft uoed by thﬂ crab flshermen are almost 1nvarlablj of 1

tha 1ve;net tons capaclty.. They ars! 013331f1pd as en 210 S, sklpaacks, andi : _ _

bateaux; and fedsure: Trom 18 to: BO Faatiin: length For power they usaal;v dcgendjﬂ,f,
__jcarrylngfa malnsall and Jlb._-m- R G L

Th. dally catch of'peelers and softrcrabs by g crab flsherman W1ll averaem N
..O.SOO cerabs per: day. ‘Howaver, ‘the" cateh st times varies w1dely, For:. -~ 0
8 -one; crabber - at’ Grlsfleld durlng one week caught - 18,000 peelers and goft
S At other tlmes, howcver th catch may Only be from 6 to 20 crabs a daf.-_ﬁj;“

g “The- crabhcrs seldom ohlp thelr own catches but sell them 0 regular dealcrs
"“j-called packers.. The. buildings occupied- by the packers are plaln frame structures
g sually bullt on. plllnos over thp water and’ ordlnarlly coqslst of One TOOM. Two



: _od condltlon ¢or shlnmenu
S since soft crabs tnq_'

ﬁlmng of crushed 1ce.; Soft crabs have: e
the; fcr dS lonp as days bFlOTS shlpment Wlths f”




cau81ng them to dle in” la“go el
to_marﬁet and; as the V151tor in-our
"'reachlng thalr destlnatlon




