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Background - The fishing industry of ~cuador is s~all and unorganized. Never
theless there Is, an abundance of many types of fish in its rivers, off the coast, 
and. about the Galapagos Islands. ' A number of attempts have been made in past 
years to establish thA fish canning industry, but all of them have failed. In 
about 1925 a Norwegian firm built a lobs~er canning factory at Academy Bay. This 
factory failed on account of lack of fresh water supply and lack of properly 
trained labor. In about 1938 a fish canning factory was established at Playas. 
This factory failed on account of lack of suffiCient supply of fresh water and lack 
of steady supply of fish. 

Location - Fish are obtained from each of t.~e following fivp. general rr>gions 
, comprising t1;te oriente, the sierra, the litoral, the coastal waters and the waters 

of the Galapagos Islands. · 

"\ In the ,orisrite region located in the junglp,s !?:~ st of the Andes Mountains, fish 
J are caught in the tributaries of the Amazon River. All fishing in this region is 

for local consumption and does not enter the markets outside of th~ region. In 
some areas rotenone poison is f'.D'lployed in catchiD€', the fish, although this mC'thod 
is illegal~ 

In the sierra or plateau region of "li!cuador, fishing is of relat ive ly 11 t tle 
importance. The riv8rs have many falls and rapids making it i:T.possibl e to trf1v~l 
by boat to places where fish are obtainable. No info~ation is available o~ the 
number and kinds that are caught but it is believed that the number is aL~ost 
negligi-ble. 

In the -litoral or coastal region, fishing is relatively ir:iportant from the 
standpoint of subsist~.nce by people in rural locali ti('s, although th'? fiSh diet 
is supplEt.lent~d_~ithpork, beef, poultry and ga:ie animals. ~iost of th Q rivers of 
the r 'egion 'r,ise , ~,n,\i .. fall with the tide, · some of tht>j'! for a distancf' of 50 
'kilometers from -the mouth. 1ii ve'r fish are offered for sale a t the publ ic l"',ar;.-;,.,ts 
in the villag<:\s along the streams. 

In the coastal waters, nearly all of thr: off store fisting is donI; ',;i ttin a 
distance so that Sail 'boats can go out with the ebb tide in the ~orning ~nd 
return with the flood tide in the afternoon. 

Fish-from the waters of the.Galapagos Islands are not sold to cons~~~rs in 
~cuador. Concessions are granted genE'~lly , to cO;!lpani.;>s from fo!'eign countries. 

,~ Employment - Probably mo~e than 100~ persons are employ'ed in th~ industry. 
Most of them ' have theiroWll boats and employ memb~rs of th'~.family. Tt.£' wages 
earned depend upon 'thl3 amo~t. and value of fish they have to sell after taking out 
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the EUT.ount needed for' subsistence.' 'The' time O'f"'\a,,"O~rkl il~r ~enet'ally; . from the ebb 
tide on which they go out to the following flood tide on which they return - the . 
time depending upon the velocity of t'he- wimi"e:nd the distance they went out. The 
labor for boats larger than the d'ugout ls ' obtaihed' 1'rom local residents many of 
~~C?m.li ~~.along .th:~ .b§l!:lC.h,-~@<l ,w~Q qqI!E~~H:t ..• t.q~ go . .o.~t...,9DJY.wh.e.n.,tne s.e&,.J.s.., no_t .... too 
h~~~.· '. _ .... . , . ..... ... ... ..... .. .. ' .. ' ,...... .. . _ .... " .. _ ... _ .. , ._, .... ,' .. ...... :, .. ... ... : . . 

The commercial fishermen are distribl1ted a bout 85 percent along the coast and 
15 percent along inland streams.~ ,"... ' . ,,_ " _~ : .... __ 

It is estimated that ap.proximately 10 percent of the fishing population 
fishes regularly for subsistence onlya'nd the r 'emainder of the fishermen sell part 
of their catch. 

Angling for sport is' negligible on account of unfavorable climatic condit-ions 
and rerr.ote distances of sood fishing places • . Along the coast· the temperature ·is · 
too high from 10 a.m. to' 2 P,ITi< to be conducive to go fishing. Th~ ' flati ves fish . ~ 
mostly &t night. Offic e workers who 'Nould probably be the type of pe rsons 
interested in sport fi shing could not be out a nd enjoy sport fishing urlder exist..;'· 
ing ,clircatic conditions along the · coast. In the mountains' where the, temperature' . 
is lo vver; sport fishermen would find it difficult · to exercise much on aCcoun't of ' 
thin air due to high altitude. 

Fishing vesse~ - Nearly all fishing vessels consist of dugouts pr.~pell.ed by 
sails on the coast and by paddles on inland rivers. Few have motor propelled .. 
launches. It is a common sight, for~x~!lple, to s~e ~bout 75 dugo~·tsleaving 'for 
the sea at the sa~e tL~c from Manta at high tid9 . There is only one motor boat 
adequate to fish in the seas. T1:'" ;larn8 of the boat is "C()cile". It. 1!as a l:5-to~.,. { 
cold storage capacity and operates out of Guayaquil. It is diesel powered and i~, \ 
utilized principally for shark fishing. 

, 
Fishing methods employed - In the oriente, some of the natives employ rot.enono 

fish pOison or hook and line. All materials used are primitive and no records of 
costs are kept or da ta at all relative to the industry. 

Inths inland ri vors, fish are caught on hook and line or in nets. Sea fish
ing is done with hook and line for most fish.: A few fishermen use gill net~ · for 
certain kinds of fish. Along the coast some fishing is don2 with seines. 

Spec ies '- T11e principal species of' fish that are caught for sale on the local 
markc~ ts are corvine, Cynocion parvipinnus and C. reticulatus. Other common speeieH 
are parDo colorado, ~icr.?j~~~!.u~dO_;Or.l~E'n; parba-moreno, Perc!l- flavescens; . 
roncador, AC3nthoplerygiens (subor); rob3.lo, Ceritropomus urrdecimalis.Oysters are 
found alongt11c coast but aOre small in size and~ofpoor-quali ty. Lobsters, shrimps 
and other mollusks, hair seals and a few fur seals are also found. Formerly c·on- · 
sidernble whaling and also pearl fishing was done n8ar the ~cuadoran coast. 

Fish taken - No data are available on fish taken inithe past. With regard to 
sharks,- only' the livers are utilized, the rest is waste."; 

No statistics on production are ~vailable. ThE' amounts of fish caught. in the 
ort"':nte and in tnf': strc;9.ms of the sierra are ·unknown. Fish production in the ·. · . . 
inland waters of the coastal region and in the waters off the coast is estimated . 
to bo i50 metric tons monthly of which 100 motric tons are sea fish .. I!l'~~'. o5p . .:n~tr'-*l 
tons 'JT C river fish. Of this amount, approximately 2 percent of the sea fish a~ 
s~lted ~nd trnnsported to the sierra for cons~~ption. The rest is .used as :frs$h. o. 



fish. No fish aJ;:!3 .. J:r:q,~_~i!, . cannE?d, I. , picl\ied, smoked: or': ki-p,pered,· . 
• - • •• , ~,,''''''" • '" ........ ....... ' #. •• • • .... • ~ ••• ' 

, ,:.' , .. l:?~O~\lcti(l),:n of by-products ..:. The only fish by-product, in ~cuador is shark 
livers. Ihstead of being a by-product, howe~.ie·r·; '-th'e '1 {ve'rs'"a.'re '1:,'h.'e main product 
and:t,:he rest-'is wasted. :All of t'he shark livers. are exported. 

, ";Consumption '':' The annual consumption of fish is estimated to be approximately 
2155 metric tons which originated as follow,s: 

Fresh sea fish 1,1'75 metric tons 
Fresh, river fish 600 metric tons 
Salted sea fish 25 metri c tons 
Imported fish 355 metri c tons 
., . 

I, 2,165 metric tons 

The estimated anIlUal consumption of imported fish referred ,to above is as 
fo':Uows: 

" 
Sal ted or dried fish 26,900 kilos 
Canned shrimp and lobster 1,300 " 
Canned· salmon 5,300 " " 

Other canned fish 11,500 " " 

Sardines 307,000 II. 

Other fish ;3,000 " 
355,000 ki'los 

'1 

)(' The sal t'e?l sea fi sh are consUIned princi'pally in the" s ierr'a. 

Imports - Tee imports 'consist principal'ly of sardin:es from the Uni'ted states. 
T.lle imported' saited fish come principally from Peru. . " .. 

t, ... 

~ports - lJo fish are exported from W,cuador. The dnly by-product that enters 
into international trade is shark livers, which were exported in the following 
amciu,nts 'from 1945 to Aprl121, 1946:· in 1945, 37 'barrels ·of 2JO kilos each (lard 
bq.J!.;rels from Argentina were used); from Jahuary· 1,194:6td Aprii 21, 1946 the 
'exports were 65 barrels having a total weight of 14,386 kilos. The shark livers 
contained f:rom 44 percent-to. 57 percent oil. 

Prices - Prices of fish on the market'3.re rplati'Vely high,fluctllating with 
the dailY,su.pply. They are generally quoted at a certain amount per fish instead 
of per pound. In October 1946 'a corvina fish ,vE'ighing approximately 3 1/2 pounds 
would sell' for -14.00 sucres ,"aT approximately $1. 00 1]. s. c~r~ert'cy. '(Official 
rate: $1.00 U.'S. curreI1cy ise'quivalent to 13.132:suc:tes'~. . ,., " -', ' 

".The prices -fot:6ne day,' October' 18, '1946 'onthe GUayaquil r:etail market are 
shown in _the fotlo~ing tabie.~ The onlY-fish of domestic 'productidn orr the market 
are fresh fish •. All canned 'fish are Imported. 
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Fresh fish pr~s in Gualaqui1, October 18, 1946 

Origin Price per fish 

Fresh or Location Province Kind of fish Minimum Max1m\lll 
Salt Water 

SUcres Sucres 
Fresh Guayas r:ver Guayas Robalo 8.00 50.00 

" It " tt Corvlna 3.00 50.00 

" " " tt Savalo 5.00 20.00 

" " II tt Bagre 0.60 15.00 
tt " " " Barbudo 1.00 4.c0 

" " " " Clego 0.80 2.00 

" II " " Guanchiche 0.60 1.00 

" " " " Dicas 0.40 1.00 
Fresh Catarama Los Rios Ebcachico 2.00 6.00 

" " " Raton 2.00 6.00 
tt tt " !)er.:a 1.00 5.00 

" " " RO:1csdor 0.60 4.00 

" tt It Vio 0.50 2.00 
Salt Puna Guayas Parvo 2.00 9.00 

" " " Lisa 0.50 4.00 

" " " Vieja c.eo 4.00 

" " " Cazon 3.00 6.00 
Salt Salado ( inland bays) " Lisa 0.60 5.00 

" " " Ii " Eagre 0.60 6.00 

" It " " " ~ .:o j ~ ~ra 0.50 2.00f: 

" " " " tt Ct:aparra 0.20 1.00, 

" " " " " Lec:1ora 1.00 4.00 

Salt Sea (Salir.as, Pa cer ja, Manglaral to, etc. l.:~ro 2.40 per pound 

" " " " " Atun Not in rna rk et today 

" tt " " tt Ebni to " " " " 
" " " tt ., Cherna " " " " 
" tt tt " " Picuda " " " " 

Fishery regulations - The governr..l3nt has issued no fishing regulations for 
inland waters nor coo.stal vlaters. The only regulations issued are for fishing 
in th e waters of the Ga lapagos Islands. The basiC decree covering fishing regula
tions is Decree 1;0. 80 dated February 2, 1938, amended by No. 20e, March 2,1938 
(registered p. 3062); Ho. 351, llarch 7, 1938 (registered p. 3434); and No. 471, 
dated June 13. 1938 (registered p. 3499). 

Inte rnal trade - Fish are brought by boat to the coastal towns by the 
. fishermen who sell thcr.1. to ti.18 operato rs of fi sh stalls in the publie markets. 

SOIDe are shipped py trucl~ from Salinas on the coast to Guayaquil. Frequently the 
fish are brought up the river alive in submerged large baskets trailing; behind a 
canoe or launch. Sometimes days Iilay pass when no fish or only a few fish are on 
the market. And at other times the supply is plentiful. There are no cold 
storage plants nor canneries in the country. The amount of fish salted, for 
consumption in the sierra is comparatively small. 
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F1shery research ·· No fishery research is in progress by th~ gov~r~l~nt. At 
the present time Individuals are investigating the possibility of establishing 8 

fertilizer plant in the vicinity of Machalilla on the west coast. Only th~ livere 
of sharks are exported and an investigation is being made relative to the manu
facture of tertilizers from the carcasses. 

Outlook - Although fish are plentiful in l!:cuadoran water:;, ttl" rapid dpv~lop
ment of the industry in the near future does not appear to be pr ')IT; i~1ng; (l) along 
the coast, sufficient fresh water for operation of a cannery ~uri~g th~ dry se~gcn 
is obtainable only at prohibitive costs, (2) there are comparlltivf'l:.r few trained 
fishemen, and (3) labor leSislation has a tendency to increase the cost of fish 
without a corresponding increase in the volume of production p8r ~£n. 

Sources of information 

1. Interviews wi th persons interested in establishing a fish meal plant. 
2. Observations on fisb market. 
3. Observations and interviews with persons in coastal fis~: i'lI; <lrr>8S. 

4. "The Fishing Industry in "F;cuador" by Taylor ','/. Gaunet t. A..""1cricnn 
Consulate General Report, Guayaquil, November 29, 1933. 

5. "Fishing concession granted by "Rcuadoran governrr.ent ~Hld fi :>Iling res')urc(-'~ 

of Ecuador" by Frederick 1. Royt., American Consulate Gene r a l R, .' r ort 376, 
December 23, 1936. 

6. "On tho collection of fishes made by P. O. Sir.-.ons in ~c'-.le.dor Ilnd prru". 
Proceedings of the U. S. National Museum 1906. Vol. XXX puges 761-eC C. 

7. "Galapagos fur seal". Zoologiea. 1934 '[01. 18. page s 43-45. 
8. "The fishos of the west coast of Peru '.~ ; ,: th,:: Titicl)c~ b!:isi!1". U.:-;. 

National History Museum. Bul. No. 95. 
9. "Dispute between French Sardine Co. and ~euadoran Consul nt S'1!': Ji c ,x·, 

Col., etc." Americ'\n Consulate GC'neral, Gua~raquil. Desr ~tc h ::0. 6tu. 
March 23, 1938. (Copy of translation of D'3cr.s C' ~ :o. eo. "~c'.l8d o rn r. !'i~ h 
ing regulations", dated February 2, 1938 is attached to thi s jl' ~1'~ ~2!".:. 

10. Custom house reports. 

American Consulate General Report ~!o. 97, Guayaquil, ~c'-.l r.l. cor, :; :'vr,:-:bf'r 1, Lj~ 5 . 
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