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THE FISHING INDUSTRY AKD THE WARKET FOR FISH IN SWEDH &/

By Georg Frostéhson, Clerk

This report is designed to proVide a picture of the fishing
industry in Sweden and on general marketing conditions for fish in
recent years. Tons are metric tons. -

SOURCES OF DATA

Information on the status and progress of the fishing industry
. given in "Fiske" published annually by the Central Bureau of

Statlst1cs, The issuance of this publi catlon is usually delayed about

5 years after the end of each fishing season, Current statistics
on catches and sales in the 3 sea fishing regions--the West Coast,
the South Coast and the East Coast—-are presented in "Jordbruksekonom-
iska Uppgifter", which is sent regularlr to the Library of the Depart-
ment of Agr1cu1ture. '

It should be noted that the account of catches and sales, as
given in Jordbruksekonomiska Uppgifter, is not inclusive. The cov-
erage ranges between 75 and 80 percent of the total,

Official statistics do not ﬁnclude fresh water catches estimated
at 15, OOO tons annually. : oo

.The figures given in this_répOrt represent total catches,
SCOPE OF INDUSTRY

In the year of 19&5 about 16,000 persons derived the larger share
of their -income from salt water fishing. The corresponding number in
1940 was 13,306, In addition, around 9,000 persons had fishing as an
important supplemental source of income. The fishing fleet numbered
21,924 vessels or boats in 1945 as compared with 20,294 in 1940. Of
these, 3,282 were larger vessels with decks and motor, Of the open
boaxs, 6,594 were equipped with motors,

Total 1945 investments of the fishing industry amounted to 49
mlllion kronor for vessels and 39 million kronor for eguipment, or a
total of 88 million kronor.

1/ Amzrican Consulate Report No. 475, Stockholm, Swedeén, October 6,
1948,
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Chiof wholesale markets on thé West Coast are Gothenburg, Gravarne,
Smogen, Lysekil, and Stromstad. ... .. ...

There are in the country, altogether around 1600 cooperative fish-
ery associations, most of which operate as sales and bargaining organ-
izations at the local level. The producers associations on the East
Coast enjoy monopoly in the sales of herring, while the West Coast
catches are sold largelj thxough pr¢vate channels. - o

The flshermen on the West Coast are, however, ‘members of special
price regulation associations designed to assist in the implementa-
tion of the Government price support program (see below).

A natlonal fedératlon, based upo local stnery a35001at10ns
and individual fishermen, was recently (September 1948) formed, under
the name of The Naticnal Federation of Swedish Fishermen (Sveriges
Fiskares Riksforbund). o .

CATCHES
: The | salt water catches of fish rose substartlally durlng the war
and exceeded 15C,000 tons in 1945 and 1946, Catches .during .he.flrst
half of - 1ou8 were exceptlonally large (Table 1}a .

Table 1 - Sweden Catches of Sa‘t Watar Flsh in 1958-t0<_9h8

Year East Coast South Coast West Coast - .Country ‘
tons tons tons tons
1938-b0 v -31,C00 12,630 . - 58,500 . .-102,130
1941 Ll . W 3,760 21,459 57,219 .~ 112,179
1942 ......... o 35,293 19,762 €6,345 - 125,400
1943 L., 43,106 20,422 80,281 143,809
19BH s fis e s is 35,581 . 17,707 ¢ 072,143 .0 129,.43]
1945 geee e 4. 575 21,491 . 96,775 °© 152,641
1GuEL/ 28,100 19,064 109,000 156,064 .
10871 L s 13,700 18.900. 99,500 .. * 132,100
Jan,~June 19431/, ., g,500 15,700 53,000 87,200

1/ Preliminary -

KINDS OF FISH CAUGHT f'
Nore than half of thv volume of flsh caught is. Herring. Cod.,}
sprat, whiting, mackerel haddock and flounder, in the order men- o
tioned, are the next most important. kinds. (Table 2)a. T

»

.
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Table 2 - Sweden: Importance of Various Kinds of Salt Water

Hish Caught, Average for 104i-19U5,

Kind _ Velume in 1.000 tons Percent
" Herring e.eceioccecccancens 6S, 52
QOd Soosscertsisiaseesenese 18.6 o .1)-|>
SpTAY ieiconieninercncnes 9.2 ' 7
Whiting aveveceeeecesanaos 6.0 5
Mackerel ovveve.eves.. cene 6.1 5
Haddotk o.icsssnaes 6usnee .d L 3 3
Flounder c.cacveneeecnnnns 2,2 e
Shell fish eiccevnvocenaca 2.1 2
Fel voueccesnrnnnscesnurce 1.6 1
s PEALCE wusviigsuninnid pmsis 1.5 1
501l Ll ia e 0,9 *®
CLINE eiiicienierienananan 0.8 *
Pike t.iviceneneensescnnens 0.7 *
SALMON evvervunrecnocsnne 0.6 *
Not specified ..viesocenns 8.8 7
TOHAL 4 ecnnnen,s e T 132.G 100

* Less than 1 percent.

The percentage distridution, as shown above, reflects fairly
the relative importance of the various kinds of salt water fish
sanght in a normal year.

PRICES AND THOOLE

Prlces of fish reached = peak in 1643 when, for example, herring
sold at 72 ore per kilogram at the Gothenburg fisih auction. The de-
clining trend from that year was reversed in 19U47--a relatively poor
fishing year. The price trend since prewar for. tnu most  important
k1nas is shown below (Table 3).

Table 3 ~ Prices of Fish at'Gotheﬁburg Figh 8uction--by Year
and Xinds of Fish; in Cre per Kilogram

Kind 1638 10l5, 1646 - 1947 July 1948
Hetving ss.sscsesnsse L1 [y w36 sl
8 wyps sunssusnasswge PO 66 57 65 68
SPTAE chewerrenan e 32 B B4 o Bh ~
Wniting evee-o.. cooe 26 lb 36 - T 3g° 47
Mackerel ..:v...... . 39 et 73 72 g6
HaddoCK yecneocesenn - 72 76 53 62 71

- Flounder o.....oo.... 30 61 56 73 56
y S Y cee. 169 301 311 226 207
PlaiCe ceveveecnnss . 85 128 110 ‘121 121
S01€ sucoreeres.s.n . 69 137 98 125 16¢

1/ Estimated wholesale price for Baltic catches.
( , :

The value of fish sold averaged 30;687,000 Kronor in 1936-U40,

It reached about 120,000,000 Kronor in 1043, With food supplies more

ample in recent years, the gross income of' the fishing industry has

shown a downward trend in recent years. able u)



Table 4 — Sweden: Approximate Sales Value of Salt Water Fish Caught

Year Herring 2. Other Fish Total
Million Kronor Million-Kronor Million Kronor

1936-1940 weeveensen 11 coo20. 0 31

1943~ }?us - R R 43 58 " - . 101

1546 & .., . 22 52 - o84

1auz Yo, 27 B 78

i Preliminary

The Government has fixed guarantee prices to producers for all -
important kinds of fish, This regulation.is financed by means of a
levy amounting to 5 percent of the sales value, on the West Coast,

4 percent on the South Coast, and 2 ore.per kilogram of herring*
sold. Prices are kept at or above the support level by the with-
rawing of any surplus from the market. DMNost of the surplus fish are
salted and only a small quantity are put into cold storage.

FOR

I:I_I

IGN TRaD

tel

If landings of fish in foreign ports by Swedish fishermen ‘are
considered, the exports of fresh and processed fish about equalled
the imperts in the period 1938-40. TForeign trade was insignificant
during the period 1942-LL4. Turing 1945-47, export deficits alter-
nated with export surpiuses, Due to good catches, an unusually large
export surplus of 33,263 tons was registered during the first 6 months
of 1548, (Tabdle 5).

Table 5 ~ Sweden: Foreign Trade in Fish, by Years

Year Fresh Processedl/ Total
T. Imports tons tons tons
1938-1940 ......vunn.. Ceeanen . 1,120 T 28,830 42,950
10HL it s 1,640 13,987 15,627
1842 e e . b,661 3,051 7,712
1642 L., um s mms mubEnd s 2,820 129 2,94¢
1988 ¢k aee s R P : 1,109 21 1,130
1045 ciiciiiea . e eaeaes 3,974 12,244 - 16,218
19UE LW viinmmemnmnnsiog sngadi ; 4,166 22,u34 . 26,600
1947 wiie i, Sus e v 8 7,78 . 19,926 27,715
an. June 1948 . .......iiiiae 2,235 4,122 6,357

Landings by
Year Fresh Processed@/ Total Swedish fishermen
in forelgn‘ports
II. Exports tons tons tons ~ toms
193819000 wax nus s xs 22,600 4,13C 26,73C . - 13,700
1941 ........ caeeee 2,121 1,455 3,576 . 1,164
LGS wivissnsain vos 1 161 192 : 7
19473 et = - - ' 2
TGHL wibsi pwm ona cee 22  L,572 - L 50k 8
1945 cieiirnniennne W3z 6,337 . 6,78C 6,731
1946 ciiieieien..e 4,992 28,818 33,810 13,000
TCHT woun wos vensnens 03152 11,708 17,260 6,900
Jan._June 10Ug. ... 12.526 231,121 34,647 6,686

1/ Principally salted herring. g/ Salted, spiced or smoked,
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_ . The foreign trade in fish in 1947 is shown below by countries of
--origln and’ destlnatlon (Table 6).

Table 6 ~ Sweden: TForeign trade in fresh and processed fish in 1947;
. by countrles of origin and destination,

Country of Origin 1 .
or Destination mports Exports

tons tons
CzechoSlovakia ec.eevacencercnccncecens - 5,186
THELY - 55 655 ok~ 566 wie 54 65 DR B . - 2,665
PO1ANA o.vvveensonescacnnasocecanens . 27 2,6l9
UeSuSeRe eeveeennocnesnnsanssoasnsanes - 1,613
FrancCe eceeeceencscoesascsassossonsona - 1,107
The Netherlands «..c...ooverevecacecnss 196 - 816
DENMATK ooesncoonsesoscsasessancssrson 3,052 . blo
Great Britain c...eceveceeveacorsencesns 3 &7
NOTWAY ovveeeeocsasnsansasncasceansens 19,867 527
BUBEEIE cumon nus vun nne vewnEe cus gy s 2 - 383
U Se Au seesnnuoncnnnenn G R B g G § W0 33
TCELANA 2ecevevoascoscsonsvncanconsnane oLl -
International Water's .eeeeceacecosonns 968 -
Other COUNtTieS eeevveenenceonesonsnace 148 1,05
Tokal , 58 o5 susesaesmananns ussssns Ofy LD 17,260
Add: Swedish landings in
foreign portsl/....... “hd B e - 6,9C0
All oeevoensececoasns T TITITI T o] 24,160

1/ Denmark, the Netherlands, and Great Britain,

As indicated, Norway, Denmark, and Iceland were the chief sup-
pliers. The exports went to a number of countries including Italy,
the Soviet Union and Soviet dominated states.

Most of the exports during the first half of 1948, altogether
34,647 tons--went to Czechoslovakia and the French Zone of Germany.
Denmark, the Netherlands and Great Britain were the recipients of
the volume of fish which was landed direct by Swedish fishermen at
foreign ports,

SUMNARY OF SUPPLY AND UTILIZATION

The following table shows the supply and utilization of fish,
including fresh water fish, during the period 1938-48. (Table 7).
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Table 7 — Sweden: Summary of Supply and Utilization of Fish,by Years
’ i Salt | Fresh | - 'Total i Direct iDomestic

Year § water _, water | At ‘ sup-;Ex-g ; landings in consump-
fcatchesﬁ/jcatchesl?or'SL piy - 2oF ° foreign ports’ tion
' 1000 ¢ 1000 {1000 {1000 1000 i 1000 [7 1000
i tons + tons itons  tonsitons | - tons | tonms
1938-40 | 116 : 13 ' B3 172 {27 14 i 131
1941 113 13 16 i Lo 1- i 137
1942 125 U A LY L= - v 147
1543 1k .15 i3 12 - - boo162
1944 126 i 15 b1 ks oL - TS |
1045 153 1 15 i 16 . 184 4 7 7 i 170
1646 C 169 115 27 21l 4 34 13 boo1es
k7, 13 | 15 28 ‘182 (17 ! 7 . 158
Jan, -June ! ! : : 5 E
ks Lo . 7 . 6 '107 ;135 ! 7 .65
Average 139 L Y 170 15 - 6. ' 150

1/ Including landings by Swedish fishermen in foreign ports,

As shown in tlie above table. catches of both salt and fresh
water fish averaged 153.000 tons per year during the period, If dir-
ect landings in foreign perts are included, Sweden had an average
annual net export of %,000 tons during the period. Domestic consump—~
tic¢n increased from 131,00C tons in 1538-40 to a peak of 170,000 tons
in 1945 and averaged 150,000 tons for the whole period,

It appears that the large exports in the first half of 19U4g
have resulted in some decline in consumption during the same period.
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