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PREFACE o e iR

The following translation of the fishery laws of Venczuela has been
nronared for the infermation of mersons interssted in the resulations
which govern oncratiens of forcien and natirral fishins enternrises in .
that country. These laws were in cffoct in 19LE; it is deubtf:l if other
than miner changes will be made during 149,

General Reguirements for
Commercial Fishineg in the Territorial
Watore of Venezuela

Resister the vesscl inder tie. Venezuelan flag.

Carry a Venezuelan flae captain.

Obtain o fishings license from the Scccion de
Pescvrras, Minist - rie de agricaltora y Cria,
Caracnas. e e '

L. Land the .catch 2t a Veneczuelan wort.

N+
- .

With reswect, to. itom Foo 1, it cheuld be berze in mind that the
catch of fereien vessels, if landed at o Venezueclan mort, is subject
to an import duty »f 1.5C Zolivares wer Xilo, =anwroximately 20 cents
ver nound U, S. currency: ‘Sinée the fisherncn rarely receive mnre,
usually less, than 1.50 Bolivares vor Tile, the im-crt gty g-ncrally
nmalzes it irmmossitle for forelsn vessoels te cormete witn Hational flag
vessels., In agddition there may bde delay in clearing the catch of
foreisn vessels throush custors. '

Yo, 02297
United States of Venezuela

Ministry of Agrieulture and Animal Fusbandry

“ PISZERIES LaVs

[Official Caz-tte of the United Statos of Venezmela, No. 21,529 of
October 8, 194k, Published 7 February, 1945, Ad-inistrative Direc-
tive Wo. 98, Ministry of Acricalture and Aniral Husbardry. ]
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Title I: General Coverage.

Article 1.

The fishery for fish, crustaceans, mollusks, chelonidae (turtles)
and amphibtious reptiles (alligators, etc.), svonges and cther snzcies
of marine, river and lalze animals, as well as the harvesting of ci:z of
turtles and armhkibious reptiles, are subject to the tcrms of this law,
of its ordinances, and of such resoluticns as may be mromulgated fer
its prover accommlishment, whatover vertains to tie vossessicn nind use
of the waters and lands where they cccur, and without vnrejudice te thne
fulfillment of that which is dirscted by other national laws, '

Svecial paragraph:

Pearl fisheries are not included as they are regulated by a saccial
law,=

Article 2.

The mnresent law amnlies to fisheries carried out by Venczuelan
flaec vessels onerating in territorial waters, whether or not the fiehory
vroducts are landed at a Venezuelan mnort.

Article 3.

The Federal Exoccutive has the autherity, throueh the Ministry of
Asriculturce and Animal Eusbandry, to establish fishery zones and romula-
tions for harvesting the smecies referred to in the article -bove.

Article 4.

The Government of the States, the Fadernl District, the Federal
Territories, and Municipalities, where fisheries mossibilities cxist,
should be disvnsad to assist in develoning and expleiting the fishiories
in cooperation with the Office of Agricrlture and Animal Rusbandry, and
collaborate with rewrescrtatives of the smecinl branches crncerned, for

the efficient overation of this law.
Article 5.

The Ministry of Afsriculture and Anizal Husbandry shall stirmulate an
increase in fisheries, favoring the intercsts of fishermen trrouvsh the

;/ See later section of this leaflet "Pearl oyster fishery re~-latirns)
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orsanizaticn of banlt credits for fisheries, of smort fishine clubs, and (E
by whatever other means it can devise for.develonnent.

Article 5.

Sub-surface scientific exnloraticns in the water, reesardless of their
rarmase, may not ‘e carried out without nmrevious n. r~ission from the
¥inietry of Asricultrre, and internsted -arties will be held resnonsidle
for unrecerssary damase te aguatic fauvna.

Article 7.

h carryinge ~ut sub-sarface elosive warie in the water, thcese
T J z
intercsted must strive for “ar-lcess ~-thods, and cbtain avthorizatinen
fram the Wor, Navy and Arricultyrce Departront.

article £.

Constructien ~f wat rwvays (eannls, ~tc.) and n~tier hyérauvlic works
mist be done in such 2 manner nis not to ~ndanser covwitic arimals, and
dare and dikes in gonernl shall be s~ ernstructed ns tc werrit the ~ussag
of fish by means of fish 1lodder with 2 maximim inelinati-n ¢f net nver
L5 deerees.

Article 9.

The Federal Executive is nuthoriz- & to crente an acnorary Natlornal (
Figheries Advisnry Com~issinn, consistine of a fisheries technician from
the Ministry ~f Agriculture, 2 s:aman from the Ministry of War and ¥Navy,
two fishermon and one revresentative of indastry.

article 10.

Trhe Ministry of Asricultare should ~ive attention to the develownrmoent
ané increase of fish nath:rles, at the same time watchins over the
ngervation of the snecics, and aveiding anything vhich misht nenace

it

cr
st ral,

v

Article 11.

—=

The fisheries law should be ~dninistered without interfering with
other ecencmic activities such as navigation, transmertation, services
and utilization of stinulated wators by means of concessicns
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Article 12.

For scientific purposes, there should be given to the Fisheries
Service of the Ministry of Azriculture an exammle of each snecies
which should be nromerly nreserved.

=]

itle II: Licenses

R

Article 13.

A license nust be obtained from the Ministry of Asriculture for
cormmercial, scientific or smort fishineg.

Article 14.
A special license fron the Ministry of Agriculture is required fer:

a. sponge fishing

b. fishing or capturec of cainans (allicntors)

c. fishins or coamture of freshwater turtles

d. Taking the esggs of turtles or allientors

e. Fishing on Government hatchery mromerty

f. Fishing in vnlaces declared by the Ministry of dcriculture
to be reserved zones

Fishing for home craswmticrn reguires no license, nor for sw»ort
fighing in salt water or in lakes directly cecnnected with the ocean.

The fishery in vlaces not subject te restrictions under letters
e and £ of this article, for edible animals other than fresh-water
turtles, recuires » license frem the Ministry of Asriculture whon for
comnercial vurnoscs and for mersens who work for the aceount of nthers,
or for vessels which carry a2 normal crew of more than three mnersons.

Licenses show the length of time valid, zone for which issued, and
such other informnticrn as the Denartment of Agriculture deems necessary.

Article 15.
Vessels exclusively for fishins and requirine more than thres in

the crew, rmst be resister Awith the Ministry of Asriculture nd use
such identification as the Ministry wrescribes.
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Article 16. ‘ Q

FPiswery authorities may not restrict the free novement of vessels
within the zone for which they hove received a license, and they may
arrive freely at all heurs of the day or night.

Article 17.

In reginns where there are se many fishermen that their omerations
intorfere with each other, the Ministry cof agriculture will establish
tvrns, ~nd create scheoels of oprortunity for fishermen.

Article 1F.

Tor the mamfacturs of fertilizers, neals and nils, there may bve
used, in ndditinn teo fish waste, only such snmecies as tne Ministry of
. . 2

sericalture amsmreves, —

Article 1G.

Anyone encacing in Tishine or »recessins acuatic froana mast subnit
to the Ministry of Asricrlture such renerts ~n oneratiens as the
Ministry recuests.

m
ry

tle II1

e

Article 20. (

The Federal Executive nmay, by means of resolutions prriulgated
throush the Ministry of Agsriculture:

a, Fix clersed s:asons and establisk limitations 2nd re-
strictione of the fisheries fer tarineg or capture,

ty smecies, and by zenes or —laces,

b. Prokibit fishery for animals whnse numbsrs have
been depleted.

C. Pronibit certain metheds of f

',J-
w
o
-
o
w9
3
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g
O
7
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H
@
)
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-

de To set uo clnsed areas frr natural or artificial breeding
aromonds, for nisration of smecies, fer culture and imnrove-
“ents which merit specinl wrotectinn, as well as the loca-
tinn of rofucres as seems aovnromriate,

L BT

2/ No smecies aave been so designated to aAnril 195G,
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e. Tale such other measures in regard te the aguatic fauna as
may be necessary for conservation and protection.

Article 21.

Snecimens below minirum legal size, or whose canture is forbidden,
mist be immediately returned to the water.

Article 22.

It is prohibited to fish with dynamite, fun-nowder, or other
exnlesive, carbide, lime, sulvbhur, acids, bartasco (rotcncne) and any
other chemical or natural elements which could injure the-aquatic fauna.

Article 23.

It is mrohibvited tr tnke any of the above named elements abeard
a fishing vessel, or for fishermen to moscess them while fishine,
even if not in a beat.

Article 24,

It is nrohibited to durm into the oce=n, rivers, crecks, lakes,
lagocns, and brooks, or in those res-rve zones set un under this law,
any netroleum, oils, ashes and whatever industrial residues or vastes
which have been found harmful to aguntic fauna, ~r wmrejudicial to fishing
nctivity.

It is sinilarly prohibited to throw or dewosit said elements in
nlaces from w-ich they micht naturally flow into the above named waters.

Snecial naragranh:

With regard to lcakages of metroleum or oil oricinating from vessels
which nly the territorial waters of the Renublic, and in the case ~f use
as insecticides, nr larvicides, the Law of Vieilance will govern tno
nrevent contamination of waters by metroleuvn, and the Law of Anti-Miasma
in the case nf larvicides.

Article 25.
It is vronhibited:

as To frighten awvay fish by benting the water, thrcwing in
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various otjects Ar bty maklng sounds.

b. To disturb water bottoms , dry out cormletely, or in nart,
any stream beds, destroy aguatic vemet~tirn and natural
formatinne where fish spawm, excent in special cases
auth-rized by the Ministry ~f Agriculture or by authority
of the Lav of Anti-Miasma,

¢. The introducticn, withmut »revinus nernission ~f the

Ministry of Agriculture, of any lzind of anirnl, foreign

or denestic, ~f a'ults, jiweniles, egrs nr cnbryos,

whnse natural habitat is aouatic..

Ta catch gresater -uantities than can te eaten, utilized,

or sold.

.
.

1

Tit)

(¢}

Insnection

article 25.

The Ministry ~f Agriculture, thronwen its field arents, will exercise
the utnmost vizilance cover the activities governed by this law. The agents
should nake daily visits tec »Hrisnners; tr-ar’ vesscls: insmect stores of
fish, sveng-s an’ other fishory =roducts wrether taken or -urchased;
insnect fishery establishmente ~nd ~laces ~f Ttusiness, commerce, ~r industry
far the ~urnose of seeing that the orders »f this law, its regulaticns and
resolutions are cemlied with,

Title V-

Penalties, Fines.
Article 27.

Infractinn of any of the directives of this law, or of the erders ~r
resrlutions ~rovided fer its comnlete 2xecutinn, will be menalized by
fines ranzing frem 50 to 10,000 Belivares ($16-$3,000) which will be
imscsed by the field agents accerding to the majer or minor sravity of
the infraction, the macnitude ~f the damage caused, and the ageravating
or extenuating circumstances attending each case,

Article 28.

Arneal from fines immosed under this law may be macde to the Ministry
of Asriculture, vhich will follow commletely the wrocedure set uw» in the
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.:Organic Law of the National Treasury.
TITLE VI
Article 29.
Thp Federal Executive, in carrying out the nresent law, will establish
sanitary standards for the fisheries, including capture, harvesting, trans-
portation, storage and sale of the spnecies and its exportation.

Article 30.

The fisheries law of 14 September, 1936, is hereby abolished.

Figshing -- Island of Margsarita
(Arestinga and Los Marites)

Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, Division of Livestock;
Resolution No. 20,
17 January 1942

For the protection and develovment of fishing areas of the lagoons
called "La Arestinga" and "lLos Marites," situeted on the Island of Mar-
earita, State of Nueva Esnarta, metnods of fishing are subject to the Tollow-
ing regulations:

lst. In the interior of the larocns, fishing is nermitted only:
: (a) With hooks number O (zero) to 7 inclusive.
(b) With cast nets of mesh size nown as "liseras" or 4
centimeters square (1.57 inches) after wettirg.
(¢) 6111 nets of mesh size no less than 10 centimeters
square (2.5 ins.) when wet/
(a) "with tranms having dimensions vrovided in Resolntion-
No. 21, of this same date. :

Totally and mermanently closed is a zone adjicent to

the lagoons, extending for a mile (1,825 meters) to

the West, by a2 mile from North to South, in accordance with
visible markers established by this office.

N
]
e

Specifications for Iraps



Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Husbzndry, Divisirn of Iivestoék,
Resolution No. 215 17 January 1942 -

To safcguard edible specics, the fishery with trams is subject to_
the fnllowing regsulaticns:

It is prohibited to use traps whose mesh onening between
two main sides is less than § eentimeters (1 7/8 in.) in width,

A merind of nine months will be allowed frem the date of
~ublication ~f this order for adantine fishing gear to the aboave

measurenents.

Resolutirn Wo. 19 dated 20 June 1941 is hersby rescinded.

Sniny Lobster (Palinurus argsus)

Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Hustandry, Division of Ecnnornic agricul-
ture, Sectirn of Fisheries, Resnlutirn No, 63, Caracas, June 1, 1948,

irticle 1. Fishine frr sniny lebster (lz2ncesta) is nrehibited during
the spavnine s~ason, June 15 te Angust 31,

A nerinrd of five (5) days after Junme 15 is 2llowed for disvesing of
sniny lobsters caught wrior to the closing date, after which the trans-
nnrtation and sale of the species is strictly forbidden until the end of
the closed season, Lugust 31.

Article 2. The canture, transportatien 2nd sale of spiny lobsters
measurine less than & centirmeters (3 5/32") from the bridee between the
eyes to the end of the caranace alonz the back, is prohibited at 2ll times.
Individuals measuring less than 8 cm. rust be returned alive imrediately
to the water from which taken. '

article 3, Likewise, it is vprohibited to fish for, transport and sell
any sv»iny lobsters bearing eges, regardless of the season of the year, and
such individual must be returned alive immediately to the water from which
they are taken. '

Article 4. It is mrehibited to fish for sniny lobsters by mcans of
electric lanterns nr any other type of light »nrojector.

a



Article 5. The nrevisions of this reculatirn ammly to fich.wnen, trans-
norters, and dealers,

Apticle 6. Violators of the mrovisions of this resolutinn my te
wanished by fines of from 50 to 10,000 Folivares ($16 to $3,000), na by
selzure of the sniny lobsters which, by reasen of lensth or eg~-henrins,
have been taken contrary to the reculations set us by this reselustirn,
Alsc forfeited will be the fishing imlements used in canture.

Article 7. Resolution No. 62, -romuleated June 18, 1947, is herchy
revoked,

Turtles, Orincco River

Division of Economic Agriculture, Fisheries Section, Resoluticn Wo. L, Caracas
January 28, 1946

For the purpose of subjecting the exploitaticrn of river turtles of
the Pararuma Islands, Playa Blanca, and Cabullarito, Orinoco River, State
of Bolivar, to a regsulation which will assure the frce utilizati~n ~f tiis
resource for the local fishermen, as well as fcr the »nrotection ~f the
species, the fishery for ecr canture of tvwrtles on the afore-mentioncd islands
are governed by the following snecial conditions:

1lst. The fishcry for, or canture of, the nbove-menticred turtlcs
are free of any fees, and the only reouirement for cxnloit~tien
is a free mermit which will be issued ty the Ministry of arri-
culture and Animal rusbandry throw i an agent at its office on

the Island ~f Pararuma,

2nd. Permits will only be granted to thrse mersens whe, in the
judgment: of the above-named official, crn sive assurance of
rrover utilization of the turtles cartured.

3rd. The season of exnleitatien of the turtles of the famous
islands will extend from February 20 to Anril 1 of each yenr,.ut
tnthdates may be made earlier or later, derendine cn tne arrival
or denarture of the turtles at the nestine beoches,

Any modification of the seas~n will be left t~ th»s ju’ m-'nt

of the Fisheries Sectirn, 24 ammle nrtificati~n vil® "~ ~ 70 +-
fishermen cencerned ihrnu~‘- the Ficheries Inswvectrr at Fararunm-.

Lth, Durins the course ~f the “resent sce-sen of 1646, .« 1ot .l €
800 turtles may e takq-n per day, to ne divided n-n. toe licers-i
fishermen as wrevicded in Article 24 Tihis cuuntity of turtles m7[
be incre-sed or decreased in succcedins years if toe c-onsorvaticon
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6f the species makes it advisable. 3_/ ; : & q

5th, All of the activities of capturing the turtles will de.
under .the sunmervision of a renr sentative ~f the Ministry of

Agriculture.

6th.. If, during the open season, the representative of the
Ministry notices 2 serious decrease in number of turtles on the
beaches, he may ston the canture to nrotect the renservation of

the svnecies,

7th. Absolutely prohibited is the exploitation of turtle eggs or
the newly hatched turtles.

8th. The waste mroducts of the turtles, such as caranaces, vlastrons,
he~ds, lees and other narts, should dbe turned. on remote varts of the
beaches.

9th. It will be the duty of the official named by this office to
see that the directives of this resoluti-n are commlied with.

TROUT FISHING

Ministry of Agriculture and #nimal hus.andry, Office of Econcmic dgricul-
ture, Fisheries Sectiocn, Resolutien No. 1, Caracas, 17 January 1947, (1
For the nurmnse of r- nlating the fisher; for smecies of trout remre-

sented by the varieties rainbow and brook (Salmo shastz and Salvelinus

fontinalis), to assurc their propagaticn and ~rotection:

Article 1. Fishing for trout is »nrohibited during the smwawning se«son,
from November 1 to the last day of February.

Article 2. A smecial mermit, non-transferable, is required for trout
fishirng, whick mermit may be issued free of charge by Fisheries Inspectors
and Directors of Fish Hatcheries irn the zones where trout occur.

~Article 3. Trout may be taken -nly for smort fishing or home conswm- -
tion., They may not enter into commerce, and buying or selling is »rohibited.

3/.1000 ver day for 37 days, 1949.
12—
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- dwiedle 4. It is vrohibited to fish for trout measuring less-than

T 20 centimeters (7 7/8") from the tiv of the snout to the base of the
caudal fin., All specimens captured under the above length must be re-
turned alive to the water from which they were taken.

Article 5. No more than 15 fish‘may be taken by one person per day.
A narty of 3 or more persons may take not over 45 fish ver day.

Article 6. A fishing day extends from 5 a.m. to 7. DM,

. Article 7. Fishing may be done only by means of a line, with or
withorut a nole (cane), using natural or artificial bait.

Article 8. It is strictly »rohibited to use seines, cast-nets,
travs or woven articles, regardless of form or material, for taking trout.

Article 9. It is strictly nrohitited to enter rivers, lagnons or
other todies of water for the =urnose eitiier of catching them directly, or
by stirring un the water, or by using a-maratus of any nature other than
vermitted by this Resolution.

Article 10, It is mrohibited t~ drain lekes, shift the course of streams,
or dry un any secticn of the same for the ~urpose of catching trout.

Article 1ll. Violators of these regulations will e nunicrhed by the
officials named ir article 2, as mrovided in the Fisheries Law,

LAY OF THE PEARL 1?"Sn.c.PY

Decree of the Congress of the United States of Venezuela. Published
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Eusbandry, Administrative
Division, Caracas, 7 February 1945, Resoluti~n ¥o. 99.

TITLE 1

Article 1. The Pearl fisheries are crnsidered in the. double
character of a nati-nal industry and a source of rsvonue, and will bte
under the control and administration of the Federal ZExecutive.

Article 2. The Tederzl 3xecutive nay undertaize, having arrived at
a decision previously in the Council .ef Miristers, the exploitation of the
oyster beds, when in his judgment it will he in the interest of the Treasury
and the conservation and develonrment of the wearl fisheries.

] e .



Article 3. The Demartment of Agriculture and Aniral Hustandry shall '%1
make investigations and studies for the increase of qyster Peods and to i
establish methods of exnloitation which will prevent either depletion or q
extinction. o . "

TITLE 1II

Article 4. The Ministry of Agriculture, by means of sneC1a1 resolu-
tions, shall cstablish the limits of the mearl fishing zones, 4/ within
which it shall be strictly nrohitited te carry on any activity foreien to
the nmearl fishery, which is nrosecuted by means of dredges, scanhanders
and skin diving, excent in srecial cases exnresqu wumhorized bty the above-

mantioned Denartment.

Article 5. The Federal Executive shall declare an onen scason for rear)
fishing, by means of a2 Resolutinn of the Ministry of Agricwlture, to be
nublished at least 60 days wmrior to the owenlng date, the season to extend
from January 1 to Anril 30.

Article %. In_order to foresee the -effect of the above article, the
Ministry of Aericulture shall arrange for a timely commletion ~f the tech-
nical studies of the situatinxn,

. A zone shall be considered sultable for 01*101tdt1rn wnvn a sammle of
l 000 kilograns (2,204 1vs.) of oysters yi<ld mor= than one gram of vwearls
for -each 50 kilograms (110 1bs.). 5/ o '

Article 2. Wien in the course of tne seascn, the Administrator or the
attorneys of the Pearl Fisheries find evidence tht one or more mearling 6
erounds should be closed, he vill immediately inform the Ministry of '
Agriculture which will obtain an exmert oninion. If this confirms the bad
conditions of the oyst>r bed or beds, whether dus to excessive exnloitation
or natural rhencmena, the above-mentioned Demartment, by means of an in-
formative resolution, will suspend, martially or totally, such exnloitation
for as long as the conditon exists. : '

Article 8. Pearl fishing may be carried on by mecans of skin diving,
dredres =2nd scarhanders. The Ministry of Asriculture shall have the author-
ity to limit, when it helieves necessary, the namoer of diving amnaratus
emloyed during exch omen season, or to »rerhibkit its use tcmworﬂrliy.

For this limitasion, th: Ministry shall talze into 2écount. the tomo-
grarhy of the -earl beds nd their extent and richness.

- . ame

L/ See MAC Resolutlons ¥o. 115, 5 Uctober 194h. and No. 124 31-October 1944
v. 29.

/ A minimum nearl ﬂroductxrn of 90 carats or 36n graiqs ner short ton of
live oysters.

__iu_ﬁ



-Article 9. Pronoters desiring to licenss scan-nders rmst be rercistered
in the Branch ~f Administration 8/ within 40 days following the date of
rublicetinrn Z/ of the Resnlution establishing an omen sea2scn and givine
their names, =né the numbor ~f contrivances they iatend to use, under tioe
nen2lty of lasing their rieght to it, if they have nct reristered within the
time limit. Registratirn of dredees and skin divers may be drne =2lso “urings
the omen seasnon, lut the Federal Executive may limit the nunmber cof dr-dses
whese registrntion will be mernitted to each »romatser, The Ministry ~f
agriculture +ill encdenwoer tr receoncile the interszsts ~f the variras closses
of anmlicnnts.

article 10, Fisharmen shdll be oblig-ted to!

1, Bring alive tr slicre, thrse mrllusks, whicn ~re
cormletely develrnmed, rithout tnking ~anything therefr-:n fer
themselves. :
2. To return to the sen inmedintely the nellasks wihich are
found neot te be cimmletly develoned, conmrrnly called
"chells in flewer," 8/
3. Tn fill rut accurntely the frrms frr nltaininge stoticticnd
data, vhich re attnched tn the license, rnceedins in ncerr-
¢rnce with instrctinns giver in them,
TITLE III
Article 11. Tn eneage in the industry a license is reorvired which will
be issued by the Ministry of Agricultare threwuesh the Administrter ~f tioe
Pearl Fishery,

. Article 12, Tn obtain a license, the awnlicunt shall direct » recn st
to the Administratnr ~f the P-arl Fishery, ~ivine his name, surnane or
business name, and address; the system of fishing te ‘& used; the li=i, nare,
tonnare, and dimensicns ~f the vessel; number of the rogistraticon certificat.:,
and the date and issuing cffice; name and bisiness name ~f the vess 1 roner,
the financial huaclker or cantaiu. The anwmliciti~n mast shew the ferfeiture,
cancellatien, and other »roevisi~ns of the recistrati-n certificate. 2/

Translaterr's Note: There fellows a scotirn fealine vrith tre duties of
the Adninistrator ~f the Prarl Fisheries in nendling annlicatirrns.

éj Subseouent to 1G48 anvlic-tien is. made t~ the Serceinn d- Posca, Ministry
to the Seccirn de Pisca, Ministry of agric-lture, Car=cas.

7/ In the "Gaceta Oficial de los Estndes Unidns de Venrcucla,"

8/ The text (conmy Nn. 02756) ammears to te incomslete.

9/ The text whrase is "caracter dcvelutoe,"

| .



Article 13. The licensos exnire nn the last "ay of each mrnth and may
be renewed ~n payment of the »rp-er fres fer a cnmmlete month.  The licenlm

contain the fellowing "atal

a. Wamsani basiness =are nf licenses

b. Ser al nariver

c. Menth for vlich grnd

d. Bonndarles Anf the area 21llrwad fer »vnrlings.

\)

article L. Translater's Hnote: OC-or taluu instructi~ns for tihe gaid neé

N
~rf the Ad~inistrater in meeninge 1

article 15, “hen a license has “z-ired the licensec shall retara it te
the Ad-inistrater ~f the P arl Fighery.

article 156. The Federal Sxccntive trr-w h tic Ministry af asriculture
shall set thre value nf the licenses frr each ~~eon s 2asrn v reans nf a

-

Resnlutirn ~-T1lished in the "Gaceta Cficial de lrns Tstiérs Unidrs Ae Vene-
ouzela," at leact 30 “nrs mriscr - the Lo indine cf ‘he eoen g neen.

’ -
s

Snecial Parasranh: The valus ~f n license for each "mnit" nay 1ot
cxced 1,000 Bolivares frr cﬂﬂ’?:n*ers, 150 Zelivares frr drel.as, -rd 20

N
s (v
Bnlivarcs for ekin 2iv-ore, 1th r nr’ tr tihe lattior, it is uanderstr~d that
a "mit" ig a £ Fivores.

crem ~f un to

N

article 17. Lhe weriine cres of ench vessel inten’in. tn use scan— ‘
handers or fredges shall censist ~f n-t 2 than the f~llowin~:
inl

Sor mearling vith scanhonders: a rmastor, an” fer eack seannarnder

emmlore? a head diver, Aiver's anmrentice, line tenfer ~nd L searmen.,

For dredging: a mast-r, and cne.searman for the vesc<el, ~n’ rcne semman
frr each “redre,

Dredges moasaringe mrre than 1.0 x 0,70 =méters (mmorex. 36 x 31 inches),
are wrehibited,

FTHET P

PPy 5 )

article 18. 3Zvery wersrn wishines te transfer “earlq frem the fishing
zene to ancther mart of the country <-~mld wresent them teo the Adninistrator
of the Pearl Fishery so that he can vorify the lot and make a record ~f the
weight cf each ~f the commercial ty-os, cividing t-e mearls accardine to

- 16 -



-ﬂmality; tétal weight:and value., =Having comnlied witihh these reouirements,
$he:Administrator: will-  issue quickly and freely to the applicant a certi-
ficate, without which the authorities will not mermit shipment.

‘Article 19. Custom officials will demand from exporters of vearls, a
certificate of the Ministry of Agriculture or officials of the Peurl Fishcry
vhich certifies the legitimate origin of the species,

Article 20. All dealers, one month before the opening of the serason,
and onhe month after the closing, should present the vearls, or certificates
of their existence, to the Administrator of the Pesrl Fishery so that this
official can verify =and record the weirht and cuality of all pearls retained.

Article 21. Trade in artificial or cultured vearls is declared illegal,
The sale, -as natural vearls, of cultivated or artificial vearls in any form
whatever, shall be subject to the dispositirn of the Penal Code.

TITLE V

Articles 22, 23, and 2k, Translator's Note: These deal with administra-
tion, personnel, and functions of various officers of the Pearl Fishery.

TITLE VI

Article 25. In the accounting office of the Ministry of Agriculture
the activities of this branch shall te recorded under the headine of "Peaorl
Pishery."

Article 26. The Ministry will comnile the following datat
a. NMumber of nyster beds and their geographical loc=ztion.
b. Extent of the oyster beds,
c. Denth of water over the beds.
d. Quantity and ouality of pearls w»nroduced.
e, Amount of mearls exmorted.
f, Work done to make new heds ~nd develon existins ones.
g. Methods =dorted to prevent ill:iral fishing, '
he Other characteristics of the industry in the country.

Article 27. The Ministry of Asriculture shall determine what vlaces
are suitable for the establishment of oyster beds, based on technical studies.

o 17 =
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Article 28, Those enraged in the industry shall contribute to the (
formation of new oyster beds, nlacing at the disposal of the Governmpnt ;
up to 25% of the shells taken. In case the owner, without a satisZactory
explanation, fails to use the remeining shells within a ye r following
the close of the season, the GCovernment may disvose of them for the
creation and develonment of oyster lheds, )

Article 29. ‘he Administrator and the attorneys should be oresent
at the time of plantine and prepare & renort of the activity for tae
Ministry, sotting forth the location of tre place, and the guantity
of shells planted.

TITLE VIII

Article 30. The granting of nermits for exvloration is left to
the judement of the Ministry cf Arriculture, which, if they grant
the same, shall take nrecautions to rrevent ‘mown areas from being
entered and exploited ~n the nrrtext of ex-loratinn.

Article 31. In the mermits for exvloration, the Ministry of Asri-
culture may authorize tne licensee to exploit the oyster beds which ne
discovers, tut only temporarily, and in terms which de not establish
rients, tut only a rcasonable comvensation for the cost of the explora-
tory work.

Article 32, In »o case will a wermit bec glven to e¢xmlore in areas
already exnloited, or in those in vhich the Ministry of Agriculture (
has certain knowledge of tl:z existence of wearls,

I‘&EI - L]

Y

B

Article 2?3, To encage in fishirg by mrans of a scavhander, e¢ach
diver must have a dinloma issued by the Ministry of Aericul ture.

Snecial Paragranh. While waiting for the divloma, the diver may
be nrotected by a nrovisinnal certificate granted by the Yommission
mentioned in the article below,

Article 34, The Ministry of Aericulture shall name a commission
comoesed of the Administrator of the Pearl Fishery, an attorney and
threc exmerts, which shall exercise the following functions: :

1. Prenare a list of oualified divers as of the date of

this law,
2. Examine merscns desiring to use the scaphander. .

- 18 -~



3. Issue without charge to- each registered diver a pro-
visional certificate of aptitude which shows nation-
'ality, name and title, age, marital state, home address,

_and length of exverience as a diver.

Paragranh 1. For admission to an examination, and
registration as a diver, the applicant shall present a
medical certificate in which it shall be clearly set forth
that the aprlicant meets the physical reguirements for
diving without any danger to his health.

Paragraph 2. The certificate of aptitude along with
the medical certificate, will be sent to the Ministry of
Agricilture, which if it concurs, will grant the anmpro-

_oriate diploma.

Article 35. Every merson engaged in fishing with scanhanders is
under the obligation of allowing, on each ¥=ssel, one avprentice
diver selected by him, or cdesignated by the Commission mentinrned
above, such anprentice to be at least 17 years old and provided with
the nromer medical certificate of physical fitness for the diving
profession.

Article 36. The master diver is under the obligation to mass on
to the apnrentice the necessary knowledge of diving, and to train nin
in the practical work resvecting it.

article 37. When the asplrant has concluded his amprenticeship,
he will vresent himself before the Commission as provided ia Article
34, for an examination of general knowledgze with practical proof of
descent in the ocean, and if approved, will receive a provisicnal
certificate authorizing him to practice the professien in conformity
with the present law., After thres months of satisfactery oractice,
he will receive the diploma.

Article 38. Within the 15 days following the establishment of
the number and tyme of anparatus tc be licensed, as treated in Article
8, the divers using scaphanders must obtain a renewal of their
health certificate by having a new medical examination. The lack of
this certificate is sufficient grounds for not issuing the license.

Article 39. The master diver will be resnonsible for accidents
which, through his carelessness, hanpen to the annrentice in kis
charge. ’ '
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Article 40. The fellowing illeqal acts will be ~unished ty:
2. Fishing for nearls without the necessary license,
fishine ~utside the scas~n, nnd fishing at any tipe in
areas not ovened for exnlnitation: by fines of from 1,000
te 5,000 Bolivares (dollars $330 - $1,6000), and lose
of zear and wearls,

b. Not returnin- te the sea the mcllusks in "flower"
(fully develonel) ; the cnonine of mnllusks ~nd taliing of
nrarls abozrd a vessel, and nct suntlying cornletely the
data recuired b this law: a fine »~f from 100 to 500
Bolivares (§33 - $195).

¢. Transveriings ~carls in vi-~loetisn of ~revisirns of

this law: by fines ~f fr~- 1,00¢ - 20,000 Bolivares
($323-26,0650) accoriing to the ,ravity cf the crine,

d. Keering the license ner- tian 5 days after exniration:
fine »f 100 3~liv-res (333).

Article 41. acenmmlices of viatev-r kind of viclatisr of tris
law »ill be —unished indiviiually Ly a fine e~ual tc -ne half of that
irmosed on the auther of the vinlaticon,

Article L2, Vialatirn ef Articla 21 (crmnmerce in artificial cor
cultured mearls) will *e ~wnished 1y a fine ~f from 2,000 to 20,000
Bnlivares ($660-$6,8060) ard less ~7 th. merchcadise. (1

article =3, Anyrne concealirny a2 rread ar »rofiting dy 1t will
be nurished according tc tihe nrovisirns ~f the wmennl ccde,

Article 4&, Revmetiti~n +4i11 le —-unished as the Pennl Cele
nrnvides, and by cxclusi~n frem tia fisrery during twe seasons.

Article 45, Virlatirne nnot snecificnlly assi-ned te other
Aatherities for dismnsition will be Jealt with by the administr..tor
nf the Pearl Fishery for a-nra-rinte actirn, or tr summens of the
attrrneys, as the case n~y te.

i
law, an anpeal may be made befrre the Minister of Agriculture, follow-
ingm in every resmect, the —roceedinge sct 'm in the orfanic law rf

the Internal ERevenue.

Article 6. Frem the wenalties immosed in ennforrmity with this

L
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_ -=A“'ﬂny'oﬁhér”violations of the directives of this law
- B ulations-wiTl ‘be punished by a fine ~f 20 to 2,000 Bol-
ivares ($6 50 ~$660)

TITLE XI

Article 48. Every maritime authority, customs agent and mclice,
subject .to the Federal Executive, is obligated to watch over the
carrytng~out of this law, and $> give effective and decisive sumwmort
to the Administrator or other officials of this service, when asked
. to do so.

Article 49, The law of 22 July 1935 is rescinded.
Ministry of Agriculture

Resolution No. 115, Caracas, Oct. 5, 1944,

Resolved:

‘ By direction of the President of the Republic, and in
accordance with the orovisirns of Article 4, Law of the Pearl Fish-
ery, the limits of the pearl fishine zones are outlined as follows:

All that part within the meridians 63 de-reces 40 minutes 00
seconds, and 64 degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds West Longitude, bounded
on the North by the »arallel 11 degrees, 15 minutes OC seconds North
latitude, and on the South by the mainland.

Resolution No. 124, Caracas, 31 October 194L.

By direction of the President of the Republic, in conformity
with the decree of Articles 5 and 6 of the Law of the Pearl Fishery,
and in accordance with the findirgs of exmlorations and wractical
technical studies, the exnloitable zone is considered to be in an
area between 62 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds and 64 desrees CO .
minutes 00 seconds West lonsitude, bounded on the Korth by a line
corresvondins to 11 degrees 15 minutes CC seconds North Latitude
and on the South by the mairland, or it would be, the field of
oyster beds situated East of a straight line iiich, frem the lNorth
passes over the ton of the hill of San Juan, to Punta Carenero or the
Island of Mar~arita and to the west ~f Coche Island te the mainland,

21~



and in conseguence, there is declared open solely ingtheHQfﬁ;;gbedlzcno.
a mearl fishing seascn which will begin January 1, 1945, and‘dioseﬂlpril
30 of the same year. - .

’

THEZUELAN IMPORT DUTIES
Pish, Fishery Products, Industrial Supplies..

Class Bolivares Dollars . Qlass .‘-Bglivare% Dollare
ner Kilg;J_ ver 1b, A per Kilo per 1b.

1 0.05 0.0068 6 2.00 0.272

2 0.10 0.0136 7 5.00 0.68

3 0.20 . 0.0272 8 10.00 1.36

4 0.50 0.068 9 20,00 2,72

5 1.00 0.136 10 50.00 6.80

Rate mer Kilo (2.2 1b) exchange rate: 1 Folivar is valued at
.298,

s

Fish Products, dried,stdted, nreserved in salt, or smoked.
_——taa LS s YD ?

Class
A, Herrings 5 +20%
B. Codfish 5 +205
C. Sardines 3 +40%
D. Unsvnecified 5 +20%
Fish Products cxcent above:
(Includes canned ~roducts)

Class
A, Herrings 5 +20%
B. Tunny 5 +20%
C., Cod 5 +20%
D. Salmon 5 +20%
E. Sardines in

unsnecified form 3 +L40%
F. Shellfish 6
G. Caviar 8
HE. Unsnecified 5 +20%
Fish Flour (Meal) 1 +98%
Fish Hooks 1
—22m .
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Fishing Lines (Animal Bristle)

Class

3

Does not include cotton or linen)

Whale Bone
Tortoise Shell

A, Unmenufactured

B. Manufactured in
combs

C. Manufactured in
unsnecified form.

Mother of Pearl
A, Unmanufactured

B, Manufattured

Shells

A, Unmanufactured

B. Manufactured

C. Ground oyster shells

Corals

A, Unmanufactured
B, Manufactured

Sponges

Vegetable Bristel

ar-agar
Cork

Unmanufactured
Manufactured
Fragments bonded for
insulation

owr

Class
5

7

Q
—
L
9]
12]

o

10

Class

5
7

wn = N N0~ W3~

= O\ &

+20%

-20%

-20%
~20%

~20%

~20%
+20%

-20%
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Boats 1 ~-50% ) ‘

‘ Loy nng? i
Motors 1 ~98% g PRl
Anchers, granueils, ~90% : =

rigeing chains

Fibres, unmanufactured

Class
A. Manila 1 +60%
B. Unsmecified 2 +60%
Fibres, manufactured
Rone L +30%

Exemt L
Marine life saving equinment =nd diving apparatus.

Prohibited or reserved to Government
Marine salt, rock salt, natural or false —earls.

Prepared in the Office of Foreiegn Activities, Fish and Wiidlife Service,
by Rovert O. Smith, February, 1949,
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