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PREFACE 

THE INFORMATION AND DATA CONTAINED IN THIS 
REPORT HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TOGETHER FROM MANY SOURCES , 
INCLUDING DESPATCHES FROM UNITED STATES EMBASSY AND 
CONSULAR POSTSj TRADE JOURNALS FROM VARIOUS COUN­
TRIESj JAPANESE OFFICIAL STATISTICS OF THE MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY, INCLUDING THOSE OF THE 
JAPANESE FISHERIES AGENCYj AND NEWSPAPER REPORTS 
FROM JAPAN AS WELL AS OTHER COUNTRIES . MANY OF THE 
REPORTS DEALING WITH OVERSEAS JOINT OPERATIONS ARE 
INCOMPLETE OR CONFLICTING. IN SOME CASES AN ACCORD 
WAS REACHED ON A JOINT OPERATION IN 1956 OR 1957, 
BUT MORE RECENT I NFORMATION IS LACKING TO INDICATE 
WHETHER UNFORESEE N OBSTACLES AROSE TO PREVENT THE 
OPERATION, OR WHE THER IT IS STILL IN PROCESS OF 
DEVELOPMENT OR IS ACTUALLY IN PRODUCTION. THESE 
CASES ARE NOTED IN THE DESCRIPTION OF THE OPERATION 
UNDER THE REFEREN CE COUNTRY IN THE SECTIO N, "OVER ­
SEA~· OPERATIONS BY COUNTRIES." 

CERTAIN JAPANESE FISHING VESSELS OPERATE FROM 
BASES I N ONE COUNTRY FOR A LIM I TED T I ME, CHANG I NG 
BASE THEN TO ANOTHER COUNTRY. BECAUSE OF THESE 
FREQUENT CHANGES AND THE LACK IN OFFICIAL STATISTICS 
OF SPECIFIC LISTINGS OF VESSELS AND CATCH BY GIVEN 
AREAS, INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT CANNOT 
BE CONSIDERED COMPLETE AND ACCURATE . LISTS SUCH AS 
THOSE IN THE TABLES ARE NECESSARILY APPROXIMATIONS , 
AND PRES EN TED TO SHOW THE GENERAL MAGNITUDE OF JAPAN ­
ESE OVERSEAS-BASED OPERATIONS. 

DATA ON THE CATCHES MADE BY THESE OPERATIONS 
ARE FRAGMENTARY. IN MOST CASES THE CATCHES OF JOINT 
COMPANIES ARE BELIEVED INCLUDED WITH THOSE OF THE 
FOREIGN COUNTRY. IN OTHER INSTANCES THE CATCHES MAY 
BE FERRIED BACK TO JAPAN OR LANDED IN THE FOREIGN 
COUNTRY AS A DIRECT EXPORTj THESE CATCHES ARE THEN 
INCLUDED IN JAPANESE OFFICIAL STATISTICS. 
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DEVELOP}ffiNT OF OVERSEAS -BASED FISHERIES 

During 1tJor1d War II most of t he large Japanese fishing vessels 
were destroyed. Consequently, fel-l high-seas operations could be con­
ducted until large vessels were built and the SCAP (MacA.rthur) Line 
imposed by Allied authorities in 1946 was relaxed. Although the SCAP 
Line was changed at various times to enlarge Japanese fishing areas, 
these changes did not permit the Japanese to fish distant offshore 
waters freely. With the end of the Occupation in 1952, the Japanese 
began to develop high-sea s operations on a large scale. 

As the Japanese fishing fleet expanded and Japanese vessels be­
gan to fish waters more distant from their home shores they found 
some areas closed which had been fished intensively by them before 
World War II. The major restrictions placed by foreign nations on 
Japanese fishing operations have been along the Chinese and Korean 
coasts, in the Sea of Okhotsk, in the North Pacific off Kamchatka, 
and in the Arafura Sea pearl-shell fishery. The countries involved 
claimed that these restrictions were necessary in the interest of 
conservation of species of limited production or to reserve fishing 
grounds for their own nationals. In some cases the restrictions were 
involved in international political policy. 

These restrictions and other factors, such as the concentration 
of fishing in the already overcrowded areas near the homeland, gave 
impetus to the building of large vessels for distant operations. New 
fishing grounds were sought and the Japanese fisheries expanded to 
new· high-seas areas of the world. As distances increased from the 
fishing grounds to the homeland, bases abroad were sought and fishery 
operations based overseas came into existence. 

J oint overseas fishing enterprises have been sponsored primarily 
to invest Japanese capital in areas where rich fishery resources ex­
ist, to relieve pressure on Japanese resources by removing vessels 
and fishermen from the coastal fisheries, to foster emigration, and 
to reduce the cost of operating large vessels in overseas areas by 
providing them with bases nearer the fishing grounds. 

The overseas fishery agreements are on a basis of (1) joint com­
panies to conduct fishing and processing operations, (2) contracts 
or concessions to supply fishery products to local markets or proc­
essing plants or for export, (3) technical assistance, (4) explor­
atory fishing, (5) refueling or transshipment bases, or (6) selling 
directly in a foreign port fish taken by high-seas operations. A 
single agreement in a foreign country may consist of one or more of 
these arrangements. Some joint fishing enterprises are conducted at 
the request of a foreign country to train nationals in modern fish­
ery methods and provide fishery products for the local market or 
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for export. Some have been established primarily to explore the 
possibility of tuna fishing in waters distant from Japan. 

Recent information indicates that joint fishery companies are 
actually in operation in about 15 countries, principally in Asia and 
Latin America (figure 1). Joint companies involve capital partici­
pation by foreign interest, private or government, with the Japanese 
furnishing technical direction, vessels and gear, and frequently 
processing Imchinery. For example, in Brazil, as many as nine pro­
posals have been reported in different st~ges of implementation. 
Some are in the research and investigation stage or are pending cap­
italization or government approval. 

A concession may be in the form of a contract to supply raw ma­
terial to a processing plant as Japanese fishing vessels are doing 
in the operation in Samoa, or supplying fish to a local market and 
the export trade as in the contract in Haiti. 

Japanese fishery experts and expeditions have been furnished to 
underdeveloped countries on request and have cooperated with the 
technical assistance activities of the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion of the United Nations. In a few cases the Japanese have obtained 
fishing rights in coastal areas in exchange for technical assistance 
in processing and marketing fishery products. 

Refueling and transshipment bases , such as the operation at 
l1ombasa, Kenya, nay be for purposes of avoiding a long voyage to the 
homeland. The operation involves only the purchase of proviSions 
and fuel and the transfer of catches to a refrigerator ship for 
ferrying back to Japan. At bases such as Italian ports, the catch 
is sold within a quota and under permit; the ships refuel and return 
to the fishing grounds. The contract in Haiti embraces, in addition 
to supplying fish locally, the sale of tuna for transshipment to a 
cannery in Puerto Rico. 

The Japan Overseas Fisheries Cooperative Association, founded 
in 1956, reported that by mid-1958 there were 38 active overseas 
projects employing 130 vessels. These included 12 joint enterprises, 
9 programs of supplying vessels or technical guidance, 16 foreign­
based fishing operations, and 1 arrangement for direct export. At 
that time it was estimated that nearly as many more projects 'tiere in 
various stages of implementation. 

Japanese overseas fishery enterprises in one or more of their 
many forms are now in operation or planned in more than 35 countries. 
These enterprises cover wide and diversified fields of fishery en­
deavor, and are conducted in most of the oceans of the world (table 1). 
Approximately 200 Japanese fishing vessels are at present based in 
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TABLE 1. LOCATION AND TYPE OF ACTIVITY OF JAPANESE FOREIGN-BA SED 
VESSELS, AS OF 1958 

COUNTRY 

ISRAEL 

ITALY 

MACAO 

MADAG ASCAR 11 

MA LAYA 

MO ROCCO 

NEW HEBRIDES 

PA K ISTA N 11 

PHILIPPINES 

RY UKY U ISLANDS 

SAMO A 

S ARA WAK 11 

SI NG AP ORE 11 
THAILAND 11 

VENEZ UELA 

VIET NAM 

(CONTI NUED) 

TYPE OF ACTIVITY 

TUNA, BOTTOM FISH, F I S H­
MEAL, PEARL CULTURE 

TUNA 

( 1 ) 

TUNA 

TUNA 

TUNA 

TUNA 

S HRIMP 

TUNA, MACKEREL, SA RD INES, 
FISH MEAL, PEA RL CU LTURE 

PEARL CUL TURE 

TUNA 

TU NA 

TUN A AND BOTT OM FI S H 

TUNA 

TUNA AND BOTTOM FISH 

BOTTOM FI S H 

ARE A OF OPE RATIO N 

EA S TE RN ATLAN TI C AND 
RED SEA 

ATLA NTI C OCEAN 

EA S T AND SO UTH CHINA 
SEAS 

WE STER N INDIAN OC EA N 

INDI AN OCEAN 

EASTERN ATL ANTIC OCEAN 

SOUT H AND CEN TRAL 
PACIFIC OCEAN 

BAY OF BE NGAL 

WE S TERN PACIFIC , 
SOUTH CHINA S EA 

COASTA L WATERS OF THE 
RY UK YU I S LANDS 

SOUTH AND CENTRA L 
PACIFIC OCEAN 

SOU TH CH I NA SEA AND 
EAS TE RN INDIAN OCEAN 

I NDI AN OCEAN 

WE STERN PACIFIC AND 
EASTERN I ND I AN OCEAN 

CARIBBEA N SEA 

SOUTH CHI NA S EA 

11 OPERATION NOT YET SETTLED, OR PRESENT STA TUS UNKN OWN. 
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foreign countries and engaged in joint operations, concession fish­
ing, or in training or investigatioml wor k . About 140 of these are 
tuna vessels (table 2), most of them in the long-line fishery. Some 
of these vessels are fishine for existing plants in foreign countries. 
The areas of overseas tuna activity are principally the Indian, the 
South, Central, and Eastern Pacific, and the South and Central Atlan­
tic Oceans. Tuna processing plants are in operation, building, or 
planned in about 15 countries. Other processing plants in operation, 
under construction, or planned include sardine canneries, shrimp and 
crab canneries and freezing plants, fishmeal plants, and freezers to 
handle edible fish caught in the travTl fishery and consumed locally. 

GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF OVERSEAS OPERATIONS 

Japanese governmental control and sponsorship of all overseas 
fishery operations is exercised to a greater degree than in other 
countries. This suPervision of the industry by government is rec­
ognized abroad as having played an import.ant part in the expansion 
of Japanese overseas fishing. Control and sponsorship is exercised 
t}~ough the Japanese Fisheries Agency and the Japan Overseas Fisher­
ies Cooperative Society. Bilateral agreements, however, involve 
Japa.nese private fishing companies and the fishing interests of a 
number of countries throughout the world. 

The Japanese Government controls overseas fishing operations 
chiefly through licenSing fishing operators and by limiting the num­
ber of licenses in some area s. In order to prevent a disruption of 
prices through local market gluts, competition with exports from the 
Japanese homeland, and resistance leading to restrictive legislation 
and tariff in other countries, the Government of Japan, through its 
Japanese Fisheries Agen~, has applied total quota limits for export. 
Each fishery company engaeed in direct oversea s landings in foreign 
countries is assigned a part of the quota for the countries in which 
its catch is landed. Joint Japanese-foreign enterprises are not in­
cluded in this quota or license s,ystem as the fishery is considered 
a part of the foreign country's national product. 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency, in consultation with the Foreign 
Office and the Ministry of International Trade and Industry, has 
"lorked out broad poli~ lines to be followed in the rna tter of direct 
delivery of tuna abroad by Ja.panese fishing boats and for export to 
the United States. These policies are embodied in the following: 

(1) Permission to land fish abroad will be granted 
separately for each trip after consultation with the 
t wo ministries mentioned above; this is not applicable 
to landings at Samoa and at Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides. 
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TABLE 2. JAPANESE FISHING VESSELS BASED IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

COUNTRY 

ARGENTINA 
AUSTRALIA 
BRAZIL 
BURMA 
CAMBODIA ?J 
CEYLON 
CH I L E 
COLOMBIA 
CUBA 
HAITI 
INDIA 
INDONESIA ?J 
IRAN 
ISRAEL 
ITALY 

MAL AYA 
MOROCCO 
NEW HEBRIDES 
PAKISTAN 
PANAMA 
PHILIPPINES 
RYUKYU ISLANDS 
SAMOA 
SARAWAK ?J 
SINGAPORE 
TAIWAN 
THAILAND 
TRINIDAD 
VENEZUELA 
VIET NAM?J 

TOTALS 

TUNABOATS 

4 

9 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
3 

16 
10 

1 
12 

1 
6 

56 
2 

4 

1 
2 

142 

TRAWLERS 

4 

4 
4 

5 

4 

3 

6 

4 

2 
6 

42 

OTHER 11 

1 
3 
7 

2 

4 

2 

(2 ) 

2 

21 

TOTAL 

8 
1 

16 
11 

2 
2 
9 
1 
1 
3 
5 
2 
8 
3 

16 
10 

1 
12 

2 
1 
6 

(2) 
56 

2 
6 
6 
4 
1 
4 
6 

205 

NOTE: LIST INCLUDES VESSELS ACTUALLY IN OPERATION AND VESSELS fOR 
WHICH PLANS AND AGREEMENTS WERE DEfiNITELY CONCLUDED BETWEEN 1954 
AND MARCH 1959; IN SOME INSTANCES RECENT INfORMATION IS LACKING AS 
TO WHETHER THE VESSELS ARE STILL IN OPERATION. 

11 INCLUDES PURSE SEINERS, PEARLING VESSELS, SHRIMP TRAWLERS, AND 
WHALING BOATS. 

?J RECENT INfORMATION ON DEVELOPMENTS NOT AVAILABLE. 
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(2) Permission will not be granted where it might impede 
development of the Japanese domest ic tuna. fishing industry 
and export trade • 

. (3) No landings abroad will be permitted which are not 
in accord with export regulations applied within Japan. 

(h) Permission will be granted only where the price ap­
pears to balance properly with the price of tuna exported 
from Japan. 

(5) In the case of vessels fishing in the Atlantic , per­
mis s ion will be limited to vessels which, before sailing 
from Japan, had been granted permission to deliver fish 
abroad for export elsewhere than to the United States . 

(6 ) Transfer of catches from one vessel to another will 
not be permitted. 

These policies were put in effect on September 2, 1958 . How­
ever, clause no. 5 came under attack by fishing companies in Japan 
as contradictory to the principle of fair trade. It is reported that 
on November 8, 1958, this clause was rescinded. 

Al t hough almost all overseas operations, including those of an 
exploratory nature, are conducted by large Japanese companies, the 
government has had a considerable research program of its own. In 
t he Japanese fiscal year 1956, the budget for the Fisheries Agency 
allocated 1196,586,000 (US$5h6,072) for the development of new over­
seas fishing grounds and 113,817,000 (US$38,380) f or the promotion 
of overseas fishing. In the fiscal year 1957 , the respective amounts 
were ¥l96,363,000 (US$5h5,L53) and 120,516,000 (US$56,989) . The 
budget for the fiscal year 1958 allotted $552,L2h for the control and 
guidance of fisheries in distant waters and the development of new 
fishing grounds, and $lh,193 for the promotion of foreign-based fish­
eries. The budget request for the fiscal year 1959 had large in­
creases for these items -- $981,356 and $172 , 800 , respectively. 

TYPES OF OVERSEAS FISHERIES 

Joint Companies 

Overseas fishing enterprises consisting of joint companies are 
established by agreements which involve Japanese and foreign capital 
participation. Since 1952, agreements have been made by the Japa­
nese in many parts of the globe, particularly in areas where they 
feel that the resources of the sea have not been fully utilized. 

8 



Before action on an agreement is initiated, technical investigation 
of resources is often made by J~panese survey ships and teams of ex­
perts • 

. The fishermen of nany countries where Japanese comp~nies negoti­
ate agreements have no training in modern fishing techniques or in 
the handling of catches on the high seas. Therefore, it is usual for 
local authorities to insist that the agreements contain clauses cover­
ing the training of local fishermen in Japanese fishing techniques. 
Japanese fishermen and their families are sometimes settled pernanent­
ly as immigrants in a foreign port, with the pennission and sometimes 
at the request of the local government. 

Negotiations may first be carried out privately between a Japa­
nese company and a foreign company. Should operations be planned in 
the territorial waters of the foreign country, fishing rights are 
sought from the local goverrunent. Permission may be withheld for a 
number of reasons, for example, fear of foreign competition or the 
desire to protect local fishermen'S rights, but may be readily given 
by a country developing its fisheries and eager to improve its fish­
ing techniques and potential. Frequently, the joint operation is 
sought by the foreign government, or by private enterprise at the 
instigation of the government, in order to develop unused or under­
exploited areas or fisheries. 

Japanese participation in a joint operation generally consists 
of supplying vessels and crews. Materials for shore inst.allations 
in the foreign country may be imported from Japan; this nay be fi­
nanced with company funds or ,nth foreign-government funds, as is 
the case where a project falls within the framelfork of a five-year 
development plan. The nnmber of Japanese vessels and crews operat-

. ing under joint agreements varies with the scope of the project. 
Some of the larger operations employ as many as 200 fishermen and 
10 vessels. Besides participating in fishing operations, the Japa­
nese sometimes operate cold-storage, freezing, and canning plants. 

Three of the largest of these multipurpose operations are those 
est~blished at Recife, Brazil; at Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides; and 
on Abadan Island, Iran. Another large-scale project proposed by the 
Thai Government concerns the building of a base on Terutao Island 
(off the west coast of Thailand); this project has not been imple­
mented as yet. About 10 such large projects are either in the plan­
ning sta ge or in operation. Some, such a s the plants in Bra zil, 
will supply local markets principally; others, such as the Terutao 
Island and the New Hebrides plants, will handle fish principally for 
export. 

Capital investment is a salient feature of joint fishery agree-

9 



ments . The companies are usua lJy stocli: companies in \-)hich tho for­
eign partner has the nnjor sh:tre, the rest beinS held by an established 
Japanese fishing comp:my . Amonv, the countries offering imIniera tion 
facil ities to Japanese fishermen and their families in connection 
wi th joint companies or special contracts ;J.re Colom ia , r zil , and 
I ran. Most countries, hm.f8ver, do not offer imInigra tion per mit s ; 
contracts seldom run for more than two years , by Hhich time the local 
fishermen are expected to have 1.cquired Japanese fishing techniques . 
In some foreign countries fishinf, operations y non- tionals mus t by 
law revert to nationals after a certain period of time , or t he vessels 
must be transferred from foreign r egistry . 

Concession or Contract Fishing 

Local capital is not invested in a concession, but the Japanese 
are given rights to base and operate vessels in a foreign country . 
For example, the Japanese are sometimes accorded fishing rights in 
territorial waters with the stipulation in a contract that a cer tain 
quota of the catch shall be sold in the local markets . In other in­
stances, the Japanese may fish under contract to a foreign firm , as 
in the American Samoan operation; the fish are landed at a given port 
and sold to a local processing plant. 

In another type of agreement , the local government permits Japa-
nese fishing vessels to operate 
divided on a percentage basis . 
Thailand receives 2S percent of 
ing 7S percent . 

from a local port, but the catch i s 
An example is one agreement wher eby 
the catch and the Japanese the r erna in-

In a feH instances, special concessions extending f or several 
years have been granted Japanese fiShing corrpanies t o operate vessels 
from local ports. An example is the concession in Haiti wher e y a 
Japanese cor~any has a 2S-year exclusive right to export from Ha i t ian 
ports fishery products caught on the high seas ; t he company i s a lso 
required to develop coastal fishe r ies and t o supply f i sh t o the local 
market. 

Technical Assistance 

Oversea s operations i nvolving technical ass i stance ar e generally 
initiated at the r equest of a foreign gover nment or a fishing company 
desiring the s ervices of Japanese technical experts. The requests 
are usually ma de by countries which do not have local fishermen so 
highl y trained as the Japanese and are looking for new fishing grounds 
to increase catches for the local market or for export. 

In the last fe\v years r equests for technical assistance have 
come from such countries as India, Mexico, Cuba, the Dominican 
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Republic, Cambodia, Taiw n, and Brazil . In most cases, t echnical 
assistance has been r eques t ed t o train foreif:n nationals in fiShing 
methods and penrl culttU' e as part of a joint operation. An example 
of this is at Eilat Bay on the Gulf of Aqaba where instruction in 
pearl cult.ivation is be ing given I s r ael i fisher men through a joint 
operation. 

~ly, Transshipm~ntJ and Sales Bases 

With the expansion of distant Japanese f ishing operations, the 
urgent need arose for ba ses where ves sels can refuel, put in for re ­
pairs, and transship catches for delivery at home ports in Japan or 
at foreign ports. A supply base established withi n a radius of a few 
hundred miles from the area of fishing oper a t ions ena les Japanese 
vessels to fish for an entire season wit hout interruption, and great 
economies can be effected in fuel consumption. 

These arrangements are of two t ypes a nd are not joint operations 
involving foreign participation: 

(1) At sales ports, the catch of a Japanese fishing voyage 
may be sold to local people a s direct export from Japan. 
This is possible only where t he country permits landings 
of foreign-caught fish by foreign-flag vessels . 

(2) At supply bases, the Japanese fishing vessels may re­
fuel and obtain provi sions; t hey may also transfer their 
catches to a Japanese carrier vessel for shipment to Japan, 
or to a foreign carrier for sale in another country . 

Sales have been made in Trinidad and Panarra by Japanese vessels 
fishing the western At lantic, Car ibbean, and eastern Pacific. Trans­
shipment is then made by t he buyer to processing plants in the United 
States. Haiti has been us ed a l so as a transshipment base to a proc­
essing plant in Puer to Rico . 

Some tuna boats fi shing in the eastern Atlantic and off the 
west coast of Africa use as bases Italian ports, notably Genova, 
Napoli, Bari, Ancona , a nd Venice . At these ports they sell their 
catches as direct expor t to I taly , refuel and provision, and return 
to the Atlantic fishing grounds, or to the Indian Ocean and thence 
back to Japan. 

In 1956 an arrangement was rrade with the Government of Sineapore 
for Japanese tuna boats in t he Indian Ocean to refuel , re lenish sup­
plies, and trans ship their catch to carrier vessels, but not to sell 
any part of their catch in Singapore . 
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Another exampl e of this type of ba se is a t Hombasa , Kenya . This 
port is used by Japanese vessels fishin~ in the "Hos t rn India n Ocean , 
especially off the Seychelles , Mad::t E~sc1.r, and the COA.st of SOlMlia . 
The vessels can refuel, provision , ~nd transf r catches to r efrig­
erated carriers , which ferry the fish back to Ja n . Th r is no 
local sale of the catch . 

OVERSEAS OPERA TI011S BY CO ITRIES 

Argentina 

Several Japanese firms have established joint fishery companies 
in <\rgentina . In 1955, the first of these companies operate two 
trawlers in the L\rgentine trawl fishery . Since tr.a t time other Japa ­
nese fishing companies have een accorded permission by the r gentine 
Government to form joint Japanese - r gentine enterprises for the ex­
ploitation of tuna, shrimp, centolla crab , and fishmeal. A fish can­
nery in southern Tierra del Fuego has been approved . nother r eport 
sta tes that a new cannery for shrimp and hake and a plant for freez ing 
fish are planned; the locality of t hese estatlishments 1S not knovm . 
Plans are going fOri-lard for fully equiwed tuna. vessels from Japan , 
based at Ma r del Plata, to furnish a r e lar supply of tuna to local 
canneries . One of these vessels is now in operation in the Sou h 
Atlantic and is expected to land 150 tons of tuna per month a ~r del 
Plata for canning. In Novemrer 1958, one Japanese vessel left Buenos 
Aires for waters off Fuego Island (at the southern tip of rgentina) 
for a month 's investigation of fishing grounds for crabs and for fish 
of industrial value. 

The increased catches made by these joint companies will prob­
ably not be consumed entirely in Argentina , as the local consumption 
of fish is small. An export trade, principal ly in tuna , shrimp , and 
centolla crab, is envisioned with the United States . 

Australia 

In 1956, an agreement was made in Australia betvleen a Japanese 
company, a firm of United States pearl buyer s , and an Australian ex­
port firm to develop a pearl-culture industry . A 65-ton pearlin 
ship was sent from Japan to Augustus I sland, 250 mil es north of 
Broome, Australia. The J apanese company provided one-half the capi­
tal and 16 pearl-culture e:>""Perts to establish this industry . 

Brazil 

The Brazilian Government. has consistently favored joint oper­
ations with the Japanese to provide fish for the local market, and 
thereby r educe currency-draining imports. Since December 1955, nine 
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agreements have been r eported; the majority or iginated as requests 
from the Brazilian Government to Japanese fishing companies for serv­
ices and guidance. Two j oint companies are in opera tion and a third 
is expected to start operations early in 1959. 

'In general, as in most joint agreements, the Japanese capital 
investment is represented in vessels and gear and the ma.chinery for 
shore installations. The Brazilian capital participation is in the 
construction of shore plants and in conducting the maintenance and 
marketing operations. Japanese technicians with experienced Japanese 
crews are to teach Brazilian nationals methods of fishing, and the 
proportion of Brazilians in the creHS is to increase each year. In 
some instances, most of the locally subscribed capital participation 
is drawn from the large Japanese colony in Brazil, and the Brazilian 
nationals forming the locally recruited student crevTS are Nisei. 

Fishing rights have been granted by the Brazilian Government to 
about 20 Japanese fishing vessels for operations in Brazil ian waters . 

, In February 1959, 16 Japa nese fishing vess els Vlere reported actually 
in operation by joint compa nies. These included 9 long liners, 4 
trawlers, 1 purse seiner, and 2 whalers. One company is expecting 
additional boats from Japan early in 1959. Permission for these ad­
ditional vessels has been granted by the Brazilian Government. 

At Recife, from a small beginning in November 1956, the Japanese 
have developed their largest overseas joint fishery operation. Sar­
dine fishing, trawling, and high-seas tuna fishing are being ca.rried 
on by this company. Shore installations now in operation include a 
cold-stora ge plant of 1,000-ton capacity, an ice-neking plant of 20 
tons daily capacity, a fr ee zing plant of 10 tons daily capacity, and 
a fish-sausage plant with capacity of 30,000 to 50,000 pieces daily. 
A 500-ton refrigerator ship has also been brought out from Japan. A 
cannery to produce 800 ca ses of tuna da ily is in operation. This 
plant also cans agricultural and other local produce having an out­
let on the Brazilian market. The company has six tuna vessels in 
operation in the A.tla.ntic off northeastern Brazil. 

A.ccording to late reports this company has, for various reasons, 
withdrawn several vessels from active tuna fishing out of Recife. 
Hostility to foreign fishing operations has grown in Brazil and may 
have an adverse effect on a ll J apanese fishing companies operating 
in that country. 

Another joint compa ny, based also in Recife, operates four tuna. 
boats. 

At Rio de Janeiro and Santos other joint companies are being 
planned. Ice-ffi3.king, freezing, and canning plants will be established 
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and traHlers, purse seiners, and tUIlr'l hoats will be opcr!1.ted. One 
compCl.ny plans to cS~1.blish canning and refrip,eration pl::tnts in the 
Sta.te of Sao Paulo (ex(1..ct 10Cd.lity not reported); tun'l will be canned 
for export and various fish will be salt-ill'ied for 10C?1 consun~tion. 

Permits have been issued and joint operations started at a whal­
ing station already established in Para iba; the Jap1.nese company has 
purch,1.sed this station. The company expects to produce 796 tons of 
whale oil, 1,350 tons of animal feed, 330 tons of hunnn food, and 
500 tons of bonemeal a nnua ll.y • This production Vlill be used locally 
to replace imports in Brazil's yearly consumption of 20,000 barrels 
of whale oil. An agreement has also been m.'lde by the same Japanese 
company for the use of Sa.nta Catarina Island at Florianopolis as a 
Vlhaling station. 

Burnn 

Since 1954, a joint Japanese-Burmese fishine venture, operating 
four traulers, has been landing fish in Eurma. This company process­
es some of the Cd.tch by drying and salting, but the major part is 
sold as fresh fish. Since 1955, a 25o-ton cold-storage plant and a 
5-ton freezer haYe been in use. The traVllers operate \-lith crews two­
thirds Japanese and one-third Burmese. The Burmese, as apprentice 
fishermen, are being taught how to handle the trawling equipment. 
This company also plans to conduct pelagic fishing with drift nets. 

In 1957, a three-year contract was arranged with a Burmese com­
pany for a pearl-oyster operation in t.he Gulf of Hartabarl and off 
the TenassBrim coast of BurnB. This company en~loys 23 Japanese 
fishermen, including 11 divers. 

By arrangement between the Governments of Japan and Burma, seven 
fishing boats with nets and other fishing gear were sent to Burma. in 
November 1958. 'l'hese were to be follovred by a JCI.panese fishery ex­
pert with 15 fishermen to teach the Burmese modern techniques in fish­
ing. 

ilimbodia 

In 1956, under the newly concluded Japan-Cambodian Friendship 
Treaty, the Cambodian Government requested of the Japanese Fisherie~ 
Agency technical aid in exploring new fishing grounds. Two fishing 
vessels 'tv-ere to be chartered and a team of Japanese fishing experts 
sent to Cambodia. Information is 1a cking on the development of this 
agreement. 
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Ceylon 

Japanese long-line tuna fishing boats and some trawlers have 
been making port to sell their catches and take on supplies in 
TrincoJIBlee and Colombo. A joint Japanese-Ceylonese company is also 
in operation in the tuna. fishery; no shore installations have been 
reported. 

Another combination of Japanese fishing companies plans a tuna 
production base in Ceylon involving cold-storage, freezing, and ice­
making facilities and the establishment of canning and other process­
ing plants. A few trawlers are planned also for fishing in 'Waters 
around Ceylon. It is reported that this operation has not yet re­
ceived the approval of the Government of Ceylon. This production 
base will parallel similar ones planned for Halaya and Singapore. 

Chile 

Japanese trawlers operated by joint fishing companies have been 
active in the Chilean fisheries since 1954. These vessels fish for 
the fresh-fish trade as well as for processing and fishmeal plants. 
Several tuna vessels are also operating from Chilean ports under 
joint companies or in research status. At present approximately five 
trawlers and two tuna boats are operating conunerc:ially. A fish­
sausage processing plant appears to have a promising future. 

Chilean Government approval of a joint Japanese-Chilean whaling 
company was finally secured in June 1957, despite strong opposition 
by two Chilean companies. This operation will have its b~se at 
Coronel, Concepci6n Province; the Japanese company will supply two 
catcher boats and technicians. 

Chilean law provides th~t foreign-flag vessels may fish Chilean 
waters for a rra.ximum of three years under a non-rene1rlable permit. 
After this they must nationalize or leave Chilean ~ters. 

Colombia 

In 1955, Japanese exploratory fishing vessels were investi~ting 
Colombian waters, and requests Here made to the Colombbn Government 
for joint Japanese-Colombian fishing enterprises. Since then, Japa­
nese fishing vessels, especially tuna boats, have fished for local 
consumption under charter to Colombian companies. The fornntion of 
several joint fishing oper~tions is expected. These arrange~ents 
also embrace the emigration of Japanese fishermen and their families 
to Colombia. Colombian law requires that foreign-.f13g vessels fish­
ing under permit for local companies must nationalize their fleets 
at a minimum rate of 25 percent annu9.lly. 
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Cuba 

In 1957 a Cuban co~~y contracted with a Japanese fishing com­
pany for the services of a tUM. vessel for exper:iJnent.'11 fishing in 
waters of the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. With Cuoon trainees 
aboard, tuna fishing was carried on as far as the coasts of West 
Africa and Northeast Brazil. The catch Has landed in Cuba and prin­
cipally exported to the United States as frozen cooked tuna loins. 
After more than a year of operation this contract was canceled in 
September 1958. 

Cuban law requires that vessels employed by local firms must be 
of Cuban registry and opernted by nationals. To conform to this lawJ 
the Cuban Government permitted this vessel to operate as a training 
ship teaching Cuban crews the Japanese methods of tuna fishing, and 
the Japanese fishermen were called technicians. 

Dominica 

An American firm is considering the establishment of a freezing 
and cold-stora ge plant in Dominica. This plant would buy tuna from 
Japanese vessels operating in the Atlantic and transship the fish to 
foreign canning plants, especially in Puerto Rico. 

Dominican Republic 

Immigration of a limited nunber of Japanese farmers and fishermen 
and their families 1'laS requested by the Government of the Dominican 
Republic in 1956. These immigrant fishermen took with them boats for 
fishing but were not equipped to carry on a high-seas fishery. In 
1957, a Japanese scientific mission st3.ted that the quantity of tuna. 
available in the area was sufficient, with increased fishing facil­
ities, for the establishment of a cannery. Further immigration of 
fishermen and their families is expected. 

Egypt 

In 1956, proposals were made to the Egyptian Government by a 
Japanese fishery firm for the forrration of a joint Japanese-Egyptian 
fishery enterprise. ~fter a Japanese exploratory mission had oper­
ated in the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, the Egyptian Government 
indicated interest in these proposals and is currently reported 
negotiating agreements with Japanese firms. One proposal calls for 
a sardine fishery in the Mediterranean involving the construction of 
a sizable cannery. . 



Gu.'l tema la 

A. Japanese delegation has been investigating the possibility of 
a joint Japanese-Guatemalan fishery. The plan is to conduct fishing 
on both the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. The amount of capital to 
be invested and the types of fishing craft and other equipment to be 
used have not yet been made known. 

Haiti 

A concession given by the Government of Haiti to a Japanese fish­
ing company was signed in 1958. This contract permits the Japanese 
company to operate deep-sea vessels from Haitian ports. It also stip­
ulates a 25-year exclusive right to the Japanese company to export 
fish taken on the high seas by Haiti-based vessels. The contract 
further provides that fish shall be made available to Haitian markets 
and that 40 percent of the crews of the company's coastal fishing 
vessels shall be Haitian nationals the first year, increasing to 90 
percent before the end of the 25-year contract. The development of 
coastal fisheries in Haitian waters is one of the aims of the Govern­
ment of Haiti. 

Eventually, the Japanese company expects to supply one-half of 
the Haitian market, which annually imports dried or salt fish valued 
at US$1,500,000. The construction of a 600-ton freezing plant at 
Port-au-Prince and a shipyard for building coastal fishing vessels is 
pla.nn,ed. Shipwrights and other skilled personnel will be brought from 
Japan for this purpose. Since July 1958, three Japanese tuna vessels 
have been engaged in high-seas tuna fishing from Haitian ports, sell­
ing and transshipping part of their catches from Haiti to a cannery 
in Puerto Rico. 

Hong Kong 

Proposals have been made for j oint Hong Kong-Japanese fishing 
endeavors but, as far as known, Japanese participation in the Hong 
Kong fisheries has been confined to technical assistance. Three 
Hong-Kong fishing companies hired 18 Japanese experts to operate 8 
Japanese-built trawlers. These Japanese trawling experts returned 
to Japan in July 1958 when their term of employment, with six months 
extension, ended. 

India 

Explorations in waters off the west coast of India by Japanese 
technicians started at the request of the Government of India in 
1950. Commercial fishing operations were carried out after August 
1954, and a joint company, formed in 1955, is operating four trawlers 
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b,,:::;ed at Bomhc,y. The yearly production t.'UCet has been J ,000 tons, 
mostly blltterfi~h and m<trine eels for loc::tl con::;urnption. The Japa­
nese crews are to be repl1ced after InrliAns le~rn to handle the trawl­
ers. In 1958, a Japanese training ship was also teachinp, Indians the 
hook-and-line method of tuna fishing. 

Indonesia 

In 1957, the Indonesir"l.n Goverrultent. proposed a joint fishery 
comp3ny wit.h a Jrtpc.1nese fishing firm, the Japanese investnent of Lo 
p ercent to be represented by fishinp bOrt ts, gear, and freezing and 
canning TlB.C'hinery. This joint undert.aking WlS to be a ~rt of In­
donesirt's five-year plan, and the Japanese were also to give Indones­
ians technical assist.:l.nce in fishinf., freezing, and canning tech­
niques for 10 years. 

BetHeen 1956 and 1958 other Jaj:Bnese fishing compantes also 
pbnne d joint operations in InionesiA, involving (1) a s}.-ipjack, tuna, 
a nd sa rdine packing plant in Java brtcked by the equivalent of more 
t.ha n US~;l ,000 ,000, with ;:00 Jrtpanese canni.ng technicians producing 
1 (1,. 000 cases a y ear; (2) processinG plants to handle 15,000 tons of 
canned fish and ~) 70 tons of fisrJl!cal yearly by 1961; (3) a joint 
fi s hery at l'iacassar, Celebes , with two or three tum ships to start 
fis h ing for loc~l markets, and later to operate trawlers and land in­
stalla t.ions for ice making, freezing, cold storrtp,e, canning, and 
other processing. InforTl'Btion is not av.l ila ble to indicate whether 
any of the proposed agreements have been implemented. 

Iran 

Follo"Hing a reque ~: t from the Govermr.ent of Iran in 1953, the 
Japanese surveyed the Persian Gulf to determine the extent and size 
of the fishery resources. A joint fishery enterprise "JaS finally 
established in 1957 by a Japane~e fishing comp~ny and the Government 
of Iran. The joint company has its headquarters on Abadan Island in 
the Gulf of Persia. It has a Cd.pital equivalent to about US$4l5,ooo, 
h Jo-thirds Iranian and the rest supplied by the Japanese company. 
Freezing, cold-storage, ice-making, canning, and fishmeal plants are 
to be built from equipment purchased in Japan. Fishermen and tech­
nicians are to be supplied by the Japanese. Fishing vessels include 
one 500-ton tuna boat, one trawler, two sTlB.ller hand t.rawlers, and 
four shrimp boats. Emigration of 158 Ja~nese fishermen and their 
families is included in this arrangement. The catch, expected to 
total 4,200 tons of fish yearly, is to be used in export to Europe 
and the United States and locally for the Iranian Oil Company. Addi­
tional storage and plant space and the enlargement of the fishing 
fleet are planned. 
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Israel 

In 1958, a joint fisheries company was established in Ha.ifa., 
Israel, with p~rticipation of a Swiss firm, a Japanese fishing com­
pany,.and Israeli interests. Initial working c~pital is reported to 
be the equivalent of US$lOO,OOO, with an additional US$200,000 to be 
invested at a later date. A Japanese tuna vessel of 550 tons -- the 
first of several vessels to be bought in Japan by this comp~ny -- has 
operated in the Atlantic off the west coast of Afric~. A report 
stated that 240 tons of tuna were landed in December; a trial ship­
ment of smoked tuna was made to France and Switzerland. 

Two additional vessels of 500 tons each are reported being built 
in Japan for this company; these will be based at Eilat and will prob­
ably fish in the Indian Ocean. 

Fishing activities are planned also in the Red Sea. One vessel 
is to serve as a floating fishmeal production plant to process fish 
not fit for human consumption. Israeli fishermen are to be trained 
in Japanese methods of deep-sea fishing. This company also plans to 
cultivate pearls in Eila t Bay. Japanese pearl experts have arrived 
at Eilat Bay to instruct Israeli fishermen in their methods of pearl 
CUltivation and fishing. 

Italy 

In 1956, a. few Japanese tuna boats fishing in the Indian Ocean 
brought their catches to Italian ports where they were sold. The 
vessels refueled in Italy, proceeded to fish Atlantic tuna. grounds, 
and then returned to Italy with their catches, afterward sailing to 
Japan by way of the Indian Ocean. By 1957, some 16 Japanese vessels 
were based at the Italian ports of Genova, Napoli, Bari, Venice, and 
Ancona. The vessels operated in the Atlantic as far as the Brazilian 
coast and landed their catches in Italy. 

An arrangement was made to barter tura for Italian rice in order 
to ease Italian import difficulties. Also, to prevent opposition in 
Italy to excessive supplies of Japanese tuna, with consequent price 
declines, the amount of tuna handled was limited by the Japanese to 
10,000 metric tons in 1958. About 7,000 tons of this quota was con­
sidered equivalent to exports of 20,000 tons of Italian rice to 
Japan; the remaining 3,000 tons of tuna were handled as a direct pur­
chase import by Italy, and not based on the barter system. 

Because of successful rice crops in Japan in the past three 
years, Italian rice is not needed in Japan in 1959 and the question 
of Japanese tuna being imported into Italy without rice barter has 
caused worry to Japanese tuna interests. 
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In 1958, about 12 or 13 Japanese tuna vessels belonging to more 
than seven fishing companies were selling principally yellowfin and 
bigeye tuna and svlordfish in Italian ports. Fishing interests in 
Japan consider Italy's tuna market capable of absorbing 15,000 metric 
tons yearly from Japan, and believe that the present 10,000-ton quota 
should be continued or even increased with a barter ~stem involving 
rice and other goods. One report predicts an increase in the quota 
to 12,000 tons of tuna in 1959, in spite of successful Japanese rice 
crops. 

Kenya 

Japanese tuna boats have been using Mombasa as a refueling and 
transshipment port. Carriers ferry the catches back to Japan. There 
has been no attempt to dispose of any of the tuna in East Africa. 
The vessels have been operating in the Seychelles and Madagascar area 
and off the Somalia coast. 

l1acao 

In 1957, a joint fishing company at Macao was planned by a 
Chinese firm and a Japanese fishing company. Ice-making, freezing, 
and canning plants were also planned. Fishing 'Was to be conducted 
by the Japanese in the Strait of Formosa and in the East and South 
China Seas, and the Chinese were to process and market the catch. 
The products of this company were to be principally for export. It 
is not known if this company is now in operation. 

Nadagascar 

In 1957, a joint company to can and freeze tuna. was formed by 
French interests and a Japanese fishing company. A freezing plant 
and cold-storage plant were to be built in Madagasc3.r. Japanese 
tuna boats operate in nearby waters. The French participation in 
this venture is tlvo-thirds and the Japanese one-third, for a total 
equivalent to about US$300,000. More recent information on this 
venture is not available. 

Nal"lE 

In January 1959, a corporation was established by su Malayan 
fish merchants and a Japanese fishing company, capitalized at 
H:,aOO,Ooo, to operate a deep-sea fishery off the west-central coast 
of l-lalaya. 

A combination of several Japanese fishing companies has been 
seekinp, permits for the establishment of a tuna production base in 
~.alaya. It is reported that agreement was reached with the Malayan 
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Government and that construction of the base be{,rcm ear~ in 1959. 
Initial operations are expected to start in June. This joint oper­
ation will involve cold-storage facilities for 500 tons, freezing 
equipment lJit,h a capacity of 20 tons a day, and ice-making equipment 
with a capacity of 30 tons a day. Canning and other processing plants 
will also be established. Tuna sausage, fish balls, and ca.nned tum 
will be manufactured, and it is planned to export these products to 
European markets. The Halayan operation will have 10 vessels fish­
ing for tuna in the Indian Ocean, boats and crews to be sent from 
Japan. A catch of 5,800 tons a year is expected. 

Mexico 

Japanese and Mexican interests have conducted fishery negotia­
tions but as yet no firm agreements ~~ve been reported. In 1956, a 
barter agreement was proposed whereby Mexican cotton, minerals, and 
fuel oil would be exchanged for 150 Japanese fishing boats of 100 to 
200 tons. One hundred of these vessels were to be operated in the 
Pacific, the remaining 50 in the Gulf of Mexico. No further informa­
tion is available on this barter proposal and it is supposed that the 
plan was abandoned. 

Also, in 1956, the Mexican Government requested the services of 
four Japanese tral-11ing and purse-seine technicians. In 1957, the 
Mexican Government propose~ to grant a loan of nine million pesos for 
a joint operation with Japanese interests in developing a tuna fishery 
off Ensenada. A representative of a Ja.panese fishery cooperative was 
at that time giving fishery guidance in Vera Cruz, and expected to 
carry out experimental tuna fishing in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Morocco (including Tangier) 

One tuna vessel was operating from a base in Morocco in 1957. 
Recent reports indicate that a joint. fishery has been formed by a 
Japanese fishing company and an Italian trading firm to establish a 
base at Tangier. A 500-ton tuna vessel will be sent out from Japan 
in May 1959 for this fishing operation. 

New Hebrides 

A joint operation, formed in 1957 by Australian, American, and 
Japanese interests on Esp1ritu Santo Island, has built a cold-storage 
plant wit.h ca.pacity of 500 tons, an ice-making plant with capacity of 
20 tons of ice daily, and a freezing plant capable of handling 30 tons 
of fish daily. The cold-storage facility is being enlarged by an ad­
ditional capacity of 200 tons. Japanese capital investment in this 
enterprise is reported to be 50 percent. 
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In 1958, eight to tHel ve Japanese tuna. bo::t ts were reported oper­
ntinf~ as far as 600 miles from Espiritu Santo, and delivering their 
C3.tches to this company. On each vessel there is a complement of 75, 
of I·,hom 20 are Japanese. The catch is composed largely of albacore, 
yellmTfin, and bigeye tum. and nnrlin. The albacore is frozen and 
shipped to the United States. Other fish is frozen, smoked, or salted 
and sent to Japan or sold locally. For the first year of operation, 
the eA~ort target to the United St~tes was placed at 3,000 metric 
tons. A 900-ton freezer carrier ~ls been placed in service carrying 
frozen t~l to the United St~tes. &~erimental fishing for shrimp 
and pearl shells is also planned by the joint company. 

French interests in Ne1v Hebrides plan to build a cannery to pack 
cun~ for the Pacific Island trade and elsewhere, except the United 
St:l.tes. This cannery Hill apparently obtain its supply of raw tum 
from the joint compa~y. 

Pakistan 

In 1957, proposals Here made to est~blish a joint shrimp oper­
ation betvleen a Japanese fishing company and a British-owned Pakistan 
company. The joint operation was to be founded with a capital of one 
million rupees; the Japanese Ivere to furnish the vessels, gear, tech­
nichns, and fishermen. The catch was to be exported to the United 
Sta tes. The Goverrur.ent of Pakistan is reported to have offered 5,000 
acres of land free to Japanese fishermen-colonists. 

In 1958, a Japanese exploratory fishing vessel chartered by the 
Japan Overseas Fisheries Cooperative Association received approval 
from the Government of Pakistan to explore the fisheries of the Bay 
of Bengg.l Hhile en route from Singapore to Ceylon. Two Japanese fish­
ing experts were to rerra in about one month in East Pakistan to survey 
coastal 1-laters. A traHler accompanied the exploratory vessel for 
this survey. 

Panam~ 

During 1958, arrangements were made by the Japanese to sell 
tuna to a U.S. canning concern through an intermediary in Cristobal, 
Parorrn. The catches handled in this rnnner are reportedly all yellow­
fin tuna taken in the South Atlantic by Japanese vessels. 

Peru 

In 1957, a request was made by Peru to the Japan Overseas Fish­
eries Cooperative Society to provide a Peruvian whaling company with 
tlrree captains, three gunners, a navigator, and an engineer. The 
Society expressed a willingness to cooperate but no further informa-
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tion is available to indic'1te the impleJncnt::ttion of this technic'll 
assistance pl~n. 

Philippines 

One joint Japanese-Philippine company begg.n operations in 1957. 
This company constructed a cannery in Navotas, Rizal. The plan en­
visioned large-scale canning of tuna, mackerel, sardines, anchovies, 
and other seafood products, and the manufacture of fisruneal, fish oil, 
fish glue, shark leather, and other products. Expected daily produc­
tion of the cannery is 30,000 half-pound cans of fish; the fishmeal 
plant is expected to produce five tons of dried fishmeal daily. 
Berthing facilities for six deep-sea fishing vessels are to be con­
structed behind the cannery. 

In 1957, proposals also were m3.de for a base and packing plant 
on Mindanao for large-sC3.1e exploitfltion of skipjack tuna. Joint 
fishery operations and processing plants for the manufacture of fish 
sausages and ham for local consumption have been proposed for Nanila 
and Cebu. 

A joint Japanese-Philippine shipbuilding operation to be located 
near Manila was proposed in 1958. It will be able to build 15 wooden 
fishing boats of the 100-ton class and repair 6,000 tons of lv-ooden 
vessels. Although not stated, these figures are presUm3.bly annual 
production capacity. 

In 1958, an eight-m3.n team of Japanese pearl experts vms sent 
to the Philippines to investigate the possibility of a joint proj­
ect with a local company. Prospects for pearl culture appear good 
in Mindana o. 

Ryukyu Islands 

In 1951, a joint Japanese-Ryukyuan pearl-culture company was 
formed with 40 percent Japanese investment. This company,special­
izing in black pearls, has exported exclusively to Japan. 

Samoa 

Since 1955, a canning plant operated in Samoa by a United States 
firm has purchased tuna from Japanese vessels operating in the cen­
tral and south Pacific. This cannery, enlarged and modernized, now 
employs from 350 to 400 local people, and through its payroll con­
tributes approximately one-quarter of a million dollars to the 
Samoan economy. In 1957, approxim3.tely 56 Japanese vessels were 
fishing principally for this cannery. A freezer-carrier is used to 
transport to Japan tuna rejected for export. Samoan fishermen are 
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le~rninG t.he Jap1.ne~)(' long-line met.hods of tUlla fish:i.n(~. 

Sar~I1':a k 

A one-ycrtr operation "Tith two Jar:.qnc:Je tUM boats was based in 
Sarai·;a1c in 19S6. Catches were exported by Sara'tTal~ fishermen to Borneo 
and SinG:l.pore. A joint compc'lny "rrtS beinG formed to finance a contin­
uation of this development. Infornntion is lacking as to its present 
status. 

Seychelles 

In 19S6, because of the need of a fishing base in the western 
Indian Ocean, Japanese tuna interests "rere seeking a joint agreement 
vrith Great Brit.ain and a pertlit to establish a base in the Seychelles 
Islands. No information is available on further development of this 
project. 

Sing~J2ore 

In 1956, the Government of Singapore authorized Japanese fishing 
boats to transship their catches of tuna and replenish supplies in 
SinBlpore harbor, but not to land any part of the catch there. A 
joint pearling venture vlaS being sought at that time. 

~~o Singapore companies using Japanese-owned vessels began oper­
a ting in 1957 to supply fish to the local ITBrket. One company, on a 
tuo-year contract, '.JaS using four Japanese traHlers to fish principal­
ly for sea bream. The other company had two boats and about 20 fish­
ermen from Japan operating on a one-year contract. 

A combin'1tion of several Japanese fishing companies bas been 
seeking to establish a tuna production base at Singapore, s~ilar to 
the base reportedly started in }!alaya in 1959. No further word is 
available on this proposed joint operation. 

Tai\va n 

A joint Japanese-Chinese fishing company was formed in Taiwan 
in 1957. This agreement provided that four boats were to be built 
by each party. Five Japanese tuna technicians would be provided for 
each boat to give ~lidance to local fishermen in high-seas tuna fish­
ing techniques. Fueling bases were established at Keelung and Takao. 

Also in 1957, a Japanese shipyard concluded a technical co­
operative agreement with a shipyard in Taiwan to build tuna vessels 
in the 350-gross-ton class. A purse seiner 1s operating in Taivmn­
ese waters ,.nth Japanese crew members training Chinese fishermen in 



modern purse-seine methods. 

A joint whaling venture based at Pingtung started operations in 
February 1957. Vessels and crews are furnished by the Japanese. 
However, lack of storage and processing facilities in Taiwan appear 
to limit any significant expansion of this project in the ncar future. 

Thailand 

In 1957, fishing rights were granted to a Japanese fishing com­
pany and arrangements were made to start fishing operations at once. 
A Japanese mother ship of 100 tons and four fishing boats were to be 
operated by the company on a percentage basis. The Japanese were to 
retain 75 percent of the catch, and deliver 25 percent to the Thai 
Government through a local firm. In order not to compete unduly with 
Thai fishermen, these products would be used by the armed forces of 
Thailand. 

A joint Japanese-Thai tuna fishing operation proposed by the 
Government of Thailand for Terutao Island in 1956 has apparently 
been postponed because of lack of funds. This operation was envi­
sioned as a five to six million dollar base with facilities for about 
100 vessels. Shore installations were to include capacity for 60 
tons of ice making daily, 25 tons freezing daily, 2,000 tons frozen 
storage, and 500 tons ice storage. Also planned was a cannery with 
a production capacity of 1,500 cases daily, and a fish-sausage plant 
producing 20,000 pieces daily. Fishing operations were to be con­
ducted by the Japanese. The construction of this base with its proc­
essing plants was to be undertaken by the Japanese who also contracted 
to build 50 meditun-sized tuna boats. This building program was to be 
completed in three years. The catch was for export to the European 
market and, to a lesser degree, for the local market. Capitalization 
was planned with 51 percent Japanese and 49 percent Thai participa­
tion. 

Trinidad 

Yellowfin tuna is being sold to canneries in eastern United 
States by one Japanese company fishing in the Atlantic and Caribbean 
and using Trinidad as the transshipment point. 

United States 

A joint Japanese-United States firm, located at Boston, Massa­
chusetts, began manufacturing fish sausages in 1957. Production of 
two tons a week has been claimed, but sales are still in the exper­
imental sta ge. The company intends to rely on large customers such 
as department stores, hotels, and restaurants. 



Venezuela 

In 1958, after negotiations and invcstieations which began in 
1955, a joint Japanese-Venezuelan fishing enterprise be~n operations 
in the Caribbean. The Venezuelan company invested 60 percent of the 
capital including one tuna boat, and the Japanese company invested 
40 percent including two tUJk.1. boats and two trawlers. Two Japanese 
tuna boats are reported to have left Japan for Cumana, Venezuela, 
for this enterprise. The Venezuelan firm will pack the tuna catches 
of the joint company for both domestic and export markets. Japanese 
experts will train local personnel in preparing tW'la for export. 

Viet Nam 

Plans for a joint trawling operation between a Japanese fishing 
company and Vietnamese interests were being rmde in 1956. No further 
information is available on this joint agreement. Private Vietnamese 
fishing interests, hO.lever, chartered three pairs of Japanese bull 
trawlers in 1957. 
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