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The Mexican Marine 
Sport Fisheries 

AURELIO SOLORZANO 

Sport fishing is a unique recreation. 
It offers exc iteme nt and personal sat­
isfaction wheth er conducted from the 
seashore; at a mounta in stream ; o r in 
the open ocean, fishi ng for marl i n or 
sailfish. The M exica n spo rt fisheries 
are complex a nd varied. Studi es a re 
needed concerning th e ir economic , 
socia l, a nd cultural aspects. Because 
the sport fis he ri es serve as a tourist 
attraction, th ey stimul ate economic 
growth; they also create better under­
standing and cultural appreciat io n 
among individuals and nati o ns. 

Aurelio Solorzano is a biologist 
with the Instituto Nacional de 
Pesca, Avenida Cuauhtemoc 80, 
Mexico 7, D. F., Mexico. The 
paper was translated by Max­
well B. Eldridge, Tiburon Fish-
eries Laboratory, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, 
NOAA, Tiburon , CA 94920. 
The photographs depict fishing 
at Rancho Buena Vista, Terri­
tory of Baja California Sur. The 
fish in the photograph above is 
a blue marlin. 

The purpose of thi s report is to 
prese nt a preliminary survey of the 
spo rt fis heries of Mexico and the 
factors which affect them . 

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
INVOLVED WITH 
SPORT FISHERIES 

Rea li zin g the potential for develop­
ment , the recently created Office of 
th e Undersecretariat of Fisheries (Sub­
sec re taria de Pesca) has establ ished 
better mechanisms to promote sport 
fisheries. The Undersecretary has 
organi zed an Office of Sport Fisher­
ies (Oficina de Pesca Deportiva) whose 
main funct ion is to obtain sport fi hin g 
stati stics from clubs, charter boats. 
tou rnaments, and all other busi nesses 
in volved with sport fishing. This office 
operates under the Office of Fishery 
Regions (Direccion General de Region­
es Pe q ueras). 

The National Institute of Fisheries 
(lnstituto Nacional de Pescal has on­
going bio logical studies which. in the 
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future. will provide additional informa­
tion on sport fish species from all 
areas of Mexico. These studies v.ill 
include seasonal occurrence, ecology, 
and life histories of sport fishes. We 
are also current ly attempting to elimIn­
ate problems in the economics of 
sport fisheries. We believe that coorulIl­
ation of activities and ongoing bio­
logical and economic studies ""ill 
provide the information necessary to 
accomplish this goal. Additionally an 
attempt is bei ng made to coord I nate 
knowledge of sport fisheries to aiu in 
economic plan ni ng of the i nuust ry . 
To further aid the indw,tr) the 1\!e\I­
can government has enacteu legl,la­
tion (Article 10 of the e\\ La\\ for 
the Development of hsheriesl \\hlch 
protects certain species of fi~he, . It 
states: 

"A fisher) is com,idereu a sport fi~h­
er) \\hen \lithout purpose of gaIn­
ing financial profit. it is conuucteu 
for the purpose of recreatll1n anu 
practiced \lith appropriate ~rwrt 
fishing equipment. h,h reclc, 
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Figure 1.-There ,s excellent sport fishing on both coasts of Mexico The weter. of the north · 
we!;t , particularly around Baja California , account for most sport fIShing permits 

resened e Llu I\el) ttlr P,)rt Ihh­
Ing are lll.lriIn, sailfish . tarp,'n. 
roo tertlsh. dL)lphln. and am 'Hher 
specie designated h) the all,ln.1I 
Institute ,)1' f Ishene, .. 

BILLFISH RESOURCES AND 
AREAS OF FISH ING 

The eastern and \\ e tern ht)re, ,11' 
\!e,\ICL) ar" t"mou. for the Illan) port 
t1 hing area. \\hlch hu\e facilltie 
pro\ idl ng sport lishl ng ftlr the mam 

fish speclC'> 

THE SPORT FISHES 

Sallfi.,h (pel \e1a II/lO(lhort/1 (1/(/1\.(1-

(<fill) Sall'sh ha\e been reported In 
the Pacific tr,)m \Iontere), (alltornla, 

to (ape Blanco. Peru. In \I e'\ico It" 
ti.,hed at l a Paz (Baja (aldl1rl1lal. 
:\ [azati<in (Sinaloa). and capulcl) 
(Guerrero) (Figu re Il. In \I e'\ico sall­
fi~h are commonl~ found off outhern 
Baja Cal tforn la. in th e Gulf of Ca li ­
fornia. and ~outh\\ard to the Guate­
malan border. Near Baja Californ ia . 
the) most frequentl) occur In the a rea~ 
o ff Buen a Vi~ta, Punta Colorado. an 
Jo~e del Cabo. and Punta de Lobo~. 
Some sport fishermen ha\e indicated 

th.tt .lIlt- h ,Ir(' e.l I1n.llh abuno,lnl 

,'II Ihe C,I.I t 1,1 IhL' sl.tlC "I t "Iim,1 
\llth :\[an'.Inlll,' .t the ccnter 01 
.thund.mee [n the MC.! "II \capu[l.l) 

s.tlill h drc c.tughl thlt1uglwut Ihc ~e.tr 
1 he hlghe t c,llchc t LCur dunn::! the 
\lInter nhll1lhs 011 :\[ .tlatIotn .lIld I •• r­
ther n"rth In'" the (,ulf ,I ( ,tlllll rl1l.t 
the) ,'ccur In I.trge t numher Ir"In 

\[,1\ t"OLl"her 
"".tllil h .lre al ,) r~p, rted fn m the 

(anhbL.tn ,lI1d thr,'ugh"uI thl; ull 
,'I \t..: ICtl. ranging Ir"1ll Kralll ttl 
\[a sdLhuselts (kc.1 I,'n.tlh Ihe\ arc 

caughl ,'Il Ihe sUle "I \ er.tcru/. e pe­
uall) near fu'\p an 

'>tnped marlin Im.trlln ra~ad,' ,'r 
.tgUjon 1<'(rll{J(l'UII tilldlll) I-t hlng 

Illr stnped marlin I' ,lcea lonall\ g""d 
"iT eapuk,' . Ithu.tt,lne.ltl. and C ab" 
Sdn lucas f "hlng IS e,peclall) gtltld 
at Cahtl an l uea, There ,Inped mdr­
lin arc repl)rted ,ed't)nLtll) ahundant 
from Deeember to June dlthtlugh there 
are fe\1 recorded data tnped mar­
lin are al,o thhed in Ilaters ,liT Gua)­
mas ( onoral. \[ azallan. and Puerll1 
\ allarta (Jali~col. 

Blad. marltn (marlin negro. ,\11I­

f...lIira /lldIClI): Blad. marlin ha\e been 
reponed In Sl)ulhern Bdja Callfornld. 
Gua) mas . La Paz. \[ azatl,in . P uertll 
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\ ,t1I.trt.t . .tno Ie" Ire4uenll~ lilt / Ihu.t ­
t.tnel" .tnd \C.tPUicll l illie I "nil \n 
III c.ttches h, p"rl 11 harnen lIulh I I 
\e.tpuILil ,lI1d e\en 10.:\ I !'I I III lht: (,ull 

III [ehu .lrllepee . ILlr there t e, enllall} 
nil 'p"rt II hlng In the e oUlho.:rn 

LlfCd' 

"\IMdl . h (PCI t: p.ld,l. \ /(111/11 

,,/,/('1111 I ""\1 ordh~h MOll 0.: d fllUl:h 
Inlele,1 Llfllllng p"rt II herrnen d .t1I­

II h ,Ind mJrltn I he~ range e tcn'l\cl, 
thrllughllul kmper.llL' .Ind uhlr flledl 
\1,llcr ,Ifld ,tre I! hed 111 \\,IICr .!Iong 
the \\C I Ll)d I,ll :\!c 11;O In m Ihe 
(,ull III ( .tIlfl 1rnld Cluth\lMd Ott 
\l:.tpuil: o \\, rdll h do nl I Jflpedr Il 

he .lbUlld.tfll L nIl rtunatel\ the \\ord­

Ct h ".ltdl doll.l .Iro.: nl I rellahle .JdP,lO­
L' e .:'llmmerLI,ll It n...'hne CdtLh d,IlJ 
Ifldleate t:a ,'nal ,lbund.!nLe of lIord­

I! h llll "entral • nd oUlhcrn HdJa 
( ,tilt. rm .. llurrnc OLI ha- [ ehruJr} 

OTHER SPORT FISH 
RESOURCES 

()th~r p,'rt pe.:'le \\ hl.:'h arc re­
r,'rted 1\1 ~ abundant In \Ie I.:'Jn 
\I.Il:r are the lollo\\lng t..trp n ( ah­
al,'. { (//(loll {/flllllff( lid. tuna (atun, 

1111 rp) . J..lp raek tuna Ibi.lrrJ-

ilk f... 101/1/\ (II hl/II( \ l. h'mtQ 
, d P lI1aeJ..Lrd makeri.lla. 

I, " I III I( 011/ h, r). 

h.!rracud,t ( (II rl/{ , pI. \I ahl),l 

I retll. ~ ({ I 1"'( 11/111/ loI(//r"n I: Bone­
li,h (mdeahl. A /h/l/" lid",,): dtllphin 
td\lradtl Cnn(lh"tlI< I (1(111"11): 

rllt terti h (pel gallt) \ , .. ,/11//11 

(I('«(orll I). tl)tua\a (tt)tl)aba. '/1/11'-

I, lOll III,/( dOli! "l. lacJ.. (Jurde. 
1Irt/1I I spp l. ,napper (pMgtl,. hua­

chinangl)'. LIII/1111111 'pp.). ,nt)(lk 
(whait)s. C,II((( '(lOIlII/ 1 ,p.l. ) ello\l­
tali !jure!. I riO/II "01111/(1): and blacJ.. 
sea bas, (mero. LI'IIII(lltdlll ~p ) 

AI 0 reported as numerous are 
\ .lr1t)U~ species l)f sharJ..~ . of II hlch the 
ft)llt1\ling \\(luld certainl) be formi d ­
ahle game speCie, IIger ~harJ.. (II buron 
tigre . GlI/I'OCcrt/o (III it ri): grea t \1 h ite 
~harJ.. (CII/'( Itllrodoll ('II/'( hllrilll): great 
hammerhead , har J.. (pez mart ill o. 
S(lltyrnCl lIIof...llrrt/II): ,h o rt fi n ma J.. o 



sha rk (tiburo n pa lo ma, {slims oxy r il1-

elIlIS). So me o f th ese sha rks a tt a in 
lengths of 15 to 20 fee t. 

THE SPORT FISHERIES 

Th e marin e spo rt fi sheri es can be 
class ifi ed in two ca tegori es: 

( I) the co mme rcia l spo rt fis hery. 
using ch art e r or " pa rt y" boa ts; a nd 

(2) fi shin g fr o m pri vate boa ts a nd 
fro m sho re. 

Within th ese ca tego ri es 200,623 
sport fis hin g permits were issued dur­
ing 197 1, o f whi ch 111 ,597 (56 pe r­
ce nt ) we re iss ued in Sa n Di ego a nd 
San Pedro, Calif. , mostly to pa rt y­
boat fi sherm en. Th e a reas fis hed by 
these pa rt y boa ts a re: Coro nado Isla nds, 
Cedros a nd Benitos Islands, G uada­
lupe Island , Socorro Island , a nd 
loca liti es nea r E nse nad a and Cabo 
San Lucas. Mos t trips las t fro m o ne 
to eight days. T he spec ies most sought 

Right , landing a rooslerfish ; below , a view 01 
pari of Ihe sport fishing charter lIeel. 
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aftcr are: mar lin. bonito . ~I-..IPJacl-.. . 

barracuda. albacorc. }cllo'Afin tun a. 
}cllo\\ tail. and blacl-.. ~ca bas~ . 

Of th c total of R9.026 PCr1lllh I..,..,ueu 
'Althin thc Rcpubllc 01 I\ lc'\ico In 1<)7 I. 
about 62 pcrccn t werc from thc st.\te~ 
of Baja California anu ~Ontlra. anu 
thc Tcrritor) 01 BaJa Calil011l1a Sur. 
1\10Q sport fishing pCrllllh \\erc IS..,UCU 
from officcs in fmcnaua. 1 a Pal . and 
Gua} mas . Thu~. It can be sccn that thc 
'Aaters of northwcstcrn 1\1c,\lco arc 
thc most popular tll both \lc,\lcan 
anu forcign sport fi~hcrmcn 

Acapulco accountcu for a total of 
2 1.-+26 permlt~ (24 pcrccnt) foil 0\\ cu 
b} lalat lan 'Alth 3.304 (3 .7 pcrccnt) 
anu Puerto Vallarta 'A Ith 707 ((l7 
pcrcent) 

SPORT FISHING 
TOURNAMENTS 

Throughout thc ycar uillcrent sport 
fishing tournamcnts are hclu on both 
coa,ts Somc arc Intcrnatillnall} 
famous. ~uch as thllSC for tarpon at 
Tampico and Tu'\pan. anu for billfish 
at Gua} mas. I\lazatlan. Cabo San 
1 uca~. and Acapulco. Some of thcse 
tournamenh arc organllcd through 
sport tishlng clubs. and othcr~ b} 
pn\atc Indl\idllah \\ho promotc ,uch 

The dolphin , or mahlmahi , IS caughl off 
Mex ico (right). 

c\cnh II\! hU~lncs~ purpllscs L p 1(1 

nO\\ therc has Illli hecn d true cOllruln 
a tlon llf thcse tllUI namcnh . Illli ha\e 
thclr re~ulh c\er hccn c\a ludt eu ellhcl 
In Icrms 01 pnlllHlIlIlIl.1I SllLCCS~ or .1' 

spllr\ln g c\cnh 

THE FUTURE OF SPORT 
FISHERIES IN MEXICO 

T hc gnl\\ I ng ~Pllrt fl~hcnes \\ II I 
prll\IUC cmplll} mcnl Oppllitunltlc~ tll 
hclp mcct th c necus III \l c'\icII\ C'\­
panuln g pllpUI.ttlllll Pr llpcl pldllnlng. 
promotl llil. anu rcglllatilln \\ ill ma -
Iml /C thc~c Ilppllrtlln ltlc~ I hc nc\\I\ 
cnactc I la\\ rccognllc~ thc Illlpllrt ancc 
01 ~pnrt Il~hcnc~ anu hy rc~cl'\ In!,! 
ccrtalll ~pCCIC~ \\ III .uu In thc ue\clllp­
mcnt olthc Inull~tn 

[)C\ elllpmcnt III thc ~Pllrt fi~hcncs 

I"> hampercu b\ Ih e lac l-.. 01 puhll~hl:d 

Infllrlllatilln on ul\tnbutilln anJ 
ahunJancc III ~pCCIC~ 01 fi~hcs. dnd lIn 
thc a\aJldhJllt\ II I l aL1lltlc~ -\ttLillpt~ 

MC hClng mdJe to clln~llliJ..l t c ~uch 

Informatilln anu dl~scm ln atc It through 
tra\cl dgcnc lcs anu llther a\cn llC~ of 
contact \\ I th thc ~porl h~h i ng 10\ cr~ 
of thc \\orld 
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