
Editor 's Comments 

More on Gigi 

Being on th e coast of Califo rnia in 
1852, when th e "'gold-fever" raged, 
th e fo rce of c ircumstances com­
pell ed me to take command of a 
brig, boun d on a sea ling, sea­
elephant , and wha ling voyage, o r 
a bando n sea-li fe , at least te mpo­
ra ril y. The o bjects of our pursui t 
were found in great nu mbe rs, and 
the o ppo rtunitie fo r stud ying 
the ir habits were so good , tha t I 
became great ly interested in col­
lecting facts bearing on the na tura l 
history of th ese animals . 

With such fo rthrigh t 19 th century 
prose does Charl es Melvill e Scam mon 
open his class ic account of 'The 
Manne Mam ma ls o f the o rth ­
Western Coast o f North America 
and the American Whale Fishe ry." 
The book was publi shed j u t a century 
ago, 10 1874. It sold poorl y, accordin g 
to Victor Scheffe r' int roduction to 
the 196b Dover editi on . But over the 
years it became inc reas in gly popul a r, 
rare, and expe nsive. F irst ed itions 
arc no", bibli ographi c treas u res . 
Luckily, there a re today exce ll ent 
and relatively tnexpe nsive facs imi le 
editions, including re produ cti o ns o f 
the stnklng lIthog raphs th at illustra ted 
the tlrst 

Scammon "'as born in 1825 and 
hence \\ as 27 when he bega n his 
career as the capta in o f a wha ling 
sh ip. Ht; t;\entuall y Joined th e U. S. 
Revenue t\lanne. a predecesso r o f 
the Coast Guaru . a nd th e byline o f 
the book gl\es hi a ffili a ti o n as a 
Captain 01 tha t o rga ni za ti on . He died 
111 Ib91 

There IS an ex tens ive lit e ra ture on 
the CalIforn ia g ray ", ha le. F or a 
hne!, au th onta tl\ e. anu well -",ritt en 
sC lentilic summ ar) of \\h a t was known 
III the creature hefore the Gi gi tudies. 
I high" rec ll mme nd "Th e Itfe h is tory 
,IO U eCl1 lllg\ 01 th e g ray whale 
I It 111/( hfl/II r"I>III/lII)," h) Dale 

\\ Rice .1IlU li en 'vVolman, 
"'rella l Publl CJtllln II 1. The me rt -

can Socie ty o f Mammal og ist . This 
was publi shed in April 1971. a lmost 
coin c ide nt a ll y with the capture o f 
G igi, an eve nt which made pos ible 
a hos t o f studi es previousl y impos­
sible. A ve ry good po pular account 
of cont empo rary whale studi es, includ­
ing those o n Gi gi , was written by 
Fa ith McNulty and a ppea red in Th e 

N ell' Yo rk er las t yea r . 

• The na me G igi, o ne supposes, 
was bo rrowed fr o m the enchanting 
he ro ine o f Colette's sho rt novel. Three 
deli ghtful actresses po rtrayed th e 
fic ti o na l G igi: Dani e ll e Delo rm e in 
a F rench movie ve rs io n th a t was o ne 
of th e funni es t a nd least wide ly seen 
pict ures eve r mad e (it was bou ght 
up by the produ ce rs o f th e Ameri­
can screen "G igi"), Audrey H epburn , 
who firs t made he r na me by pl ay ing 
the pa rt o n th e s tage in London and 
New York, and Les li e Ca ro n , w ho 
starred in th e unfo rgetta bl e screen 
m usica l. A nd th e re i still ano the r 
Gigi , play in g in a stage ver io n o f 
the mus ica l now runn ing in N ew 
York . It is diffi cult to equ ate th ese 
sle nder a nd girlish beauti es with a 
c rea tu re th at was a lm ost 20 feet 
lo ng and weighed 2 to ns at capture 
and w ho fo r some months ga ined 
weight a t a ra te o f three pounds 
an hour . 

• Willi a m C. C ummin gs o f the 
ava l U nde rsea Cente r in San Diego 

has been stud yin g marine ma mmal s 
for a decade o r so. (We publ ished 
a pa per he w ro te with PaulO . Tho mp­
so n , "G ray w hales , Esc hriclllill .1 roIJ/l .\ ­
rill. avoid th e unde rwate r sounds o f 
ki ll er w hale, Orc inll .1 orca ," in th e 
F i.lh ery Bill/erin, V ol. 69 , p. 5 25.) 
Sho rtl y a ft e r th e 1973-74 holidays 
he w rote a lett e r I think will be of 
In te res t to so me o f our read er : 

During th e pas t 10 yea rs o f my 
in volve ment w ith ma rine ma m­
ma l . I have ex peri enced and hea rd 
inc idents o f th e ir unfo rtun a te col­
li io ns with la rge and small wa te r­
craft. Th e a nim a ls doubtl ess ly try 
th eir be t to avo id th ese co nt act 
but a re v. e d oin g our sha re ') 

In a few moments of introspec­
tion over the holidays an idea came 
to mind which may offer some 
mitigation of man 's burdeni ng 
threat to the living environment. 
I f we could learn more of the c i r­
cumstances involved, perhaps a 
means ma y be found for helping 
to reduce the mutually harmful 
collisions between aquatic mam­
mals and watercraft. And if this 
sho uld not appeal to your altruism 
alone, think of the benefits to 
science, including possible new in­
formation on visual capabilitv, 
hea ring, actl VI ty rh ythms , or 
general awa reness of these animals. 
A good behaviorist could design 
and implement field experiments 
to satisfy both requirements , given 
eno ugh time and funding . However, 
in this austere period for research , 
a pro mi sing start seems to be in 
callin g upon the experiences of 
a ll boa t users , whateve r their 
purpose . 

C ummings has des igned a o ne page 
data sheet, headed "Collisi o ns with 
aqu a tic ma mmals ," which he ho pes 
boa t use rs will fill out a nd return to 
him so as to make a beginning on 
th e project. 'To a void o bvious biases, " 
he says, " repo rted incidents should 
not include contacts invo lving unin­
tenti o na l observers who ma y have 
been overzealous in th e ir attempt to 
vi ew seal s. wh ale, porpoises , o r o thers 
a t cl o e range. P erhaps you ma y not 
ha ve had a pe rtin e nt experience . but 
could possibl y he lp us to uncover 
additi onal information from an ac­
qu a intance with this experience, or 
fr o m so mething alread y pub lished . 
Participants will receive a report of 
th e findin gs a nd acknowledgement o f 
their ass istance. 

"It is gratifying to find tangible 
effect s al read y e mergi ng from man 's 
a tt empt s to protect aqu a tic mammals, 
and it is my s ince re wish for the New 
Yea r th at thi s survey will in so me 
way co ntribute to this e ffort ." 

Re ade rs o f thi s publicati o n would 
be performin g a valuable service to 
ou r i ncreas i ng unde rstandi ng of th e 
whale a nd o th e r ma rine mammals 
if th ey would ma ke their knowledge 
ava il a bl e to Dr. C ummings . T.A .M . 
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