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FOREIGN 

-Internationa I 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 

FAD SERVICES USED BY g. §.. ill CALCULATlliG FOOD REQ.UIREMENTS: While it is gen
erally true that most of FAO's services are given to underdeveloped countri~s, the 
more-developed countries also receive substantial benefit from membership in FAO, 
according to a news item from the National Conference of Nongovernmental Organiza
tions on F AO • 

One case in pOint is FAO' s publication ''Food Composition Tables for Interna
tional Use," issued in OctOber 1949. The se table s have been adopted by the U. S. 
Department of the Army and are the basis for all food-value calculations for U. S. 
Government establiShments in areas of military responsibility in Europe and the 
Far East. 

* * * * * 
REPORT ON EXPANDED PROGRAM OF, 'lECHNICAL ASSIsrANCE: The Food and Agriculture 

Organization has issued a reportEr summarizing the progress and accomplishments of 
its technical assistance program from July 1950 to May 1, 1951. During the brief 
period (since October 1950) that technical assistance funds have been available, 
FAO has completed 7 projects and has initiated field work on 61 others. A large 
number of requests from governments have been examined from the standpoint of their 
technical and administrative feasibility and scheduled for operations. Duplication 
with bilateral and other technical assistance projects is avoided. By May 1, 1951, 
FAO had concluded 68 supplemental project agreements with 32 governments, calling 
for the provision of 226 experts and 159 fellowships. These approved projects, 
including essential administrative and supervisory costs, will involve an estimated 
total expenditure of the equivalent of US$4,117,757 out of FAD's allocations for 
the first and second financial period. In ad~ition, 36 supplemental agreements 
with governments are currently under negotiation, calling for 136 more experts and 
200 additional fellowships at an estimated total cost in 1951 and 1952 of 
Usel, 675,100. 

Among the numerous types of assistance requested by governments are included 
the following fisheries projects. 

~ Production and the N.anagement of Fisheries Resources: The rational ex
ploitation and conservation of inland offshore and deep-water fisheries resources 
including improvements in fishing craft, gear, ~nd techniques will involve 17 ex
perts and 4.2 percent of the funds. This activity will need to be expanded materi
ally next year to meet the growing demand of governments for assistance in expand
~ng their fisheries as a valuable source of high-protein food for low and medium 
!!!,come families 
lITHIRD RE PORT TO·THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BOARD ON THE ACTIVITI ES AND PROGRESS OF FAO ~ ) 
~ EXPANDED-rROGRA M OF TECHNICAL ASSIST~FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, MAY 1, 1951, \CL 12/7 , 
55 P., PROCESSED. - -
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Processing and Marketing of Fisheries Products: Includes grading, standardi_ 
zation, prices and marketing margins, and the development of adequate credit re
sources for the fisheries industry, This will involve 8 experts and 1,7 percent 
of the funds, Some of these experts are being used this year on exploratory stud1ee 
of the marketing problems involved and it is anticipated that governments will n
quire a larger number of experts in this field in the months immediately ahead, 

Summary of Technical Assistance Fisheries Activities ~ Countries: BRAZIL: 
The Government of Brazil in the interest of implenenting its policy of economic and 
social development under the Salte Plan and related projects, has re que sted that 
FAO provide initially the services of twelve experts and three fellowships in for
estry, agricultural technology, fisheries, and rural welfare, Because moderniza
tion of the fisheries in Brazil holds great potentialities for improving the diets 
and providing gainful employment for lar~ numbers of the population , the Govern
ment desires the services of a fisheries expert to advise on its over-all program 
for the modernization of fishing equipment and on the development of f ish preserva
tion, proceSSing, storage, and distribution. As the work of thls fishe ries adv1~r 
progresses, it is anticipated that a number of additional experts may be required 
to concentrate on particular phases of the developroont program. 

CEYLON: This country is receiving a fisheries expert, qualified as a fishing 
craft and gear technologist to advise and assist on various phases of its fisheries 
development program, This program involves the conversion and nechanization of a 
large number of local fishing craft and the extension of trawling, drift netting, 
dory fishing , and pareja fishing in an effort to increase the productivity of the 
industry and to demonstrate improved fishing practices to local fishermen , 

CHll.E: An agreenent in fisheries haa been signed by the Government of Chile. 
Chile has an extensive coastline, rich in fisheries resources that have been only 
partially explOited because of inadequate scientific knowledge of the character 
and extent of these resources and because of a number of econ~ic and technologi
cal obstacles to their efficient development. In an effort to expand and moderni~ 
its fisheries, the Government in collaboration with FAO fisheries officials has 
outlined a program for the systematic appraisal of the fisheries of Chile, including 
the initiation of several research and development schenes. In its initial stages 
this program will require the assistance of two fisheries experts, one a qualified 
fisheries biologist, who will help organize and conduct the inventory of the COUD

try's fisheries resources and formulate the research program. The second expert 
will study the economics of production, marketing, and consumption of fisheries 
products with a view to recommending improvements in handling methods, reduced 
costs, and a gener&l increase in fish consumption. Aside from the many economic 
benefits to be gained from an expanded fisheries industry, the people of Chile 
have considered their fisheries resources a valuable source of high-quality pro
tein food which could be made to contribute greatly to the achievement of a more 
balanced diet, The government will provide qualified men to work with these eXM 
perts as well as the necessary vesselS, gear, and crews for the marine survey. 

ECUADOR: Since the potentialities of the fisheries industry of Ecuador have 
not been intensively explored, the first task of the two fisheries experts assigned 
to Ecuador will be to organize and initiate a program of survey and assessment ~ 
the marine fisheries resources, in both the mainland coast and Galapagos areasj to 
make recommendations for the regulation and rational utilization of commercial fish 
and shellfish resources on a sustained yield basis; to ascertain what improvements 
in the preservation, proces'sing, storage, and distribution of fishery products a1'8 
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necessary and practical; and to recommend econolliic 
domestic consumption of these important sources of 
ment of the fisheries experts is six months. 

and other measure s for increasin 
protein f ood. The initial assign-

underdeveloped Intermediate developed 

building toward a better world 

HAITI: FAO's technical assistance to the Government of Haiti is based in part 
upon the findings and recommendations of the United Nations Mission to Haiti in 
which FAO cooperated and upon several independent studies by FAO of the problems 
and potentialities of food and agricultural deve lopment in same of the decadent 
~as of the country. While these and similar studie s clearly reveal the serious
ness of the problems that must be overcome in t he improvement and development of 
Haiti's agricultural, fisheries, and forestry re sources, FAO has found it advisable 
to avoid the establishllient Of a large technical assistance mission in the country, 
but rather to supply a series of experts at vari ous stages a s the government pro
ceeds with the implementation of its policy of rural development. One of the major 
~c~ndations of the United Nations Mission was to increase the supply of food, 
particularly protein, suited to the peasant taste and economy through the culture 
~f fish in ponds, estuaries, swamps, lagoons, irr i gat ion canals, etc., thus putting 
lnto use latent food-growing media and ut iliz ing extensive unused swamp and lowland 
a~as. As part of its regular program, FAO suppl i ed a fish culture specialist to 
~ap out such a progr6lli. Following this, the Hai t i an Government appropriated 1 0 , CO 
ln 1950 and assigned two government technicians and a number of lay persons to 
initiate the program. Areas for nursery ponds and f or demonstration and experi
mental ponds were set aside on grounds of the gove rnment experimental farm at 
DMden. One jOint Government and private fish culture project has been initiated 
at Damien, and at least two others are contempl ated. 'Nith assistance from other 
gov~rnmental agenCies, ponds are now being construct ed. FAO, under the technical 
~~slst~nce progr6lli, is extending its services on t Lis project by providing a fu l -

lIDe flsh culture speCialist for 8 mininrum per i od of one year, to supervise an 
develop the project. It also is giving 8 fellowship of six mont hs ' dur ation for t~e 
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senior Hai tian officer assigned to the project to enable him to study fish cultun 
practices in countries abroad where such practices are well advanced. 

ISRAEL: Fisheries production in Israel is rated next in importance to field 
crop production, as the inadequate supply of IDeat makes fish an essential sour~ 
of protein. Therefore, technical assistance byFAO is under consideration in t~ 
form of an expert for consultation in fisheries research, an instructor in pelagic 
fishing, and fellowships in fisheries technology, fish breeding, and new fishing 
methods. 

PAKISTAN: Three fisheries experts will assist in the planning and design of 
a fish harbor and associated marketing facUities at Karachi. A consultant marine 
engineer will advise on the site and plan the major constructional features of the 
harbor. A fishery port master, in collaboration with the marine engineer, will ~ 
concerned with the wharfage, storage, icing facilities, selling floor s, and other 
installations required for the efficient handling of fisheries product s and the 
servicing of vessels. A commercial fisheries consultant will assist on the loc~ 
and inland marketing, transport, storage,and distribution systems and facilit ies. 
These experts will ccmplete the first phases of their assignments in about eight 
months after which time further work may be required when the actual construction 
is undertaken. 

THAILAND: The FAO Fisheries Mission made a number of recommendati ons for the 
fuller development of Thailand's rich fisheries resources; many of these recommen
dations have been translated into the Government's program. To accelerate and 
broaden this program the Government now desires the services of one additional ad
viser on the development of inland fisheries in fresh and brackish waters. This 
expert, working with the staff of the four fisheries experiment stations , will as
sist in overcoming the many practical difficulties encountered in the wide-scale 
introduction of pond and inland fish culture, including inland fisherie s management 
control of noxious weeds in inland waters, the propagation and distribution of fislL 
fry, and other problems of inland and fresh-water fisheries. Four fellowships of 
three months each will be awarded for special studies of problems enoountered in 
the program. 

Regional Technical Assistance Activities: ASIAN FISHERIES TRAINING PROGRAM: 
One of the principal subjects under discussion at the Third Meeting of the Indo
Pacific Fisheries Council held in Madras, India, February 1-6,1951, was ways and 
means of encouraging fishery training and education to make up for the lack of 
suitably trained personnel to assist in developing fisheries in the Indo-Pacific 
area. The Council recommended not only that governments take steps immediately to 
initiate and expand existing training projects, but also requested that FAO assist 
such governments as might be prepared to act as host countries in establishing 
regional training schools. Among the prospective schools or centers to accompli~ 
the recommendations of the Madras Meeting are a regional training center devoted 
to teaching practical pond culture techniques and another center to be held later 
devoted to instructions in the operation and maintenance of vessel s. motors, and 
fishing gear. It is anticipated that arrangements will be concluded early enough 
to permit the holding of one or both of tilese regional training centers in 1951. 

LATIN AMERICAN FISHERIES TRAINING CENTER: The Second Latin American meeting 
on Food and Agricultural Programs and Outlook requested FAO to establish a fish
eries training center in the region to help train qualified personnel in the biO
logic, technologic·, and economic aspects of fisheries and related industries. 1he 
meeting visualized that such organized training in some Latin American country 
having the necessary facUi ties would help governments in their efforts to make 
greater use of these resources to satisfy the food requirements of their people. 
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At the invitation of the Government of Chile, preparations are being made to 
conduct this center at the Santamaria Techni cal Univer5ity, Valparaiso. The center 
w111 run for about ten weeks beginni ng on J anuary 6, 1952. Participating govern
ments will pay travel and SUbsistence f or one-half of their trainees and FAO, 
through its 'l'echnical Assistance Fellowships, will pay the expenses of the remainder. 

The Economic Commission for Latin America, the Organization of American States, 
the lnsti tute of Inter-American Affairs, and UNESCO are expected to cooperate in 
this project. 

WHALING 

JAPAN ADHERES TO rn'IERNATIONAL WHALING AGREEMENT; The Japanese Government - - , 
on April 21, 1951, adhered to the International Agreement for the Regulation of 
Whaling signed at Washi ngton, December 2, 1946. Notification of adherence was 
cOIIllilunicated to the Secretary of State by the W,inister for Foreign Affairs of 
Japan. Japan is the seventeenth country to ratify or adhere to the Agreement, 
the other parties being Aust r al ia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Mex
ico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Union of South Africa, Sweden, 
United Kingdom, United States, and U.S.S.R. 

INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION MEETlliG ANNOUNCED; '!he International Whal
ing Commission, establ i shed by the Agreement, will convene its third annual meeting 
in Capetcwn, Union of South Africa, beginning July 23, 1951. The United States is 
represented on the Commi ssion by Dr. Remington Kellogg, Director of the U. S. Na
tional Museum, Commissi oner , and Dr. Hilary J. Deason, U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Deputy Commissioner. 

Australia 
PEARL AND TROCHUS SHEIL PRODUCTION, l22.Q; Pearl and trochus shell Australian 

production in 1950 was valued at L622,850 (US$l,388,956) as compared with L601,375 
(US$1, 768 , 043) in 1949 , states the March 1951 Fisheries Newsletter of the Co~on
wealth Dire ctor of Fisheries. Approximately 70 percent of the 1950 production was 
exported t o the United States and earned over $1,000,000 for Australia. 

Pearl shell production in 1950 was 31 percent less in qu~tity and 6.3 per
cent less in value than in 1949. The main reason for this decrease was that Thurs
day Island producers diverted some of their pearling vessels to trochus fishing, 
and the pearl shell divers concentrated on an area which has been so extensively 
f ished over the past four years that shell has becoIll8 scarce. Weather conditions 
in 1950 also hampered ThurSday Island operations. 

Beche-de-mer production in 1950 was negligible. 

Pearl shell prices per ton in 1950 averaged a third higner than in lq49-
!!506 (US$1,128 ) as compared with L373 (US$l,097), respectively. Pearlers, who for 
the past two years contr acted with a New York City firm, have renewed the contract 
!Qr three years on condi tions satisfactory to all parties. 
~OT E : VALUES CONVERTED ON THE BASIS OF THE FOLLOWING RATES OF EXCHANGE FOR THE AUSTRA~ A 

POUN D STERLING: 1950 _ ~ EQUALS US $2.23; 1949 - :l1 EQUALS US$2.93. 
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SHRThlP GRADER: A new type of shrimp (prawn) grading machine--reported remark_ 
ably simple, compact, and easily cleaned--was successfully demonstrated on an Aus
tralian fishing boat at Pi ttwater (Sydney) in February this year. 

The machine was invented by L. J. Allan, an engineer now living at Pearl Beach. 
who is also the designer of a compact-type winch for small fishing boats. 

The essential feature of the new shrimp grader is a series of vibrating glass 
rods with tapered slots. The vibration of the rods (the machine is driven off the 
boat's engine) shakes the shrimp along them; the rods are arranged to sort out the 
shrimp into previously determined grades. All rejected shrimp are returned to the 
sea immediately. The shrimp going through the machine did not seem to be injured 
in the trial demonstration. The inventor decided on glass for the vibrating rods 
after experiments with metal rods had shown that for efficient grading no dirt or 
rubbish must adhere to the rods (glass rods are easily cleaned and, if necessary, 
can be "lubricated" with a bucket of water during the grading operation). 

It is intended to manufacture the machine in three sizes, using stainless 
steel, The glass rods are replaceable individually. The medium-size machine will 
be only 3 ft. long, 15 in. wide, and 2 ft. 3 in. high, yet will be guaranteed to 
handle at least 200 pounds of shrimp an hour. The maxilnum capacity would be 350 
pounds. 

'lUNA INVESTIGATION IN TASMANIAN WATERS: The clipper Senibua, having proved 
the effectiveness of live-bait pole fishing for tuna along the New South Wales 
coast, is now attempting to duplicate its success by this method of fishing in 
Tasmanian waters, 

The Senibua is a tuna vessel owned and operated by a canpany which was organ
ized to catch tuna in Fijian waters. This vessel made its first cruise in Austra
lian waters early in October 1950. However, in pole fishing for tuna off New sou~ 
Wales, the vessel was dogged by bad weather. 

In mid-December 1950, the Commonwealth Treasury, on the recommendation of the 
Minister for COI:llIlerce and Agriculture, agreed to assist financially another month's 
exploratory fishing, with a rebate to the Government on all tuna taken . During 
this month fishing operations were supervised by a Technical Advisor of the Common
wealth Fisheries Office. Despite continued bad weather,the operations proved the 
efficiency of pole fishing, and sufficient tuna were taken to reimburse practically 
all of the expenditures. 

Following this success, the Minister and the Treasury agreed to an extension 
of Commonwealth assistance on the sru;ne terms for another month. As the Ta~nian 
Government fisherie s vessel Liawenee had been working on tuna and had been taking 
fish by trolling, it was decided to send the Senibua to Tasmania. The clipper 
arrived in ~asmania at the end of January 1951. Depending on the results in Tas
mania, it is hoped that it may yet be possible to use the Senibua in another State 
as well. 

Since the tuna schools come close to the coast, boats much smaller than Cali
fornia tuna clippers can be used tor tuna pole fishing in Australia. Already sev
eral New South Wales fishermen have installed live-bait tanks for pole fishing. 

Prospect s of a big tuna industry along the southern half of the Australian 
ffi8inland COtist are considered gOOd. In addition to providing many fishermen with 
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a good living, of special interest to Australia i s the fact that a canned tuna in
dustry will provide valuable dollar-earning exports . 

NOTE: ALSO SEE COMMERCIAL FISHER IES REVIEW , FEBRUARY 1951, pp, 47-9, 

:~~ 
~ 
Belgium 

~ FILLET PLANT: With Marshall Plan-financed freezers, a Belgium company is 
engaged in the quick-freezing of fish fillets in Ostende . This is the first and 
only company in Belgium to go into t his bus i ness , declares a May 18 ECA news release 

\ . 
'The plant, which has m3ant new life to the economy of this ancient North Sea fishing 
port, is capable of processing 125 metric t ons of fish per day and producing 50 tons 
of fillets. It has a storage capacity f or 2,000 tons of cellophane-wrapped fillets. 

'!he four giant blowers required f or quick freezing were obtainable only in the 
United States, and the Marshall Plan supplied US$24,OOO for the purchase of these 
blowers. In addition, US$2,OOO were supplied for the purchase of a cellophane pack
ager from the United states. 

* * * * * 
IMPORT POLICY: Belgian importers are relatively free to buy goods from dollar 

~as and can usually secure the necessary dollar exchange for payment, according 
to word to the ECA Mission in Brussels . This means that .American suppliers are 
permitted to sell almost any commodity to a Belgian importer, for which there is a 
market in Belgium. 

In order to import , a Belgian firm secures an import license from any of the 
2,000 banks or makes a so-called declaration "in lieu of license" and secures the 
necessary exchange. This payment sys t em applies no t only to ECA-financed imports 
but also to non-ECA dollar-financed imports. 

Brazil 
AMERICAN F IRM TO PROfuO'IE SffiIMP EXPORTS: A representative of an American fro

zen foods firm -YS-seeking to es tabli sh a cold storage plant in Sao Luis, Brazil, 
and to promote the exportation of shrimp. Negotiations are in progress between the 
State of Maranhao, fishing vessel owners, and companies who have plant installations, 
an American Consul dispatch f rom Belem dated April 20 states. The installations 
now in existence are pract i call y unused. 

... ... * * ... 

IN'lERNATIONAL CONVEll.'TION FOR 'lEE REGULATION OF WHALING RATIFIED: The Brazilian 
Legislative Decree No. 14, of March 9, 1950, ratified the International Whaling Con
Vention and attached supplementary regulations, according to a V~y 5, 1951, report 
from the American Legation a t Rio de Janeiro. The Brazilian instrument of ratifica
tion was deposited in Washington, D. C., on May 9,1950. The Diario Oficial of 
April 24, 1951, published Decree No. 28 ,524 dated August 18, 1950, which declared 
that the Convention "be executed and fully observed." 
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Canada 
CANNED LOBS'IER 12.2!. MARKET OU'lLOOK: In discussing the market prospects for 

canned lobsters during 1951, Nova Scotian dealers have expressed the belief that 
prices for the 1951 pack will be at least as high as in 1950, according to an 
April 27 .American consular report from Halifax. Reports indicate that the Cana
dian commodity is said to be getting heavy competition in the New York metropoli
tan area and the mid-~~stern United States from rock lobster or crayfish from 
Sou th Afri ca, Cuba # New Zealand, and Australia. 

* * * * * 
DRIFT-NET HERRING FISHING EXPERIMENTS ON EAST COAST: In line with a general 

plan ~ttempting to improve the efficiencY-of fishing on the east coast of Canada, 
the Atlantic Biological Station at St. Andrews, N.B., has been conducting experi~ 
ments with drj.ft-nets for catching herring and mackerel. 

Drifting for herring is not new. It has been the most widely used and mo st 
succe ssful method of capture in the North Sea since the earliest times. However, 

it has not been generally adopted 
QUEBEC by Canadian fishermen and these 

.DRI fT-NET STATIONS 

experiments were de signed to test 
the effecti veness of the method 
in our waters and to determine 
the offshore distribution of her
ring during the summer months. 

The experiments were carried 
out from June 1 to November 12, 
1950, in the southwestern portion 
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, along 
the Nova Scotia coast from Canso 
bank to Ro seway and off the we st 
coast of Newfoundland. Good 
catches of both herring and mack
erel were made in the southwestern 
Gulf from early June until the end 
of September but no appreciable 
quantities were taken at any time 
in the other two areas, the March 
1951 Trade News of the Canadian 
Department of Fisherie s reports, 

LOCATION OF DRIFT-NET STATIONS AND AREAS WHERE EXPERI- A fleet of 12 gill nets was 
MENTS WERE CONDUCTED WITH DR I FT -NETS FOR CATCH I NG HER- d h t b i imatel'! 
RING AND MACKEREL. use ; eac ne e ng approx 

40 yards long and 25 feet deep. 
Nets of 11a, 2, ~,and 3 inches stretched mesh were included in the fleet. '!he . nets 
were set just before sunset and hauled back immediately after daybreak. 

Very few herring were taken in the l~ or 3-inch nets. The 2-inch nets were 
m~at effective in the AlLerican bank, Orphan bank, and Bradelle bank areas and the 
2"2"-inch nets in areas north and south of the Magdalen Isla..nds and off the north 
shore of Prince Edward Island. The 3-inch caught more than 85 percent of the total 
weight of mackerel taken. . 

The main interest of the investigation was to explore the areas as thoroughlY 
as possible and, to do this, a network of 22 stations was established. Sixteen of 
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these stations were occupied during three cruises in the southwestern Gulf and along 
the Nova scotia coast}but only one cruise was made along the west coast of Newfound
land where the other six stations were located. Only one night was spent at each 
station during each cruise regardless of whether good catches were made or not. 

The largest catch was made on June 5 on laFond Georges about 12 miles southwest 
of the Magdalen Islands, where 6, 000 pounds of herring and 3, 000 pounds of mackerel 
were taken. At five of the stations, catches in excess of 5,000 pounds were made. 
The tetal catch for southwestern Gulf Stations was slightly more than 42,000 pounds 
for 22 sets, an average of 1,920 pounds per set. The largest catches are equivalent 
to average catches in the North Sea with about ten times as much net, and must be 
considered very encouraging. 

Plans are being made to continue these explorations during the 1951 season. 
It is hoped to have a greater coverage of the Gulf and the more shallow areas off 
the Nova Scotia and west Newfoundland coasts. It is also planned to test other 
sizes of gill nets and to have the nets rigged in a similar manner to those used 
commercially in the North Sea. 

The stocks of herring on the Atlantic coast constitute one of Canada's major 
unused fishery resources. Fishing is carried on, mainly, during a short spawning 
season of fram three to six weeks duration. The herring are, at this time, in their 
poorest condition, and are sui table only for bait, for Ivw gradee of pickled herring, 
and for reduction to oil and meal. If sufficient quanti ties of high-grade herring 
can be located and caught throughout the sUIlllller and early fall months, it is not 
inconceivable that a fat herring industry will develop here similar to that which 
has been carried on for many years in Western European countries. 

WHITEFISH INSPECTION C<lI.PULSORY: Canadian Government inspection of whitefish 
for export became compulsory on May 16. The new whitefish inspection system has 
been carried on for some months on a voluntary basis to enable the industry gener
ally to accustom itself to the new procedures. This also allowed the Canadian De
partment of Fisheries a training period for its inspection personnel in the prac
tical application of the new regulations. 

Buyers of Canadian whitefish have found that application of the regulations, 
during the voluntary period, resulted in a unifonQly higher quality product reach
ing the export markets in the United States. Exporters taking advantage of this 
service have had t heir shipments facilitated through United States border points. 

These new regulations, to ensure that only the highest quality of whitefish 
products continue to be prepared for export. resulted from a close study of the 
problem by the provincial governments concerned, the fishing industry itself, and 
the Canadian Department of Fisheries. 

* * * * * 
NEWFOUNDLAND FISHERIES OVl'LOOK "NOT SO BRIGHT": In a speech on May 9 in 

Which he presented the new 1951-52 budgetesttmate to the Newfoundland Assembly, 
Premier Joseph Smallwood stated that the future of Newfoundland 's fisheries was 
"not so bright," according to a May 17 American consular dispatch from st: John I s. 
He added that the Government was endeavoring to combat a postwar decline ln tnis 
field through loans to private industries for the enlargement of plants so that 
fresh-frozen fillets for export might be substituted for salt cod. 
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New plants were expected to be set up soon at Placentia, Grand Bank, and Gaul
tOis. Owners of plants at St. Anthony and Bonavista were being urged to dOUble the1r 
capacity. 

'!be Premier outlined a ten-point plan for fisheries expansion program, where1n 
more unionization and cooperation between fishermen themselves and the gove~nt 
would be possible. 

'!be Premier earlier in the year called in some 200 fishermen delegates from all 
parts of Newfoundland in an effort to have them organize and eal realistically ed 
effioiently with their own and market needs. 

• • • • • 
NEWFOUNDLAND SALT COD SALES TO EUROPE: Dollar payment for the sale to Europe 

of C$4,OOO,OOO worth of Newfoundland's 1951 salt cod production has been arranged 
by the Canadian Government, a May IB American Embassy dispatc!l from Otta va states. 
Purchases of this product by Spain, Portugal, Italy, and Greece will be pa1d 1n 
pound sterling to the Canadian Government. The Canadian Treasury will pay tne New
foundland shippers in Canadian dollars. Under this plan, the sterling will be 8~ 
plied against Newfoundland's debt to the United Kingdom, which the Canadian Govern
ment took over at Confederation in 1949. 

Under a similar plan for 1950,!I the limit permitted was C 6,000,000, but 
sales for that year only amounted to about C~4,OOO,OOO, the awne amount proposed 
for this year. Canadian Government officials stated that this 1951 amount w11l 
cover between 35 and 40 percent of the Province's salt-cod production. 

'Ihis continued arrl:l.llgement is only a temporary solution to the problem of 
disposing of the Newfoundland fish production pending a Government reorganization 
of the fisheries now being worked out. Under this reorganization, new filleting 
and freezing plants are contamplated. 
lISEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, AUGUST 1950, P. 42. 

• • • • • 
NEW ROSEFI$ GR(J;NDS IN ATLANTIC: E:x:ploration by the Fisheries Research Board 

of Canada of 1, 000 miles of deep water, extend ing trc..n the northern pert of the 
Grand Bank northward to the la ti tude of Cape Chidley at the northern extremity of 
Labrador, uncovered in 1950 new rosefish (ocean perch) grounds for Canadian fisher
men, the Canadian Fisheries Department Trade News of January 1951 announced. 

This discovery by biologists of the Newfoundland Biological Station aboard the 
exploratory vessel Investigator II increases by 600 nautical miles the known range 
in which rosefish can be caught in sufficient numbers to make commercial fishing 
prof i table. 

Excellent catches were made with the vessel's small otter trawl Much larger 
catches could be taken with the bigger nets of the commercial trawle;s. The net 
used by the Investigator was a No. 36 otter trawl with a 60-foot heHdrope and an 
BO-foot footrope. Usually about 450 fathoms of towing w~ were used in all depthS 
of 150 fathoms and over, while the ratio of 3 to 1 was maintained in lesser depthS, 
A good deal of the Investigator's efforts was directed toward deep water between 
100 and 200 fathoms. 
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Known catches of rosefish per hour's drag r anged f rom 3 , 000 pounds to 20,000 
pounds, On one occasion the trawl net broke with the weight of the fish This 
catch, which was lost, was esti- ~----~------~------~ ______ ~ ______ ~~~ ____ ~ 
mated at 30,000 pounds. Since 
the Investigator was exploring 
new depths, it did not remain to 
fish continuously in the areas 
found sui table, 

Good stocks of rosefish 
were found at the Flemish Cap 
Bank and in most areas fished 
from the north-eastern edge of 
the Grand Bank to near Hamil
ton Inlet Baruc, 'lhese northern 
rosefish are much larger than 
those t o the south of the bank 
and the big catches were of 
large fish of excellent commer
cial size. 

Before last year's explora
tions, the known avallabili ty 
of rosefish extended only to la
titude 440 30', The commercial 
range for this fish is now ex
tended northward to 550 21' , 

Jllore than 600 nautical miles 
and about 11 degrees of lati
tude, A few rosefish were 
~ound in deep water as far north 
as lah tude 600 30'. 

During the spring of 1950, 

, 
; 

\_/; 
i, 
'--- .... 

EXTENSION OF ROSE FISH RANGE 
FOR COMMERCIAL FISHING 

. -CATCHES OF 3,000 Las. ""'0 OVER 
PER HOUR'S DRACGING 

~CAL.l 100 loIlL.lI to I ''''CH 

• 
'," . 

Explorations revealed large catches of rosef i sh on the southwest edge of the Grand 
auk especially at depths of about 80 to 85 fathoms. These rosefish were, however, 

too small for present-day commercial use i n Newfoundland, al thou~ they are as large 
I8S those uded in the United States, Fish caught in the northern limits of the rose
~ish grounds were taken from a greater de pth than those farther south, On the 
southern part of the Grand Bank it was some times possible to catch large quantities 
~f rosefish in 80 to 90 fathoms. In Hermi tage Bay, on the south coast of Newfound
~and, fish were caught in quantity at 140 fatholliS, On the northeast edge of the 
-,rand Bank and Flemish Cap the favored de p t hs are from 150 to 190 fathoms with the 
best catches at 160 to 190 fathoms. Off Labrador the fishing depth for the best 
catches was as much as 200 fathoms, Catche s taken at depths less than these were 
considerably smaller. 

* * * * * 
NOVA SCOTIA EXPANDS FROZEN FIffi PRODUCTION: The present trend of the Nova 

cotian fishing industry is away from salt fish to the production of fresn and 
r~zen fish f or export, principally to the United States,- and for sale on a broad

en~ng Canadian market, states an April 27 American consular dispatch from Halifax. 
U1S trend appears to derive partly from t he chronic instability of tradi ti onal 

~terling markets in the Caribbean regi on and partly from gradual realization that 
~he Province's prime competi ti ve advantage lies in nearness to the currently most 
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productive fishing grounds in the western Atlant ic , a geogr aph i c l o cation turned 
to greatest commercial advantage by emphasis 00 quality production , especially 
with Newfoundland's entry into the Canadian Federation. 

The construction of the $4.5 million plant at Louisburg oy a Canad ian and ~ 
American fishing firm, anu another American firm's development at Peti t de Grat 
are indications of the extent to which United States firms with sufficient re
sources to afford the renovation of operating equiplli8nt oave been prepared to ac
cept the opportunities offered by establishment of brancn fishing operati ons in 
Nova Scotia. 

* * * • • 

NOVA SCOTIAN ffiIPYARD FACILI'rIE3 CON'IRlliUTING TO DEVELOPMENT OF FROZEN FI3i 
INDUS~ON EAST COAST: Nova Scotian shipyard faciUties for construction of 
small craft are making an irr.portant contrioution in a considerable sift which 18 
taking place in the eastern Canadian fisheries fram the production of sal t fish 
to the production and n:.arketing of fresn and frozen fish. An element in thi s 
change of emphasis is the ability of Nova Scotian industry to develop and const~ct 
improved types of flshing vessels to meet changing standards and requi reme nts, 8 

May L~ American consular dispatch from Halifax states. The staple salt cod trade 
has dropped in value of production mainly because n;en and equipment in thi s fish
ery are being devoted to more profitable activities, such as the fresh halibut 
fishery. 

China (Communist Mainland) 
FISHERIES PRODUCTION TARGETS SET FOR!..22l: The second All-China Marine Prod

uct Conference adjourned on January )0 after an II-day session, state s an Americ~ 
consular dispatch from Hong Kong ul:ited • .1arch )0 . (The report pOints ou t t hat the 
data presented are almost entirely from the Conmunist party platform. ) The confer
ence decided that efforts shall oe exerted to restore the prewar annual production 
level of 1,500,000 metric tons within a period of two years. The 1951 production 
target was set at 1,100,000 tons or about 21 percent above tne 1950 output of 
911,000 tons. 

Production targets for 1951 by regions are: East China region 500 ,000 t ons; 
Central South region )60,000 tons; Northeast region 140,000 tons; Hope i and Tientsin 
k~icipality 100,000 tons. 

GOVElli"ThiENT LOJu'l' FOR FISHING Th1)U3TrtY: The Chinese Ministry of Agr i culture 
and the People's Bank of China have recently rele!:l.ssd a loan of J1P ¥80 . 9 billion 
(US$2 ,895 ,)68) to the f ishiLe; industry for 1951, an ArLerican Consular di spatch 
dated April 20 from Hong Kong reports. (This re~ort pOints out that t he data 
presented are alL:.ost entirely from the COlllD.unist party sources.) The l oan 'I.'i11 be 
issued to the following sources: 

1. ORGANIZED FISHERMEN AND THOSE ENGAGED IN RAISING FRY AND POND FISH . 

2. FISHERMEN IN NEED OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR GEAR REPAI RS. 

3. STATE-OPERATED MARINE-PRODUCTS COMPANIES, AND MARINE-PRODUCTS TR ANS
PORTATION AND MARKETING COMPANIES. 
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4. PROCESSI NG, MAR KETI NG, AND TRANSPORTING MERCHANTS AND DEALERS. 

5. PRIVATELY-OPERATED F IS HI NG VESSELS. 
NOTE: MONETARY CONVERS I ON FACTORS: J MP ¥4,750 IS EQUAL TO $1 HONG KONG, WHICH IS EQUAL TO 
DU.S. CENTS. 

A.~ 
<-~--

Col ombi a 
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FISHERY PRODUCTS PROHIBITED IMPORTATION: A new Colombian exchange-control 
system instituted by Decrees Nos. 637 and 638 of March 20, 1951, effective immedi
ately, also prohibits the ~portation of a long list of commodities, including 
fiShery products, the U. S. Department of Corrmerce reported in April. The list of 
prohibited imports will be subject, however, to modification by recommendation of 
the newly-created Exchange Regulation Board, as conditions warrant. The following 
lists the fishery and allied commodities prohibited importation, as established in 
decree No. 638 (follow the clas sification of the Colombian custOffiS tariff): 

TAR IFF NUMBER 

19 

20 
21 

119 
120 

121 

957 

958 

959 

980 
981 

DESCRIPTION 

FRESH FISH (ALIVE OR DEAD) OR FISH PRESERVED IN A 
FRESH STATE BY REFRIGERATION OR OTHER METHOD: 
(B) SALT-WATER FISH 

SIMPLY SALTED, DRIED OR SMOKED FISH 
CRUSTACEANS AND MOLLUSKS, FRESH, SI MPLY COOKED OR 

SALTED: 
(A) LOBSTER, CRABS, CRAYFISH, SHRIMPS AND OTHER 

CRUSTACEANS 
(B) OYSTERS, CLAMS, SNAILS AND OTHER MOLLUSKS 

CAVIAR AND CAVIAR SUBSTITUTES 
PREPARED AND PRESERVED FISH OTHER THAN THAT IN

CLUDED IN ITEM 20: 
(A) IMPORTED IN BOXES, CROCKS OR HERMETICA LLY 

SEALED CONTAINERS: 
(ll SARDIN ES 
(2 OTH ERS 

(B) IMPORTED IN OTHER FORMS 
PREPARED AND PRESERVED CRUSTACEANS AND MOLLUSKS 

OTHER THAN THOSE INCLUDED IN ITEM 21 
NATURAL CORAL, WORKED 

(A) UNMOUNTED 
(B) MOUNTED 

TORTO I SE SHELL: 
(B) ARTICLES OF TORTOISE SHELL 

MOTHER-OF - PEARL: 
( B) ARTICLES OF MOTHER-OF-PEARL 

ROD-FISHING SUPPLIES 
ORDINARY BUTTONS FOR WEARING APPAREL AND FOR DECORATION: 

(A) OF COAL, TORTOISE SHELL, IVORY, AMBER OR JET 
(B) OF MOTHER-OF-PEARL 

The nevI exchange-control system initially sets a new exchange rate of 2.50 
pesos per United State s dollar (buying rate) and 2.51 pesos per dollar (selling 
rate) by t he Bank of t he Republic for all foreign exchange payments. The stamp tax 
on eXchange transactions is 3 percent, which results in an effective selling rate 
for exchange for general importations of 2.585. Decree No. 637 provides that, with 
the exception of articles prohibited by the Government, exports and imports of 
merchandise ffitiy move freel y. However, all exports and imports will require prior 
registration in the Off ice of Exchange Registration, and proof of registrat ion will 
be required for t he legalization of shipments by Colombian Consulates and for entry 
through the customs. A guarantee deposit of 10 percent of the value of each import 
ret;~stration is re 4.uired , and a re ceipt for this deposit is a pri~r requisi_~e. for 
r~glstrat i on. Imports and expor ts which re~uire prior authorizatlon of ~ I .. lllJ.stry 
Wlll continue subject to this re quirement. 
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Costa Rico 
FISHERIES TRENDS,!.22Q: No d:ita are available on Costa Rican production or 

fishery products, but reports indicate that the amount is rather SlLell . 

Exports: Shipments (actually re-exports) of frozen tuna to the nited States, 
the sole receiver, amounted to 4,486 metric tons in 1950 , valued upon entry into 
Costa Rica at US$980,000, according to an American Embassy ispatch froI,j San Jose 
dated April 5, 1951. The 1950 tuna exports were greater than those reported in 
1949 (4,101 tons, valued at U8$888 , 000), 

No information is available on the total tuna pack in Costa Rica but 64 tons, 
valued at US$88,000 were exported chiefly to Venezuela and the Canal Zone in 1950 
as compared to 68 tons, valued at U8$97,000 , sent cniefly to the s~ estinations 
in 1949. 

Also, 3.6 metric tons of shark livers, va lued at U 2 ,500, were sipped , all 
to the United States, as compared with 42 tons of shar~ and fish livers , val~ed 
at U~41,OOO, in 1949, These shipments are believed to be re-exports as practi
cally no livers are known to have been produced in Costa Rican waters , 

Exports of live turtles amounted to 91, r;..etric tons, .alued at US ) , 980 , 8S 

compared to 89 tons, valued at US$6,40C in 1949. 

Fishing Regulations: Rules and regulations for the fishing industry now in 
effect appear satisfactory to the fishing fleet operating out of Costa Rica , which 
consists almost entirely of foreign vessels, This fleet utilizes tne fac ili ties 
of Puntarenas, the only fishing port in Costa Rica. 

Territorial Waters: 
the cov~try's sovereignty 
limit.1i The legality of 
offshore belt has not yet 
been clarified, 

In December 1950 Costa Rica's nignest co rt r uled that 
extends only to the internationally accepted t.ree-mile 
legislation which extended protection over a 200-mile 
been submitted to the courts nor has tnat legislation 

lISEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIE~, FEBRUARY 1951, PP. 5 ' - 2. 

Denmark 
DEEP-sEA TRAWLING ~~STIGATION EXPEJITIO A Danish elaborately-e uipped 

deep-sea scientific expedition nas reported trawling operations at a depth of 
15,000 feet (2,500 fathoms), according to the h:arch 1951 issue of the South African 
Shipping News and Fishing Industry Review, With modern equipment des igned to 
plumb the greatest depths, these deep-trawling operations were carried out between 
150 and 200 miles southeast of Durban, South Africa, an are reported to have pro· 
duced remarkable results, Progressively lesser depths were trawled as the vessel 
(the Galathea) worked stations nearer to the African coast, Specimens, which oay 
be new to marine science, were secured from this area , which is believed to ha~ 
never been fished before. 

The specimens consisted of a number of eels up to four feet in length and two 
sI:lall bottom fish (om.OICg the rarest known to Illi:!rine biologi sts), The eels had been 
obtained from the greatest depth fished to date by this expedition and at a depth 
froffi which eels had never before been obtained The two bottom fi~h (small, pale, 
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queer-shaped, a creamy white in color, and without eyes) were rated 
eble scientific specimens taken up to ~his stage of the expedition. 
ialown specimens of the one type and it is thought there may be five 
:yet both spe cimens were brought up in the sema trawl. 

the most valu
There are ten 

of the other 

Also from the sarr~ area, the expedition caught the largest complete specimen 
of a deep-sea squid which has been obtained. Scientists aboard consider it three 
"'timBs larger than any specimen at present in their possession. A huge, red deep
~a prawn nearly nine inches in length was also brought uP. 

RATTAIL-TYPE OF FISH TAKEN IN DEPTHS OF 5,000-6, 000 FEET OFr THE WE ST AFRICAN COAST BY 
THE GALATHEA. THESE FISH ARE BOTTOM FEEDERS. 

'ilie primary object of the Galathea's deep-sea expedition is to carry out research 
ork in the unexplored deep waters of the world. To this end Danish scientists have 

oevised special e~uipment which would enable t hem to trawl at more than 35,000 feet 
(5,833 fathoms) below the surface. 

Over one-third of the world's surface is covered by water more than 12,000 
eet (2,000 fathoms) deep and is still a virtually unexpJ.ored area. Below 
4,000 feet (4,000 fathoms) nothing is known and it is in these areas that the ex
edition is seeking its principal field of operations. The greatest depth in which 
hey hope to operate will be in the 36,000-foot "hole" in the area of the Philli-
ines for which a specially designed cable would be shipped out to Singapore. In 

~he Indian Ocean it was not thought likely that operations below the 15,000-foot 
evel would be undertaken. 

The Galathea expedition, which is scheduled to call at 66 ports scattered all 
ver the world will take about two years but it will be severdl years probably be
ore the scientists complete a report of their findings. 

FromDurban the Galathea will work up the Mozambique Channel. The deepest 
reas are being SOught as the vessel slowly makes its way across the Indian Ocean 
Owards the Pacific where it will operate in the greatest depths. The expedition 
S due back in Denmark in the latter part of 1952. 

* * * * * 
FISHING CUTTERS FOR MEXICO: Negotiations in regard to the export of Danish 

iShing cutters to Mexico in order to assist the latter country to build up its 
~~et are under way, according to a report in the April 13 issue of Dansk Fiskeri
l ende The vessels involved are of wood and of large size. 
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!:!,. S. MARKET SOUGHT FOR FROZEN FIllETS : The Union of anish 1"ish F1llet Fac
tories (Sa.mmenslutningen of danske Fiskefiletfabriker) is a ttempting to develop a 
market in the United States for hi~h quality frozen fish fillets, such as cod aDd 
flounder. The fillets would be packed in 1 - or 5- pound cartons with (iul:1n tit1ea 
available depending on the catch, according to an American Embassy ispatc. from 
Copenhagen. 

The Union is an association of 18 Vanish producers of fish fille~s whose prin
cipal objective is to promote the export of Danish fisn pro ucts . 

Egypt 
CERTAIN FIS1ERY PRODUCTS EXE\?IED FROB DUTY: urtl:er revision have recently 

been introduced in the Egyptian Customs Tariff. a :ay 11 American Embassy ispatch 
from Cairo reports. Effective Ap~il 2A, 1951, certain importe fisnery proQ cts 
have been exempted from p8Yffient of tne re[ulur custons uty n er this revis on, 
The supplemental ad valorem duty nas also been red ced 1'rou: 7 pe!'cent to 1 percent, 
Included are the following tariff classifications of the S y tian Customs Tariff: 

TARIFF NO. 

15 

16 
117 

ARTie E 

f ISH, fRESH (L I G OR orAD) OR PRESER EO 
FRESH BY A FR GORIFIC PROCESS. 

FISH, SIMPLY SALTED, DRIED, OR S 0 EO, 
1'"1 SH, CRUSTACEAt.S A 0 1010 L uses, IMPORTED 

I TI~S, JARS, fkAS S, OR HERMETICALLY 
SEALED CONTA I ,ERS: 

(A) FISH: 

! ~~ ;~~~~NES 3 TU ~.Y 4l OTHER, INCLUDI G PILCHARDS 
AtO HERRI G, ETC, 

However, canned crustaceans and molluscs importea into Egypt are still subject 
to duty. 

,.r 
-

~tj 

German Federal Republic 
ELECTROST~TIC ShlOKING OF SARDTh'ES: A Gennan fim. in LUbeclc has announced its 

intention to place a device for the continuous electrostatic smoking of sarJines on 
the market wi thin a few months, accordin.:; to the February 1 951 lssue of Konserves, a 
Danish canning periodical. This announcen:ent was illI:ide a few months after the second 
of these cookers had been installed by a Danian firm for treating clupeid fishes 
packed raw in cans. The smoker is meant to be assembled immediately after the cooker .• 
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Greece 
DUTY-FREE IMPORT PERIv.:ITiIED FOR FISH OILS: As a resul t of the small crop of 

olive-oTl ~ year, and in order to keep price s of olive ~il from rising further, 
the Greek Government has taken a series of measures . Included 8lJ.ong these measures 

.is one that will permit the duty-free import of edible seed oils and f ish oils in-, 
tended for the re~uirements of t he Greek State, until Augus t 31, 1951, reports the 
Canadian periodical Foreign Trade, dated February 17. 

Hong Kong 
REVIEW OF THE FISHERIES, 1.2iQ: Marketing of Fish : The amount of fresh and 

salt-dried fish marketed (see table) in Hong Kong incre ased dur ing 1950 and there 
was a considerable export of fish fry, an Apri l 4 American consular dispatch from 
Hong Kong reports. The increase was mainly in fre sh fish. The amount of fresh fish 
marketed in the Colony during 1950 was 51.8 percent greater than in 1949. 

Marketing of Fresh & Salt-Dried Fish in Hong Kong (Quantity & Wholesale Value) 1921 
Fresh Fish Sal t-Dried F i sh 

~antity Wholesale Value Quanti ty Wholesal e Value 
Metric Tons !!!U. ~ Metric Tons ~ ~ 

... 950 ••••••.••• 16.425 24.414,750 3 ,8751357 16,304 13.873.411 2,202.129 
1949 10.822 17 689.028 2 776,927 16 109 18.740.370 2,941.97,) 

Practically all of the f resh fish and forty percent of the salted and dried 
fish is consumed locally; the remainder goes t o China . 

The main types of fish landed in Hong Kong are mackeral. shad. anchovies, liz
ard fish, golden thread, croaker. and yellow croaker. 

There was also an export during 1950 of 880, 090 fish fry valued at HK$64,115 
(US$lO ,177). The fry are brought in from the East River in KWangtung to Hong Kong 
where they are packed in hermetical ly-sealed 4-gallon cans for further shipment to 
Malaya. Thailand, and Formosa. 

Most of the wholesale marketing of t he l ocal fish caught is done by the Fish 
Marketing Organization, with the exception of pond and shellfish. The Organiza
tion COllects the fish in depots in t he fishing villages and transports them in 
launches to the markets. A charge of 6 percent of the wholesale price is made to 
cover the costs of handling and marketing. I t is hoped that this enterprise will 
eventually be taken over as a cooperative undertaking by the fishermen. 

Fishermen ~ Fishing Fleet : It is estimated that during 1950 about 60,000 _ 
persons were engaged in the fishing industry . which is essentially owner-operatea. 
Junks and sampans are the major types of boat s used. Since the typhoon season from 
JUly through September ccmpels wind-dri ven cr af t to tie up, there is a strong motive 
fOr mechanization 'Ibis was reflected in an increase of mechanized vessels in 1950 
from 55 to 111. This increase was particularly seen in the native types of boats. 
SUCh as the WOOden long-liners and the fish collectors. Even the smaller boats, 
~ch as the purse seiners, are obta ining small engine s suitable for their craft. 
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The Government is also lending a hand in the process of developing a new ve8~1 
based on present types which will be adaptable to motor powe r. A Colonial Develop_ 
ment Grant has been obtained to cover the necessary research required to design a 
vessel, similar to a junk, which will be capable of self-propulsion. 
NOTE: ALSO SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, MAY 1950. P. 66. 

VALUES CONVERTED ON THE BASIS OF HK$6.30= US$1.00 FOR 1950; AND HK$6.37 = us$1.00 FOR 1949 . 
(THESE EXCHANGE RATES ARE THE AVERAGE OF THE HIGH AND LOW PREVAILING EXCHANGE RATES FOR EACH 

OF THESE YEARS.) 

Iceland 
FOUR OF TEN NEW TRAWLERS BEnm BUILT BY BRITISH SHIPYARDS DELIVERED: Four of 

the tennew trawlers ordered by Iceland in British shipyards in 1948 have now been 
delivered. '!be remaining six trawlers are expected to arrive before the end of the 
surmner, reports a May 29 .American consular dispatch from Reykjavik . 

Eight of the ten trawlers, including the four already delivered , are ste~ 
powered. '!be other ~ will be Diesel-powered. The stearn trawlers are siI:J.llar to 
a number of trawlers which were delivered to Iceland from the United Kingdom in 
1947-49. The new steam trawlers are 198' 9" long, 30' broad, 16' deep, and of about 
700 gross metric tons. They have two holds for fish, totaling 18,190 cubic feet, 
They are fitted wit)l seven fuel-oil tanks, totaling 235 IOOtric tons; three Diesel
oil tanks, totaling 18 tons; ten water tanks, totaling 70 tons; and four fi sh-oil 
tanks totaling 32 tons, They have triple-expansion main engines rated at 1,000 h.p. 
at average speed, and 1,400 h.p. maximum. Diesel auxiliaries consist of two units 
of 120 h.p. each and one unit of 30 h,p. The vessels are fitted with modern radio 
equipment, echo sounders (two units each), and radar. 

Each trawler is fitted with fish-lOOal and herring processing equipment, capables 
of reducing 25 metric tons of raw material daily--they are the first Icelandic t~wL 
ers to have fish-reducing equipment. Each trawler has li vine?; accommodation s for 38 
persons. 

They are expected to operate with a crew of 32-33 when fishing f or fish to be 
delivered fresh abroad, or for fish to be delivered in Iceland for qui ck-freezing or 
for reduction into meal and oil; when fishing and salting the catch for delivery in 
Iceland, the crew will number 38-40 persons. 

One of the new steam trawlers, Olafur Johannesson, recently ran successful 
trials off Aberdeen, Scotland. It is of modern design with a forecastle, raked stelli 
flared bow, cruise!' stern, and streamlined fin and rudder, and nas a large fish rOOlli 
with a cooling plant. 

There is a quick-freeze plant and insulated cold storage compartment where fil
leted fish are frozen and suitably wrapped in a paper covering ready for di stributioo 

ashore. The steam fish-meal plant is capable of handling 25 tons of fish offal in 
24 hours. A separate compartment is allocated for the stowage of this fish meal, 
A cod-liver 011 plant consists of five boilers in a house aft and it is fed by a 
hopper at the cutting ponds. Provision is made for the stowage of 32 tons of liver 
oil. 

Deck equipment includes a steam trawl winch carryin~ two l,OOO-fathom warps, 
electric Windlass, and electric and nand hydraulic steering gear controlled from 
the wheelhouse by a telemotor. Two lifeboats fitted aft operated by mechanical 
davits are also part of the equipment. 
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Radar and other navigational aids, including wireless and two echo sounders 
a~ installed. Mechanical ventilation is provided for the 38-man crew. The vessel 
is propelled by means of a triple-er,tJansion ~ngine, developing 1,200 i .h. P. and uses 
superheated steam. 
NOTE I SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, APRI L 1951, p, 58. 

~ 
Indonesia 

FIffiING FLEET EXPANSION PLANNED: "Second in importance (to Agricul ture) is the 
problem of greatly declined fish production," the newly-appointed Indonesian jviinis
ter of Agriculture stated in a press interview early in May, states a NbY 16 Ameri
can consular dispatch from Djakarta. "To raise fi sh production," he continued, "our 
fi~ing fleet will be expanded with 300 boats, partly to be imported from abroad 
and partly to be constructed by Indonesian ship-building industries. With this in
crease it is hoped that Indonesian production of fish for home cons~ption will be 
raised each year. There were 40,000 fishing perahus in Indonesia before World '!far 
II, compared with only about 25,000 at present." 

* * * * * 
SEA-FISHERIES EXPANSION PROGRAM STARTED: The expanded Indonesian sea-fisheries 

program is now expected to show steady progress with the arrival of the first two of 
20 fishing boats purchased fram Japan with ECA funds. Reports indicate that fish 
production will be stepped up 300-400 metric tons annually, according to an April 17 
American consular dispatch from Djakarta. 

NOTE: SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, APRIL 1951, PP. 58-9. 

l~~ 
Japan 

AGRICUL'IURE, FORESTRY, AND FI.:xIERIES LOAN LAW ENAC'lED: The Japanese Fisheries 
Agency I Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry I has advised the Natural Resources Sec
tion that the Agriculture I Forestry, and Fisheries Loan Law (Law No. 105 of 1951) 
and the Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries Loan Special Account Law (Law No. lc6 
of 1951) were enacted by the Diet March 31,1951. Both laws became effective Aprill, 
1951, states the April 7 Weekly Summary of SCAPI s Natural Resources Section. 

Under the provisions of Law No. 105, the government may, within budgetary limits 
for each fiscal year, lend funds on a long-tem. basis to individuals or juridical 
persons for specified improvement projects in agriculture, forestry, and fisheri.es. 
fu regard to fisheries the loan funds will be available for repair of fishing ports 
~d for construction, repair, or purchase of facilities to be utilized jOintly by 
hsherman, Loans for fishing port repair will involve interest rates of 6-7 percent, 
and are obtainable on a l 5-year tem basis, Loans to fisheries cooperatives for 
fishing ground development in Hokkaido, and for ice-making and freezing facilities 
also may be obtained ona l5-year term, at 7-8 percent interest. 

* * * * '" 
COASTAL FI~ING FLEET REDUCTION PLAN BEING REALIZED: During April this year 

t~e Japanese Fisheries Agency announcedthat the planned reduction in the coas~al 
flshing fleet, part 'of the five-point proposal for rationalization of the f1shlng 
industry, WOuld be accomplished through national indemnification of large numbers 
of trawlers, de clares a May 14 American consular report from Tokyo. The agency an-
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nounced that after April no new trawlers would be licensed; in the next five years 
approximately 17,100 of a total of 35,000 trawlers would be withdrawn from fishi~ 
operations. 

It is estimated that owner indemnification would total about ¥8,060,oOO (about 
US$22,390), and that approximately 500,000 persons including family members, Would 
be displaced vocationally. This program would effect tne trawler fleet only, Md 
as yet is still in the planning stage, no money having been appropriated for the 
plaru and no formal legislation submitted. 

EAST CHINA AND JAPAN SEAS TRAWLERS DISCIPLINED BY GOVEHl~IT: Tne F idheries 
Agency in April ordered a ten-day cessation of operations oy some 00 trawlers fish
ing in the East China and Japan Seas. The halt was called because of a recent large 
increl:l.se in the number of violations of the so-called 1:ScArthur Line, beyond which 
Japanese fishing vessels are not permitted to operate, and the Agency believed that 
this action was necessary as a disciplinary measure . 

Although the !'estriction was opposed by representatives of the fishing industry 
the Agency stood firm, indicating the Government's concern over increasing friction 
between Japan and neighb~ring countries over Japanese violatio.s of area limits es
tablished by SCAP. 

* * * * * 

FISH-LIVER Oll INDUSTRY, illQ: Production: The Japanese V.1nistry of Inter
national Trade and Industry (MITI) estimates fish-liver production, cni efly from 
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snar;<, cod, tuna, and bonito, 
totaled l,160 c.etric tons in 
1948; 3,100 metric tons in 
1949; and 12,620 tletric tons 
in 1950, a ~y 11 consular 
dispatCh fron Tokyo points 
out From the raw fish liver 
Japan produce.i 131 metriC 
tons of oil in 1948; 1,176 
metric tons in 1949; and 
3,957 metric tons 1n 1950. 

MITI est ima te s that abou 
70 metric tons of fish-liver 
oil were con SUEed 1n 1Q50 for 
the production of approximate 
10. 5 ~tric tons of concen
trates with an averl:ige potene 
of 100,000 U.S .P. per gram. 

Production Potential: .1250 
200.000 " - - . 14?!'i The Japan Vi tB.ffi1n Oil Indus

try Associat ion states that 
1950' s fish-liver collection of 12,620 metric tons is considered a maximum produc
tion with Japan's p~sent organization for collecting fish livers. MITI reports 
that actu!:il capacity for fish-liver oil production amounts to 18,000 metric tons a 
year, although only one-fifth of this capacity is in operation at present. 

It is roughly estilIlated by MITI that producers could process approximatelY 210 
metric tons of fish-liver oil a year in the manufacture of concentrates. 
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Obstacles to Production Expansion: According to both NJTI and the Ja an i a
min Oil Industry Association, there are three major obstacle s to pro uc ion expan
sion: poor organization in the collection of fish livers, pre sent limitations on 
r1liling areas, and the size of the catch of fish, 

Domestic Requirements: Domestic consumption of fish-li ver oil is small, it 
being estimated at less than 500 metric tons a year, The ~eater p~rt of he oil 
is exported, The consumption of fish-liver oil for the IIBnufacture of concentrat9S 
1s about 70 metric tons a year, but demand is increasing and 1S expected by .:ITI t 
reach 120 metric tons in the near future, 

Exports to the United States: According to MITI statistics, Jtipan in 1 50 ex
ported 196 metric tons of shark livers as such, and 3, 600 me tric tons of fish-'iver 
oil to the United States, The Ministry estiLates that t he smile volume of' ex orts 
will continue in 1951 and 1952, if no unfavorable situation arises, Statistics of 
Japan's exports of fish-liver oil concentrates are not available, 

Japan is exporting fish livers to the United State s only , Alnost all of Jap n's 
fish-liver oil exports are also taken by the United States , In 1950, four ruetric 
tons of fish liver oil were exported to Sweden, Norway, and Western Germany. 

Export Prices: Japanese f,o,b, export prices for shar k livers ranged from 
US$O,35 to $0.40 per pound in December 1950, Export prices of fish-livers in Dece -
ber 1950 are shown in the table on page 70, 

~uality of Products Being Exported to the United States: Tue strength of tne 
fish-liver oil being exported to the United States ranges f r om below 5,000 U.S.p, 
to 200,000 U.S,P. units per gram, 
NOTE: SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES RE V IEYI, AUGUS T 1950, PP . 4 6-8. 

* * * * * 
SENA'roR WARREN G 1:A.GNUSON DISCUSSES JAPANESE FISHERIES PROBLE1~: U, S. Senator 

Warren G, Magnuson h;id meetings with representatives of SCAP's Natural Resources 
~ction on April 8 and 11 to discuss variOUS aspects of Japanese fisheries, reports 
that agency's April 14 Weekly Summary, In particular, proposed fisheries agreen:e ts 
between Japan and the United States, which are expected to be concluded after the 
general peace treaty with Japan is signed, were disc us sed . 

At the first meeting, representatives of the Japanese Fisheries Agency a.d e 
fishing industry were introduced to the Senator, In a later meeting, memoers of t e 
Japanese fishing industry stated their willingness to support the proposed fisheries 
agreements as outlined in the letter dated February 7, 1951, to Ambassador ~ohn F, 
Dulles from Prine ~.iini8ter Shigeru Yoshida, 

SIX'IE AND SEVEN'lH MO'I'HERlliIP 'ruNA EXPEDITIONS: 
panesemothmhip_type tuna expedi tion to the waters 
Territory of the Pacif ic left Japan April 10-13, 

~in elenents of the sixth Ja
adjacent to the U, ~, Trust 

The expedition is a small one designed to operate for only ,0 ays. 
will be attached for admir.istration and con trol pur poses to t!:e 
now Operating in the area, 

The sixth expeuition consists of t he mothership , the 5CO-~ross to 
a carrier, the Tosui Maru jane patrol ve ssel j and e ight ca tctel" 
etchers are carried to and frOIJ. the fishing gr ound s on tha ect.: of 

fle t 

n 
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'!'he expedition expects to operate in the vicinity of 030 N. latitude and 1570 E 
longitude, The period of operation will be from about April 22 to May 22, 1951, . 

Estimates are that about 1,300,000 pounds of tuna, spearfish, and sharks will be 
caught and returned to Japan for domestic consumption, As no quick-f reezing eCJ.uip
ment is available it is unlikely that any of the products will be suitable for ~x
port purposes, 

Reports indicate that another expedition was being prepared for departure early 
in June This is the seventh expedition since May 11, 1950, when the Connander-in_ 
Chief P~cific and U, S, Pacific Flee t and the High Commissioner Trust Terri tory of 
the Pacific Islands, and SCAP permitted strictly supervised fishing for tunas by Ja
panese mothership expeditions in defined areas north of the Equator, This expedi
tion, which is expected to operate at sea for 3 or 4 months, will consist of a 10,000-
metric-ton mothership which will freeze the catcn, and about 25 catcher vessels. 
About 700 fishermen and other workers will accompany the fleet, 

JAPAN(S£ GOV(RNM(NI 

Mexico 
CANADIAN SHIPYARD COMPLETED SIX. CF ELEVEN lviEXlCAN 31RDJP DRAGGERS: The first 

six of eleven 58-ft. "'Shrimp draggers being built by a Nova Scotian shipyard for a 
shrimp firm in Matazlan, Wexico, were completed and the delivery voyage commenced 
early in April, according to a May 4 American consular dispatch f rom Halifax , Canada. 
The C$350,000 contract was awarded the Canadian shipyard through a United States 
broke rage firm which, according to recent press reports, had been requested by the 
Mexi can company to supply a fleet of vessels in an attempt to put Mexican shrimp 
production on an industrial basis. 

Specifications for the Mexican draggers are summarized as follows: 

LENGTH, 58 FT; BREADTH, 16-1/2 FT; HEIGHT (DEPTH UNDERSIDE OF DECK), 6-1/2 
FT; TONNAGE, 39.19 TONS. 

CONSTRUCTION: KEEL--BIRCH; HULL--BIRCH; PhANKING- - SPRUCE; DECK--SPRUCE. 
DECKHOUSE (FLYING BRIDGE ON RvOF): OF 3/4 PLYWOOD, PLACED WELL FORWARD 

TO LEAVE AFTER END FOR DRAGGING OPERATION AND FISH HOLD; CONTAINS BRIDGE 
AND COMPANIONwAYS TO ENGINE ROOM AND CREWIS QUARTERS BELOW DECK . 

FISH HOLD: INSULATED WITH GLASS WOOD, LINED WITH GALVANIZED SHEET IRON, 
WHICH IS COATED WITH WHITE CEMENT. 

MAIN ENGINES: HEAVY DUTY, DEVELOPING 85-100 B.H.P. AT 450 R.P.M. 
AUXILIARIES: 6 H.P. DIESEL MARINE. 
WINCHES: TRIPLE -DRUM HOISTS POWEHED BY TAKE-OFF FROM MAIN ENGINES. 
PROPELLERS: MANGANESE BRONZE, 42 DIAMETER BY 30 P ITCH. 
SHAFTS: COLD-ROLL ED STEEL, SERVED WITH COTT ON TAPE AND TALLOW AND BOUND 

WITH MARLIN. ' 
FUEL TANKS: TWO, GIVING EACH BOAT TOTAL CAPACITY IN EXC ESS OF 1,50U IM 

PERIAL GALLONS. 

* * * * * 
GUAYMAS SHRIMP INDUS'IRY FACES NEW DIFFICULTIES: During the fir st part of the 

year, 15 to 18 Guaymas boats (including 4 freezer boats) were fishing in the Salina 
Cruz area, according to a N.ay 7 Amertcan consular report from Guaymas, Mexico, one 
of these freezer boats has already packed and frozen approxL~ately 110 tons since 
leaving Guaymas in early Marc;h, while two other freezer boats have stored an addi
tional 25 tons of packed and frozen shrimp in a period of three weeks of operation. 

An April 11 Mexican newspaper report stated that several opera tors had decided 
to tie up their boats, since further shrimp fishing was deemed uneconomical and the 
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catch'didn't consist of the same type as caught in past years, A shrimp-plant of
ficial stated that addition~l shrimp boats may be removed from fishing, and plant 
owners were talking of closUlg the season as of the end of NlliY, 

The financial status of the industry was made more critical when the banks vir
tually stopped all credit to the shri~p industry, The shrimp packing and freezing 
plants are seeking aid from the M3xican Government, Three plants have solicited 
loans from the Financiers Nacionsl, which has sent an auditor and consulting engi
neer to make a complete investigation and report of the shrimp industry. A prior 
survey was made in April by a con:n:nercial investigator of the Bank of W.lexico, Should 
the Financiera grant long-term loans of the amount re4.uested, it is reported that 
the plants would be deprived of much of their present independence and possibly of 
the freedom of negotiating with U, S, firms directly in the distribution and sale 
of shrimp products. 

The industry on April 24, 1951, made a second appeal to the President of Mexico 
to give it relief from the high Mexican export tax on shrimp but no word has been 
heard as yet of the outcome of the audience gran ted them. 

New Guinea 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE mQ,UES'IED FOR 'lWO FI~IERY PROJECTS: In order to develop 

fishing projects, two companies in New Guinea have requested technical assistance 
from the Australian h:inistry of COIDInerce and Agriculture, reports that agency's 
February 1951 Fisheries Newsletter. In January this year Australia sent an Assist
ant Technical Advisor to New Guinea for a period of about three months. 

One company, located on Kwato Isl and, two miles west of Samarai, Papua, stated 
that it plans to develop fishing, not only to improve the natives' diet, but also 
in order to produce canned fish for export to the United States. This company re
ports that if a cannery is established, it may be owned cooperatively with the 
natives. It plans to use the profits to purchase rice-growing and bag-making ma
chinery and for the benefit of the natives, Australia has already sent this com
pany materials for making a l50-ft. lampara net, surface gill nets, bottom grab-all 
nets, and long lines. In addition, the company is outfitting a 52 .. ft, ketch with 
which it intends to begin exploratory fishing, The possibili t y of developing a 
crayfish or spiny lobster fishery will also be investigated. 

The Advisor took with him a small otter trawl of his own make with which he 
hopes to do some experimental trawling, He plans to operate the net with the winch 
over the stern of the ketch. 

The second company wilich requested technical assistance, located in Port Mores
by, hopes to produce and export crayfish or spiny lobster tails, fillets, and canned 
fish, 
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Norway 
HERRING FACTORY SHIP TO FISH OFF MOHOCCO: The Norwegian herring oil and meal 

factory ship Clupea and four purse seiners will dep!:l.rt for 1'lOrocco in mid-June to 
engage in the sardine fishery off that coast, aCCOrding to tne May 9 issue of ~ 
karen, a Norwegian trade periodical, The purse seiners, whiCh range up to 100 feet 
in length also will carry trawl ~ar in order to test tnis method of fiShing , 

Panama 
FEES INCREASED FOR BAIT-F ISHlliG YE.:>SELS: The Panamanian Government on April 27 

signe~ new decree (No, 150) making certain changes in ::Jecree No , 108 of January 18, 
1950, regulating bait fishing in Panwnaniun Pacific CO!:l.stal waters,.reports an 
April 30 ~Qerican consulur dispatch from Panama City, 

Henceforth, bait-fishing vessels in excess of 150 tons will p!.iy an annual li
cense fee of US$1,500 instead of US$l,OOO, Most of the boats are reportedly of the 
150 ... ton class, Fees for smaller boats are increased about tne same proportion, Be
ginning in 1952, the bait ... fishing season will run from March 15 to Nove:nber 30 of 
each year, instead of as heretofore fran April 15 to December 31; but d ring the 
current season I fisning will be parmi tted from April 28, 1951, to January 14, 1952, 
NOTE: ALSO SEE COMMERCIJlL FISHERIES ROlE .... , .APR' 1951, P. ()3. 

Ryukyu Islands 
REHABILITATION OF 'IRE FISHERIES: Levels of rehabilitation for Ryukyuan fish

eries, following the destruction of their productive cspac1 ty during World "Nar II, 
have been deternined by diet requirements of tne island populat ion for fish, their 
principle source of ani..rnal protein foods, Ir addition, exports of marine products 
are projected in an amount sufficient to pay for imported fisneries supplies neces
sary to maintain production, All annual production of 50,000 , 000 pounds is projected 
as the re~~ired level of development for food and export, 

Reconstruction is being accomplished through the importation of fishing gear, ice 
plants, vessels, and vessel construction and repair supplies, These are imported 
chiefly from Japan and conform to specifications and types wnich can continue to be 
replaced from Japanese sources, Imports are sold into the local economy and all 
costs involved in translating these into productive units are paid for by the indi
vidual enterpriser in each case, Credit-financing facHi ties are provided to assist 
in placing capital-type production units into operation. Both GARIOA dollars and 
foreign commercial credits are used to support import purcnases , 

Earliest rehabilitation efforts involved the utilization of such World War II 
stocks as were surplus to the needs of the Military Occupation, These consisted 
of salvaged military landing craft (LCMs and LCVPs) , life-raft fishing kits, and 
such other items, as local ingenuity could fashion into fishing e~uipment, regardless 
of efficiency, Replacement and incorporation of standard-type e~uipment into the 
industry is being accompl ished as rapidly as supplies become available. Capital
type facilities recently placed into operation consist of 65 fishing vesselS total
ing 2,400 gross metric tons and 7 ice plants with a daily capacity of 15 tons each, 
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Shipyard facilities, capable of accommodating fleet re~uire~ents, are nearin' com
pletion, chiefly, through the use of salvage and surplus materials. A primitive 
foundry has been fashioned out of salvage materials which gives one yard a capacity 
for manufacturing most spare parts for hot-bulb marine engines up to 25 horsepower, 
as well as many vessel fi ttings. 

Fisheries management, on a Central Government level, is in the development 
stage. The Fisheries Bureau of the Ryukyuan Food and Agriculture Organization, 
under supervision of C}vil Administration, will perform management and development 
funotions. Fisheries regulations will be patterned after pre'Nar Japanese regula
tions for the Ryukyus area. Shortages of fishing gear in the early years of re
habilitation were such that explOitation offered little threat to abundance levels. 
A wider dispersal of fishing effort will be re~uired, however, before the ultimate 
level of productiQn can be realized . This will re~uire the development and adoption 
of more efficient fishing, processing, and marketing methods. 

--By Elmer Quistorff, Chief 
Fisheries Division, Food and Agriculture Section, 
U. S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands 

Seychelles Islands 
FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS REPORT: The Colonial Development Corporation 

of Great Britain has ~ounced that its "Seychelles Fisheries't scheme has had a 
~ooessful beginning.1f This organization is a commarcial undertaking financed by 
an interest .. bearing loan from 
the British Government, an 
April 11 American consular dis
patoh from Mombasa, Kenya, states. 
The loan is administered by the ~ 
Colonial Development Corporation. 

The activities of this con
cern will offer employment to 
lOcal residents and supplement 
the salt-water fresh fish sup
plies if and when re~uired. This 
organization hopes to find their 
main markets On the East African 
mainland and apparently in the 
Uni ted Kingdom. 

More and more ocean-going 
fishing craft are being attrac
ted to the Mauritius-Seychelles 
fishing banks. Two additional 
ships are to be added to the Co
lonial Development Corporation's 
Indian Ocean fishing fleet. It 
was reported that this agency's 
veSsel Silhouette landed 60 met
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rio tons of fish on its first cruise in the Seychellois waters, 
~te trawlers in the same fishing waters were not as successful. 
1 SEE COMMERC I A L FISHER I ES REV lEw, FE8RUARY 1949, P. 62. 

while two other pri
The Colonial 
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velopment corporation is constructing a base for its operations on St. Anne Island 
in the Seych~lles group. 

Spain 
NEW ORGANIZATION PROMOTES CANNED FISH EXPORTS: An organization was recentl, 

formed in Spain, with headquarters in Santander, to promote the export of canned 
fishery products from the four coastal provinces of Oviedo, Santander , Vizcaya, and 
Guipuzcoa, states an April 18 American consular dispatch from Bilbao . It 1s be
lieved that the new export drive is to be particularly aimed at promot ing exports 
to the United States and elsewhere in the dollar area. The new group export body, 
called Export Operation CP3 (Conservas de Pescado 3), is stated to be the third such 
Spanish organization to have been formed wi~hin the past few weeks. Operation CPl 
is said to cover the Galician area, and CP2 the South Atlantic province s. All of 
these groups are apparently patterned after and are rather similar to Operation Ml 
which was formed in June of 1949 for the promotion of exports from the Province ~ 
Guipuzcoa. 

Several persons , connected with Operation CP3 have indicated that they formed 
the new organization because they believed that by grouping together in a more or 
less informal body such as the present one, fish processors I:llld exporters would not 
only be able to sharply step up their exports, but would also be in a much more fa
vorable position to a~ the appropriate governmental euthorities for necessary ~p
plies, such as oil, Which exporters in the past tave frequently complained have 
h itherto been distributed in wholly inadequate amounts. Furtnermore, the ?artici
pants are reportedly accorded a favorable rate of excoange and to be allowed to re
tain 20 percent of the foreign exchange proceeds of their sales abroad for the pur
chase of needed machinery and other items for their own use. and particularly for 
t he purchase of tinplate, which is habitually in short supply. 

South-West Africa 
PEARL ESSENCE TO BE PROLlUCED S!i COfa&:RCIAL SCALE: A Johannesburg firm has in

stalled machinery at one of the factories at Walvis Bay, South-west Africa, for the 
production of pearl essence on a commercial scale, the Narch 1951 issue of ~ ~ 
African Shipping News and Fishing Industry Revie\'1 reports. This factory will noW be 
ub l e to utilize some of the hundreds of tons of fish scales which formerly were 
wasted by the pilchard canning and reduction factories in the area. 

Pilchard s cales, because of their unusual lustre, are ideal for the manufacture 
of pearl essence. After the fine crystals have been extracted, the essence is ~nt 
t o Johannesburg for use in the manufacture of high-grade artificial pearls. 

¥ 
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United Kingdom 
IMPORTS OF g. ~. CANNED FISH DECLINE: Great Britain no longer regards the United 

States as a major source for canned fish imports, according to the May 5 issue of The 
Fishing News, a British fishery peri~dical. Japan, formerly an important supplier-,
furnished only 1,000 metric tons durmg 1950, and there was an appreciable decline in 
imports of canned fish fran the U.S.S.R. Morocco, however, rose from a prewar level 
of 500 tons to 11,700 tons during 1950. 

More than 90 percent of Britain's total prewar supplies of canned fish were im
ported. Britain used to import 80m3 76,500 metric tons of canned fish of which 
18,800 tons ca.me from the U. S., 19,000 tons from Japan, and 17,300 tons from the 
U.S.S.R. Home production during the prewar period was only 7,000 tons. During 1950 , 
hmrever, home production of canned fish increased to 15,900 tons and the 1950 imports 
dropped to 65 percent of the total British supplies of canned fish • 

..... ~ 
G~ 

U.S.S.R. 
PURCHASES DANISH-BUILT TRAWLERS: The Soviet Union has recently signed a con

tract to purchase eight Danish-built trawlers, states the Y£y 9 issue of Fiskaren, 
a Norwegian trade periodical. The boats will cost about 1.5 million kroner (about 
$210,000) each and will be delivered in the next two years. 

Venezuela 
FISlING FLEET TO BE INCREASED BY 1WENTY-EIGHT VESSELS: The Venezuelan Develop

ment Corporation notified the presson May 19 that it has under construction in 
private shipyards 28 fishing vessels. 

These vessels consist of two standard models, a May 21 American consular dis
patch from Caracas announces Eight of the vessels have displacements of 20 metric 
tons and a speed of 10 knots: with an operation radius of 500 miles and refrigerated 
storage space. The smaller boats, of which there are 20, have 6 cubic meters of 
refrigerated storage space. 

All of these vesselS are powered with Diesel engines. They will be sold to 
fishing companies or to fishern:en who meet the requirements, either for cash or on 
installments. It is stated the first units will be ready very shortly. 

* * * * * 
SPINY LOBSTER CLOSED SEASON INCREASED TO FIVE rvlON'lHS: The Venezuelan hlinistry 

of AgtiCUlture has announced that the fishing of spiny lobsters (Palinarus ~) 
is now prohibited from May 1 to September 30. according to an April 27 report fr~n: 
the Americ'lll Embassy at Caracas. This supersedes previous closed season resolutIons 

Since 1947, the closed season has increased from two months to the currently 
~tablished five months 
NOTE: S(E COMMERCIAL FISH~RIES REVIEW, JUNE 1950, P. 66. 




