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Inte rnati ona I 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 

COUNCIL MEETS IN ROME HEADQ,UARTERS: The Twelfth Session of the FAO Council, 
the first to assemble in FAO' s new headquarters in Rome, met June 11-23 to review 
FAO's progress and problems since the last Council session. The representatives 
of 17 member government s who attended the session found the FAO staff well estab
lished in Rome. All members of the Council were represented, with the exception 
of Venezuela. Twelve governments which are not members of the Council also had 
observers at the meeting, and international nongovernmental organizations were well 
represented. 

The recommendations of the Working Party on the Program of Work and Long-Term 
Problems were pres.,ented to the Council. Included am:mg the recommendations v.as a 
conclusion that the Conference should consider ways to provide the Organization wit 
adequate funds to take care of the activities for wliich FAO is constitutionally re
sponsible. In addition, the Working Party's recommendations set out general prin
ciples for guiding the direction of FAO's work and covered a number of other point 
including the need for public information on FAO's work. 

A paper giving the United States' views on the FAD's Expanded Technical Assist 
ance Program pOints out that in the brief period the program has been in operation, 
46 countries and territories had already signed or were negotiating agre~nts; so 
22 6 experts from 28 countries are already in the field or are being recruited; and 
provision has already been made for 136 scholarships. The U. S. statement suggests 
several lines of improvement and mentions the importance of coordination of techni
cal assistance programs by countries which are receiving the assistance. 

The Council reviewed the world food and agriculture situation (including fish
eries), findins that production was higher in 1950-51 than in 1949-50, but that foo 
supplies were not satisfactorily distributed. 

It agreed on arrangements for the next session of the FAD Conference, suggest
ing how the Conference !:!light be organized and some of the subjects that should be 
discussed. It decided that the date for the Conference should be November 19 in
stead of November 5, because the building that is being constructed in Rome for the 
Conference most likely will not be ready by the former date. 

The Council learned that the FAD finished 1950 with a surplus of about $300,00 
and contributions from member go~ernments for 1951 were coming in better than ~ey 
had in 1950 . The quest ion of how large the budget shoul d be for 1952-53 was dlS

cussed, but the decision is up to the Conference. T~e Council agreed in principle 
with the recommendation of .the Co;::n1ttee on FinanCial Control that the vlorking cap~ 
tal Fund should ultimately be $2,500,000 , but thou~t that the goal should be reac 

in stages. 
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WHALING 

~ ANNUAL MEETING OF THE INl'ERNATIO~ WHALING COM1ISSIO:t!: With prelim
inary meetin~s conmencing on July 19, the Thll'd ~ual Meeting of the International 
~aliDg Commlssion convened at Capetown, South Afrlca, on July 23, 1951. This 
Meeting was to ~onsider such matters as possible amendments of the Schedule of the 
Convention; actlOn taken by the member governments to promulgate certain laws and 
regulations concerning whaling in conformity with the proVisions of the Convention' 
the method of reporting infractions of the regulations and the penalties for in- ' 
fractions; the status of ratification and adherence of several countries to the 
Convention; possible amendments to the rules or procedure; and administrat ive and 
budgetary matters, a July 19 U. S. Department of State press release announces. 

The United States Delegation is as follows: 

~ ~ COMMISSIONER; 

DR. A. REMINGTON KELLOGG 
DIRECTOR 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

~ UNITED STATES COMMISSIONE R: 

OR. HILARY J. DEASON 
CHIEF, OFFICE OF FOREIGN ACT IVITIES 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

ADVISORS: 

JOHN F. STONE 
AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
CAPETOWN 

FRED B. TAYLOR 
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE 

UNDER SECRETARY FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE 
DEPARTMENT OF ST ATE 

The International Whaling Commission was established pursuant to the Interna
ionsl Convention for the Regulation of Whaling, which was signed at Washington on 
ecember 2, 1946, and entered into force on November 10, 1948. The United ,states is 
ne of seventeen Contracting Governments comprising the membership of this Conmis
ion. The COrmnission is charged with responsibility within the fr8lOOwork of the 
onvention for safeguarding the whale stocks of the world. Within strictly defined 
imits, the Commission may amend the Schedule, an integral part of the Convention, 
y adopting regulations designating protected species, fixing closed seasons and 
ters, limiting total catches and the sizes of whales taken, defining standards 
r measurement of whales, and establishing requirements for statistical and other 
cords. 

The Second Annual Meeting of the International Whaling Commission was held at 
10, Norway, July 17-21, 1950. 

* * * * * 
~ OIL PRODUCTION ALMOOT ,SOLD our: Very little whale oil is being offerej 

the entireAntarctic productioii"'"iiasnow been disposed of and the only quantities 
r sale are for delivery in the last three months of the year, which is too far 
l'Ward for most buyers to consider making comnitments, according to the June 1951 
~e ot Norsk Avalfangst-Tidende (The Norwegian Whaling Gazette). This is based 

British market report dated June 20, 1951. 
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Belgium 
NEW AUTOMATIC SARDINE COOKER DEVELOPED: An autorratic cooker for sardineB, 

brisling and other fish has recently been developed by the International Mac~ery 
, Corporation S. A. in Bel-

SKETCH OF NEW AUTOMATIC SARDINE COOKER DEVELOPED IN BELGIUM. 
COMES IN TWO SIZES, AND THE ABOVE SKETCH SHOWS THE SMALLER 
OF THE TWO. THESE MACH,NES ARE REPORTED IN OPERATION I~ 
BELGIUM, FRANCE, SPAIN, PORTUGA., TUNIS, MOROCCO, AND OR
WAY. 

~ 
Canada 

gium, a 11irch 1901 article 
in the Danish periodical. 
Konserves reports. 

By this new method, 
cans are automat ically 1'ille 
wi th raw fl sh and cooked in 
steam Or hot air. All fats 
and fish oil are extracted 
from the fi sh dU.rlDg the 
process . 'ext, oil or tOllllt 
sauce 1 s added to the cans 
and the machine completes 
the process by sealing the 
cans at a temperature of 
850 to 900 C. (1850 to 194

0 

F.). 

The new method reduces 
the handling of the fish 
from 20-60 percent. Oil 
savings are claimed to be 
15 percent higher than by 
fonner methods. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 1951 S.AI.n)N PACK TRENDS: The British Columbia 1951 pack of 
pink salmon is expected to be good. Even though this is an off-cycle year for sock 
eye salmon, the over-all salmon pack is expected to De good. Packers antiCipate 
that higher product ion costs will probably increase the canned salmon prices, and 
in that event the manufactured value of the fish for the current season will prob
ably exceed C$50, 000, 000, in spite of the fact that the pack will undoubtedly be 
less than that of last year, according to a July 19 bulletin from the .AlIW3rican Con
sulate at Vancouver. 

On July 18, 1951, the receipt of an order for salmon from the British Ninistry 
of Food amountingto C$6,OOO,Ooo was announced. It is believed that the bulk of the 
shipments to the United Kingdom will consist of pink, chum, and coho salmOn. 

-The 1950 market value of the salm:m catch was approxinately C$48,700,OOO. Of 
this amount C$15, 500, 000 represented sales of fresh and frozen fish D)stly to the 
State of Washington. The balance of 0$33,200 ,000 represented the value of 1,482,560 
cases of the 1950 salmon pack. 

Last year British Columbia packers exported 980,000 cases of canned sallDDn to 
40 countries, and of this amount 427,000 cases were shipped to Great Britain. 

* * * * * 
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NEWFOm.1>LA.ND FISHERIES ~ 12QQ.: Introduct ion: Newfoundland's fisheries during 
1950 in spite of increased catches in several instances. passed through an uncertain 
and ~usual1Y difficult period of changing world conditions, resulting in the future 
of this major industry becoming increasingly a concern of both the Provincial and the 
Dominion Governments, an American consular dispatch from St. John's dated April 2 re
ports. At the year's close, considerable ,widespread discontent aJlX)ng fishermen be
came manifest with the result that early 1n 1951 the ProvinCial Government suddenly 
took the initiative in proposing the formation of a Newfoundland Fisheries Develop
ment Comei ttee and other steps looking to the betterIrent of fishermen as a class. 

fable 1 - Selected Products,v of the Fisheries of NewfouOOland 1949-5C 
Item 1950 1949 

lbs .~./ ~.!!:/ 
Salmon, dressed ................... ~ .............. ............ 2,900,000 3,388,000 
lFillets an:! other dressed fls h .................... 34,367,520 24,663,195 
Pickled herring .................................................. 9,000,000 14,625,000 
~alted cod .............................................. .............. 95,200,000 117,600,000 
i ve lobster exPOrts .......................... .............. 4 400 000 4 150 000 

Netric Tons Metric Tons 
Herring meal .............. .......................................... 1,455 1,104 
',-/hale meat ............ " .............................................. 1,510 1,676 
White fish and bream meal ...................... .. ...... 2 .440 1 n8 
liND DATA AVAILABLE ON ACTUAL LANDINGS, 
ijPRDDUC T WE I GHT. 

Production of fishery 
products by Newfoundland 
fishermen in 1950 was some
what below 1949 due to de
creased herring landings 
(table 1). Actual data on 
1950 landings are not avail
able, but product ion of New
foundland's fisheries (ex
cluding Labrador) in 1949 
was estimated at 585,320,300 
pounds (landed weight). 

Government Administration of Fisheries: The assimilation and integration of 
Newfoundland's fisheries with those of Canada by virtue of the 1949 Confederation 
were not readily realized, but reasonably good progress was reported in spite of 
substantial differences in outlook and procedure. The effort made to meet diffi
culties which attended the marketing of salted cod was a primary issue during all 
of 1950. In addition, local fishermen say that the devaluation of the potmd ster
ling in September 1949 was the worst single adverse blow ever suffered by the New
foundland industry, with the result that in the spring of 1950 exporters of cod 
were faced with an apparent "carry over" of about a quarter of their salt cod pro
duction (30,240,000 to 31,360.000 pounds). 

Salted Cod: The greater part of the salted cod on hand early in 1950 was moved 
to markets, bUt financial sacrifices were not avoided. To move the fish, "dumpinglf 
of some fish (where large quantities were involved) and "holdi ng" of a part of the 
1950 catch for several months were necessary. 

Production of salt cod was expected to be below average at the beginning of 
1950 because of the poor marketing outlook and the low morale among fishermen and 
lD.erchants. However, the morale of 
the fishermen was raised somewhat 
by the Canadian Government's an
nouncement that dollars would be 
rovi ded (up to 4 480 000 pounds) 

to ' , 
countries able to provide ster-

ling currency only. This included 
rtugal, Greece, Italy, and Spain, 
art ant export markets which nor-

11y take about 50 percent of New
oundland's annual production. These countries have been unable to make dollar pur
hases during recent years. Contracts were also made for substantial shipzrents of 
alted Cod to Jamaica and Puerto Rico The result was an estimated 1950 catch of 
5.2 IDi 11 ion pounds, 22.4 million pO~dS below the preceding year (table 1). 
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With respect to 1950 fish, a "floor" price placed on Labrador catches (Ci7.00 
per 112 pounds) hastened the desired exchange of fish locally. However, as Canada 
is a dollar country, the exchange problem has not been solved wi th "sort" currency 
couritries where controls prevent CUITency exports . J'uoong the cod-consuming natiollE! 
dealing in devaluated currenCies, an increasiIl01y ntro.1C incentlve has been g1ven 
to build up domestic fi shint; fleets in order to cope with local denu::nd for cod. 

The Newfoundland Associated Fish ~orters, Ltd., a cooperClti ve export market
ing group, continued to handle the export narketing of salt cod during 1950. 

Inshore coC: fishing for 1950 in Hewfoundland Vias described as "very successfulJ 
in some sect i vn s of the Northeast Coast, but below uveraGe in otners, particularly 
in White and Green Bays. 

Deep-sea fi shing was even worse than during 1949, again due to the hes1tancy 
of fishermen to follow the sea, by reason of the clo 'ded domestic and internatioua~ 

si tuati on. Only 40 deep-sea vessels operated in 1950 as corc.pared to 88 in 1949, ar. 
the total catch of these for 1950 was estimated at 5,600,000 pounds as compared to 
134,400,000 pounds, the year before. 

Table 2 - Newfoundland's Production of Dressed and Filleteu Groundf1 sn and 
and Flatfish and Stocks on Hand at lnd of Year by Species , 1949-50 

?roduction Stocks on Hand at ::iJld of Year 
Product 1950 1949 1950 1949 

The Government discouraged fishermen from prosecuting fisheries in Labrador, 
due to the difficulty in marketing "Labrador cure." The Labrador catch for 1950 was 
estimated at 6,720, 000 pounds as compared to 12,320, 000 pounds in 1949 when 144 
"floaters" (fishing vessels which move from one fi shing area to another and store 
fish aboard) operated as compared to but 65 during 1950 . 

There was an abundance of bait during 1950, IOOstly due to the appearance of 
large schools of squid. 

Frozen Fish: Production of frozen fish continued to expand during 1950 with 
a production"'"'()f"34.4 million pOlli,ds, compared with 24.7 million pounds for the pre 
cedi ng year (table 2). 

Production of frozen cod fillets for 1950 was reported at alm::lst 16,650,.000 
pounds, an increase of some 6,385,000 pounds as compared with 1949's productlon• 

Production of other processed frozen fi sh, such as ocean perch (rosefish), d 
flounder, sole, and hali but, was a lso above that for the preceding year. The Uni te 
Stat es was the princ ipal market for this type of product and little difficulty 
was reported in marketing . 
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A total of 17 draggers operated during 1950 in this type of fishery as com
pared- with 13 for 1949. 

Frozen fish continues to play an increasingly important role in the Newfound
land industry with all indications pointing to its further expansion. 

FIL LETING OPERATION AT A LARGE FISH PLANT IN ST, JOHN1 S , NEWFOUNDLAND, 

. Herring: Fishing for herring during 1950 showed a considerable decrease in 
catches as compared with recent years. Whereas 65,000 barrels of pickled herring 
(14.6 million pounds) were prepared during 1949, not over an estimated 40,000 bar
rels (9 million pounds) were packed during 1950 (table 1). The Fisheries Board 
has been in the habit of negotiating contracts each season on behalf of packers. 
During the 1949-50 season a contract for 16,000 barrels (3.6 nJ.llion pounds) was 
concluded at "very satisfactory prices," but of the total quantity covered by con
tract Only 5,667 barrels (1.3 million pounds) were actually packed. 

In the belief that Scotch-Cured herring controls are no longer necessary and 
freq~ently not to the advantage of the fishermen, they will now be discontinued, 
Partlcularly since it has been shown that packers often fail to produce even half 
Of the quantities contracted for. Scotch-Cured herring were, by law, to be packed 
o~Y during the period October 1 to January 31, with extension permissible in cer
taln,cases. 

It is of interest to recall that during 1950 the Newfoundland Government at
tempted to bring Icelandic herring boats to Newfoundland, believing that rethods 
of c ' d Urlng herring as practiced by Icelanders would better meet marketing nee s. 
The ~eriment was a decided fal' lure however with more than C$250,OOO reported to ha ' , 

ve been lost to the Provincial treasury. 
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Lobster Fisher y: The 1 950 lobster catch was reported to ve established a 
record in both volume and value . The season is only about t wo rwnths. AS fisher
men now receive higher proceeds for live lobster , the cannir~ of lobst~r in .ew
foundland has been sharply reduced in all areas . The lobster s eason is only about 
two months in duration and calls for long hours and hard work . we I-enforced 
law protects "short" lobsters from being sold as well as 1emale lobsters in spallIl-
ing condition. In eastern Newfoundland , the pr i nc ipal product i on area, reports 
indicate that lobsters are not decreasing in numbers . 

Returns to fishermen were higher than in previous years , the fJ verage price pai 
being 18 cents per pound as compared with 15 cents duri 1949 . D-tr ng 19:1l, about 
4,400,000 pounds of live lobster were export~d as against 4 ,150 , 00 pounds for 1949. 
Lobster fishing on the West Coust of the island , however , was not as slcce3s~ as 
elsewhere. 

Salmon: Scarcity of salIOOn limited the production of this spec es to 2.9 mil
lion pounds, a.lmost a half million pounds less than in 1949 ; hO'R9ver, salIoon fish
ing was described as "generally good" and hiOUY rennmerat ve to t he fis ermen. 
About 4,000 cases of canned salmon were packed, of hich 1 , 000 cases were exIX'rted 
and the balance sold locally. 

Mackerel and Sg,uid: Mackerel and squid fi shin.g as good , altnou . the squid 
pack was small, d~e to a lessening demand for this product . 

Meal: A new record was established for the productio;l of fish I:lBal, and sever 
new processing plants were set up in various parts of the Isl~d . Production of 
herring meal was 1,455 metric tons (table 1), s bstantially abo ve the 1949 total of 
1,104 tons . There was also a considerable increase ln prod ct on of wbite fish and 

HANDLING FISH OFFAL FOR REDUCTION AT A LARGE FISH PLANT IN ST. JOHNiS, NEwFOUNDLAND . 
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bream meal (2,440 tons in 1950, compared with 1,778 tons in 1949). Reduction of 
caplin was undertaken on a fairly large scale during the year, with preparations 
l!8de to handle up to 112,000 barrels. Delays in the delivery of pressing machinery 
Mmpered output, but a total of 91,692 barrels were processed during the year. 

The reduction plants are situated at Bay of Islands, Williamsport, and Corner 
Brook. Caplin was processed into meal and oil at the latter plant. 

A slight reduction in the aIlPunt of whale meal produced during 1950 (1,510 
tons) as compared with 1949 (1,676 tons) was noted. 

Vessels and Fishermen: A general decrease was noted during 1950 in the number 
of vessels andrishermen (table 3). The explanation given for this is that the 

able 3 - Number of Vessels and Fishennen 
En a ed in Newfoundland's Fisheries 1 - 0 

Item 1950 1 49 
No. JiQ. 

Government discouraged fishing oper
ations in the Labrador area because 
of difficulty in marketing species 
taken in that area, and the uncer
tainty of the international situa
tion. The Provincial Government es-

Deep-sea ••••••••••••••••••• 40 88 timates that between 27 and 28 thou-
Floaters!/ • • ••• • • • • •• • • •• • • • 65 144 sand Newfoundlanders earn their 
Trawlers (cod fishery) ••••• 1 1 livelihood as fishermen. Of this 

I::-:-...,..-T.:..;o::..::t:..:a=1..,...v.:..e::..::s::..::s:..:e;.::1~s:-:---:----:-___ ~~1~2:;;2~~~2~4-:=d5 total, 22,500 were engaged in cod 
ishermen in cod fisheries ••• 22 550 28 000 fishing during °1950--a decrease of 

l/'FLOA TERS' - FISHING VESSELS WHICH MOVE FROM ONE 5,450, compared with 1949. 
- FISHING AREA TO ANOTHER AND STORE: FI SH ABOA RD. 

Sealing: Due mainly to the poor market demand for marine oils, only four 
vessels took part in seal fishing with a catch of 81,908 seals as compared with 
135,446 for 1949 (table 4). 
Considerable serious and 
intensive study of seal 
fisheries in Newfoundland 

trab1e 4 - Newfoundland's Seal and Whale Catch 1949-50 
Item 1950 1949 

No. No. 
as been made by the Govern
nt with the result that 

~ea1s ............................ 81:908 135,446 
~ales ........................... 485 546 

951 should be more active. In 1949, one steamer and 14 motor vessels hunted seals 
he number of men engaged in sealing in 1950 totaled 250, while 670 men took part 

on 1949. 

Whalins.: Two whale processing plants (as during 1949) were in operation during 
950--one at Hawkes Harbor and the other at Williamsport. A total of 485 whales 
re caught as compared to 542 in 1949 (table 4). The season runs from. June to 

etober, or early November. Close supervision was maintained by the Govermoont 
ver both plants during the entire season and similar inspection work will be con-
1nued in 1951. 

£?:POrts: Newfoundland's exports of dry-salted cod were 99,060,304 pounds in 
900, an increase over the 1949 exports of 75,557,552 pounds (table 5). Important 

kate for these products were Portugal , Italy, Brazil, and countries in the Car-
ibaan area. While the exports of dried cod destined for the United States decreased 
n 1950 by 142,684 pounds, the export of wet-salted cod more than doubled. 

Outlook for 1951: The outlook for Newfoundland fisheries is encouraging, par-
-1cuJ. 1 - - ° f Can d ° ar Y now that Newfoundland, as the youngest Province in the Donunion 0 a a, 

11 regularly receive financial and technical assistance from the Federal Govern
nt. 
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Table 5 - Newfoundland's Exports of Salted Cod (';iuantlty and Val'le) 1')42-50 
Q. U A N T I T Y V A l IJ E 

Dry-Sal ted Dry-8a1ted 
Bank & Wet- Bank & \let-

Item Shore Labrador Total SaJ ted Shore Labrador Total. Salted 
lli· 1be. 1bs. 1be. £1 £l £! 1I Total Exports: 

1950 ............... 73,557.232 25.503.072 99.060,304 6.671.168 10.993.241. 3.154.948 14.148.192 509.78c: 
19~49 ............... S? 208.928 18.348 624 175.557.552 p 211. 192 9 821 345 2 644 846 12 .466 191 740 OIl 

~rts to United States: 
153.104 45.024 198.128 4.178.496 27.460 8, 7 1950 ............... 

1949 ••••••••••.•.•• 214 816 126 000 340,P16 1 R?1 200 422:>0 20,521, J5.~~ 62? 
321,472: 
161: 5IE:: 

* * * * * 
NEWFOUNDLAND CONVERTING TWO LABRADOR SCHOONFRS FOR .LON LININ:}: The Govern-

ment of Newfoundland is planning to convert two Labrador schooners for long-l1ning, 
according to St. John's Daily News of July 10. The news.item continues: "The ves-
sels are to be organized as training ships under a joint agreement with the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland and the Governmant of Canada for a period of fi va mnths. Then 
are expected to operate in long-lining for cod, turbot, and halibut on the N~h 
East Coast (Newfoundland) and to concentrate off the Labrador Coast in late Septem-
ber until weather conditions preclude operation." 

, ~ 
Costa Rica 

EXCHANGE CONI'ROL LAW COV»tING RE-£IP<RI'S .AND TIWISSHIH'IE1.JTS OF FISH AlmIED: 
Costa Rica has passed anew law whichwill e.mendLaw No. 1304 whichwaB"Prolllll.gated 
P 
b 

rimarily to exempt from ct::rtain provisions of the current exchange laws tuna ClIlght 
eyond the territorial waters of Coast Rica, and then t~sshipped in her harbors or 

frozen in Puntarenas for shipment to the United States. The amendment, Law No. 
1310 dated June 28, 1951, 
(L<iw No.1304) 

and proIID..1lgated on July 1, 1951, changes the tormer law 
only to the extent that the phrase "in extraterritorial waters" now 

eads "in waters outside of the gulfs of the RepubliC," the American Embassy at San r 
Jose states in its Jt~ly 5 report. 

In proposing the adoption of Law No. 1310 to the ssembly, the Costa Ri~ 
Minister of Agriculture pointed out that it was not feasible to determine whether 
or not fish were caught in extraterritorial waters . Therefore, it would be prefer
able to have the pertinent legislation specify those waters whose geographical 
limits indicate the possibility of State control. It was his Ministry's intention, 
he went on to say, that it proposed Law No. 1304 to reserve insofar as possible 
fishing in the waters of the Costa Rican gulfs for domestic purposes inaSllLlch as 
local fishermen are not economically enabled to fish outside of the gulfs. A. third 
reason was advanced in support of the language now adopted ••• " Also it is kn01fll that 
many other tishing zones exist outside of the gulfs which are unexplored and whOse 
wea~thJ available for the greatest benefit of the country will remain unexplored 

, " if national or .foreign initiative and sufficient capit.al do not develop th~ 
lISEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, JULY 1951, P. 35. 
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Eritr ea 
FISHERIES REPORT, ill.£: Of the 4,200 metric tons of fish produced in Eritrea 

dur1llg 1950, about 4,000 metric tons were manufactured into fish meal and exported 
reports a June 26 American consular dispatch from Asmara.. The remainder of the ' 
production was consumed as food locally. 

In addition, some 400 metric tons of sea shells (mother-of-pearl, traces) were 
produced and used by the local button factories. 

A Fisheries Inspector at Massavna has been appointed by the Administration to 
control and organize the fishing industry. 

Gambia (British West Africa) 
FISHERY RESEARCH VESSEL TO OPERATE OFF THE GAl'1l3IAN COAST: A fishery research 

vessel, Cape St. Mary, is being fitted oUt for the West A'friCan Fisheries Research 
Institute, according to an article which appeared in the June 1951 African World 
and reported by the American consulate at Dakar. 

The vessel has been built with funds supplied by the British Government under 
the Goloniel Development and Welfare Act. In addition to normal trawler equipment, 
it has a laboratory, an electrohydraulic trawl winch, hydrographic winch, and liver
oil extractors. Next to the refrigerated fish room, which has a capacity of 3,000 
cubic feet, there will be an ice-making plant capable of producing 28-lb. blocks at 
he rate of one ton every 24 hours. The Ii ver-oil plant is on the main deck and 
11 be able to produce three tons of oil in ten days. 

The ship's complement will include two scientific officers whose initial aim 
'11 be to investigate any species of fish in the area, and to study seasonal mi
ation. Experiments will be made to determine the methods best suited to surface, 
'd-~ter, and deep-sea fishing. The Cape §:!?. ~ will carry two motorboats, one 
t WhlCh will be equipped with an echo sounder. 

* * * * * 
FLOATING FACTORY SHIP TO DEVELOP WEST JillUCAN FISHERIES: A special floating 

ish factory ship has ~ fitted out by the British Colonial Development Corpor
t10n and sent to the Colony of Gambia to develop its fisheries, according to ~ 
outh African Shipping News and Fishing Industry Review of June 1951. 

Vessel Specifications: The factory ship, African Queen, is a twin-screw re-
1;~ed British Navy supply ship of 2,000 tons B.R.T. powered by two internal ~om

ion four-stroke vertical single-acting direct-drive engines, each developlng 
20 h.p. The vessel is e quipped with a quick-freezing and a canning plant, and 
~o Cold-storage facilities. Cans delivered in bulk and flat will be essembled 
ard the vessel, filled with fi sh sterilized and sealed, labeled, and stored on 

a.rd until they can be unloade"d o ' 

t This ship will perform all of the functions of a parent ship, having ten smal~ 
or boats which will do the actual fishing and bring the catch to the factory ShlP 

r processi T . , d 40 '" ~l' cans h ng. he crew will number about 20 European technlclans an ~~ 

andle the fishing, cunning, and processing of the fish. 
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Fishery Products to be Produced: The Af'rican Qu~en will catch. skin. carve. 
cook, can. and free~e tunny (tuna) and other edible f1sh ; Ctitch sharks, cure ~ 
dry the skin, extract and process the oil from the liver , fillet and dry the flesh 
for African and European markets. as well as process the other parte into fish me 
for poultry and other animal feeding. Tunny will be fished by methode found suc
cessful in the Canary Islands. and other methods used on the Pacific Coast of Nort 
America will be employed. The fish vary in weight fran 30 to 60 pounds and are of 
the albacore. yellowfin. skipjack. and bluefin varieties. Some of the tuna mil b 
processed into steaks in the hope of finding markets for this product in Britain a 
well as Africa. 

Sharks will be taken by means of bottom-set gill nets and long lines s1m1lar 
to those employed to catch halibut in Northern fi sharies. These hempen lines car 
chain snoods with large shark hooks at 4-ft. intervals. The sharks mst likely to 
be caught will be the tiger, ha.mrlerhead. nurse, ti.Od pequin. There is also the 
screwfish (a shark species) which weighs from 700-1,000 pounds . Nearly 8 percent 
of the shark's weight is made up of liver which is part icularly rich in vitamin A. 

Fishing Operations: Spiny lobster (crawfi sh) occur locally in conslderable 
quantities in West African waters. South Africa does a large trtide in caruwd rock 
lobster meat, most of which is exported to America and bring in dollars. Spiny 
lobsters, like the sharks, are bottom feeders and will be caught by means of tangle 
nets and seines set in deep water. 

Because of the practice of fishing only certain areas mere the flsh ~ongre
gate during specific seasons, fishing is normally e seasonal occupation in :Jest 
Af'rica. The rest of the year fishermen suffer a loss of income and the country a 
loss of food. 

The Af'rican Queen, however, will folloon the fish wherever they are to be foun 
along the west coast of Africa, landing its finished products at the nearest con
venient port along the coast where they can be sold locally or transshipped to oth 
narkets wi thout any delay or wastage. The headquarters of the undertaking will be 
at Bathurst, Gaobia. 

German Federal Republic 
~ ELECTROSTATIC SI"DKER DE:VELOPED: A factory in the Gerrmn Federal RepubliC 

has recently developed a new electrostatic smoker which will process fish in twent 
seconds instead of the usual 1 to 2 hours, a June 18 American consular dispitch fr 
Hamburg announces. 

The fish are carried on a conveyor belt through a smoke chamber located in a 
high tension field . Small nozzels conduct the smoke to the copper wire negative 
which has the effect of instantly charging the smoke part icles. The particles th 
charged penetrate the fish at high speed. The fish are located on metal plates wh 
function as the opposite pole. Af'ter this process, the fish are exposed to intra
radiation which completes the curing process. 
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Greece 
GRE!1!K-l!ORWEGIAN TRADE .AGREI!:MIl:NT EXTENDED : Two protocols were signed on May 19, 

1951, at Athens to renew the Greek and Norwegian trade and paymentD agreement con
cluded in February 1950. While the 1950 agreement expired by limitation on Decem
ber 31, 1951, it was prolonged pending negotiations for its renewal. The renewed 
agreement was made retroactive to January 1, 1951, and will remain in force until 
Deoember 31, 1951, a July 11 dispatch from the American Embassy at Atbens reports. 

The only modifications in the renewed agreement were the application of the 
!PO agreement which obivates the necessity of a credit margin and simplified the 
accounting prooedure of the clearing arrangement. 

The 1950 Greek exports to Norway totaled 4,166,735 kroner (about US$583,OOO) 
nth ~onges aooounting for only 39,033 kroner of the total. Norway's 1950 exports 
to Greeoe totaled 24,540,046 kroner (about US$2,850,OOO) and included such fishery 
items as ood-liver oil medicinal preparations (10,506,051 kroner), preserved fish 
and fishery products (2,500,000 kroner), and fish oils and fats (1,668,661 kroner) t 

' The net defioit in this yeart s trade relations, as in 1950, will again be met by 
tEPO credits. 

Greenland 
FISHERIES DEVELOPMENl' IN 1950: DeIlI!laXk's Greenland Administration and Det 

rr¢nlandske Fiskeri-Kompagnlreport that during 1950 experiments were conducted 
'th fillet freezing in Sukkertoppen, and a shrimp processing plant was operated 
't Christianshaab for the production of frozen, non-boiled headless shrimp, and 
Oiled and peeled shrimp. AlIoost all of these frozen products were exported with 
he ~eatest share going to the United States, the April 12 Danish publication 
onserves reports. 

A proposal in the 1950 report of the Greenland Conmission would permit Danish 
itizens and companies, under Government control, to enter Greenland's fishing in
ustry. The Government as a shareholder in the Det Gr~nlandske Fiskeri-Kompagni 
as plans to expand the company's facilities by building fillet and freezing plants 
inclUding quick-freezing installations) in the colonies of Godthaab, Sukkertoppen, 
d Egedesminde. Christianshaab' s shrimp-processing plant is to be expanded to 

nclude shrimp canning. A fish-meal factory is to be constructed at Tovkussak as 
n addition to the present salt-fish processing facilities at that station. 

The Greenland Administration is building a large shriIIW cannery in Narssak, 
uth Greenland, which will produce canned shrimp and quick-frozen cod fillets. 

As a result of the successful 1950 operatiOns, the Greenland Administration 
d Det Gr¢nlandske Fiskeri-Kompagni are now planning to increase their production 
r ex ort concentratin on the American market. 
TE: ALSO SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, AUGUST 1950, pp, 44-6, 

* * * * * 
cr ~ FISHING,TRAPPING,M:ill HUNl'ING REGULATIONS: The Dru:ush Gove~DIne~t p~ssed n

ee No. 246 on June 7, 1951, concerning "Trapping, Fi shmg , and HuntlDg ~n ~ree 
d Waters, and Exportation from Greenland," the American Embassy reports ln ltS 



38 COMoIERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 13. Ro. 8 

July 16 di spatch from Copenhagen. The new regulations are issued in pursuance ot 
the authority of the Prime Minister under Act No. 277 of ~ 27, 1950, re1.4ting to 
the "Conduct of Trade in Greenland," which came into force on Apr1l 15. 1951. 

Act No. 277 applies to the entire territory of Greenland. including it'Dar1_ 
time terri tory. The Decree applies to GTeenland' 8 inner waters which include har
bors, harbor entrances, roadstead, bays (including Disko Bay), and the water. be
tween and within the islands, islets, rocks, and reefs (Stenr~8er) which are ~ 
permanently inundated by the sea. The maritime territory covered by tll8 Decree 
pertains to those waters wi thin a line drawn outside of the islands. islets. rocks, 
and reefs (Stenr~ser) at a distance of three nautical miles fram the out8l'lJl)st 
boundary of the dry land at lowest ebb. In the bays and fjords the three nautical. 
miles shall be measured from a straight line drawn across the bay or fjord at the 
places nearest to the entrance where the width does not exceed 10 nautical. 111118. 

The Decree grants that the exclusive rights of Danish nationals, residents ot 
Greenland and those licensed by the Prime Minister, are extended to apply alao to 
the use of Danish vessels. Restrictions on foreign flag vessels are eased ~..ma 
by permitting them to make arrangements ashore for the provisional storage ot Cltc 
taken outside the waters of Greenland. 

A provision of the Decree regarding the hiring of natives of Greenlan4 u a 
oondition for licensing is new and undoubtedly has been adopted by a desire ~ 1 

courage the natiye population to become zoore sea conscious and better uperi-.4 
in ocean fishing. 

The Decree gives to the Prime Minister all-inclusive authority for e~~ 
ing without speCification additional conditions for licensing trade. WhUe mob. 
wide authority might have the effect of arbitrarily limiting a greater treedrJI tor 
trade in Greenland, there has been no indication up to the present tlme ot aItf sue 
use thereof. 

Regulations for exportation from Greenland adhere primarily to the proTisio:lS 
of Act _No. 277. However, with regard to export licensing they are not explicit a 
continue to follow charaoteristic zoodern Greenland legislation of leavillg it up to 
the administrative province of the Prime Minister fClr establishing detailed condi
tions. 

Under Section 11 of the Decree, certain goods shall be sold direotly, or thro 
a licensed export enterprise, to the Central Greenland Sales Organization (prort
sionally the Royal Greenland Conmerce). These goods are listed in Ann8Z I to the 
Decree and include most fish, shellfish, seal, and whale products. 

Iceland 
SillflER EERRlliG FISHERY PROOPECTS: After a very unsatisfactory 1950 SUJIIIISl' he 

ring season in which only 32,000 metric tons were landed southwestern IcelandiC 
fishermen this year are reluctant to coIlJlli t themsel ves t~ participation in ~h8 
North Coast herring fishery. The last six seasons have been very poor. Wh11e f 
initial preparations have been made to get purse nets and boats in shape, maDY 0 

the fishermen have apparently decided not to leave their home ports until they re
ceive definite vrord that the herring are running in that area. It is already cer 

art , ipate 
tain that' the nwnber of vessels, both domestic and foreign, which will P 10 
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in the North Coast herring fishery will be lower than in any recent previous year 
according to a June 27 di spatch from the Amer i can Embassy at Reykjavik. ' 

The Swedish fleet operat i ng in this area during the 1950 summer season was 
,composed of 52 vessels, but early r eport s indicate that only about one-half of 
-this nunber will be present t hi s sUlllt:ler. Norwegian fishing vessels, whi ch totaled 
:211 in 1950, are expected to be less than 200. A few Russi an boats have been 
'-'lighted fishing 50-70 miles off the North Coast, but it i s impossible to ascertain 
tthe number 0 f boat s or t he pr oduct ion of t hese vessels. 

Official Gover nment pri c ~~ have already been set for herring to be delivered 
lto Government-ovmed f act ori esli on the North Coast for processing into oil and 
rmeal. If the average annual catch per boat is belovl 6,000 "mal" (810 metric tons ) . 
the Government factorie s will pay the fishermen I.kr.llO.16 per "mal" (US$6.76 per 
500-lb. barrel). If the average catch per boat is over 6,000 "mal," the fixed 

price to the fishermen will be I.kr.102.00 
per "mal,"(US$6.26 per 300-lb. barrel). 
The figure of 6,000 "mal" includes herring 
delivered for salting, freezing, and can
ning as well as for reduction. It has been 
decided that the lower price will be suf
ficient to provide a reasonable profit to 
fishermen if the catch is favorable. In 
that event, the difference of I.kr.8.16 
per "mal" (US$O.50 per 300-lb. barrel) 
would be paid by the factories to the 
Herring Catch Division of the Catch Guar
antee Fund established by the Government 
to assist the domestic small-boat fishing 
fleet. This sum would correspond to a tax 
of 8 percent on the value of the raw her

delivered by the boats if the average catch of the boats partiCipating in the 
",-,mm •• ,. herring fi sheries is over 6,000 "mal." 

Fishermen will be given the option of delivering their catch to the Government 
es at the of fi c i al prices quoted above, in which case they are relieved of 

involved i n market fluctuations, or of delivering their herring to the fac
for a price to be determined by the actual market price of the herring oil 

meal ultimately pr oduced. In the latter case, they would receive as an initial 
85 percent of the official price of I.kr.102.00 per "mal" (US$6.76 per 300-

• barrel), or I. kr . 86 . 70 (US$5.32 per 300-lb. barrel), upon delivering· the fish 
the factori es , and the balance when the factories' accounts are closed. Those 

shermen would share the risks involved in market fluctuations, and stand to re
ive either more or l ess than fishermen delivering at fixed prices, depending on 

conditions, It i s expected that most fishermen will prefer to accept the 
prices, which are cons i dered rather favorable • 

. The offiCial prices. set by the Government factories are based on anticipated 
. ~eries of 400,000 "mal" (54,000 metric tons) for processing during the summer, 
C is close to the average received by them during the past 10 years. In 1~50, 
preseason estimate of the quantity to be delivered. to the Government factorles 

_ 500,000 "mal," which was more than 4 times as high as the amount actuallY re
~ved •. The average catch per fi shing boat partiCipating in the summer herring . 

ery ln the past 6 years , all of whi ch were failures, vas 2,446 "mal" (300 metrlc 

~E GOVERNMENT -O\oINED FACT OR I ES ARE COLLECT I VEL Y KNOWN AS THE STATE HERR I NG FACTOR I ES. IN 
N;50 , THE STATE HE RR I NG FACTORIES PROCESSED ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF THE HERRING REDUCED ON THE 
OIl~~H COAST, AND TH E REMAINDER WAS PROCESSED BY PRIVATELY-OWNED FACTORIES. THE PRIVATELY 

D FACTOR I ES FO LLOW TH E PRICES PAlO BY THE GOVERNMENT FACTORIES. 
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The average annual catch per boat in 1944, t he last good year , was 12,030 " 
(1,624 tons). 

The price of I.kr.llO.16 per "mal" f or herring delivered by fishermen tor r 
duction is about 27 percent higper than the pr ice paid i n 1950, and 55 percent hi 
higher than the price paid in 1949. The great incr ease over last yea:r result. tr 
the increase in world prices for herring oil . The pr i ce f or Imlch of the herriDg 
oil produced in 1950 was 1:.80 (US$224) per metric ton, about 70 percent at the cur 
rent year's production has already been sold in advance at lJ.39: 5:0 (US$390) per 
metric ton, f.o.b. As in recent years, most of the present year 's production wil 
go to the United Kingdom. None of the current year ' s expecte d production at harr 
meal has been sold in advance, in view of unfavorable world prices . Prices bel~ 
offered for Icelandic herring meal at the present time are approx imately 25 perce 
lower than those offered at the same time last year. 

The price to be paid to fishermen for fresh herring delivered for salting ha 
not been established. The 1950 price was I.kr.122 . 00 (US$7 . 49) per barrel ot 30 
pounds of fresh whole herring. The State herring Board, which handles all export 
of salted herring, reports that it has already sold 200,000 barrels of herr~ 
the cOming SUlIlIller fishery. Of this total, 110,000 barrels have been sol d to Swe<l 
Smaller quantities are included in bilateral trade agreements wit!:l Denmark, linla 
and Poland. The State Herring Board reports that it expects to sell some herring 
to the United States, but that no agreement has yet been reached. Actua l del1ve~ 

under "future" s?les will depend, of course, on the outcome of the fishery. ~T 
55,600 b~.rrels of salted herring were produced in the disappointing SUlIIIIer ot 19 

* * * * * 
TRADE AGREEMENl' SIGNED WITH BRAZIL: A trade agreement under which Iceland 

export codfi sh to Brazil in exchange for coffee was signed in Rio de J aneiro on 
May 5, 1951, states a dispatch of June 11 from the U. S. I"J.nistry in Reykjavik. 
The agreement, which is in the form of letters exchanged by represent atives ~ ta~ 
two countries, will have a duration of 1 year. Under its terms codfish up to a 
maxiIl1ll.Il1 limit of I:.300,000 (-US$840,000) will be exported by Iceland to Brazil, and 
coffee up to a like value will be exported by Brazil in return. It i s understood I 
although not so stated in the agreement, that the codfish will be salted and ~e 

Trade between Iceland and Brazil is to be conducted by traditional exporters 
and importers in each country, at prices not higher than those in world markets. 

Israel 
DEVELOPMENT OF FISHERIES, 1950: Requirements: Israel's Mini stry of Agricul 

ture estimates the annual requirements of fish at 50.6 pounds per capita. Fi~ 
occupies an important place in Israel's "austerity" diet as a substitute for mea.. 
Since the local .::atch in 1950 was only 7,000 metric tons and 17 ,000 metriC tons 
were imported, the remaining 10 percent of the requirements Illlst have been filled 
by stocks on hand at the close of' 1949 (assuming that an e stimated 27,600 metriC 
tons of fish are needed to meet the requirements of 1. 2 million people). The sup~ 
ply of fish, other than the unpopular frozen fillets was i rregular varying betwe 6 

surplus and shortages ttLroughout 1950, according to ~ July 16 report from the ~
can Embassy at Tel Aviv. 
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Production and Fisheri~~; Recent ventures at shallow water fiShing and long
distance (North Sea) fishin~ have not been thus far too successful, although much 
capital and effort have been invested in this undertaldng. The results of a jOint 
Belgian-Israeli enterprise, created in 1950 to promte North Sea fishing, have not 
been satisfactory, and this oompany now devotes more attention to importing than to 
actual 1'i shing. 

Israel's shallow-water fishing fleet of 15 vessels caught only 4-14 metric tons 
in 1950 (see table). In spite of intensive training of fishermen in modern methods 

.of coastal fishing, results of this fishery were equally disappointing. The 1950 
coastal or inshore fisheries catches were only 90 metric tons more than in 1949. 

'Vith relatively primitive methods, coastal fishing by the Arabs during the British 
I1andate resulted in catches of 2,000 metric tons annually. Lake fishing oatches of 
1600 metric tons in 1946 increased to 700 metric tons in 1950. 

Pond fishing results have been more gratifying to Israeli producers. Soma 
:3,190 acres of fish ponds yielded 2,400 metric tons in 194.8; and during 1950, 4,000 

Israeli Fisheries Production. 1949-50 
Type of Fisherv 

lDee~sea fishing •••••••.•••••••• 
Lnshore fishing ••••••••••••••••• 
~ihallow-V{ater ' fishing ••••••••••• 

1950 
Metric Tons 
1,091.9 

344.1 
444.1 

J1<'ake fis hing •••••••••••.•.•••••• 707.0 

Metric Tons 
646.3 
252.4 

396.7 

metric tons were taken 
fram 5,500 acres of 
ponds--a '72 percent 
increase in the acre
age of fish ponds has 
produced 65 percent 
more during this two
year period. 

Il-ong-distance fishing (North Sea) 486 .5 
:Y'ish ponds •••••••••••••••••••••• 4 01 ':l . 5 2.9'38.2 The Israel Govern-
r-__ T:..;;o~t.;;;;;al=--:.:..:.:..::.,;, • ..:. • .:...:.. •• :..,:.:..,:.:..,:.:..,: . ...: • ...: • ..:..,;, • ..:. • .!..:. •• :..:.:..:.:...L..~7:0~8~7~.~1;:~::::.i:::..!:4:::.!;J..~.2""'~.:!..3r~3~:6~-I ment in 1950 constructed 

Caesarea to encourage trawling, but this harbor 
lClUIlal fishing settlement of Sdot Yam. 

a fishing harbor near 
is used now principally by the com-

For its fresh-water fish, Israel relies primarily on Lake Tiberias and on ponds 
dleveloped by communal settlements (kibbutzim). Further expansion of pond fishing, 
~owever, is not encouraged by the Government because of high production costs and 
,!,.he lack of foreign exchange to buy feedstuffs. 

Kosher Restrictions on Fish: Much of the marine life in Mediterranean and Gulf
P f-Aqaba waters are unsui tab"i"e"'for consumption in Israel due to Jewish dietary laws 
(:xashrut) • A fi sh, in order to be kosher, nrust have both fins and scales. One of 
~ese characteristics alone is not sufficient. Catfish, eel, and shark are conse
-uently forbidden. Lobsters, shrimp, and other crustaceans , as well as clams and 

~:ysters, are proscribed under other dietary laws. 

Fisheries Outlook: The current crisis in the production of other protein food 
~~ducts puts increasing demands on the supply of fish. On the basiS of the existing 
~~ual reqUirements of 50.6 pounds per capita, Israel will need over 36,000 metriC 
~Qns Of .fish in 1952 for an estimated population of 1.6 million. Thus, it appears 
~Ilat Israeli's 1951 import requirements will be over 25,000 metric tons of fish and 
pJ.ose to 28,000 metric tons in 1~52. 

Fishing ventures undertaken within the past three years indicate that ISrael is 
p!.aable to produce more than 25 percent of her requirements. The further expansion 
pff Pond fishing is apparently limited by the lack of foreign exchange to be used to 
p~Y_ feed. To appreCiate a greater explOitat ion of the coastal waters, the Government 

. ~ EECOMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW JULY 1951 P. 40; NOVEMBER 1950 , P. 61. --, , 
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Fishing Fund has ordered t~n 50-ton, Diesel-powered fishing vessela frcIa t~ t7Ja1ted. 
Kingdom for which wa,ooo (US$224,OOO) have been allocated by the Comptroller of 
Foreign Exchange. Government assistance has been promised to men DOW Wl4erpbc 
training to establish themselves in trade. Fishery training is one of t~ Pl'1Ial. 
pal subjects of an academic institution located near Kfar Vitkin. 
NOTE: FOR OTHER INFORMATION ON ISRAELI FISHERIES SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES .8£!.!1lt, APRIL 

1951, PP. 66-69; JULY 1951, P. 40. 

Japan 
AvAILABILITY OF FISHING ~ FOR KOREAN FISHING INDtBl'RY: AppraxiDlltllr" 

Japanese fishing craft are available for the fishing industry in Korea, accorcl1.Dg 
to information furnished the Korean EconOmic Aid agency of the Far East CoJIIIBD4 bl 
SCAP's Natural Resources Section, the latter agency's June 2 Weekly SUl!!D!ll"l 8tate •• 
Consisting mostly of trawlers, these boats are being offered for sale, althougll ad. 
mi ttedly many of these boats are old and not in first-class condition. These oraft 
are surplus to Japanese needs mainly as a result of reduction of the East <.h1Da Sea 
fleet which took place by action of the Japanese Government in its eftort to reduce 
overfishing in the important trawl areas ot the East China Sea within the SCAP
authorized fishing area. 

* * * * * 
FISHING GROUNDS PLA..mITNG NEARS COMPLEl'ION: The "Fishing Grounds Planning" pha 

of the Fisheries Rights Reform in Japan is nearing completion, asserts the IUDe 23 
Weekly Sum:na.ry of SCAP's Natural Resources Section. This planning for the mangum 
utilization of the coastal waters is an important part at the over-all retorm pro
gram. It is designed to promote the maxinnUD sustained production of aquatlc produc 
and to encourage the widest possible distribution of ownership at Japa.n's l.1lII1ted 
resources. Such large-scale planning ot water area use is a new developlll8Dt 111 the 
field of fisheries. Future food production in the coastal waters oan be 1l1creased 
through the employment of planned utilization of the waters. This ooncept ot fish
eries management will become increasingly important as the world's population in
creases and places additional pressure upon the sea as a source of tood. 

For centuries limited land resources have forced the Japanese to rely on the 
sea for a substantial portion of their food requirements. As the population haS in 
oreased, more and more people have turned to the sea for additional sources ot tood 
and employment. At present, apprarlmately 85 percent of the animal protein cQDSUll8 
i n Japan is of aquatio origin. Currently, mre than lt million persons are engaged 
directly in fisheries, and about one-tenth ot the total population leped on t1sher-l 
ies for their livelihood. Japan's total aquatic production of 3,654,812 metric to 
in 1950 far surpassed that ot any other nation. The coastal waters aooOUllt tor the 
bulk of this produotion, and 90 percent of it is produced within sight ot the shore 
An even greater proportion of the people employed in fisheries work within s1gbt ot 
the coast. Japan's coastal waters are undoubtedly the most intensively tlshed .. te~ 
in the world. Practically all of the close inshore areas are utilized tor s_ tm 
of aquatic production. 

The Fisheries Law enacted November 29. 1949, embodied a fisheries rigl1t8 reto 
deSigned to eliminate abuses which had developed in the rights system and yet retaine 

the deSirable features of property rights in fisheries management. 
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The cancellation of the old rights and the establishment of n r t 
110tDItl has provided an o ppo rtuni ty for the Japanese Government and fish 
plan systematically the future use of the coastal fishing grounds. Th1 
or water area use and developzoont 0 f managezoont plans has been establl 
definite phase of the Fisheries Rights Reform program and has been desi 
ing Grounds Planning." The planning is bein~ done by the ea ~ea Co a ions. 
Atter the plans are fully developed for the .::>ea Area they are presented to th r
speative prefectural governor for approval. If approved by the goVerD)r the p 
beaolll8s official, and the rights ar.d licenses issued in the future must conto o 
the plan. 

This is the first attempt at large-scale crganized planning for the util1w.-
tion of a nation's coastal waters. "Fishing Ground Planning" is to fiaheri s t 
Land Use Planning is to agriculture. The ultimate aim of the planning 1s to obt in 
the maxinrum sustained benefits from the available water areas. Two major fnotor 
are involved in the accomplishment of this objective; the employzoont of th 100 t 1'
fiaient fisheries from a practical standpoint in the particular ter ar a, and 
operation of these fisheries at the optiIIDJm fishing intenSity the water 
00 a permanent basis. 

In determining the most efficient fisheries for a specific water area,co ider
ation mst be given social and economic factors as well as the physical and biolo i
c~ oharacteristics of the area. This is especially true in Japan where the co at 1 

rwaters supply a substantial amount of badly needed food, employment, and foreign x 
,change. Japan must have foreign exchange as well as food to exist; therefore, 81-
"though see. cucumbers may be the most prolific ma.rin~ life in an area, pearl oyster 
.eulture may be the more efficient use of the water. But, in such an area, if the 
::.0081 residents are not familiar with pearl oyster culture or sea cucumber produc
ttion. but are experienced in seaweed culture, the latter may well be the most effic -
teot use of the water. 

Some fisheries such as fixed nets oan be operated only in certain locations. 
e phySical oharacteristics of the shore line and bottom and the norml routes of 

migrating fish limit the areas where these fisheries can be operated. Under th 
(:)ld system of fisheries rights many such locations were IOOnopolized by other typ s 

r fisheries that did not require these exact locations. Consequently, ny fix d 
eta were placed in undesirable looations, and cons iderable loss of gear through 
~orm and tide damage was experienced. other factors influencing the selection of 

isheries for effioient utilization of water areas inolude tran portation, sho 
dl1ng faCilities, experience of resident fishermen, number 0 fisher n in the 

I Area, type and amount of fishing gear available, and the financing ava bl to 
oC81 fishermen. 

To achieve maximum sustained yield from water areas on B longtime basis cb 
r the fisheries conduoted must be operated at the optilmlm fishing tnt si ty • 

• eeshe fishing intensity will give max1mlID yield" for a short time but ill d pl 
-he parent stock, thus reduoing future yields or even destroying the fisheries. 

• has happened to several of the coastal fisheries in Japan under th old ri 
It.. On the other hand if a fishery is operated at less than opt 1.nt-

~ity, lllUilIJum production o~nnot be achieved and the production pot ntial of ot .. 
sheriee lilly be reduced. In this respect fisheries conservation dirt 8 sO:::lfJ'IIma 

01 ~ the conservation of most natural resources. Accurate determination or 0 

Bhlng intensity requires a great deal of scientlfic research and ccurste 
. : data. Neither of these have been maintained in Japan. In est bl 

ing intens1 ty for any given fishery the comniss10ns mlst for th 
·n th ' • e PIlat experiE'nce and observations of the COIIJII1ss1on 
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men, supplemented by t he advi ce of central and prefectural government techn1c1~. 
This technioal advice is proving t o be of limited value owing to the lack ot baCk
ground and accurate data. 

The fishing intensity can be r egulated by l imiting the total catch. limit1ng 
the length of season. restrict ing t he area of operations, restricting the type and 
size of gear. limiting the number of oper at ing unit s , or a combination of these 
methods. Owing to the charact eri stics of Japan's coas t al fi sheries, the Only 
method so far used in Japan with any degree of success i s the limit1ng of the num
ber of units. The practice of using everything taken regardless of species. the 
use of more than 3,000 coastal fishing ports as landing places , the lack of an ef
fective system for the immediate r eporting and compiling of catch data. and the 
almost total absence of an enforcement agency make any other system extremely dif
ficult to operate. The future regulation of the intensity will continue to be 
built around unit limitations; however, some season. area. and gear restrictions 
will be employed as supplemental means of regulation for nany f isheries. A few 
specialized fisheries. such as the pike mackerel. which are l anded at relativel1 
few places will be regulated by total catch regulations in the future. 

The second objective of the Fishing Grounds Planning is to prOlOOte the widest 
possible distribution of fishing rights ownership. Establishment of rights MUch 
are compatible with individual ownership is the major means of achieving this ob
jective. The larger rights such as large fixed nets, and conmunity-operated fish
eries such as beach seines are being arranged to encourage cooperat ive ownership 
where individual ownership is not feasible. 

When completed the Fi shing Grounds Plan will define the types and kinds of 
fisheries to be conducted in each Sea Area, the seasons when the vari ous fisheries 
are to be operated, the number and location of rights, the conditions of the right 
such as the size of net and species included in the right, the number of licenses 
be issued for each licensed fishery J the free fish~ries permitted in t he area. and 
any other stipulation considered necessary for the proper over- all management of t 
fisheries wi thin the Sea Area. The Plan will include only coastal wat ers and will 
not affect deep-sea fisheriec. 

The success of the planning will depend to a large degree upon how well the 
planners Can integrate the multi tude of fisheries in each Sea Area into an over-a I 
program. The same water area is used for numerous fisheries in nearly all of Japan' 
coastal waters. Sea cucumbers frequently are collected from the s ame area used to 
grow oysters, while the water over the oyster beds may also be utili zed for hook
and-line fisheries, and dip-net fisheries conducted for several speCies of fish. 
Seaweed beds are frequently spawning grounds, and the operation of t he beds IJ1lst 
mesh properly with the spawning seasons or future production will be seriouslyaf
fected. This problem is extremely complex but must be solved if production is to 
be maximized. Under the old system disputes were continually occurring and handi
capped production. 

The sea area boundaries were deSignated in May 1950 by the Minister of ~i
culture and Forestry. This deSignat i on was made according to the reconnendatlOns 
of central and prefectural government technicians and divides the coast line of 
Japan, into 79 Sea Areas. In August of 1950 the commission elections were held, an 
the commissions started preliminary work on the fishing grounds pla rming in Sept em 
ber of 1950. The fishermen in each fi sh ing community were asked to submit propose 
plans for the waters adjacent to their r espective corrn:nuni t i es. This request waS 
made through the fisheries cooperat i ves in t he villages. The pl ans were drawn up 
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by the -cooperatives and submitted to the Adjustment Commissions. While these plans 
were being compiled the commissioners visited the conmmities in the sea area and 
obtained all available information on the productive capacity of the waters. Govern
msnt technicians were consulted concerning any data that they could supply on the 
fisheries in the area. Such information included charts, chemical properties 01' the 

-water, past production records, and similar material. 

After reviewing the plans proposed for each locality the comm1ssi~llB began the 
task of dovetailing the various plans into one over-all plan for each sea area. Next 
the commiSSions held a series of public hearings in centrally located places through
out the sea areas to gi va fisherIl8Il a chance to voice their opinion concerning the 

.over-all plan for that area. In many instances two or more comnissions had to meet 

.as a unit to plan for fisheries extending over the boundaries of two or more areas. 
IrU.y of the commissions have maintained a roster of all resident fishermen, checking 

. -the names off as each fisherman voiced his opinion on the proposed plan. When the 
I ::final plan was completed the comnissions presented. it to the respective prefecture 1 

!f!:overnments for approval. Atter the prefectural government technicians reviewed the 
IPlans, they were approved by the governor if aoceptable. Those not considered sound 
~ere returned to the conmissions with recoIIm3nded ohanges and after consideration by 
.he commiSSions were resubmitted to the prefectural government for approval. Upon 
spproval by the governor plans are published in order that all fishermen may know 
.mat rights are to be available in the future. 

The Fisheries Law of 1949 stipulated that the reform measures of the La .. must 
be put into effect by March 15, 1951. The original schedule drawn up by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry for implementing the reform established January 1, 1951, 
ss the completion date of the Fishing Grounds Planning. The work involved in this 
planning was of such magnitude that compliance with this schedule proved impossible. 
'['he license fisheries proved to be the most difficult part of the planning program. 
'L'he schedule of implementation was revised in January 1951 and established Maroh 15, 
L952, as the completion date for the license fi sheries planning, and instructions 
lilEIre given the commissions to complete the rights fisheries plan as soon as possible. 
~e planning of the rights fisheries is now expected to be completed in July 1951. 

hree prefectures announced the completion of plans for their rights fisheries be
:rore April 30, 1951, and additional prefectures are publishing their completed plans 

ach week. 

The results of the work done to date indicate that the plarming program will 
ring about signifioant changes in Japan's coastal fisheries. In general, the com
ssions show a marked tendency to reduce the fishing intensity. In a considerable 

--1lDlber of sea areas the number of fixed nets established under the old system has 
een reduced by at least one-third in the new plan; thi s has penni tted the estab

.ishment of additional smaller nets near the shore and at the sane time is opening 
Jie way for establishment of additional trawling grounds in the bay. The new plans 
Iso show a tendency to consider larger areas as common fishing grounds, thus per
tting fishermen of several villages to operate c01Il!lX>n fisheries anywhere in the 
ter areas adjacent to any of the villages. The old system restricted the area of 

:])erations to the waters adjacent to the fisherman's own village. 

Numerous problems have arisen in the development of the fishing grounds plans. 
~e COmmiSSions report that a great many fishermen are deeply concerned over how 
lhey can justify to their ancestors the changes being made. This resistance to 
ba~e has been strong enough in some- areas to cause modifications of the plans. 
Sctlonalism has complicated the planning to some extent. Some comnissioners have 
efused to Consider the welfare of the entire sea area and have insisted on further
og the interest of their own cOImIlUIli ty at the expense of other commmities. H -
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ever, these instances have been f ewer t han might have been expected and have n~ 
had an appreciable effect on the pr ogram. Of course, the maj or problem in the 
planning is the one basic to all of Japan's econonw--more f i shermen than the re-
sources can support. The planning in itself cannot remedy this situation. 

While large-scale planned utilization of water areas is new and still in ~e 
experimental stage, it shows promise of increasing food product ion in coastal 
waters. The commissions have already shown that fishermen are more aware of ~ei 
problems and more capable of meeting them than was formerly believed. Much of the 
future ' success of the planning will depend on how well the government can enforce 
the program and regulations now being established by the commissions. 
NOTE: ALSO SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, APRIL 1950, PP. 71-2; MAY 1951, PP . 52-3. 

JAPANBE GOVERNMENT 

r\ 
Mexico 

FORMATION OF .AN INTERNATIONAL SHRIMP ASSOCIATION: 1m announcement that an 
agreement has been reached between the Mexican National Chamber of the Fishery 
Industry and the Texas Shrimp Dealers Association for formation of a Shnmp Asso
ciation of the Americas appeared in the July 27 issue of ExcelSior, a Mexicann9s 
paper. According to the article, the Texas delegation agreed at a three-day meet
ing in Mexico City to stop preSSing for Quotas or import duties on Mexican shrimp, 
a July 27 Americ~ consular dispatch from~xico City reports. 

The major purpose of the International Shrimp .Association is to advertise in 
order to increase the shrimp market in the United States and to improve the qualit 
of the product. 

The article states : "A recent meeting held i~ Mexico City in which industry 
members of both the American and Mexican shrimp industry partici pated may in all 
probablli ty lay the foundation for the creation of a Joint Shrimp Industry Comnis
sion of the Americas. 

"Due to what the American industry had considered as an alarming increase in 
imports of shrimp trom Mexico and other cOlmtries, there has been recent agitation 
by the American Industry in the Congress of the United States for either a tariff 
or a quota as a protective measure for the industry. Conferences held between the 
Mexican-American producers developed the thought that if the Ameri can Jnafket could 
be suffiCiently expanded through a jOint advertiSing campaign, financed by bOth 
segments of the industry, the need for a restrictive tariff or quota would not be 
necessary. A series of meetings started in Boston, Massachuset ts , in ~y and re
cently concluded in Mexico City give hope that the industry, as r epresented on 
both sides of the border, can and will work out their own problems without need 
of Government aid ••• " 

At the conclusion of the three-daY zooeting all parties concerned were in ac
cord that an International Joint Association should be formed to handle advertis1 
quali ty-control programs, and, such other programs as might be beneficial to the 
shrimp industry and to the consumer. It was agreed by the North American Delega
tion and stated by the PreSident· or the Texas Shrimp Dealers Association "that no 
pro-tariff legislation would be attempted pending the necessary time to form and 
put into action the jOint policies ~eed on at the Mexico City meeting." 

"These men, as representatives of the industry, firmly believe that they them 
sel ves Can handle their own program of market expansion and expl oitation to a poin 
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where neit:1er tariff nor quota need become necessary. The actions of these men -ill 
set a precedent fO:' closer. good re~ationship8 and barmny in the fisheries in which 
they are engaged Slnce it 1 s the fust time that any joint action has ever been at
tempted," the article concluded. 

* * * * * 
SHRIMP SEASON OPENING ON WEST COAST MAY BE ADVANCED BY 9B! MONI'F: An order 

which will advance approximately by one month the opening date, o~· shrimp season 
on Mexico's west coast was carried in the Diario Oficial of July 28. Prevlously I 
the outside waters (mostly in the Gulf of California) along the coasts of Nayarit, 
Sinaloa, Sonora, and the two Territories of Lower California were closed for the 
months of Julgust and September, a July 31 American consular dispatch from Mexico 
City points out. 

The present law now establishes a closed season for the month of August only, 
but provides that the Directorate General of Fisheries and Allied Industries should 
conduct studies and sampling procedures throughout August to determine whether the 
opening date should be the first of September or some time later during the IOOnth. 

* * * * * 
WORK ~ NAZATLAN :FREEZERS GOES FORWARD: New and reconditioned freezing plants 

lare expected to be ready for the opening of the shrimp fishing season on October 1, 
~951, at Mazatlan, MeXico, a July 7 American consular report from that city states. 
O()ne firm is now installing contact-type freezing uni ta. Shrimp can be frozen with 
-this system in three hours instead of 9 hours by the old system. Instead of freez
::'.ng 12 tons of shrimp a day, 15 tons can be frozen under the new method. The plant 
'*Ifill be ready for operation when the season begins. 

The construction of a new freezing plant by another firm is under way. An in
'Vestment of 1,500,000 pesos (US$173,400) is being made on the project. The company 
!:is formed by 15 members, who own 24 boats which will be placed in operation upon 
~mpletion of the plant. The plant will be able to freeze 15,000 pounds of shrimp 
and make 22 metric tons of ice daily. Storage capacity will be available for 60 
t::;ons of fresh shrimp. It is planned to be ready for operation by October 1, 1951. 

his plant is being constructed by boat owners as a protection to their interests, 
end to aVoid being forced to sell their shrimp at the convenience of the freezing 
_lants. 

Another firm, also constructing a freezer which is about to be completed, is 
~erimenting with methods used in the Mediterranean Sea for deep-sea shrimp fish

Lng. 

Total shrimp exports from Mazatlan for this season were estimated at 6,552,770 
unds as against 2,200,112 pounds exported last year. 
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French Morocco 

Wrench Morocco I s Annual Productior PRODUCTION OF FISHi£RY PRODUCTS, 1950: 
Production of fishery products in the French 
Zone of furocco during 1950 totaled 123,184 
metric tons, Vitued at 400,512,081 trancs 
(US$l,l44,320)_ Of this total, pilchard land. 
ings accounted for more than llO.OOO metric 
tons (see table) I while shellfish landillgs were 
less than .7 percent of the total. 

I&f Fishery Products by S )ecies ~ 1~ 
Species Production 

l'Ietri c Tons 
Fish: 

Anchovies · ......... 10 
Bonito · ............ 240 
Spanish ~ckerel ... 161 
Skates · ............. 296 
Pilchards • ••• It ...... llO,618 
Tuna ............... 1,978 
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,052 

Shellfish: 
Lobsters ........... 14 
Spiny lobsters ..... 20 
Shrimp · ............ 752 
Other .............. 43 

Total · ......... 123.184 

The leading ports were Sat1. Agad1r, and 
Mogador, according to an article 1n the May 
1951 issue of the French publicat1on, La NChe 
Mari time, La Peche Fluviale I &. La Pisc"1BuIiUi=e • - --- - - -----.;;;;;0;.;;;::_.' 
lICONVERS ION: 

Morocco 

350 METROPOL I T AN FRENCH FRANCS 
EQUAL US$1.00. 

SARDINE CANNING SEASON TRENDS PESSlMISTIC: Predictions regarding the French 
Morocco sardine canning season from Casablanca continue to be pessimistic, a June 2 
report from the American Legation at Tangier states. The present cost of 41-4:3 
francs (about 12 U.S. cents) for canned sardines has increased 24 percent w1thin 
the past year. Most canners are selling at a loss in foreign markets in the hope 
of recouping their losses on sales made to France under a contingent systmL In 
antiCipation of marketing diffiCulties, local banks are said to be tightening the 
canners' credit. The canners hope, however, to obtain some relief through a govern 
ment action to reduce prices on oil used in canning fish. 

The Spanish Zone's important fish canning industry is also experiencing a dif
ficult year. Spain's poor olive oil harvest in 1950 has not pennitted the call1lers 
to obtain sufficient quanti ties of this oil to JOOet their needs. In addition to 
this uncertainty, a particularly poor tuna catch and the future supply and price of 
tinplate contribute toward the canners' gloomy outlook. 

Norway 
HUGE SCHOOLS OF OCEAN PERCH REPORTED OFF NORTHERN NORWAY: Huge schools of 

ocean perch (rosefish) were reported off northern Norway by trawlers from West 
Germany during the first week in June, according to the June 20 Fiskaren, a Nor
wegian fishery periodical. The ocean perch were said to be so thick that the 
trawlers operated almost as dredges.. Many of the trawlers were headed for the 
Barents Sea, but went no further than the coast off Finnmark. 

Trawlers were reported to have filled their holds (of 200- and 250_metric-ton 

capeci ty) with fine, fat ocean perch in only ten hours. All the trawlers used a 
bottom trawl. 
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German biologists ascribe the abundance of ocean perch to the meeting of a 
.current with the much colder Arctic water. The fish, turned bacl~ by the latter Vlartl 

:Jllled up by the million."I, according to reports . ' 

* * * * * 
~ARY COI'1MODITY EXCHANGE AGREEMENT WITH YUGOSLAVIA: In an exchange of 

lIlotes, Norway and Yugoslavia on June 8, 1951, a t Oslo concluded a sup)lementary com
cnodity exchange agreement and also extended the exi s t ing payments agreement between 
tthe two countries. Signature by each country on that date made the agreement effec
ttive, but its provisions were made retroactive to J:-'Iay 1 , 1951 , and will remain in 
effect until April 30, 1952, according to a July 12 report f r om the .American Embassy 
at Oslo. 

Norwegian Fishery Exports to Yugosl avia Under the 1951 
Supplementary Comnodi ty Exchange Agreement 

Product 

Salted or dried herring and fish ••••••••••• • • ••••••••••• 
Medicinal cod-liver oil •••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 
Industrial fish and seal oil ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••• 
Fatty acids, alcohols, and other sperm oil products ••••• 
Fishing vessel engines •••••••••••••••••••• • • •••••••••••• 
Fishing tackle ••..•.•.•.•••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•. • . •.•.•••.•••• 

Q.uantity 
Metric Tons 

150 
200 
600 

Value 
u.s.$ 

50,000 
50,000 
10.000 

Yugoslavian exports to Norway will compr ise mainly minerals, woods, and cer
t ain unfinished agricultural products, while s everal fishery items are included in 
rugos1avia's imports of Norwegian products (see table). 

Following the conditions of the August 30, 1946, trade and payments agreement, 
t he provisions of the supplementary cOIll!Wdi ty exchange agreement will terminate on 

-t--he same day as the payments agreement, which may be cancelled upon a three months' 
11Lotice. 

Peru 
~ FISH MEAL BA.::>'"'E-COST HUCE :ESTABLISHED FOR EXPORT-DUTY ASSESSMl!:NT: In a 

~preme re5Olutio'ii of May 7, 1951, Peru established a new baS'e'-cost price for fish 
eal, a May 10 American consular report from Lima. states. Formally, base-cost 
rices on fish meal were fixed by Supreme Resolution No. 635, August 19, 1948, as 
5 5.00 soles (US$lO.34) per short ton for fish meal from fish residues, and 230.00 
ales (oo$15.34) per short ton for fish meal from whole fish. The new base-cost 
~ice for fish meal is 813.00 soles (US$53.66) per short ton (907 kilos and 184 

pcams), net weighto 

The assessment of the expol,'t tax on fishery products prescribed by Peruvian 
~w No. 10545, April 16, 1946, asserts that a 10 percent export duty on fish and 
Lshery products is to be assessed on the difference between the fixed base-cost 
r'ices at PerUVian ports and the declared f.o.b. export value. Exports of fish and 
LBhery products are subject also to t he payment of the additional 10 percent ad-
~orem eXport tax, which is payable when the export quotation exceeds by 25 percent 
~( e base-cost price fixed for the assessment of export dutieso 

aTE: VALUES CONVERTED ON THE BA S I S OF 1 PERUV I AN SOL EQUA LS 6.67 U.~. CENTS IN 1948, 
AND 6.60 U.s. CENTS I N 1951 . 
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Portugal 
COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN AUSTRIA AND PORI'UGAL: While DO tormal COJIDrc1al 

agreement has been signed , Portuguese and Austrian negotiators have submitted l1sts 
of connnodities to be exchanged by the two countries, a July 27 report trail the AllIer 
can Embassy at Lisbon points out. Approval of the agreement by the Auatrlan Ctb1na 
is still pending. The lists are separated into two categpri8s: those C~t1eB 
whose exchange the two countries wish to develop; and products tor which each OOWl

try wishes to be assured of an adequate source of supply. 

Austria's exports to Portugal will consist lOOatly of finished products and 
minerals, while the Austrian imports of Portuguese products .111 include several 
fishery products--fish meal (U,3$60,OOO) , fish 011 (l!:O metric tons), caDn8d M1'd1na 
(US$150.000). and other canned fish products (US$30,OOO). 

* * * * * 
PORl'UGUESE-ITALIAN ~ .AGREB:MENl' EXTENDED: The Portuguese-Italian CODIIIIl'cie 

trade agreement, initialed in ROIOO on February 18, 19!:O , has been extended with ceI 
tain modifications until February 18, 1952, according to a June 19 report :t'rm the 
American Embassy at Lisbon. The changing of Article 4 of the original agreflll8nt we 
the main modification. 

Under the new terms of Article 4, the two Govarmoonts undertake to authorize 
the importation and exportation of those products regulated by the grant1ng ot im
port licenses to the limit of the quantities and values agreed upon. Portuguese 
imports of Italian comoodi ties agreed upon under these terms are pr1ma..rlly t1n1she<l 
and manufactured goods, while several of the Italian imports will include Portugues 
fishery products (see table). 

Italian Imports of Portuguese Fishery Products Under Revised Trade 
Agreement Extending Until February 18. 1952 

Product Annual Quota 

~ar agar •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• • •.•.••.•••.•••• 
Fresh and frozen fish •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•••• 
~una in oil •••••••••••.•••.•••.•.•••• •••••.•.•.•.•.•.•••••• 
~a-llke fishes in oil •••••••••••••••• •.•.•••.•••••.•••••• 
~ardines in oil •••••.•.•••.•.•.•••.•••.•• •••••••••.•••••••• 
~illets of mackerel in oil •••••••• •••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
~alted anchovies ••••••••••••••••••••••••.• ••••••••••••••••• 
~alted. pressed, & pickled pilchards •••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Wi sh me al ••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

Metrio Tons 
-
500 

2,000 
500 

1,500 
500 
500 

1,500 

-

~ 10,000 
-
-
-
----

10 • .000 

A secondary category of commodities for which the importing country wishes to 
be assured of an adequate source of supply and the exporting country will grant 
licenses up to the specific amounts, entails the importation and exportation by thl 
respecti ve governments up to the limit of quantities and values agreed upon. The 
only fishery item included in this category is an Italian import of US$2oo,OOO 
worth of fish and other marine-animal oil from Portugal. 

Both Portugal and Italy will apply to the goods originating and proceeding 
from each country all the measures taken or to be taken in accordance with deci
sions of the OEEC. 
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EI Salvacbr 
U. S. TO SUPPLY FISHERY SPECIALIST: Under a Point IV fisheries agreement the 

United States will assign a technician to survey the fisheries and advise the h 
Salvadoran Government on developing its fishing industry. This agreement was ac
complished in an exchange of notes on July 19 between the Foreign Office of that 
country and the American Embassy, according to a July 20 dispatch from San Salvador. 
The U. S. fishery speCialist is L. S. Christey, of the U. S. Fish and \ ildlife Serv
ice, who is planning to leave for El Salvador on August 17 for a period of a year. 
l"ll'. Christey has been deputy Program Director of the U. S. Defense Fisheries Admin
istration since the establishment of +.hS!.t agency. 

Sweden 
IMPORTS ~ EXPORTS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS, 1949-~: Sweden during 1950 imported 

28,200 metric tons of edible fishery products as compared with 24,300 tons 1n 1949 
(table 1), according to a May 28 American consular dispatch from Gothenburg. The 
value of these imports rose from US$5,400,OOO in 1949 to US$6,900,OOO in 1950. 

Table 1 - Swedish Imports of Fishery Products--, 1949-50 

Q.uantity Value 
~ 1950 1949 1950 1949 

(Thousands of Metric Tons) (Millions of U.S.3;) 
Fresh and frozen fish.... ........ 7.1 6.5 1.6 1.6 
Salted, spioed and sugar-salted 

herring ••••••••••••••• ••••••••• 15.2 13.0 2.5 2.1 
other salted or dried smoked fish 

(except fresh dried) . .... ...... 0.7 0.5 0.1 0.1 
Fresh dried fish ••••••• •••••••••• 1.2 1.0 0.6 0.4 
Fish roe •••.•.••••••• ••.••••••••• 1.7 
Oysters, shellfish, mussels ...... 0.8 
Canned fish, shellf i sh ••••••••••• ~.;l~. ;.5---+-----:::7~it--~:;__r-~:""A1 

Total •.••...•....• ...•.•.•. ~ 28.2 

2.1 Y 0.3 
0.4 Ii 0.3 
0.8 II 0,6 

24.3 6.9 5.4 
U/SEPARATE INDIVIDUAL VALUES FOR THESE ITEMS NOT AVAILABLE. 

SweClish exports or edible fishery products dropped from 68,200 metric tons in 
1949 to 63,200 metric tons in 1950 and the value from US$7,900,OOO toUS$7,300.000, 
respectively, (table 2). Exports to the United States were valued at 00$600,000 in 
1950, twice as much as the previous year (US$300, 000) • 

Table 2 - Swedish Exports of Fishery_ Products 1949-50 

Type 

Fresh and fro f' h Sal zen 1S ............ . 
ted, spiced and sugar-salted 

ot~err1ng ••• , ••• , •••.• , •••• •••••• 
er( salted or dried smOked fish 
excent fresh d . d) "1 h40 rle •. • ..••••• • S roe " ........................ . 

vanned fish h Ilf' h , s e 1S ••••••••••• 
~Total • ............ .......... 

Q,uantity Value 
1949 1950 1949 1950 

(Thousands 
52.1 

of Metric To~ IlMilliOns of U. S.~) 
50.1 4.6 4.5 

7.7 

0.7 
2.7 

63.2 

14.9 

0.3 
0.7 
2.2 

68.2 

0.9 1.8 

- 0.1 
0.3 0.4 
1.5 1.1 

7.3 7.9 
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Thailand 
FISHING INDUSTRY SECOND ONLY TO AGRICULTURE: Fishing is one of the main oc

cupations of the more than 17 million Siamese people, particularly those dwelling 
in the 23 provinces bordering on the Gulf of Siam and the Indian Ocean. Second in 
importance only to agriculture, fisheries production is reported to be far in ex
cess of the local needs, according to a July 10 dispatch from the American Embassy 
at Bangkok. This city's 750,000 inhabitants are unable to consume the large qum
ti ties of fish landed locally during the peak of the production season. Consequent 
part of this production is salted and exported to such foreign markets as Hong Kon 
Singapore, and Indonesia. 

Production: Thailand 's 1949 fisheries catch totaled 195,840 metric tons with 
the ocean supplying about 77 percent of the total production (see table). The tren 

Thailand's Fisheries Production 
S ecies 1949 

1948-49 
1948 

is toward an expansion of fishery 
production--the 1949 production 
being nearly 30,000 tons greater 

Metric Tons Metric Tons than the previous year. This was 
Salt-water: 

Platoo Rastrelliger) 
Sharks •••••••••.••• 
Prawn &. shrimp ••••• 
Molluscs •••••• ,' •••• 
Crabs •••••••••••••• 
Others ••••••••••••• 

Fresh-water: 

43,750 
2,630 
8,750 

67,050 
1,650 

27,550 

29,055 
1,850 
8,801 

58,400 
1,373 

20,694 

Air breathers •••••• 20,470 17,883 
Crabs •••••••••••••• 3,850 2,656 
Prawn •••••••••••••• 2,030 2,912 
Others ••••••••••••• 18 110 17 400 

I--~~~~--~~~~~---
Total............ 195 840 161 024 

the most popular methods of fishing in Siam. 

Herring species are reported to be plen
tiful off both coasts, but as yet there are 
no fish canning or reduction plants. Produc
tion of fresh-water fish and shellfish is less 
than 25 percent of the total productiono 

Shellfish account for approximately one 
half of the total salt-~~ter production-- the 
leading speCies being molluscs, prawns, 
shrimps, and crabs. 

!~keting: The catch is generally de
livered to fish pier owners who act as fish 
C0mm+ssion agents or dealers in Thailand. 
Charges for vmtchmen, duty stamps, coolie 
serVices, and other expenses, plus a 10 per
cent COmmission for fresh fish and 8 percent 
commission for salted fish are deducted from 
the dealers' returns to the fishermen. !1any 
of these dealers have adopted the practice of 
selling the fishermen fishing supplies on ac
count and the cost of supplies is also deduc-
ted from the returns. 

due to increased landings of all 
species (sal t- and fresh-water 
fish and shellfish) except shrimp 
and prawn. 

The Platoo (Rastrelliger) is 
th,e most important fish in Siames 
trade and it is found in abundanc 
in the Gulf of Siam. This specie 
is taken off the West Coast ~om 
May to August, and during the fal 
off the east coast of the MUay 
peninsula. The fish are taken i 
tangle nets and bamboo stake trap 



AUgust 1951 

Fishery products 
are generally marketed 
fresh in Bangkok, al
though some of the .pro
duction during peak 
periods can be stored 
in cold-storage plants 
for later marketing. 
Cold-storage lockers 
are also available for 
rental by the fi sher
men. At a new fish 
market now under con
struction, there will 
be sufficient space for 
a new cold storage plant 
with a capacity of 1,000 
metriC tons and an ice 
plant. 

Fresh salt-water 

CO:rv.ili.ERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 

fish are practically DRYlNG RACKS FOR FISHING NETS AT SINGORA, THAILAND. 

unknown in the upper 
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inland regions of Thailand. Inadequate transportation facilities permtt only the 
marketing of smoked and salted fish in these areas o 

Vessels: Some of the v es sel s are equipped with 4O~60 h.p. motors. These are 
52-56 feet long, and from 25-30 gross metric tons. From 15,000-16,500 pounds of 
ice are carried by these boats f or preserving 300-350 baskets of fresh fish in their 
fish holds. 

Turkey 
!l!!. GOVERNMENT FISH AGENCY ES'I'ABLISHED: The Turkish Government has set up a 

. Directorate of Water Products and Fishing wi thin the past year, according to a July 21 
: report from the American Consulate at I stanbul. The new central organization is con-
. fin~ng its activities for t he moment to a study of problems rela~ing to the conser
~ahon of maritime resources. I t is also studying the development of the fishing 

. lndu~try , including ca nning and exportation of sea products and the securing of 
fOrelgn loans. Var ious fishery functions cOming within the province of this agency 

e th~ oparation of hydrobiological stations, sponsorship and establishment of co
oope~ah ve organizat i ons, and proposals regarding tax amendments and regulations re

atlng to the fisheries. 

United Kingdom 
. .2!NADIAN CANNED SALl"ION PURCI1ASES' Negot iat ions for the purchase of about 6,000 
vons 0 fed • b h 
Briti h M~~ ian. canned salmon from this year's catch have been concluded Y t e 

. s 1lJ.lllstry of Food t he July 21 issue of The Fishing _News, a British fishery 
oenodical ' , announces~ 
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This is a somewhat larger quantity than the Ministry bougllt from Canada last 
year. .Al though canning has already begun, the salmon will not be available for 
distribution in Great Britain until next year. 

• * * * * 
FISH AND YlARlNE ANIMAL OIIS, 1950-51: Production: Whale and sperm o11s mad 

up morethan-half of the United"'Kingdomfa 1950-51 fats and oil production. accord 
ing to an April report from the American ~assy at london. The prinCipal daDest 
source of this oil continued to be the catch of the United Kingdom whaling Ships 
foreign waters. While there is only a slight change in the total production of a 

oils and fats (vegetable. ani 
and marine), there have been 
significant changes in the ou 
put of the different o11s (ta 
1) • 

Table 1 ~nited Kingdom's Fats and Oils 
Productio 1 , 1950-51 with Comparative Data 

Average 
Tvpe 1950-51 1949-50 1934-38 

•• (in metrio tons) •• 
~erring it! ........... 3,000 2,000 Y 
~. . 1 9,000 8 000 8 O~ perm 01 •••••••••••• , , oY 
Whale Oill1 ••••• ~ •••• 77,000 80,000 157,00 3 
pther fats & 011 4 •••• 79,000 75.000 102,000 

Total ............ 168,000 165.000 267,000 
1I1NCLUDES cATCHES BY BRITISH-OWNED VESSELS AND LAND STA -

TIONS FLYING BR(TISH FLAG. 
Y100-200 TONS. 
]/1936-38 AVERAGE. 
1I1NCLUDES BUTTER, LINSEED OIL, AND SLAUGHTER FATS AND 

LARD. 

The total 1950-51 domest 
production 0 f all fats and 01 
was estimated at 168,000 tons 
Of this total, fish and wbale 
oils accounted for 89,000 to 
a 1 percent decrease ~~e 
1949-50 whale and fish oil pr 
duction. 

Whale oil production on 
March 3, 1951. was reported t 

be around 3,000 metric tons less than the previous year. On the other hand, sp 
oil as of the same date was alIoost 1,000 tons greater than the previous year. Th 
was also an increase of over 1,000 tons in the production of herring oil. A redu 
demand for the 1950 herring catch diverted more of this species of fish to oil a 
meal factories. 

Imports: Actual imports (excluding production of United Kingdom whaling sh1 
and land stat ions) of whale oil increased from almost 17,000 zootric tons in 1949, 
to 46,000 tons in 1950 (table 2). 

!Table 2 - Imports of Fish and M:lr1ne AniIIB.l Oils by Source, 1950 with Comparative Dat 
Type and Origin 1950 1949 

Whale oil. unrefined: (in metriC tonsl 
British whale f~sheries!l ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 110.281 106 , is] 
Falkland Isles1i............ ............................... 5,337 17,0& 
Foreign whale fisheries ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 45,800 15,02E 
Other foreign countries ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 300 1~5g 

Total unrefined •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 161.718 139~S~ 
Other fish and animal oils. (including fish-liver oils): 

Union of South Africa .17 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
British whale fisherie~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
other British countries •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Iceland •••.•••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••• 
Other foreign countries ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total .................................................. 
Total fish and marine animal oils •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total animal. fish. and marine oils •••••••••••••••••••• 

2,553 
3,283 
2,888 
2,974 
2.955 

14.653 
176.371 
235 301 

1,51E 
1l,96~ 
. 68~ 

6,56C! 
~ 

21.& 
16~ 

lINOT CONSIDERED AS AN IMPORT IN TABLE 1. _ 
~---------------------------~~~~-------------------------------------
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!xports : Animal and marine 011 exports were 15,000 metric tons in 1950 as com
pared with the previous season's exports of 10,000 metric tons. 

Prices: The British Ministry of Food contracted for the 1951 whale 011 catch 
by Britiah ships at itlOO (US$280) per long ton as compared with 180 (US$224) for 19 9. 
ImpOrts of Norwegian oil have also been contracted for at these quotations, an in
crease of 25 percent over the previous year. The bulk of the whale oil supplies 11 b 
marketed at these prices since the contracts were established before SOIl"'3 of the re
cent sharp price increases. Small supplies are nowbeing sold at nruch higher prices. 
COntracts have recently been made as high as ~ 70 (US$476) per long ton for shipment to 
Belgium, Denmark, and Germany. Prices during 1949 on the open market did not exceed 
IJOO (U5$280). Sperm oil prices are now about ~10 (US$308) per long ton eX-ship 
almost doub.'oe the sperm oil prices of l,50-68 (US$140.00-l90.40) in 1949-50. ' 

* * * * * 
SEA FISH INDUSTRY BIu.. .ENAC1'ED INl'0 LAW: The Sea Fish Industry Bill was enacted 

into laW O'ii"'Ma.y 10 this--year, states--aJuiie"'""8 American Embassy report from london. 
Known 8S the "Sea Fish Industry Act, 1951," this new law sets up and gives statutory 
powers to a WIli te Fish Authority to reorganize, develop, and regulate the white fi sh 
industry in Great Britain. 

The powers which the law proposes to give the Authority include among others the 
right to carryon research and experiments, to encourage coaperation in the industry, 
to promote exports, to provide processing plants, and to give assistance for the pro
vision of fishing vessels or processing plants. Th;is assistance may take the form of 
purchase of shares. The Authority may make regulations dealing with the handling of 
white fish, subject to ministerial confirmation and annulment by Parliament. Provi
Sion is also made for conferring additional powers on the Authority by means of sta
~utory schemes. 

In addition, the Authority is enabled to license fishing vessels engaged in 
catchln~ white fi she Licenses granted may be revoked only by the Court, and the 
Authority will not be able to refuse a license unless the applicant has already 
proved himself unsuitable. 

Although time must be given to the Authority to investigate and acquaint itself 
not only with the technical aspects of the industry but with those people actually 
engaged in the industry, it is the belief of many that in dt:.e c ClTse there ill be 
e. gradual and real improvement both in the status of fi sherman and the industry s 
e. whole. 

The introduction of the Act states: " ••• to make provision for the reorganiza
tion, development, and regulation of the white fish industry; to amend the law re
lating to fishery harbors the catching and landing of sea fish &.nd other matters 

fecting or connected wi ~h the sea fishing and whaling industry; to abolish the 
cottlsh Fisheries Advisory Council; and for purposes connected therewith." 

ACcording to this act "whitefish" means fish (whether fresh or preserved) ot 
Ie d · ' In found in the sea, except (a) herring; (b) any of the salm:>n species; or 
any species of trout which migrate to and from the seao 
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Uni on of Sooth Africa 
NEW WHALING CONPANY ESTABLISHED : A new whaling compa.cy has been e1fttuw .... 

i n Johannesburg with an authorized oa pital of l..l.,OOO,OOO (US$2,231,S70). 
and operate a whaling station at Salamander Bay , on the south shore ot ~ .... ~ 
Bay~ The factory plant, unobtainable i n South Africa , will be purchaH4 1a 
United States, according to the J une 1951 Fisheri es Newsletter ot the AD~~~ 
Director of Fisheries. The n ew oompany i s partly finanoed by Bri t1eh an4 VIttII 
States intere·sts. American plant and equipment suppliers will take abare. ill tile 
new company in payment. 

Gunners and other key personnel for the company will be provided by the .Ant
arctic pelagiC whaling fleet, whose off- season coincides with the s ix months shore 
whaling season in South Africa. 

This new company will make the third South Af'rica wl18l1ng compaIl1 now oper
ating in that country. One of the two others operates a pelagiC Antarctic ~
ition and two shore stations at Durban, and the second company operate8 a shore 
station at Saldanha Bay. 

,,) . 
\' I' 

!U- __ '~--

Zanzibar 
FISHERIES RESEARCH ON THE EAST AFRICAN COAST: The Inter-Territorial n1r1ne 

Fisheries Research organization--;)fthe East AfriCan High Comnis s ion has started 
operations with headquarters ~.n Zanzibar, a June 15 Ameri can consular report trom 
Mombasa, Kenya, pOints out. 

A deep-water survey is to be conducted to d1 scover the potentialities ot the 
oceanic waters outside the I ange of local fishermen and t o investigate oceanic pro 
lems of the East Coast of Africa. The project hopes t o discover the quantity of aJ 

particular species that might be of comnercial value not only tor tood but also fo 
byproducts, such as air bladders used for making isinglass, glandular ~acts, at 

The Reseal'ch, a ?O-foot vessel, used on previous expeditions will be used in 
these operations. The vessel has just been refitted and now carries two so-toot 
tangons for towing six fishing lines. 




