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PAdditions to the Fleet of U. S. Fishing Vessels

DECEMBER 1952 AND ANNUAL TOTALS 1949-52: A total of 29 vessels of 5 net tons

and over received their first documents as fishing craft during December 1952--L
less than in December 1951. Louisiana led with 8 vessels, followed by Florida
west coast with 6 vessels, and Florida east coast with 4 vessels.

During the 12 months of 1952, a total of 675 vessels were documented for the
first time as fishing vessels, compared with 780 vessels in 1951. Of the total
vessels documented during 1952, 438 were built in 1952, 64 in 1951, and the re-
mainder (173) in years prior to 1951.

¥essels Obtaining Their First Documents as Fishing Craft, December 1952 and
Annual Totals 1949-52
1 December Alninsul gl 2T o t.oa 1.8
Section 1952 | 1951 | 1952 | 1951 | 1950 | 1949
Number | Number | Number | Number | Number| Number
BRGNS, o os s one aise siaieieineisn s - il 30 36 36 35
el gl vl AR S S S B 2 - 26 34 L5 WA
BHESETEORE Toeaseesssssoasesssssin 2 4 65 36 81
PRI ISR T 10 o o'socenonssscsonne 5 5 89 118 153 &/
BRI S | 17 i@ Py | agmend] 2187 509
I NC O RS L S e /el ainio s asials oo ns 3 8 203 284 2311 327
e R lCES Y e s e a0 aesesis sl ssn - - 13 25 12 38
AILEETRE o S e D PR - 3 88 71 83 96
Hawaii 990099 OOOGEOEOLOEOLEOSEOSEOTSIBOBEOBSREOOSOOES b O o 3 Ll— 5
BT TENTIRa S o e s = o ols/s o s o0 i o8 s o o e - - - - - 1
Total 0000000000000 000000000 29 33 675 780 812 11002
1/ DATA FOR SOUTH ATLANTIC AND GULF COMBINED PRIOR TO 1950,
NOTE: VESSELS HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE VARIOUS SECTIONS ON THE BASIS OF THEIR HOME PORT.

Federal Purchases of Fishery Products

FRESH AND FROZEN FISH PURCHASES BY DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, JANUARY 1953:
The U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps in January 1953 purchased 1 558 172 pounds of
fresh and frozen fishery products for

the military feeding of the Army, Na- Purchases of Fresh and Frozen Fishery
vy, Marine Corps, and Air Force (see Products by Department of the Army
table). This was an increase of 40..4 (January 1953 and 1952)
percent in quantity and 33.1 percent QUANTITY VALUE

in value as compared with purchases in January January
December 1952, but a decrease of 32.2 1953 1952 1953 1952
percent in quantity and 22.6 percent Lbs. Lbs. $ $

in value from January 1952 purchasés. [1,558,172| 2,317,411 | 840,016 | 1,084,996




36 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 15, uow

An average price of 53.9 cents per pound was paid for fishery products pur-
chased in January 1953, and 46.8 cents in January 1952. This is an increase of
15.2 percent, a good indication that there were purchases of higher-priced fish-
ery products this year.

Metal Cans--Shipments for Fishery Products, 1951-52

Shipments of metal cans for fishery products during thel2
months of 1952 totaled 107,856 short tons of steel as compared
with 105,704 short tons of steel during the year 1951, accord-
ing to a February 18 report issued by the Bureau of the Census.

NOTE: STATISTICS COVER ALL COMMERCIAL AND CAPTIVE PLANTS KNOWN TO BE
PRODUCING METAL CANS. REPORTED IN BASE BOXES OF STEEL CONSUMED IN THE
MANUFACTURE OF CANS, THE DATA FOR F ISHERY PRODUCTS ARE CONVERTED TO
TONS OF STEEL BY USING THE FACTOR: 23.0 BASE BOXES OF STEEL EQUAL ONE
SHORT TON OF STEEL.

Michigan’s Great Lakes Catch of Larger Species Declining

Michigan's catch of the larger fresh-water fish species (lake trout andwhite-
fish) in the Great Lakes has been declining in recent years, while the catch of
smaller species (smelt, herring, and chubs) has been increasing. The principal
reason for this trend is the sea lamprey which has nearly wiped out lake trout pop-
ulations in all the Great Lakes except Lake Superior. Recent reports indicate the
sea lamprey is on the increase in Lake Superior also, states the Michigan Depart-
ment of Conservation in a recent news bulletin.

The total volume of the catch in the Great Lakes has changed only slightlyin
recent years, but the value has dropped as the larger and more valuable species
are being replaced by the smaller and less valuable species. This means reduced
income to the fishermen.

\\
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New Bottom-Fishing Area Discovered Off California Coast

A new bottom-fishing area has been discovered recently off the California
Coast by a research team of commercial fishermen and the California Department of
Fish and Game. The new grounds (about 600 square miles 140 to 350 fathoms deep)
lie 25 to 30 miles off the coast from Morro Bay and Avila. The potential of this
bottom fishery is estimated at $3 million annually, reports the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game in a February 11 news release,

Two vessels, the Alamo and Empire II, were used in. the three-day survey
which produced the find. A State biologist reported "mature and heavy Dover soles
were found in quantity and plenty of rockfish were taken, indicating that summer
trawling might be as rewarding as that off Eureka."
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The research cruise was completed early in February. The two boats used spe-
cial deep-trawling gear and tested Santa Lucia Bank and its shoreside trough. Ob-
jectives were to check potential fishery resources and determine if commercial
trawling grounds existed in these deep waters.

The commercial captains, both Fureka fishermen, volunteered their vessels
for the research cruise, and the Department's Marine Fisheries Branch assigned a
biologist and supplied nets for the experimental deep-water drags.

North Pacific Exploratory Fishery Program

"JOHN N. COBB" TO EXPLORE COMMERCIAL SHELLFISH RESOURCES IN SOUTHEASTERN A-
LASKA (Cruise No. ;57? The commercial possibilities of shellfish resources in
Southeastern Alaska again will be explored by the Service's exploratory fishing
vessel John N. Cobb on a cruise that began at Seattle, Wash., on March 2. Par-
ticular empha81s s will be placed on finding areas containing shrimp in commercial
quantities. This will be the fifth in a series of similar exploratory cruises.

The vessel will commence explorations in Yakutat Bay, fishing both inside and
ocean waters in the region, and then will fish certain bays in the Cross Sound area,
and off the west coast of Chichagof Island, particularly in the Khaz Bay area.
Beam trawls and shrimp traps will be used. Bottom characteristics will be deter-
mined by use of a recording depth-finder, and water temperatures and bottom samples
will be obtained at each fishing station.

g

Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations

"CHARLES H. GILBERT" FINDS MANY SMALL SCHOOLS OF TUNA WEST OF HAWAII (Cruise
No. 1) A surprlslngly large number of small schools of sklpjack and yellowfin
tuna were found in the area west of Hawaii and Lanai Islands as far as 150 miles
offshore by the Service's Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations research vessel
Charles H. Gilbert on a cruise completed on February 1l4. This was the third tuna-
survey by this vessel for signs of skipjack schools in waters north and south of
the Hawaiian Islands to a distance of 150 miles.

Preliminary tests on the use of chemical fish attractants in place of live
bait were also carried out. It is planned to further explore the use of the tuna
attractant developed at Coconut Island by Dr. Albert Tester of the University of
Hawaii. If the fish extract can be successfully applied at sea to take the place
of live bait in "chumming" for skipjack, it will have wide applicationhere and off
the west coast of the United States as well. Several tuna were captured alive and
put in the ponds at the University of Hawaii Marine Laboratory at Coconut Island
for further testing with the chemical attractant.

In addition, a wide variety of biological specimens were obtained including
the uncommon snake mackerel made famous in the accounts of Kon Tiki expedition.

Several bands of humpback whales were observed off Molokai and the Kona coast of
Hawaii.,

These survey cruises will continue intermittently duringthe winter andincrease
later in the spring when the skipjack normally appear in abundance around the Is-
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lands. These surveys carried out as part of a joint program with the Territory
Fish and Game Division are designed to study the possibility for an expansion of
the tuna fisheries around the Hawaiian Islands. The scientists of both depart-
ments are determined to discover where the skipjack go in the winter and whether
or not the fishery can be extended over a larger portion of the year than at the
present time.

3T

WHUGH M. SMITH" (Cruise No. 19) AND SAMPAN "TRADEWIND" FISH TUNA IN LINE IS~
LANDS AREA: A one-month commercial tuna-fishing trip to the Line Islands area
was completed February 12 by the Hawalian sampan Tradewind and the Service's
Facific Oceanic Fishery Investigations research vessel Hugh M. Smith. Both ves-

sels caught 22 tons of yellowfin tuna and 2 tons of market fish.

The Tradewind fished for tuna with live bait. Its Captain reports that
bait (mostly mullet, Mugil longimanus) of suitable size for yellowfin fishing
was scarce at Palmyra Island, but easily obtained at Christmas and Fanning islands.
Surface schools of yellowfin tuna were small and scattered; no large concentra=
tions were encountered, although more schools were observed in the Palmyra area
than at the other islands. About half of the 14 tons of yellowfin tuna was
caught off Palmyra Island and half off Fanning Island. The two tons of market
fish, mostly papio (Caranx sp.), were taken at Christmas Island.

The Hugh M. Smith on this cruise carried out a program of experimental long=-
line fishing, surveyed the oceanic conditions surrounding the islands, and in-
cidentally supplied fuel and ic€ to the Tradewind. While the live-bait fishing
of the sampan was not outstanding, the experimental long-line fishing by the
Hugh M. Smith showed yellowfin tuna catches as high as 14 and 19 fish per hun-
dred hooks. This indicated a high abundance of subsurface yellowfin tuna in the
waters close to the islands. The total catch of 8 tons of yellowfin tuna (in-
cluding shark-eaten fish) by the Hugh M. Smith were delivered to Kauai for can-
ning. The main purpose of the research vessel's cruise was to learn something
about the distribution of tuna about the islands instead of trying to catch the

maximum amount of fish.
lhit7/
\é

Pennsylvania’s Commercial Fish Catch in Lake Erie, 1952

The total catch of fish in Lake Erie by Pennsylvania commercial fish compa-
nies in 1952 totaled 2,211,835 pounds (see table), with an ex-vessel value of

Pennsylvania's Commercial Fish Catch in Lake Erie, 1952
Species Quantity Value
Lbs.
Blue pike LRC B IR I BB BB R R NI B B R R R I I I N I N B R Y 1’1[&’297 203’153
Ye.llow'perch L L B B I BB B B B L L B B I B B IR R N N A 1%’268. 22,150
Whlteflsh LR BB N R R B B B B B B B N B B O B N I R 808’hlh 398,061
Cisco or lake herring o i e e seees e aiuele v duiatiuas 31,020 12,928
Yellow pike (pike perch) 9ecs s ecesscesesescsnnRBseee 21,0“2 5,603
CatfiSh LN BN B N NN I B R B BB B BB B B L B B BN B R A 2’322 Mo
girp B B B B N B N B N RN R R R B B B BB BB B I BB B B BRI N BN R RN RN B Y 598 l%
urgeon C I N IR B I R B B B B B B B B B L R I R O h05 BL
Burbot B9 9 0 0 0 0BT T NN NN e 26,96“: 539
Mullets L N N B B I B B B R B B R B B N B B NN R R R B 10’86 3 l ."
Sheepshead or gray Das8s cessssseasssseanssalisssone 9,3 2
White bass L B BN I R R B B B I BB BB B B BB B BB B N BB A A 1‘9,801 8’&-08
Smeltl CIC R B I I B I I I R B BB R B B B B B BN BB N BN N NN Sm 10
Total 90 09 00 0GBV BB OBN PRIV ESDLBESIBOOSRLS 2;21;,835 652.285
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$652,285, according to a recent bulletin from the Pennsylvania Fish Commission.
Gill nets accounted for 90 percent of the volume (1,995,657 pounds) and 9L per-
cent of the total value ($612,726). Trap nets caught épercent of thetotal catch
(140,800 pounds) and 4 percent of the value ($23,190), while pound nets accounted
for the remaining 3 percent of the catch (75,378 pounds) and 2 percent of the val-

ue ($16,369).

Shrimp Production for South Atlantic and Gulf States, 1952

Estimated shrimp production in the South Atlantic and Gulf States duringl1952
amounted to about 199,400,000 pounds (table 1). September and October were the

Table 1 - Shrimp (Heads on) Production for South A& antic and Gulf States
___(By Months and St

North South Mississippi
Month Carolinag/ Carolina Georgiaé/ Florida Alabama | g Iouisiana Texas
Ths. Ths. T5s- Ts. TEs. Tbs. Tbs-
JATUALY s sees o - 10,000 - 3,858,559 118,440 4,671;300( 5,267,843
February ..eee 13,520 - 3,028,640 158,340 7,809,648 5,452,610
March .ccceses 20,160 3,439,554 213,780 3,276,840| 2,558,014

16,632 50,400| 1,599,718 245,070 | 3,537,786| 2,975,109
123,144 | 188,496| 2,579,097 112,350 | 7,943,807 3,959,412
405,552 | 336,000 2,750,586 505,260 | 8,160,075 | 3,514,438
456,288 | 187,200| 2,478,700 | 1,213,632 | 7,778,001 | 4,237,840
514,920 | 204,960| 2,850,512 | 1,396,382 | 8,836,317 5,622,041

1,016,064 | 453,600 2,735,112 | 1,125,519 | 10,318,623 | 9,14k,546
905,520 | 394,800| 1,796,474 | 1,237,152 | 11,794,440 8,230,454
291,480 | 189.840| 3.656.312 | 47600,000 | 4/7,300,000| 4,030,570

April cecosese
May cecccececns
JUNE seecnsese
JUlY Leeevacoe
AUgUSt caecsee
September ....
October e¢.c...
Novemter .....
December cesse| , = 2/139,900 62,16C’ZQAJOO,OOO 5/2OQJOOO 5/6,500,000 4,299,554
State Totals . [%'5,920,000 | 3,913,180 2;367.456T32,873,264 7,125,925 | 87,926,738 159,292,431
1/PRELIMINARY.

2/DATA NOT AVAILABLE BY MONTHS.

3/BASED ON SALES OF PREPAID TAX STAMPS INSTEAD OF ACTUAL LANDINGS.

Q/BASED ON AN ESTIMATE DERIVED FROM FISHERY MARKET NEWS SERVICE RECORDS OF DAILY LANDINGS.

5/ESTIMATED.

NOTE: AS REPORTED BY RESPECTIVE STATE AGENCIES. ORIGINAL DATA IN BARRELS; CONVERTED TO HEADS-ON SHRIMP ON

BASIS OF 210 POUNDS PER BARREL (EQU!VALENT TO 125 POUNDS HEADS-OFF SHRIMP). TO CONVERT HEADS-ON DATA TO
HEADLESS SHRIMP, MULTIPLY BY .595.

months of heaviest production, while March and April were the lowest months. Lou-
isiana was the leading producer of shrimp, followed by Texas and Florida.

Table 2 — Shrimp (Heads on) Production for South Ztlantic & Gulf States, 1950-52

State 19521/ 19511/ 1950

Lbs. Lbs. Lbs.
N P elirn et tsbusnnsaantnsa 25,520,000 | 6,502,400 | 8,311,300
B Corolina saasbevbssbeasnsnsnnsne] 23,913,180 | 1,729,793 | 7,746,400
Georgia S8 eSS et EE IR0 R SRR RSRRLISIOLTES 2,367,L56 3,596,880 11,156,700
B L e L L e e s, | 33,319,598 | 22,906,100
R L L B L3, e 00k 5,641,924 | 5,006,500

e A

B el B 96,857 | | 93,172,000 73132%:{88
Texas 500000000000 000 0000008000000 00S0 59-292,431 60.637,746 145,812,0\30
B D .. . 199,019,093 | 205,000,341 {188,331, 300

1/ PRELIMINARY.

2/ BASED ON AN ESTIMATE FROM F|SHERY MARKET NEWS SERVICE RECORDS OF DAILY LANDINGS.

3/ DECEMBER LANDINGS ESTIMATED FROM FISHERY MARKET NEWS SERVICE RECORDS OF DAILY LANDINGS.

4/ BASED ON SALES OF PREPAID TAX STAMPS.

NOTE: AS REPORTED BY RESPECTIVE STATE AGENCIES. ORIGINAL DATA IN BARRELS; CONVERTED TO HEADS-
| ON SHRIMP ON BASIS OF 210 POUNDS PER BARREL (EQUIVALENT TO 125 POUNDS HEADS-OFF SHRIMP). TO
| CONVERT HEADS-ON DATA TO HEADLESS SHRIMP, MULTIPLY BY .595.
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When compared with the record-production year of 1951, shrimp production in
1952 dropped almost 3 percent, attributed mainly to a decline in Louisiang land-
ings (table 2). But shrimp production in 1952 was almost 6 percent greater than

in 1950.
Shrimp Vessel Operators Advised by

Texas Banks of Possible Loan Action

Certain banks in Texas, holding mortgages or notes against shrimp vessels,
have advised vessel owners that their loans or notes will be declared in default
if the vessels are seized by Mexican authorities within 10 miles of the Mexican
coast, except in case of emergency. This information was received by the Serv- -
ice's New Orleans Market News Service office. The following is an excerpt from
the notification forwarded to owners of shrimp vessels who have loans from these
Texas banks: ~

"You are hereby advised that you or your crew members are forbidden to take
this boat, which is mortgaged to our bank, closer than ten (10) miles to anypart.
of the Mexican coast at any time (except in case of emergency for repairs or due
to bad weather). Should you or any of your crew members violate this stipulation
and take the boat in closer to the Mexican shore than this ten-(10) mile limit,
our bank shall then declare our note in default and shall demand from you payment

in full of your note to us."
U\
q

Wholesale and Retail Prices j

WHOLESALE PRICES, JANUARY 1953: A seasonal decline in production was re-
sponsible for increases in the wholesale prices for edible fishery products from
December 1952 to January 1953+
But compared to the previous
year, prices were somewhat
lower. The edible fish and
shellfish (fresh, frozen, and
canned) wholesale index for
January 1953 was 110.5 percent
of the 1947-49 average (see
table)-=5.6 percent higher
than in December 1952, but 3.5
percent below January 1952,
the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics of the Department of La=
bor reports.

PRATT - S

UNLOADING FISH AT THE FULTON MARKET, CHICAGO, ILL. For the drawn, dressed,
or whole finfish subgroup i-
tems, average wholesale prices in January increased 8.2 percent over the previous
month, but were 13.9 percent under a year earlier. Western halibut at New York
City was the only item under this subgroup which dropped in price from December
to January. Whitefish at Chicago jumped 71.7 percent as supplies became short,
and the ex-vessel price for large offshore haddock at Boston rose 16.2 percent.

Fresh processed fish and shellfish prices were 7.5 percent higher than in
December and 11.9 percent higher than in January 1952. Fresh haddock fillet prices

& |
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were up 42.5 percent over December, but were 15.4 percent below January 1952,
Fresh shrimp prices increased 10.7 percent from December to Januaryand were 50.5
percent higher than a year ago. Shorter supplies and an exceptionally good de-
mand have kept shrimp prices at a very high level for the past number of months.
Shucked oysters declined slightly in line with the usual seasonal trend.

Table 1 - Wholesale Average Prices and Revised Indexes for Edible Fish and Shellfish,
January 1953 and Comparisons

Group, Subgroup, Point of Avg. Frices Indexes
and Item Specification Pricing |Unit ($) (1947-49 = 100)

i;;;i} ?ec. fan. Dec. [ Nov. [Jan,

. 952 11953 1952 | 1952 |1952
QEL FISH AND SHELLFISH (Fresh, Frozen, and Canned) ........................[..... 110.5 ,I%ZTB i%%TZ 114.5
Eresh and Frozen Fishery ProductS: .eueeeseessesosscsocasssce S re s sae e 100003 [REE11T53 105, 81725

Drawn, Dressed, or Whole Finfish: e.ceeeeeeesecesccenans Ll a i csnsnienss (1275 A TORE] 138611367
Haddock, large, offshore, drawn, fresh ........] Boston ThHE 23] 3 131EY 113.3] 177.0[174.7,

Halibut, Western, 20/80 lbs., dressed,

O PR IO ZOT Na a's'a e s osio nisia'sis smaan sasensans] Nelelo n 33| .34 |103.2 104.5| 137.0|102.2
Salmon, king, lge. & med., dressed,

PO EROZEN Nale o6 s 4 510e minie!s'sie /s b a/arern alaialia s s dls LU n L9 .49 [110.7 3/109.5 109.71120.9
Whitefish, mostly Lake Superior, drawn

QBB SEl TMIITaSTit, o te's de'sie als auiais aviasmsiasaen ses] Chicago | M 58| W34 |142.5 83.0| 109.1(156.2

Whitefish, mostly Lake Erie pound or gill
PO LA SRR LERHI o ole /s e sle o wiorvisls s eie n woisa s nes] NoXsls | M A9 .48 | 99.1 96.1| 94.0| 88.0)
° Lake trout, domestic, mostly No. 1, drawn

(EESH0d) SRFreahil o /s simsisainbesisisisisansssipns| §:Chicago | . 61| .61 [124.0| 124.0| 120.9(129.1
Yellow pike, mostly Michigan (Lakes Michigan
MR O RN ROUI - ETESH s ws s sesiossnsosssisnsss] NeYsle " A1l <39 | 96.1 Ol.4 | 96.1| 99.7

Processed, Fresh (Fish and S HEIIEESE) Hs B s st s e s e dian: ] 1952 116.5] 113.8[111.9
Fillets, haddock, sml., skins on, 20-1b. tins..,] Boston 1b.| .39| .27 [131.0 91.9 | 129.3|154.9
Shrimp, lge. (26-30 count), headless, fresh

B L ELED T et s lu'u s luiale o K alelo s e'n a'al0ie s s ;000 waesosssel " NoXasls i «78| .70 |122:5 110.7| 96.4] 8l.4
Oysters, shucked, standards ...cscecocsscecscess] Norfolk
area gal.| 5.13] 5.25 |126.8 129.9] 129,9]136.1

BHOEESReA R FoZen | | Floh ardISHEVIPISH) T J.ote s e ssseans sonsavasassasssssassas |113D 110.9 | 102.8[110.5
Fillets: Flounder iyellowtail5, skinless,

HO=ABG PRI o v siaiels s 600 5 cisvinensone sss] BOSLON 1bs 34| .34 |119.2 119.2 | 119.2|143.7
Haddock, sml., skins on, 10-1b.

C e O D RO e e o e ey o u @ o 50,0 @ .58 i " 2510 27 1920 98.5| 93.9|122.7
Ocean perch, skins on, 10-1b, cello-
P R o e ke emiutntan aca s wiaimisin'n i miniets « wiof GLOUCES O | 2| W24 1144 114.4 | 114.41125.2
Shrimp, lge. (26-30 count), 5-1b. PKEZe eee.es.o Chicago | " <79 73 11 LL 111.8] 94.9| 84.8
SO S h pl T DO S IR T L e ie) o oinion el Als (05 4 &/co M e 8 clanla o o sia s s niasnisssssnsnannss | T7e0 94,6 | 94.7] 98.9
Salmon, pink, ho. 1 tall (16 oz.), 48 cans |
PBP (CASE soessciessesmensscsscasansennnssasion «ss] Seattle |case|19.71F18,71 |104.4 99.1| 99.1]109.6
Tuna, light meat, solid pack, No. % tuna Los
TR =) B CATIS | B CABE! s s assins asansaenss sy Angeles| " |14.50|14.50 | 90.5 90.5] . 90.5| 81.2
Sardines (pilchards), Calif., tomato pack,
No. 1 oval (15 o0z.), 48 cans per Case ..ceec.e.ed " " 9.15] 9.25 |106.8 108,0| 109.4(102.2
Sardines, Maine, keyless oil, No. % drawn
(3% 0z.), 100 cans per Cas€ ei.c..ceesssesosesd  NoYuCo | " | 7.45] 7.20 | 79.3 76.6} 76.6/102.7

1/REPRESENT AVERAGE PRICES FOR ONE DAY (MONDAY OR TUESDAY, IF AVAILABLE) DURING WEEK BEGINNING JANUARY 12.
2/REVISED. -

Higher frozen shrimp prices (8.3 percent over December) were entirely respon-
sible for the 2.4 percent increase in the processed frozen fish and shellfish
prices from December to January and for the fact that the average prices for this
subgroup were 2.8 percent higher than a year earlier. Frozen haddock fillets
dropped 6.6 percent in January, while fillets of flounder and ocean perch remain-
ed unchanged. Heavy stocks of frozen groundfish fillets adversely affected the
market for frozen haddock fillets. On the other hand, unusually low inventories
have kept frozen shrimp prices at very high levels during recent months. Janu-
ary prices for all frozen fillets were substantially lower than a year ago.

Canned fishery products average prices rose 3.2 percent from December toJan-
uary. The largest increase was for Maine sardines--13.5 percent. Pink salmon,
the only other canned item to increase, rose 5.3 percent. Canned tuna sold at De-
cember prices, while California sardines sold 1.1 percent lower. January 1953
canned fish prices were 1.3 percent lower than in the same month in 1952 due main-
1y to substantially lower quotations for Maine sardines and slightly lower prices
for canned pink salmon.





