
Editor's Comments 

Some ABC's of Editing 

• The appearance of "Some ABC's 
of Fo'c'sle Living" in this month 's 
number of Marine Fish eries R (' I'iell' 
is the outcome of cooperation among 
several insti tutions and i ndi viduals. 

Co-author A. K. Larssen was 
comm issioned by the University of 
Alaska's Marine Advisory Program 
to write the manuscript with the editor­
ship of Sig Jaeger, then with the 
Sea Grant Advisory Program at the 
University of Washington, Seatt le. 
Thanks are due John P. Doyle , Head, 
Marine Advisory Program, and Assis­
tant Professor, Fisheries Extension, 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks; 
Robert E. Harris, Manager, Marine 
Advisor) Programs, Di vision of 
Marine Resources, University of 
Washington; and Patricia Peyton, 
Editor, Washington Sea Grant Prog­
ram, University of Washington, for 
their assistance with the manuscript. 

The Washington Sea Grant Prog­
ram, the Pacific H alib ut Commis­
sion, Seattle, and the authors provided 
photographic assistance for illustrative 
purposes. 

• In our own shop, Willis L. H obart , 
Managing Editor of Marine Fisheries 
Rel'iel\', and Harold L. Spiess, Visual 
Information Specia list, prepared the 
manuscript for publication. 

• I first read "Some ABC's of Fo'c's le 
Living" about 18 months ago and 
could hardly restrain my editorial 
greed. A lifetime of reading has led 
me to the conclusion that about the 
o nl y universal hallmark of an interest­
ing manusc ript is that it is a manu cript 
written by an interest ing man, or men. 
Subject matter and s kill of treatment 
(although they are both plus fac tors) 
seem not to be of overridin g 
importance . It was obvious from th e 
manuscript that A . K . and Sig we re 
interesting men , writing with candor 
and good humor about a way of life 
active, hard , and. they fo und, reward­
ing. 

• A . K. La rssen has had wide ex­

Larsse" 

peri e nce in com­
m e r c i a l f is hin g 
with va ri ous types 
of gea r . F r o m 
1920 to 1935 he 
fis hed hi nati ve 
Norwegian wate rs 
fo r cod, haddock, 
sai the, a nd herri ng. 
F r o m 1938 to 
1964 he fished th e 

western U .S. coast fo r halibut, sa lmon, 
albacore. soupfin shar k , rockfis hes, 
and sablefish. H is gear expe ri ence in­
cludes longlines, ha nd lines, gi ll nets 
(drift/bottom), purse sei ne, otter trawl , 
and jig lines . H e has also participated 
in salmon tagging o n the high eas 
with the Fisheries Re ea rch I n titute, 
Seattle , Washington, and acted as 
supervisor of fishi ng operation on the 
R/V A 111011 81'111111 in the Bay of Bengal 
and off the coast of South America for 
the National Science Foundation . On 
board the R/V H ero, he served in the 
same capacity off the South Shet land 
Is lands and the Antarctic Peninsul a . 
Now re tired. he was a Fishery Met hods 
and Eq uipment Specialist with the 
U.S. Bureau of Commercial F ish­
eries (now th e National Ma rine F ish­
eries Serv ice) from Apri l 1965 to 
J une 197 1. H e is curre ntl y associa te 
edi to r , T he Fishermen's N('II 'S, Seattle, 
a nd a cont ribu tor to Fiskare ll . Be rgen, 
Norway, MEA, Tro ndhe im, o rway, 
and Weslem Vikillg, Seattl e. 
• Sig J aege r was also born in Norway . 

Jaeger 

but was r aise d 
and edu cated In 

the U ni ted Sta tes. 
receiving hi s B.A . 
fro m the U ni ve r­
sit y of W ashingto n 
in E n g li s h . H e 
co mpl e t e d t wo 
yea rs of gradu ate 
wo rk , in 195 2. in 
co mp a r a ti ve lit ­

erature a nd creati ve writing. He wa a 
fi herma n from 1947 through 1956, a 
fis h ing vessel own er a nd operator, 1957 
through 197 I. He has used sardine 
purse seine gea r, lo ngline gear for 
ha libut and bl ack cod , trolling gear 
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fo r albacore, dredgin g gea r fo r scal­
lo ps, a nd engaged in lo ngline pot­
fis hin g gea r fo r bl ack cod in coopera­
ti o n with th e N ati o nal Marine Fi sh­
eri es Service. Presentl y, he is serving 
as a consult a nt to the U ni ve rsit y of 
A laska's a nd U ni versit y o f W as hing­
to n 's M arine Ad viso ry Programs. He 
is the a uth or of seve ra l pa pe rs o n fi sh­
ing meth ods. 
• "Some A BC's of Fo'c's le Li vin g" 

fi rst came to my attenti o n in my 
capacity as a mem ber of the PASG A P 
Pu bli cations (now Communi cati o ns) 
Committee. P AS GAP ( P acific 
Sea Grant A d visory Progra m ) is a 
coali ti o n of the U ni ve rsity of Al aska. 
U ni vers it y of Cali fo rni a, U ni ve rsity 
of Southern Cali fo rni a, U ni ve rs it y of 
Hawaii. Orego n State U ni ve rsity, 
Hum bold t State College. and the 
U niver ity of W as hin gto n, a ll o f whi ch 
are involved in Sea Gra nt project 
a nd p rog ra ms, a nd he U ni ve rsi ty of 
British Columbi a and the a tional 
Marin e F i heri es Service. U nder 
PASGA P th ese instituti o ns share 
their ta lents and ideas in a tt acking 
marine ad viso ry pro bl e ms in th e 
Pacific a rea . The ad vantages of such 
shari ng. in mo re effecti ve progra ms 
and in the sa ving of mo ney, a re self­
evide nt. 
• Like A . K . and Si g, I have spent 
most of my life a t a speciali zed trade . 
On bala nce. I have fo und it as rewa rd­
i ng as it is fru strati ng, pro babl y mo re 
the fo rm er tha n the la tter . Some 
as pects o f it, particularl y the tech­
nology, have chan ged alm ost beyond 
beli ef. and a good deal of what I 
la bo red o ve r so in college is now 
about as relevant as knowing how best 
to build a pyra mid . But the essentials 
are unch anged . They might be 
expressed as: Keep awake, know what 
you ' re doing , keep your nose clean . 
Those eem to be the precepts A . K. 
and Sig stress in their delightful 
manuscript : they are probabl y ap­
plicable to every craft. For all the 
un fa miliarit y of its subject matter. 
"So me ABC's of Fo'c'sle Living" 
would tell the fledgling journali st a 
good deal of what he needs to know 
to get by in his trade. T.A .M. 
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