




















































































































































































































































































































































































































The law of July 22, 1851, established, on rates of the same order
of those instituted by the Ordinance of 1816, the scale which would be
applied for 60 years for the three bonuses by successive prorogation of
10 in 10 years.

With the expiration of prorogation in 1911, Parliament, having decid-
ed to progressively end bonus legislation, inserted a law applicable from
July 1, 1911 to December, 1926, the following provision: "The rate of
bonuses of all kinds will be reduced 10% from January 1, 1917 to Decem-
ber 21, 1921, and by 10% for a second period, January 1, 1921 to Decem-
ber 31, 1926."

The old legislation on bonuses was then abolished on this latter date.
But, by reason of the enormous fall in production coming in 1929, the
bonus for exporting was re-established in 1932, The rate, higher for green
cod than for dried, in consequence favored the exportation of the latter, and
led to the creation, with French methods and capital, of modern foreign
driers, notably in Italy.

Legislation on salt, consumed in enormous quantities by the great
fishery, because preparation requires a weight of salt amost equal to the
weight of the fish, was another primary factor in the economy.

Under the old regime, heavy taxes on salt, one of the principal sources
of revenue for the treasury, produced a heavy burden on the cod outfitters
which was a source of constant protests from them.

Finally these grievances were heard and their first result, in the 18th
century, was publication of special ordinances lifting these taxes at some
ports. January 13, 1739, an act of the Council accorded a franchise of
Bretagne salt to the outfitters at Granville; another act the same year ac-
corded the same favor to the fishermen of Renneville for Brouage salt.
Little by little these measures became more general,

There was not a tax on salt under the Revolutionary regime. While
the Empire re-established the tax, fixed at 0. 2 francs per kilogram, the
law of April 24, 1806 suspended payment on all salt destined for the French
maritime fisheries. This exoneration was confirmed by the Ordinance of
October 30, 1816, and has remained in effect since.
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These measures were sometimes insufficient to give satisfaction to
outfitting for the great fishery, for French salt could attain very high
prices in years of low production, and its use sometimes resulted in seri-
ous shortcomings from the point of view of quality.

Also, the ancient legislation allowed the outfitters from certain ports
to obtain salt in Spain and Portugal, without any penalty on cod prepared
with foreign salt. But French salt manufacture, having greatly developed
in the 18th century, an act of the Council, dated May 28, 1779, revoked
this tolerance.

New franchises applying to foreign salt were instituted by the Conven-
tion and by the government of Liouis XVIII. For a quarter of a century,
these dispositions were made the object of legislation leading to innumer-
able complaints, and finally the law of November 28, 1848, gave a durable
status to salt regulation.

Salt used for preparing fish and put aboard for provisions is exempt
from all taxes of use and consumption applying to domestic salt; from
customs and entry taxes of foreign salt if it has been imported under French
flag. The requirement of transport under French flag may be waived if it
can be proved that is has been impossible to find French tonnage available
to transport the salt.

For the Newfoundland fishery, a franchise of 90 kilos of salt for 100
kilos of salt fish landed in France is granted. If the quantity of salt used
for preparation exceeds this maximum, a small tax is exacted, both for
salts of French and foreign origin.

Salt used in repacking ashore benefits from the same exemption, with
a limitation on the quantity according to the method of preparation, inpickle
or dry.

Fish hooks of foreign manufacture used in the Newfoundland fishery and
in Greenland are also duty-free for fishing vessels.

On the other hand, protection of the French fishery is assured by high

taxes on imports of foreign cod to France,.
xK +3

*x

133



Since the 16th century, the cod outfitters for Newfoundland have
employed millions of men, sailors in the great fishery from father to son.
Their hard work, in making a living for their families, has brought and
will always bring a very important contribution to the domestic and for-
eign trade of France, by furnishing a food of the first order.

Besides the shore fishery at Newfoundland, the technique of which
hardly varied during the four centuries it was followed by the French, the
bank fishery was first a drift fishery with handlines, then with line trawls
while the vessels anchored. The 20th century produced the main evolution
which led, in a few years, to the disappearance of the sailing vessels be-
fore the trawlers and substituted again movement for immobility in pursu-
ing the fishery; the hypothesis for a future extension of modern line trawl
fishing must be reserved.

Alone, the old process of salting and drying cod has remained un-
changed. Specialists on modern trawlers in the great fishery make the
same gestures and movements, with the same instrument, which the cap-
tains of the little caravels made in the 16th century when they split the cqd,
while the fishermen, installed in their barrels along the rail, raised and
lowered their lines day in and day out. In the hold, the salter proceeds ac-
cording to an unchangeable ritual laid down by his distant predecessors for
laying the fish flat and covering each with the quantity of salt exactly nec-
essary for its preservation.

One might inquire how the great modern fishery, using the most per-
fect mechanical equipment for the capture of cod, still uses, for its preser-
vation, this ancient process of salting when storage in refrigerated holds -
after quick freezing, would permit the trawlers, who use them for part of
the catch, to bring back their entire catch, at the end of a season, in a
condition of perfect freshness.

The reason is that frozen cod is not actually satisfactory for the con-
ditions of distribution and use by the consumer which are satisfied by dry
salted cod, and which will remain this way, without doubt, for a long time
yet.

Dried cod finds, in effect, because its flesh takes to this method of
preparation in a remarkable fashion, a place of first importance in regions
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far from production centers, submitted to high temperatures which it can
stand without deterioration. In these regions, generally poorly provided
with communication, transport in insulated containers at temperatures of
-28° necessary for preservation of frozen fish is impossible. Even in
cases where it is possible, a maximum period of 3 months between capture
and use constitutes an almost insurmountable obstacle.

Even in France, distribution of frozen fish, which has to be held in
insulated containers maintained at -20° by dry ice, attains importance only
in a few cities, while salted and dried cod is found in the smallest localities
where its conservation for periods varying according to its preparation,
requires no precaution.

Thus the ancient industry of salted and dried cod is destined to hold an
important role in the feeding of numerous populations for a long time to
come.
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Chapter X. The Colony of Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon

The history of the little archipelago of Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon, a
satellite of the great island of Newfoundland, is intimately related, since
most ancient times, with that of the cod fishery. Jacques Cartier relates
that he saw on his second voyage, June 5, 1535, "the islands of Saint-
Pierre," where he found ""many vessels from France and Brittany." But
if the vessels which came to fish the coast of Newfoundland or on the bank
neighboring Saint-Pierre profitted at times from this anchorage, no attempt
at colonization of this landing place was attempted, for the neighboring
great island was considered as belonging to France.

The archipelago, which is separated from Newfoundland by an arm of
the sea 20 kilometers at narrowest part, is made up of three principal
pieces of land: Saint-Pierre, Grande Miquelon, and Petite Miquelon, the
latter more commonly called Lianglade.

With a length of 7-1/2 kilometers and a width of 5-1/2 kilometers, an
area of 2, 600 hectares (6425 acres), Saint-Pierre is much the smaller of
the three. It is hardly more than an islet with a hard and rocky soil sprin-
kled with spiny vegetation and scrubby evergreens.

The two Miquelons are much more important with 11, 500 hectares
(28,416 acres) in Grande Miquelon and 9, 000 hectares (22, 239 acres) in
Langlade. These two islands, cultivated in certain parts, support some
cows and sheep, and one finds on Langlade small groves of true trees at-
taining a height of 6 to 7 meters.

Grande Miquelon and Langlade, joined since 1781 by a sandy isthmus
10 kilometers in length scattered with debris from the sea, extend over 43
kilometers. Until the end of the 18th century they formed two distinct
islands. From 1757 to 1781, the year the isthmus formed, they were sep-
arated by a channel about 485 meters wide and 330 meters long, the depth
of which was more than four meters at low tide, permitting the passage of
all fishing vessels.

In 1713, by the Treaty of Utrecht, Saint Pierre and Miquelon, depend-
encies of Newfoundland, followed the lot of that great island and became
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British possessions without any special stipulation in this regard. France
retained Canada and the island of Cape Breton, and this last, with the
citadel of Louisbourg commanding an excellent position, became the center
of provisioning and landing of its vessels in the great fishery.

But, after the Seven Years War, France, which was dispossessed of
all its American empire, sought to assure to its fishermen a port near the
place of fishing. Thus the islands of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon were re-
turned by England, on the express condition that no military establishments
would be erected and that its garrison would not exceed 50 men.

July 14, 1763, the Baron of Esperance, captain of the infantry, took
possession of the islands in the name of France. The first settlement was
made a little later and fishing establishments were built between 1764 and
1767, which were to be the only industry. These first colonists were
Acadians, who wished to stay under the French flag; they were joined by
small contingents of Basques, Normans, and Brittons. They practiced a
shore fishery by means of wherries of 2 to 3 tons, wider and more massive
than true dories, manned by two and sometimes three men. Like the dories,
the wherries navigated by oar and sail.

Salting and drying of cod was done as at Newfoundland. The dried fish
were stored in sheds waiting the coming of small high-seas vessels which
would export it. From 1765 to 1777, the products of the fishery at Saint-
Pierre-et-Miquelon amounted, on an average, to 6000 metric hundred-
weight a year.

The first residents settled in the northern part of Grande Miquelon
and founded the village of Miquelon, which was the first important colony.
But the anchorage at Miquelon was not a secure one for vessels. Conse-
quently it was abandoned in favor of the anchorage at the island of Saint-
Pierre. The little settlement of Miquelon remained but the commercial
life of the colony concentrated at Saint Pierre.

After the alliance of France with the rebelling Americans fighting for

their independence, Rear Admiral Montague, governor of Newfoundland,
attacked the islands of Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon. He destroyed the
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buildings and forced the inhabitants, who then numbered between 1200 and
1300, to flee to France. A little before these events, in the same year
1778, the colony had been visited by the celebrated geographer Cassini
who had fixed the latitude of Saint-Pierre. Cassini described the islands
of Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon as bare of everything, animal as well as plant.

The treaty of Versailles of September 3, 1783 returned the colony to
France under full and entire sovereignty, for the government of Louis XVI
had demanded the abolition of all the restrictive clauses of the Treaty of
1763.

The same year the treaty was signed, 510 inhabitants of the colony
were repatriated by boats of the royal navy. A second contingent of 713
passengers sailed the following year.

Expeditions from the metropolitan ports to the bank fishery immedi-
ately followed repossession of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon. At the same
time, local outfitting was rapidly resumed. Each year saw the number of
long-boats, barks, and wherries increase in the colony. Most of these
sailed out from Saint-Pierre but Miquelon also equipped a good number.

On an islet at the mouth of Saint-Pierre harbor, the Isle de Chiens, today
called the Isle de Marins, a small colony of Normans settled, enterprising
fishermen who soon took the habit, during the good season, of fishing with
their long-boats and barks along the coast west of Newfoundland, called, in
the colony, the Gulf fishery.

In some years, the colony found itself unable to supply the number of
men needed for the local fishery. This initiated the custom of bringing
men from France. The fishermen engaged for the season's fishing by the
small outfitters of the colony were transported, going and coming, by the
vessels outfitted at the metropolitan ports of France for the French Shore
of the west coast., Some of these vessels made a specialty of transporting
these men as passengers which justified stopping twice at Saint-Pierre,

On the contrary, this traffic presented no interest to the bank vessels at a
time when the limited yield of the handline fishery permitted them to store
in the hold all the fish caught before returning to France. Stopping at

Saint-Pierre was a detour resulting in a considerable loss of time. It was

Justified only by grave damage to the vessel or the necessity of renewing
supplies.
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The French revolutionary period did not pass without incidents. In
1792 there were many riots. In the course of one of these a woman was
accidentally killed. She was the only victim, the local Committee of Pub-
lic Safety having pronounced no other condemnation than the expulsion of
some nobility. In 1783, a number of families of Acadian origin voluntarily
emigrated to the Madeleine Islands under the leadership of their priest,
Abbe Allaire, who had refused to preach the constitutional sermon. The
descendents of these families form one of the principal elements of the
population of this little archipelago in the Saint Lawrence.

A few days after their departure, May 5, 1793, the long-boats came
from the French Shore carrying the first news of the opening of hostilities
between France and England. May 14 an English flotilla commanded by
Vice-Admiral King, appeared before Saint-Pierre. Two vessels of the
line, two frigates, troups commanded by a Brigadier General on four trans-
ports from Halifax, were opposed to the small garrison of men guarding
the colony.

All resistance being futile, Saint-Pierre was occupied without a gun
being fired. The colonists, numbering 1502, were transported to Halifax
and from there to France. Among these, some old Acadians underwent,
since the great exile of 1755, their fourth deportation.

The English abstained from destroying the town of Saint-Pierre as
they had done in 1778. Newfoundland fishermen came to take over the
property of the dispossessed. In this circumstance, it was a French flo-
tilla which, after having ruined many English fishing settlements on the
Avalon peninsula, came in 1796, to destroy the ancient French establish-
ments at Saint-Pierre which had passed to the hands of the enemy.

The peace of Amiens, signed March 27, 1802, restored to France the
islands of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon. Bonaparte, first consul, officially
took repossession August 20 of the same year; but renewal of hostilities
led to a new abandonment in March, 1803, before any effective re-establish-
ment had been accomplished.

The Treaty of Paris, May 30, 1614, confirmed the following year by
the Treaty of Vienna, returned the old colony to France, at the same time
restoring the rights on the French Shore.
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Effective reoccupation of the islands took place June 22, 1816. Two
transports, the Caravane and the Salamandre, brought 150 families who,
with the exception of a small contingent of French emigrants, hadformerly
been established on the islands a total of 645 people. A police force for
the colony also came.

With the aid of the government, the colonists rebuilt the town of Saint-
Pierre and the village of Miquelon. Times were difficult at first, and the
government had to furnish, for the first three years, an important part of
the subsistence of the colony.

In 1817, however, the local fishery was vigorously undertaken. Many
boats which had been rebuilt, some of them 60 years old, were launched.
In the year 1817, 24 long-boats and barks, and 271 wherries were outfitted
for the coastal fishery. 615 men were employed aboard them, of whom 514
were brought for the season from France by 38 vessels coming for the great
fishery. One of the vessels, the Saint-Louis, transported 85 passengers
both ways.

The year 1818 saw the outfitting of the first two Saint-Pierre two-
masted vessels, of which one, the Espoir, had been constructed at Saint-
Pierre the same year.

In 1819, two of the two-masters, including the Espoir, and six long-
boats, outfitted for the Gulf fishery. Their fishing permits mentioned
"From Cape Saint-Jean, passing to the north, as far as Cape Raye, but
conforming to the regulation of February 13, 1815."

In the course of the 19th century, the colonial outfitting acquired a
real importance, by reason of the increasing number of two-masted ves-
sels put into service.

These two-masters were excellent small vessels varying from 40 to
60 tons, the equivalent of 1000 metric hundredweight of cod. The crew
was 20 men for the bank fishery and almost double -for the shore fishery
in the Gulf, which included the shore men for drying the cod. Most of
these vessels were built at Saint-Pierre, where the shipyards were very
active between 1855 and 1880.
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This outfitting at first was for the Gulf fishery. The regulation of
1821 reserved to them exclusive right to a certain number of fishing places
on the French Shore; all of the harbor of Saint-George, four places on Isle
Rouge, and four at Cod Roy. In these fishing places, policing of the fish-
ery was done by a '"'patron'', elected by the vessels, who received a com-
pensation for this extra duty. Fishing was done by the long-boats, by hand
line or line trawl.

Some vessels went to the French Shore fishing only and not drying the
cod. They did not land shore workers and had no use for shore installations,
When they had a trip of salted cod, they returned to Saint-Pierre, where
their outfitters undertook the drying operations on the beaches.

Other two-masters practiced drying on the French Shore in the same
way as the vessels coming from the metropolitan ports. During the season
they made many trips to Saint-Pierre to bring in the dried cod, the shore
men continuing the drying operations. On the other hand, many Saint-
Pierre fishermen were accustomed to fishing and drying cod at the places
on the French Shore especially reserved for this fishing colony. They were
transported from Saint-Pierre, with their wherries,by the two-masters.

Little by little, the bank fishery expandtd among the colonial outfitters,
beside the Gulf fishery. It required the outfitie® to land at Saint-Pierre
for drying the cod.

The two-masted vessels fished on the bank neighboring Saint-Pierre
where they captured small cod especially appreciated in the West Indies,
on Banquereau, on Green Bank, and as far as the Grand Banks. They
practiced the line trawl fishery but it was only with adoption of dories in
1875 that this fishery developed importance, for the lowering and raising
of the great long-boats to the vessel for setting and hauling the lines was
a difficult and dangerous operation for the little vessels.

From this time it was the same for the colonial as well as the metro-

politan vessels. The bank fishery used more and more two-mzsters while
outfitting for the Gulf fishery constantly waned.
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In the last years of the 19th century, the port of Saint-Pierre outfitted
about 200 two-masters, almost all for the bank fishery. Each of them
used from 6 to 8 dories. Because of this small capacity, these vessels
made three or four trips from Saint-Pierre bank to unload their catches,
renewing their bait, herring, capelin, or squid, according to the season.

The average catch for a two-masted vessel for a season was 1800 to
2000 metric hundredweight. Drying of cod was done in all the colony.

Outfitting the vessels and preparing the cod landed at Saint-Pierre re-
quired the annual importing for the fishing season of about 2000 sailors and
shore workers from France. While the metropolitan vessels had to land at
Saint-Pierre to provision with bait and unload cod, the custom of transport-
ing these seasonal passengers continued.

But the situation changed aspect with the Bait-Bill, with the use of
Buccinus for bait, and the increase in tonnage which was one of the conse-
quences, so that little by little the three-masted vessels abstained from all
landings at Saint-Pierre. It was necessary to find another solution. This
was accomplished by packet-boats especially built for the purpose which
carried 1000 to 1500 men a trip. These massive embarkations aroused, in
the little town of Saint-Pierre, for some days, extraordinary excitement.
It was not, unhappily, without being accompanied by regrettable and danger
ous excesses, mostly in an astonishing consumption of alcohol.

The rapid increase in the fleet of two-masted vessels did not hinder
the development of outfittings for the small coastal fishery, with eventual
extension to the Gulf fishery. About the same time, the latter equipped
about 400 wherries and dories and some 20 larger boats called pirogues.
The long-boats and barks had disappeared. The coastal fishery was and
still is practiced by the men of Saint-Pierre, the Isle de Marins, and
Miquelon. The handline is used. Jigging is forbidden. The baits used are
the ordinary seasonally-available baits, herring taken in small quantities
about the islands, capelin and squid; also the sand lance taken at Miquelon,
But the preferred bait for this fishery is the mussel, which abounds in the
Great Pond of Miquelon and the coves of Langlade, and which may be used
during the whole fishing season. This bait, of which the cod is very fond,
cannot be used for the line trawl fishery for it is too soft.
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These small fishermen prepare and dry the cod themselves. Each
of them has a strip of beach. In the course of the 19th century, these
numerous fishing places each were provided with capstans for hauling the
boats up on the shore.

During the epoch of great outfitting of the two-masted vessels, they
prepared at the colony, besides flat salted and dried cod, a small quantity
of round cod, using the best fish. The port of Nantes received almost all
of this product, the demand for which was then very limited.

During the course of the fishing season, the sailing transports came
to Saint-Pierre to get the dried cod. A large part was transported to the
West Indies, a market the colony had had for a long time, for the West
Indies trade had the advantage of receiving the product directly, avoiding
a roundabout route to the French ports, thus receiving a perfect product
prepared for use in the warmest climate, the small size of the fish suiting
their tastes. The rest of the production was almost entirely exported to
Bordeaux. '

In the last quarter of the 19th century, about 1875, the year when the
bank vessels adopted the use of dories, and 1886 which saw the Bait-Bill
become effective, the port of Saint-Pierre was at the height of its activity,
regularly frequented by 200 to 250 sailing vessels of the great fishery from
the metropolitan ports and 200 two-masters outfitting there. The movement
of vessels was unceasing, with the concentrations at the beginning and end
of the season, and the renewal of bait between the first and the second fish-
ery. A veritable forest of masts raised itself in the harbor and in the coves.
Besides the fishing vessels, there were many sailing transports, coming
and going, which carried supplies of salt and loaded exports of fish for
France and the West Indies. Activity was lively in the town, which swallow-
ed the floating population of fishermen and shore workers. Commerce was
prosperous and the inhabitants as well as the finances of the colony drew
great benefit.

The population of the islands had singularly increased since the Cara-
vane and the Salamandre had landed 645 immigrants in 1816 who formed
the nucleus of new colonization. There were 2,100 people in 1848, 4, 916
in 1880, and 5,929 in 1887. The maximum population was 6, 482 permanent
residents in 1902,
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The town of Saint-Pieérre, commercial by definition, consisting of
three-fourths of the population of the islands, was constructed with houses
almost entirely of wood, each pushing up from the barren soil, as the ter-
rain allowed, some scattered here and there, in an utilitarian culture but
with ornate decorations lovingly maintained.

Of modest exterior, most of the houses were, nevertheless, arranged
for real comfort. In many of them one found central heating and a bathroom
with running cold and hot water. All were carefully built to endure comfort-
ably the cold winter period.

To this town of wood, the danger of fire was a constant threat. Three
times since 1865, Saint-Pierre has been partially destroyed by fire. The
streets are laid out widely for defence against this terrible scourge.

Besides the shipyards, which were in full activity at the end of the 19th
century, Saint-Pierre had at this period a dory manufacturer, an oil skin
garments maker, and a sea-biscuit factory. Its numerous houses of busi-
ness, stocked with French and American goods, catered to all the needs of
the vessels, as well as the inhabitants of the colony andits temporary guests.

The inhabitants of Miquelon, a village of 500 people, live almost entirely
on the product of their small fishery. Besides the cod fishery, they prac-
tice, in season, the sand lance and capelin fisheries.

Besides the use of capelin for bait, some is salted and smoked for sale
as food at Saint-Pierre and for export. The lobster fishery is also an im-
portant resource at Miquelon. Grande Miquelon and Langlade present a
modest culture which seems susceptible to great development. A dozen
farms maintain small herds of cows and flocks of sheep.

The climate is harsh at Saint-Pierre and Miquelon. The winter is long
and severe. Snow covers the ground from the end of December to April and
on certain days of blizzard, it is impossible to venture outdoors. But the
cold periods are often compensated for by beautiful sunny days.

Summer, as on the banks, is a season of fog. The months of June and

July, the warmest, are also the foggiest. At this time, the fogs last weeks
at a time, during which one sees the sky only at rare intervals. August and
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September, less foggy, are the only good months of the year. From the
end of October, the fogs are replaced by the cold of winter.

Activity at the port of Saint-Pierre was sensibly reduced with the Bait-
Bill and the progressive disappearance of landings of vessels from the
metropolitan ports, which was a consequence. The colonial outfitting, how-
ever, with its 200 two-masted vessels, the transport of seasonal workers,
and the movements of exports continued as important business in the colony.

At this time, it was the colonial fishery which supplied, from May to
October, the important market of Bordeaux, to which the products of the
metropolitan fleet did not arrive until the last of October, sometimes later.
This prime cod, arriving already dried, was sold at a particularly remu-
nerative profit. In the last years of the 19th century, the Saint-Pierre out-
fitting also exploited with success the lobster fishery on the French Shore.
This was of great return until the abolition of the French Shore in 1904.

The situation changed, after 1903, when the outfitting of two-masters
regularly and rapidly decreased. While the number of these vessels out-
fitted at Saint-Pierre was 208 in 1902, it was only 183 in 1903; then it fell
to 151 in 1904 and 101 in 1905.

Many factors contributed to this decline. The season of 1903, very
unproductive, saw 23 two masted vessels lost. This continued in 1904 with
the loss of 24 vessels. In 1905 the number of shipwrecks dropped to 5, but

~in 1906 there were 17. In these conditions, aggravated by the poor yield of
the fishery over several consecutive years, many of the Saint-Pierre out-
fitters, with limited capital, could not replace these vessels, or preferred
not to risk another season.

To these causes of decadence was added the pdor recruitment of crews
from France, composed, usually, of the left-overs from the outfitters at
Saint-Malo, Fecamp, and other ports. Besides, the manner of exploitation
by the Saint-Pierre vessels, with the necessity of landing the fish at their
port and renewing provisions, showed a very inferior yield to that obtained
by the metropolitan three-masted vessels in the course of a season effected
without any breaks.
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Thus, in the following years, the inexorable decline continued. The
number of two-masters outfitted in 1912 was only 40. It fell to 33 in 1913
and 24 in 1914.

The war came then to deliver the coup de grace to this outfitting for-
merly so flourishing. The personnel was completely lacking, only one
two master sailing from 1915 to 1918. In 1919, there were two. The fish-
ery being mediocre, these were the last. Since then the old two-masted
vessels have terminated their careers, piece by piece, in the chimney
corners of the Saint-Pierre houses. A few recalcitrant hulks survive in
some of the coves.

This crisis in local outfitting, the principal industry of the colony,
immediately resulted in an exodus of part of the population. From 6, 482
in 1902, the count fell to 4,768 in 1907. At the census of 1927, the popu-
lation had stabilized at about 4000 inhabitants.

At the end of the first world war, the number of steam trawlers sent
from France for the bank fishery resulted in new activity at Saint-Pierre,
for lacking sufficient capacity for storing all their season's catch until the
return to France, these vessels came to port many times during the sea-
son to unload their catch of green-salted cod to this transit center where
the cargo was prepared for export. But this reactivation was ephemeral,
for later the trawlers, increased considerably in tonnage and at the same
time increasing their range of action, were able to abstain from landing at
Saint-Pierre.

Circumstances came about, during this period, so that the colony
found a new and unusual source of activity surpassing its vital industry,
the fishery. The era of American prohibition opened and Saint-Pierre be-
came a vast depot for alcohol, a strategic center in this situation of the
great contraband trade of liquids forbidden in dry America.

The most ingenious means were employed in this traffic. Superb
speedboats capable of making more than 30 knots, specially constructed
in American shipyards, were used to run the blockade of the prohibition
coast guard. The finances of the colony legitimately prospered with the
success of these blockade runners, thanks to the customs tax they paid on
the sale of the liquors.
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The abolition of prohibition sounded the end of this prosperity. The
blow was the harder because at this time Saint-Pierre had lost all traffic
in the products of the metropolitan fishery, with the advantages which re-
sulted in all branches of local business. Important works of improvement
of the port facilities, which had been undertaken at the time of great pros-
perity were, nevertheless, continued, with the aid of the government, with
the happy result of giving the colony the installations it would eventually
need for future activities in better times.

The local fishery had always subsisted after the extinction of the two-
masted vessels, with a modernized drying of its products. It employed
about 200 wherries and some dories. But, if the wherries are half as nu-
merous as formerly, their total yield is found considerably augmented by
the fact that they are, actually, all supplied with motors of American manu-
facture, of from 3 to 5 horsepower. The use of a motor gains precious
time for these boats in getting to the fishing places, sometimes 10 to 12
miles from the point of departure. Itpermitsthem tomake many more trips.

In the absence of handling the metropolitan catch, the products of the
coastal fishery have permitted the colony to maintain a modest movement
of exports to France and to the West Indies.

The last years preceding the second world war marked an attempt to
restore the colonial fishery. From 1937 to 1939, the port of Saint-Pierre
outfitted a trawler of 488 tons which landed its catch many times in the
course of the season. In 1939, it also outfitted two two-masted vessels
with motors which practiced the line trawl fishery as carried out by the
Canadian and American fishermen.

One cannot actually predict the future of the islands of Saint-Pierre
and Miquelon. However, it is not forbidden to suppose that this old colony,
which depends always on the fishery, can, with some new evolution in tech-
nique and economy in the conditions of exploitation of this industry, regain
at a period more or less distant, its position as a great center of prepara-
tion and distribution of the products of the enormous reserve of fish on the
banks-of Newfoundland.

147



	002
	003
	004
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069
	070
	071
	072
	073
	074
	075
	076
	077
	078
	079
	080
	081
	082
	083
	084
	085
	086
	087
	088
	089
	090
	091
	092
	093
	094
	095
	096
	097
	098
	099
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129
	130
	131
	132
	133
	134
	135
	136
	137
	138
	139
	140
	141
	142
	143
	144
	145
	146
	147
	148
	149
	150
	151
	152
	153
	154

