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Of considerable interest among the food fishes of ¢ t
Gulf Coasts .is the black drum, Pogonias cromis, occurring with varying
a

.abundance in the different localities along its range, from lMassachusetts

to the mouth of the Rio Grande. This fish often reaches a weight of about
20 pounds, while individuals weighing over 50 pounds are not rare, The
largest black drum caught, of which there is record, weighed 1L6 pounds.
The adult is dusky and occasionally has consideraole bronze or silver on the
head and alonz the sidess After death the fish becomes much darker and in
general appearance is uniformly black., Until t.‘, voung are about a foot

in length they are silvery gray and lmve | or 5 distinct black wvertical bars
along the sides which bhacome ohgcure in later l:: e

is a food fish the black drum is not csteem
to be coarse and unpalatable. However, it is fre uf-
and sold at 2 low price in wmeny localitics 2long our coast. Its velu
precludes its shipment far from the sea coast, although the smaller fish
are considered by mony quite equal or even superior to its relative, the
redfish (Scmenop." ocell«.tus). TMith the channel bass or redfish it affords
good sport to surl Iishcmen, -
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Texas leads 2ll other States in the production of bLlack drunj; the
followin; table shors the principal commerci2al distribution of blac' drunm
in 19L0:

States Pounds Value
Texas 14,91,700 52! 2 535
Florida 129,700 3,887
Louisiana 92,300 4,615
North Carclina 88, bOO 2,652
Virginia 36, 4,100 364
South Carelina 33,500

1,174
572000 37,277

The drum is usually caught in haul seines incidental with other food
fishes, although many are tsken in pound nets along the Virginia coast,

. With the chunnel hass or red drum it frequently aoffers good sprort to surf

fishermen, especially off the Hew Yerseyr ccast,



The drun is 2 bottom feeder and grubs aroum on th
of shellfish and oth-:r narine invertebrates on which it
vided with broud pavement-like teeth and very hewsrful |
crush all but the most hoevily armored sheliriah.

a small molluse (Mulinie transversa corbuloides), found ‘.\-ﬂ
constitutes the Lrineipal fnod of ta: Iish 5n LeX2s 5 and the stoma
young as well as aduld drum cre usually filled with the crushec m
thic clam. This is interesting in that it helss to expladn the praferen
of hoth voung and old fish for the extremely shallow and muddy bays al
the Tex:s coasb where the species abounds at ail timss of the year.
llOI'l’J.d. the drwa spavms. in March, but in the vicinity of Virginia and
laryland spawning does not oceur until the end of A Jr.l cr in Hay a2t wi
tima the first.catch of drum is made in the pound nets. The drum, as
determined by investipations along the coast of Texas, spown prineips
- in the sarly spring from February to !y, although spawming fish in sm
aunbers ray be found .5 Lote as Septezber and October, 4 distinet sp
ing migration of the ~dult ripening fish takes place from the various
and lageons to the Gulf of Mexico where snwning cceurs. 7This movement
from the bzys,occurring Hr :wchp 11y froa late January through Mareh, in @
the vicinity of Cornus Clux atn., Texas, h:s wemitted a short seasonal
fishery ccnducted by sicans of one mrca £ill nets set near the entrances
to tha various bays to m.,..rcvpt the niegrating figh.

The larval or youn: drum ceme into the bays in grest nurbers thro
the passes 'mad makiz their vy to shallew bays ond logoons whare feeding O
conditions “re probably nesd suftzble to the youas fizh. The adult fishS
fter m::._:;f g e bos 2lso, altho mh drun of -1l sizes from L
inches up mny e caugnd i modur-te numbers olomg the befches in the Gul
of lexico ’.T, all tines of the year. '

Or the hosis of sexle and :‘L cth-frequency studies it appears that
the black drum reaches ~n 2verage lengt*‘. of abeowt 10 inches by the end
cf the First vear; 14-1/2 j.m‘ms oy the end of ths sccond year; 16-1/2
inches vy the 2nd of the third yerr, while a fish about 27 inches long
nar be Dpr‘i_‘{l wtely 7 yoars J.LJ. A comercinl size is reach:d by the e
f the first year, -nd the fish arc hardly desircble for food after the
hird year, since The flesh tends to become cocarse and m2y be infested
are8ites which reduce iLs .arietability if not 1ts w}golesox..enc.ss. i
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Sexual rzturity is 1w1ly attaired at thc, end of the second year, -
'Phﬂ large drus oro exes adlr 13 prolific, & female Wi inches lonz, taken
ncir Corpus Lnristi, \c S, in Harch, 1927, yielded from four to five
million egzs in nso Il/ pe condition. '
The scales of the drum find a unique apolication ':Ln the manufacture
of "fish sezle jewclry" to be qu.r. in Fiorida, their fine lustre and
hardns == rcnd’rw : t2en adontable for this purposc.  So firmly are the
sciles tached to tho

nove t,h,m.

ish th't an 2xe or a hatchet is nceessary to re-

The fact which gives the fish its name is its ability
drusining noise under water, Some Sppumens kept in the New
* for a number of ysars could be heard all over the bw.ldmg-
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