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The striped bass l~r rockfish is one of the most popular of 
the feod and ~ame fishes of the Atla.ntic and Pacific coasts. 

neCfraphical Distribution: Tte naturel rlistribution of t~e 
striped "b6.SS along the Atlantic coast is from the St. Lawrence 
River, Canada, to the Tchefunctp River, La. Introduced cn the 
Facific coast in San Francisco ?ay b? shipments cf s:7Jall fish 
from the Atlantic coast i~ 18--9 and again in 1'\;2, U,e species 
now occurs froI:' Los A!1ge Ie s Countv, Cal ife'rni a, northVlar~ to the 
Colu.--;J.hia River, .iash. The strirJed bass ha.:: probabl"T the Dost 
extended ~eogre.phic ranfe cf any hnerican feed and [':s.r::e fish. 
Its ability to exist in fresh, brackish, or salt waters through­
out the 'rear and frolT; t1-'.e col,} ri 'lers '~1~ ea~;tern Cam:dp. to the 
sub-tropical ba:;rous of Louisianf1 Drovides a uni :";e re~or": of 
successful adaptBtion to envi rr r . .IT'tcnt. 

Abundance and Importance: The striped bass is cne cf the best 
and large st o£' Ame ri c-a-n anadrornous £,i she s • I + s meat is f'i rrn, flHky, 
and of excellent flavor. Alon[ the Atlantic coast it supports ex­
tensive comrrlercial an2 recreaticnal fisheries, vieldinr about 4 
millicn pcun~s annually to market fishermen and an unkno,"rn but 
possibl'! e~ual amount tel sports fishermen. The center of the cc:n­
mercial fishery is in the states cf darylsnd, Virginia, and Pcrt~ 
Carolina. The sports fishery is also active in the Chesopeske Bav 
and very popular in more northern regions such as HeVJ Jersf:Y, 
New York, and the New Sngland coast. 

On the ~ecific coast striped bass are prc"bsbly m~re abundant 
than on the Atlantic. The co:r.r,ercie,l catch is very s:D.f:1l1 as it is 
now reserved as a ~Dme fish in Cslifornia. Tn 1941 in the 
Sacramento-San .Toaouir: ::ivr:r Pasin, including: San :r'r8.ncisco Bay, 
111,400 an~lE:rs C8.ugtt 2,0;';5,000 striped bess with an estimated 
weight of 6,105, -JOO pcunds. The conclercial cf .. tches (\f striped 
bass on the basis of latest printed statistics are listed in 
Table 1. 

*Fishery Memorandum 1-24 revised February, 1946, by i;illia;;~ Co 
Neville, aquatic biolof,ist. 



Reproduction; The principal spawnine; and nursery areas along 
the Atlantic, coast are in Chesapeake Bay although seme spawning 
on a relatively less scale occurs in the upper WE.ters e,f Delaware 
Bay &nJ. the lower region of the Hudson River. Striped bass spawn 
in fresh or brackish waters in the spring or early summer dependin~ 
on latitude and temper5.ture. The eges are semi-buo:vant" hatch 
in 74 hours at temperature of 58 degrees; 12-pound fish are known 
to yield 1,200, OOOeggs. "'any females spawn for the first time 
at 4 years cld, and many m5.1es are mature at 2 years old. 

Table 1. -- Commercial Catch of Striped Bass* .------------,--------
S tEl. te Pounds Value 

'~[H: s achus e tts 75,700 no, 401 

Rhode Island 64,000 7,096 

Connecticut 7,700 1,3'84 

New York 265,'700 59,07 7 

~Te'H ,Tersey 94, '700 19,289 

Delaware 58,600 9,101 

:~[\r:vlond 2,507,800 254,096 

Virgini8. 77'7,900 70,598 

North Co.rolina 539,900 59,389 

;Jregon 55,400 5,540 

Total 4,447 ,400 ~ 495,971 'Ii' 

*FitTures for Nev; England states for 'lear 1940--for~\Hddle 
AtL",ntic states 1942 -- f~r South Atlantic, states 1940 -- for 
?acific coast states 194i. 

Datn from Division of Co~~erCl'al n' h '''''' 1'lS eries, 
Fish and ~ildlife ~ervice. 

2 



An observer desoribed some of the breedin; habits 0f the 
fish to the effect that when a female was in s :-,awnin,f" con'H +:ion 
the males gath~red about her in great mmbors. A single f0!l1 <.::.16 
which might weigh fr{)m 5 to ,50 pounds would have aroun1 her 
20, 30 or 50 small male fish,all of which weighed less than 2 
pounds each, and they seemed to be the only mdes pres,ent. 'Pho 
water was stnted to be discolored wit.h bloC'd from the fish 
"finning''' one another whi Ie contending fcr the female. 

~igrations: P8.rts of the importe.nt broods migrnt8 fro:n 
Chesf),peake Bay to the mor6 northern fishinr; regions of U,e 
Hiddle Atlantic and New England COf',sts. Such migr~,ticns from 
Chesapeake B~¥ usually begin when th~ fish are about VN0 yeo.rs 
old. It is believed, however, that net mere thr'n 101 of thie 
locally spawned stock in Chesapeake Bay rr.igrnt f; to ncrt':ern 
coastel regions but this migrntinR s e gment of the population 
represents 90~ or more ('If the supply avO-ilable t.o fishermen in 
northern states. The other 10"1, is usually from less imporb·.nt 
spawning spots in northern states such as New lTersey f'.nd NEW York. 

General migration occurs annually each spring snd fnl1. 
The fish move northward in the spring from wintcrinr nru,s in 
Chesap8ake Bny, Delnw9re Bay, ~{udson River and othe r copstn,l riv . ..! ~·s 
and small bays in New Jersey, Long Island ~ M.Y.), and 0ve n 
Bouthern New ~nglBnd, to more northe rly EGctions of the const 
eSPGcinllv to ~Jew Bnglr.nd. In tr.e filll bE:ginninf'" about S(pt ~' ::lb':;r 

n return mig:r r\ tion stl1rts southwclrd from the northern SUJE:Th T 
ftreas. In the f8.11 migrntion "peds" of be-s s hr8"k e ff froEI the 
main run tlnd winter 0. t numerous spots !lIang: the COI}S t fro::-, 
southern New Enf,1and to ~Tew Jers8~r, but the m8 in p8.rt of' the 
run apnears to c0ntinue south to eh6SRp~ske Eey. 

RA.t o cf Growth: Striped bsss have [, fQst rC\tE: of gr:",Fh 
comparnd to scme fish. Spavrncd in I\,Tc y Or ,Jun ,,' +:lH,~r 8. tb', jn n 
growth of 4 to 5 inche s by the e nd of t\ ~ fir~t ycer but on 
average weight of only 1 oz. Increase in we i~ht ~s ra~~d, 

hOl.'1evsr, foY" at 2 yeG.rs the vH; ight is 1/4 poun<s ; 4 '''38.rS, 21/ ';' 
pounds; 8 '.rears, 12 pounds, etc. ~i sh 12 pound~ ('r r:lCr ' n:-,. ~ftJl 

caught by con1!TIercifl,1 fisherme n nnd tC' r. 1Gsser ~ x'!:rn-: by s~;orts 

fishermen. Ti1,; Inr~Gst striped CCl.c'S r Ecordsn WErr., s · · v(' r ~, l trk i.n 
at Edenton, w.e., each of which weighsd 125 poun~~. I~divi dus 1s 

of 60 or 70 pc:unds nrc not unc()r.Jr~on, 0. 1 thour:h t ).-.e !~vc rr:c'( is 
probably net over 4 or 5 poun:1s, ~n,~ f'ish 'lrt'd.gh:n, 1 1/2 Foun ':s 
e.re numerous in the southern nmrkc ts. 
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Conservfl.ticn Problemf;: Along the Atlantic const the c!'ttch 
cf striped buss has underrone marked ch~nges principally as tho 
result of c~flnges in natural ahunnc,nce resultinf", from the vari­
a.tions in the success of spawning and survival of broods. An 
importAnt r e cove ry cf the fishery to record levels of high 
abundance occurred in 1936 as tho result of unusu~lly successful 
spr,wninp- rmd stlrviv[,l in the summer of 19;)4. 'Jthcr largE; broods 
hAve been produced in SGm,~ subsequent ~rears since 1934 wi th the 
result that the abundnnc8 of striped bess is now (1946) at a 
rcbbvely hif:h level within the coaste.l rango of tile species 
from Virginis. to M~ine. 

Althou,c:h the supply is nt a hir:h 10vc 'l of o.bund[',nce, it is 
beli eve d that geod yields c~n be continued Gnd greater utilization 
m~d6 of the supply if th~ v~ri0us Atlantic const81 st~t (; S adopt u 
minir'lum siz e limi t dcvis ( d to protE::ct th,,, juv(;nil c striped bass 
dUl'in f. their 6arly '/enrs of r:pid growth, th" r'.::by c C' ntributinq; to 
a build-up nnd mAintenance of ~ n arloguG~~ r(s~rv~ st~ck. ~ h0 

Service h~s r c cc,rnmended r .n r.npropriat e minir.n.L'11 siz e li:7lit of 16" 
meo.s 1)rc O from tho snout to the fork of' the:. t r il. ']"\.-.,is 16" siz8 
limit or its e1uiv~ lcnt (18 inc~c s mEasured to tho tip of the 
tnil) hos b ee n 0dopt p d by sBve r~ l of thG Atl nntic constol stq ~e s 
and un effort is b c inf m~ dc in other stGtc~ to incl'E:nse th~ 
leg8. 1 minimum siz ( li;"i t to,m',r d tfcc r(·, col'!21·?nd ;:; d 16" limit. 
Bec~us~ t he strip0d bass mifr ~ te s wid~ ly ulong th0 canst, such 
8. mensun, cannot b, ; fully effcct r d until it becrmcs 8.dopted by 
all the sta t e s thr,t shr,r:::· this r ~~ sc'urce. Considerc,blf; D.ssistnnce 
hns bee n r cnd~ red by the Atlantic Stntes ~firin0 Fishe ri e s Com­
mission (0. compact of stateS) in securing the support of fisher­
men and d8~o loping legislative action in tho varicus Atlantic 
ccosta l st&tc s concern6d with the prob16m of conservation of 
t his s pe cit.' s • 

On the Pacific coast ccnstruction proje cts in the Contral 
Vn.l1,,; y of CCl lif;'rntn may ch(ill[6 the chr,ract2r cf the f€ 8dinr and 
spuwninc t~r()unds of the striped bnss thrcuf"h th8ir efft'":ct on 
wa t e r flows and s a linity. For the prctGction of the rosourc~, 
these effects nru be ing invGstigated, along with the prelimina.ry 
en~in8e ring studie s of Gnch ~roj ~ ct. 
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