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The re ort of the Fis '3 'ie De le:'o}." ent COT"'J',i tee 
recon.mended tha, 16 $000 ' r o' ,!"'i ,1." to t;over tl, 
over two ye r ed,l) to ? 0"i":J iu a f", tn_ 
bo t. The ' eC v,:<J8nr Bu :!em: f)f tee Cor .. ~T. ~e 

i nclu ed 'o r th e !;u:'p. C'f'l if! t\·.'" ~;~4' ';',0 l JJCt'~,-;';: f r 
bu g c. The -, Qa'~ r.::'\c(l ill t pol) , ::. t.e ' 1 Jl.illl< ry 194 
into ope . tion .:. n t' e !'CCi'a roao"'-';e .!. 

Alth~ gh 1946 l. U.'!'1eC1 Que -to '''e to d}e r for 

Cast , t he cate:! 0_ t "! tl'3>'. "u9.t w"s nCOl1r b~'lb ' e r 
for t he craft nt)t onJy 'bel., .u':e t!'c ". c l'1.l .. ent n ::' " lI~it, 
be r , 19 6) -,.,.- s l oc:ate at. Os l, f') ~'ur"'" 0 :Gcr , but 
that f ish were ore lent' ful il tr e " t.drs rOll! d 

ftp.r e. few months op rat~on f!'0/ 11 t'w rOOT Y- j ro~ Jcte A:; r 
boat I ad to b :T(' \led to .... ekonr;i) ,:,e r p. t" st...rf ~s not stro 
shelt e r ~' en~hor8ge is av"il~ble . ~_ v·s~ 1 "ct ta l • 
i ngs in the Ac c:'a 1 .. :1:: uring a r.ii;ht ,J' net ,to!":n .. ~u 

age. Since m(lre . if',1 are " hen o .. f the coese be:' .Ov01 

of • 'e ra) and '/inn.? 'CI :30 we:., t , ~~ i 
ment that the h ~ h surf an' ~ack' a 
contin ling t,:) \flt)r' · hesG W t8.'S. 

etll/ean !!u E;'ia :om' '!j!:.Lv':)a ic- !'lot. · know" 'f.;;fi 
ish r t ethan su \0 Tl. O tee:'miq'l8s or or e i..t.(;, i r 

The roximity thl: e ge cf th; c ,int; ,t 1 s:,,,,l 
easie r for t ~ npt'v car.oes to rese t 0r ther , 
and this faci.. may r 'inll account fo r r gG ca c . 

Th e e x r i ent 1 L ct 
is no~ ain l ied only 
g ove r nm nt- o ned cal 13 on 
No . 31 of Oct 
'ect u to th 
ci ntly orked 
1 r r ilot 

s e c. 
? , 

... , . r c 

t 1, 47 

ht 
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Th e Se kondi pl ant is t o be cnpabl of turn ing out ton of c nne f is h 
onily wh en complet ed .. Due , however, to the , l a r g(} S0 son I , vl'lri t' orl in t.he 
amount of fish caught, the f~ctory will bo l ~ to oper at e t ~c'ty f or only 
four months of the year (June , July , Augu3 t nd S t Jmb~ r ) ' nd is not ~x ~ c t ed 
t o exc eed an avera ge output of ,500 ounds per wor i nb ~y throughout t e entire 
year. No satisfactor y way has ye t b en found to t or e is h ur ' ng the ~ak e r i ­
od f or subsequent ca nning dur ing the off months . 

I;:6ch.oniz 13.t ion of the pl nt will btl kept to minimum consist nt w' th c p c­
ity ope rati on since it is do::lfi r ed to giVe employment to . S ..... t1y or or s ~.s os ­
sible , nnd sinc e mRintenanc~ of com lic t ed m chine s is ifficult'f not impos ­
sibl e wi thout Eur~opecm t ec hnician . Only thr ee m chinos ' i th .. oving rts r e t o 
be used , none of whi ch is autorr:atic. The machines ' re s ' m lCJ n cnn 11 t.; .... t -
dr i ven from s i ng l e one ho rse powe r electric mot or. The lork ill b0 Movod by 
hand from ene op~ ration ~o anoth&r ince conv&yor belts r o co s'dJ r 0 ~n unn~ c ­
es s a r y complic tion . 

The cann ing pr oc es s to be used t S0k ondi hR 
pe riod At the Osu dxperiment st ation qnd in br ie f is 

(;e n t (;S over 
solo s : 

onth ' 

The contai ner s ( ename lled r ath0r th n tin - co t E:d l 0 to tho short ge of tin) 
arc i mport cd from the United Kingdom in three ~~ecos -- to , ottorn .nd s' e , the 
side be ing pressed fl t to 6~ve shi}Fing "p .ce . Uron "rr'y 1 , ~a sio 's r ol l ·d 
t o ft cylind ric a l form on olle m'1.chiuo, ~n nged to n botto on an tho r . 
third o~ e rntion pres s e s the bottom Fi ~ c e into the 19nge , o~Jr n c rim s 
the lip, ~ roducing a hor mGtic s 09 1 . !he fish , s9~soning, n s" ~ , i _ny , r e 
then FU~ into t he c ~ n and t h Ihol0 hdAted Rt 1000 C. to V" ori e h ~br nd 
expel the ~i r from the cont _iner. ft er f 8W inut c e 
t he hG ~ t ~ r , t a~en to the fold i ng and c r im'n whine 
fi 11eo , e v~c u~ t bd qnd se~led c~n is ne t p ced in n oY&n ol e r 
fo r the fi~~ l steril iz ing operation . Be f ore a b ~ch of c n6 i r ~ urse 
s r.mpl es .re heet &d for h/o wbek s to t t. st fo r possibl b c e r i . . 
ye t bee n mede to utili ze the wo ste at t he Osu st tion . 

o ... t e 
r n ' om 
t h s 

Only one SiZ 8 c onteinor hps bee n us~d - - r 1. c .n holding 6 ozs b; ; ight . 
Two differont p?C s h"! vG buen put out: In in, .• holes e l ling nt lOs. I-b r oozen 
tins; ana one Vii th to rr.C' to s"uc e '"'dded , at l Is . 'J r dozen . This co p:' r e s f vor­
ab ly ~ith the r etpil [ric e of im ort ed fish (: l eck n s . lmon-l/7d c r I b , 
Canadi~n sprdines- 3ioz fo r 8d , Cr nadi n h rrin5s - 1/ } p r 14 oz) , but no · cc u­
r ate cost com~r riscns c~n be ~od e until the loc 1 facto r y ag i ns to op r .t a on 
co~ne rc ip l bpsis. 

At the pr esent time , only t wo sr: cc i e s p.r e be i ng ut u ; s r in .;; ll . 
£afijQFon£!!si.~ , a South ~a lfl.nt ic fish; ?nd s r dinell o. aurit a , :3 .Ie ita rrana n ty e . 
Both er e cp.11ed "herring" loclly; t he h ID mako ~p .bout 60;: of <'.n ve r ge yef'. r' s 
catch and pe r hAps 9.S rcuch P.S 80/0 in especi ~lly good ye rs . he c •. r anx .c r angus , 
ca l l ed a f nf e_ loce.l l y , is c aught in l (tr ge number s 0 f the mouth of the Vo l t p , 

whicn r ivor is supposed to be the sp ·,ming gr ound of t his t ype of fis h. The 
afafa is not c onsider ed t :=- sty by Eur opeans pnd p' rtl fo r this r eeson h3.S not 
been c"nned as ye t. Th e thunnus thynn~ , cp.l!. d tunny l oc lly , t una i n t he Unit ed 
Stat e s , i s thought to obound in t he coa st ~ l wet er s of over 100 f . ~homs depth . 
The hun . r ed f athom line lies about 60 mile s off shor e . t Se kond i nd 10 mile s off 
shore a round the mouth of t he Volt .. Sinc e t he usur l r C'nge of R nat i ve c noe 
carryi ng hep vy net s is 15 mile s, 1hun~!?. thynnus i s c .. ught only on line s . This 
fi sh i s qui t e t as ty And wi ll be canned if caught i n ~ uffici e nt quantity . The 
total annua l cat ch of all specie s hAS been es timat ed at 23 , 000 tons l anded we ight 
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in an n. -"or nge year, with n maximum of 36, 000 tons i n t he ('G st ye ars. 

The following ar e some of the more important spec i es found off t he Gold 
Coast (syst ematic names according to Irvine ): 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8 . 
9. 

10. 
},1-

12 . 
13. 
14. 
15 . 
16 . 
17 . 
18. 
19. 
20 . 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24 . 

Herring 
Herring 
Afafa 
Tunny 
Bonito 
Macker e l 
Macker e l 
Sea. Br eam 
Sea Bream 
Sea Brea,m 
Ribon flsh 
Burro 
Barr p..couta 
Blue sh':trk 
Hamme r head 
Sa il-fish 
Drum 
Thread fin 
So l e 
Catfish 
Shad 
Sting r ay 
Guit ar fish 
Long- finned 

s ardinella cBmoronensis 
sardine lla aurita . 
cC',ranx car angus 
thunnus thynnus 
serda s erda 
cybium trifor 
5comber colias 
dentex macropha lmus 
page llus rythrinus 
pagus ch r embGr gi 
trichiurus l e~torus 
otoperca :1.uri t a 
s phyrae~a guachanc ho 
scoliodon sp . 

sha rk sphy'r nrt zyg'3.sne. 
i s tiophorus sp . 
otolithus m~crognathus 
ga l eoides po l ydactylus 
cynaglo s sus gore onens i s 
ar ius l atiscut atis 
ethmalos a dc r s atis 
d sybntus mq r gqrita 
rhinobatus sp . 

he r r ing i1isha mol [1.not a • 

.A number of other edi bl e f i sh ['.r e cfl ught as wel l a s ee ls, turtles , cre,wfish, 
c r abs and shrimps ~ but th6 l andings of herrings p..nd afa f a f ar exc eed in ve i ght 
and value those of other s peci es. 

Tl: ':~ informat ion avnilarl e on m"'rine life and phy sic ~. l conditi cns off t he 
Gold Coast is S.t bes t r ud i ment c: ry. In t.T anul1ry and Fe bru~. ry , 1946, 9. D:m i sh 
sailing ves se l coast ed t he colony t aking nume rous mD rine s nmples and mers ure ­
ments, but no r epo rt has yet bee n mRdG of the find i ngs . Cne surpr i sing fact 
which has been r eveal ed by t he d~ily sea meas urement s of t he Fish~ r ies Dep~rt ­

ment is tha t t he v~ r i ation in wat e r t emper a t ur e off shore i s much gr eat e r than 
in mos t other coast a l waters. On September 23, 194.6 , t he s ea temper ature was 
me.p.. sured as 19.50 ; by November 12th, it he.d r eached a max imum of 29 0 C. This 
gr efl.t t emp:.:r ature change just pr oceeds t he r ev8r 3al of t he curr ent during the 
harmattan season (December and J~nu~ry) , whe n the flow chRnge s f rom 1/2 knot 
eas t erly to 1/ 4 knot west erly. 

A mqrine life expert has r ecent ly bee n att ~che d t o t he Of fi ce of the We st 
Af r i can Counci l to advise on fi~ hory deve l opment in the four British We st 
l fric an colonies . ' Fi shery headqufl. rt ers probnbly will be l oc2t ed in Freetown, 
Sie rr a Le one , with branch offic es in t he ot h6r t hr ee colonies . 

It h~ s lo ng bee n r ea l i zed that no great impr oveme nt C8 n be m~de in the 
f ishing industry without t he introduction ~nd gener a l us e of fishing craf t cap­
able of going f 0rther out int6 t he sea and r emaining out longe r than the npt ive 
canoe . Becaus e of the paucity of prot ect ed anchorage s along the coast, it is 

-3-



unl ikely t hat 1~"1.rg0 power boats could be ccommodat od exc~pt : in :: f ew 
plpce s even if th . n~ tive s had the c Rpit ~ l to invest in them . It seems , the r e ­
for e , thpt t he t r .di tional c r> no e .nd woman fish puddl er a r-e not likely to be 
suppl ant ed fo r some time . 

'lh e pr es ent shortage of ro pe " nd nets , with c ol1seque nt high prices , is 
i mposing ~ burd en on the fi shing community whi ch c .n not bo r olieved to any 
gr ent oxtent by local action . In 1928 , the Dep~rtmant of .gricultur o i mport ed 
R number of sisal plrnts from old Germ~n pl nt .tions in ogol' nd and st~ rt e d 

nur se r y on the cans t j ust we s t of le ers . At tho time it wps hope d t} t sis 1 
could be es t pblished in the : cc r R pln ins both s an expo rt crop an Iso 5 

ou rc e of f i be r for the lcc" l HqUSR ro pe- m k . r s . CultivAtion houe ve r Wr>5 

stopp6 d ~ f ew yea r s 18t e r beceus s of the unfortunat e ex e r i cnc es of th ~ ~ s t 
Jl.f r i c['.11 r l " nt. <> tions duri ng t hG dep r ession . The sis a l conti lJ ued to gro 'J cl spit e 
t hc di sc on-tinu nc of cultivrd ion '.nd the Prisons De 3r t me nt 1 .5 c.blo to obt Ain 
fib er for rop;; m1.king by convicts as 1 · t o A S 1940 . I n 1943, t he .r ea origina l ­
l y pl:->.nt oa in s i sal w,<;.s c l €p r e d to rnke way f er fi ght .::: r 1,l ".21 e 1 nding str'p , 
which i n the end w .... s nGver complet ed . Thus t . E: b sis fo r s : '11 r ope - n;(. k' ng 
industry w~ s des t r oyed t o the pr esent d is"dv ~nt ge of t he Joc 1 fis h& r on . 

Import s of fish i nto the colony dr opped to . r ecord low in 1946, when only 
14,163 cwt (112 Ibs . ) of fi sh w~ re br ought in ~3 couq rr ea vi th 120 , 123 c t in 
1938 . T~ ble s I - 1V ~pp~nded to t he r eport show hm fish L .~orts hp /~ d8c lined 
du r ing t he P9 st t en yaRrs. ~t vi l1 be SGG n fr o ~a 10 IV t hqt during th~ .~ r 
French Toc;o l nd b0cfl flle thG major SGurc "; oJ ::;'old Co st fish im acts , it is inter­
ds ting to not e i n thi~ connsc t ~on th~t th~ pric ~ of oried fish f r om To~ol ana 
has r en.c' il'.eo under 3¢ a pound since 1936, de spit e the ciz'lt l e r is.;;; in ',I orld fis h 
pric es. 

1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
193 8 
1<; 39 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

--------------

1_ bill 1 

n~PORTS OF PeES;. rSD FISH OF "\1L KI NDS 
FRO~19~to 1946 

~ ______ . __ ~T~o.t~l nport s 
Amount s given in cwt (112 Ibs) 

' : 67 , 125 
68 , 466 
69 , 463 
80 , 62 4 

117 , 103 
151 , 716 
120,123 
1 7 , 880 

. 3, 967 
16 , 051 
32 , 927 
20 , C02 
19 , 987 
22 , 274 
14,1 63 

--- --_ .. __ . __ . -------------------------~ .. 
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Year 

1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

T.'illLE II 

AVER.I\GE PRICE OF I MPOETED FISH 

(19}0 = 100 ) 

99 94 
104 86 

94 67 
97 65 
94 70 
.87 73 
89 82 
86 86 
78 90 

104 101 
195 113 
189 204 
59* 197 
8~* o . 261 . 

272 284 

*Figure l ow due to bulk purchase of 
low gr ade herring from Ccmada 0 
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TABLE 11 I 

JAPORTS OF Cllm,ici.l FISH .W CGln'; l'~U uf (;~IGnJ 

Total ~'cl ~:h t Value 

~ar : ~IT : m:A f, --,-----_._-----------
1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

19/+1 

191,.2 

1943~H~ 

1944~H:-

191.;·5 

55 , -93 

92 ,454 

67,7b2 

65 , 836 

20, 571 

6,678 

'"',., 'j '4.,......-. 

l~ ,_;O 

':"1 , 188 

8, 068 

1::"8 , 068 

2(:3 , 4Ll.4 

143, 5L,l 

..1.2u , ,')C 

52 , 701 

:31 , 966 

104) 310 

17,471 

3, 1.1 

51; , O~,~ 

. -- ----------
n;r'c .:nta" e of total for e ach country 

UJA Canada or tur;al JaDan 

64. 0 ... ·5 21.0 8 . D 

i,- -; ~- -,,- -,,-

27 . (J 1. 3 11 . (' -;9 .0 

r t • Ne r.rliOble - r. 
l~ . L 80.0 

b . II ..1..) . ,-, 79.0 

gLr . O " '/ . ') C.51i ~-ible : 

°4 .0 " Nes-li6ible " 
v . l 96 .0 Nil Nil 

.c. . G .0 .!. . v hl 

0 . 0 r·I""\ . O N.l.: .hl 

~;- unavailable 

-:;-::- lar&e bulk pureluse of lo~': r;racie herr ing from C.?n3.d~ . 

Ctne rs 

1.9 

~~-

1.7 

3. 5 

1.3 

3 . 

v. O 

'j . '7' 

0.0 

. 0 

r 
~ 

1 
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TABL~ IV 

Th'lPORTS OF DnI~D F ISH FROM H"..A.CH COUN'IRY ---------

PE.:£~cnt.?g~~~ ght from ea c h __ ~Oll~try 

Fr e nch Fre nc h Ca na ry 
Year __ Wei@ t Va lue . ___ _ :!'5~t'2..0 _ ___ l yoIy Coas t Maur etania I s l a nds Newfound land Othe rs 

1936 61 , 910 88 , 909 5 . 8 4.9 8 . 7 73 . 0 neglig ible 7.6 

1937 5 9 , 2 6.2 8 6 , 332 * * * * * * 
1938 52 , 3131 75,74 6 17 . 0 12 . 0 8 . 8 5 3 . 0 negli gible 9 .2 

1939 42 , 044 55 , 8 22 36 . 0 3 . 0 10.7 30 . 0 " 20 . 3 

1940 23, 396 30 , 513 5 1. 0 2.1 12.0 18 . 0 " 16.9 

c-. 
1941 9 , 37 3 9,373 80 . 0 1. 0 negli g ible neglig ibl e " 19 .0 

1942 10 , 502 15,78 7 76 . 0 1.6 II II 20 . 0 2 .4 

1943 7,872 19 ,366 42.0 4 . 0 36 . 0 " 17 .0 1.0 

1944 8 ,7 99 13 ,013 86 .0 13 . 0 negli.~ i ble " negl igible 1.0 

1945 14 , 206 32 ,631 68 . 0 15 . 0 " 1. 2 14 . 0 1. 8 

* Una vai l able 
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