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CUBAN FEOG LEG INDUSTRY
Ey Joseph L, Martinez#
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The export of frog legs from Cuba to the United States has growm during
recent years into a sizable industry with shipments of over 300,000 pounds in
1945, valued at well over {100,000, The quentity of frogs in Cube is increcc-
ing rapidly and exports are expected to gain steadily in importance,

¢ The only species of frogs exploited commercially in Cuba is the
~frog (Rena catesbiana), which ie also known locally as the "Charles" fre:
beceuse it was first brought into Cuba in 1915 from the United States by
Colonel Charles Hernendez of the Cuben Army.

Severel peirs of American frogs werc placed in'a pond at "E1l Chico" farm
near Habana and they propegated rapidly. Eggs from these frogs were disseme-
inated in ponds in various perts of Pinar del Rio end Habana Provinces, cond
eventuelly sprcad throughout Western Cuba and a few places in Eestern Cube,
although they thrive botter in Pinar del Fio Province wherc ponds, lskes rnd
natural food sbound, By 1940 these frogs hed sproad to the Zepets swamp in
Metanzas Provincce, Sagua la Grande in Las Villes Provineo, in the Virame kersh

* in Oriente Provinco, cnd to a lesser cxtent in Camnguey,

There are no commorcial breeding ponde in Cube at the present time,
Sparadic attempts were made some time ngo by rrivete individuels to producc

frogs commercislly by surrcunding ponds with netting, tut cs socn as the
stage of saturction was rcached feeding beesme e rroblem end the frogs were

’ 3;010 Servico ﬁ'grk, Armcricen Embessy, Hebana, Cube, Foblzuary 14, A9k6
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left to seeck food by themsclves, The Ministry of Agriculture asserts that

it is not economical to produce frogs commercially, In Cuba they feed only on
live animals -- shrimps, minnows and other kinds of smell fishes and, when
there is a searcity of natural food, resort to cannibelism,

There is no estimatc of the number of frogs in Cuba, The drought which
followed the hurricane in 1944 reduced production somewhat; but breeding re-
gained impetus when the rains began again in 1945, . Following the temporary
decline in oxports during the war, the Ministry of Agriculture cstimates
that there arc now sufficient frogs to double the rate of exports,

The quantity of frogs caught depends to a large extent on the price ond
demand for tobacco, particularly in Pinar del Fio Province, When tobacco
prices are low, tobaeco growers and workers turn to frog-hunting as a side
line for additional income, When tobacco prices are good, they do not bother
with frogs. At the present time tobacco wages and income are such that few
people are willing to hunt frogs at prevailing prices, Processors feel that
they are unable to pay the increasingly higher prices and have limited their
purchases to absolutcly necessary quantities to fill urgent orders, pending
an agreement with frog hunters on prices. . If nec understending is reached,
processors reportedly will send their own men out from Habana to hunt frogs,

There is no particular season for catching frogs in Cuba, They are
hunted all year round, but in winter when therc is a prohibition in the
United States against catching frogs, business in Cuba becomes brisk until
spring when harvest in the United States commences, They are hunted mostly
at night, A strong electric flashlight and a jute bag with a wocden hoop at
the opening are held in the left hand. The frog is blinded by pointing the
flashlight at it and is then picked up. Another method of catching frogs
which is becoming popular is by spearing,

In Cuba some frogs are known to live as much as 7 years, or longer. For
commercial purposes to insure tender meat, however, only those at least one
year old (after reaching the frog stage) and not older than two years are
taken, because those younger than one year are not economical and those older
than two years are not sufficiently tender.

PECCESSING: There are about 20 cleaning and packing stations in Pinar del

Rio Province; Consolacion del Sur is the shipping terminus. Hunters bring.

the live frogs to the cleaning stations and deposit them alive in a corral
until such time as a truck loaded with ice arrives from the exporter in Habane,
The frogs are then cleaned and skinned by hand. Lately quite a number of
hunters are delivering frog legs already skinned., The legs are placed in iced
tanks and iced wooden cases and trucked to Habana for repacking and shipping.
No use is made of the waste and skins.

Prio? to the war the method of repacking frog legs in Habana involved
more deta}led operations than at present. Those which passed inspection were
?mme?seq in iced water and thoroughly washed, They were then glazed with
ice 1nd1vidu?lly at low temperature to provide a thin, trensparent ice coat-
ing, Each piece was wrapped in paraffin paper and from 8 to 10 sets of legs
were packed in paraffin cardboard cartons, The cartans were then placed 200

to a wooden box and stored in refrigerated warehcuses for shipment on refrig-
erated boats,



During the war there was

a scarcity of paraffin paper and cardbrard

cartons, and refrigcrated shipping was not available; packers were 'frrced
to pack in bulk withcut the ice Coating; in wooden boxes crntaining 100

pounds of frog legs and about 120 pounds of ice,

continues,

The majar portion of exports from Habana,
processed by a very large local beef packer, as = side line,
collected alive in refrigerated trucks from Pinar del Rio,
Motanzas Provineces and were skinned, cleaned and packed in the beef slaughter-

house in Hobana, Shortage of refrigeraticn and shipping focilities during

This method of packing
Packing houses hope, now that the war is over, that they will
be able again to gloaze and pack as befcre,. One small ceoncern packs frog
legs for export in ice-laden barrels, :
until the war started, weos
The fr-gs were
Habana and

the war, as well as crgenized labor demands for hlchcr wages, forced this

packer to discontinue handling frogs,

Frog skins heretofore have been wasted because the market possibilitics

and the methcd of tanning were unknown,

in Armerican’ processcor reportedly

has obtained information as to methods of drying ond prepering skins, snd
this year he reportedly intends to ship to New Yerk for distributirn to

European markets,

CONSUMPTICN:

2 number of pecple h
principally by fﬁrelgncrs.

EXPCETS: Exports of frog legs prior to 1938
cant and were therefrre not shown separ

ave begun using it.

Domestic crnsurption as

, but subsequently they have risen sharvly. In 1942,

year, but in 1943 rose again to substantial levels.
from 1943 tc 1945, inclusive, amounted to about 260,000 pounds cr roughly

two and a helf times as much as the pericd frem 1938 to 1940,

Until very recently frog meat was nct used in Cuba, but lately
In the large cities it is eaten
v whnle is negligible,

were comparatively insignifi-
ately in foreign trade statistics,
when shipping became
disrupted owing to the war, exports fell to half the velume of the
Average yearly exports

rreceding

Teble 1. Cuban Exports of Frog Legs, Years 1937 to 1945, Inclusive,

lear‘ e Total Per Pound
pounds dollars cents
1937 u 0 0 0
1938 6,411 1,627 Vin: [
1939 52,646 54466 10.4
1940 264,246 L£1,745 15.8
1941 381,457 2 o 26,1
1942 191,476 234102 27.7
X043 258,172 90,244 34.9
1944, 211,979 72,682 34.3
1945 302,400 ;/ 5/

Source: Converted intc pounds by Embassy from foreign trade statistics.

) 1/ From ships' manifests,

2/ Average expcrt value per pound during first holf of 1945 was

August 38 cents; in September 57 cents,
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: ; : into the United-States for Cuben frog
legs.Mlﬁg%ml%hgﬁg %ﬂé?faFSTEigﬁriﬁﬁigalto other consuming markets, About
two months ago about 4,000 pounds were sent by air express to New York, P?t
this methed of ferwarding has not been continued because the freipght is n%gh.
The TACA Airlines reportedly intend to reduce their cir express rotes. to New
York, and Cuben exporters hope this will enable them to supply the New York
narket direct, ;

CUEAN FF.CG LEG EXPALTEES

Indalecio Fernandez
Carmen #64

Habana,

Telephone: A-4119

Joseph Fernandez
Reparto Vedado §/n
Guines, Habeana
Telephone: 176 and 203

Jose Ramon Zapater

Cerradn #68, entre 5a. y Vigia,
Hebana.

Telephone: M-6156

Angel Lazaro Lebredo
Dificultad s/n, entre Hermida y Zanja
Batabano, Habana,

Matadero Industrial, Compania Ganadera de
La Habana,

Luyano, Habana.

Telephone: X-3361

PEICES: The official foreign trade statistics indicate an average export
value of 10,4 and 15.8 cents per pound prior to the war in 1939 and 1940, and
an increase to 35 cents per pound during the first half of 1945. In August,
the export value rose to 38 cents and in September to-57 cents per pound.

Prices for oxport in bulk in ice-laden wooden boxes have fluctuated in
the past few months from around {0.70 to §1,00 per pound F,0,E. Habara, They
will probably contimue to fluctuate considerably so long as the dispute be-
tween frog hunters and packers continues unsettled,

Prices for consumption in Habana to restaurants and individuals now

average 70 to 80 cents per pound, as compared with 60 to 70 cents in 1945
and ‘50 to 60 cents prior to the war,
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