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l eft to seek food by themselves. The Ministry of Agriculture asserts that 
it is not economical to produce 'frogs commercially. In Cuba they feed only on 
live animals -- shrimps minnows and other kinds of smell fishes and, when 
ther e is a scarcity of ~ntural food, resort to cc.nnib[,lislJ. 

Ther e is no estimate of the number of fr ogs in Cuba ~ The drought ,'!hich 
f ollowed t he hurricane in 1944 r educed produ,ction somewh,at; but breeding r e ­
gained i mpetus when" the r Elins l;legan again in ,l945 • .. Following · the t emporary 
decline in exports ' duririg tho war, the Ministry .of Agriculture estimat es 
that ther e are now sufficient frogs t o double t he' r at e of exports. 

The quantity of fr ogs caught depends t o a l arge extent on the price r.nd 
demand f or t obacco, particularly in Pinar del Rio Province . ¥fuen tobacco 
prices ar e l ow, tobaeco growers and worker s turn t o fr og-hunting a s a side 
line f or additional income. When t obacco prices ar e good , t hey do not bother 
wi th frogs. At the present time tobacco· wages and inc ome are such t hat f eq 
people are willing to hunt fr ogs at prevailing prices. Processors f eel hat 
they ar e unable t o pay the increas ingly higher prices and have limited their 
purchases t o abs olut ely necessary quantities tn fill urgent orders, pending 
an agreement with fr og hunters on prices •. . If no ·und8rstanding is r eached , 
processors reporte~~y will . ~end .their mm men out 'fr om Habana t o hunt fr ogs . 

There is no 'particu'l ar ' seaso~ for catching ,fr-ogs in Cuba.. They are 
hunted all year r 'ou'nd, ' but in w:inter when t her e, is a pr ohi bi ti on in the 
United Stat es against catching frogs , business in Cuba becomes brisk until 
spring when harvest in the United St at es commences ~ They are hunted mos tly 
at night. A strong el ectric flashlight and n jute' bag ';.lith a wooden hoop at 
the opening are held in the · l eft hand. The frog is blinded by point ing t he 
flashlight at it and is then picked up. Another method of catching frogs 
which is becoming popular is by spearing. 

In Cuba some fr ogs are .knovm t o live as much as 7 years, or l onger. For 
commercial purposes t o insure t onder neat, however, only those at l east one 
year old (after r eaching the fr og stage ) and not older than t wo years ar e 
taken , because those younger than one year ar e not economical ~d those older 
than t wo years are not sufficiently t ender. 

PEOCESSllG: Ther e ar e about 20 cleaning and packing stations in Pinc.r del 
Rib Province ; Cons olacion del Sur is the shipping t erminus.. Hunters bring , 
the live frogs to the cleaning stations and deposit them alive in n corral 
until such time as a truck loaded with ice arrives fr om the exportet iD Habana . 
The fr ogs 'ar e .then cleaned and skinned by hand. Lat ely quite a num~er qf 
hunters are delivering frog ,l egs already skinned. The l egs nr c ·placed.. in ,. iced 
t anks' and iced wooden cases and trucked to Rabana for r epacking and shipping. 
No use is made of the waste &nd skins. 

Prior to t~ wor the method of r epacking frog l egs in ' Rabana involved 
mor e det~iled oper at i ons than at pre sent. Those nhich ' passed. .inspection '.'Tere 
~mme~se~ ~ ~~ed vmt yr and thoroughly washed. '. They ViTer e then glazed '(lith 
:ce lndlVldu~lly ~t low t emperature to provide a thin, transparent ice cont­
lng. Each pl ece was wrapped in paraffin paper and fr om 8 to 10 sets 0f legs 
wer e pocked in paraffin cardboard cartons. 'The cartons were then placed 200 
to a wooden box 2nd stor ed in refrigerated war ehnuses f er shipment on r efrig­
er ated boats . 

2 



· ~ , 
During t he rmr ther e WF S a scarcity 0f rlar nffin peper . nd cGrd rr- rd 

cart ons, nnd r efr iger nt ed shipping vms not a;nilnbl~ ; ' p; cl"er s Vlere f rced 
t o pack in bulk nithout the ice c ont;i.ng,; in wooden boxe s c nnL .inin 100 
pounds of .fr og l egs Gnd ab out 120 pounds l:f ice . This methnd of p cking 
continues. Packi ng h ous e s hope , nmv thFt t he I'mr is over, that t hey ':ill 
be able again t o gL ze and pa ck as befer e . · One small c nncern P< clcs fr r g 
l e gs f or export in ice -laden barrels o 

The mn j or portion of exports fr oJ:] Habana , until the wcr stRrtcd , ~1('S 
pr 0cessed by C1. v er y l arge l UCGl beef packer, RS n s ide line . The fr ' gs riC' ' 13 

c ollycted alive in r efrigerated trucks fr om Pinar de l Ri (' ~ Habc.na Gnd 
Mc.t anza s Pr ovinces Rnd were skinned , cl enned f'nd pE'. cked in the bee f slau;;hter ­
house i n Ho.bann~ Sh nrto. ge of r efri ger ati on (tnd shipping f ncilitie s during 
the war, ns well a s org~mized I nb or demands f or higher wages , f orced this 
pa cker t o disc ontinue handl ing frogs~ 

Fr og ski ns her et of or e hnve been wasted be cnuse t he !!1nrket poss i hilitios 
nnd the methed of t anning wero unknovm . An Americnn: pr oce ss nr r eportedl y 
hGS obta i ned inf or mat i on a s to nethods of drying ond pr cpering skin<> , p.nd 
thi s year he r eportedl y intends t o ship t o New Ycrk .f c1r dist ributi r n t o 
Eur opean markets ~ 

QCNSUMIT1 (JiJ: Until ver y r e cently fr c'g noat 7[1 S: nr,t us ed in Cubn j but l c.te ly 
n number of r:e cpl e hnve be gun using it. In t he I nr ge citie s it is e L.ten 
principnlly by f oreigner s. Dc'mestic C r'Ds1..u:-'pt i on D S [\ whnl e is ne 61igiblo . 

EXPIET~: Export s of fr og l egs prior t n 1938 ~'!er e c ompnr ativcl y i nsignifi ­
cant a nd wer e ther e f nr e not sh own s epnratc l y in f or e i gn trp.de stc.'.t istics , 
but subsequentl y they have risen sh['~rply. I n 19L,2, nhen shipping bee, IT,e 
disrupt ed O1;'ling t o the war, expor ts f ell t o hp.lf the volume of the prococ1inr-; 
year, but in 1943 r os e ngain t o subst nntia l levels c' Aver p.ge yenrly expnrts 
fr om 1943 t o 1945, inclusive , nmounted t o nb , ut 260,000 pounds nr r oughly 
t wo and a ho. lt.: times' a s much a s the period fT om 1938 t o 1940 . 

Tcble 1 . Cuban Export s of Frog Logs , Ye Elr s 1937 t o 194~ 5 ; I nclusive. 

---
Year Quantity --- .Vnluo 

Totf::l Per P nd 
-----

pounds c ellars cents 

1937 0 '0 0 , 
1938 6 , 411 1, 627 25.3 
1939 52., 646 5,~.66 10 ,4 
1940 264$246 [;1 ,745 15 . 8 
1941 381,457 99,771 26 0 1 
1942 191,476 53,7152 27 . 7 
1943 258. 172 90 , 244 34 . 9 
1944 211~979 72 , 682 34.3 
1945 302]400 1/ Y 

_--4.._ 

Source: Converted int o pounds by E .. bc. ssy fr oT:] f or e i gn treGe s ctistics . 

1/ Fr o~ ships~nnifest s . 
Z/ Average export vnlue .er pound during fi r st ~r- lf of 1945 ~ s ~5 co , in 

Augus~ 38 cents; in September 57 cents . 
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legs. rrom there they nr e distributed t o other con sumlng P1t: r ets . .. nu 
two months a go about 4,000 poun(l,s wer e sent by a ir express t o N8\:! Y0r~, but 
this ~ethcd of f orwarding has not been continued because the frclght 18 high . 
The TACA Airlines reportedly intend to ' r educe their a ir expr es s r c.tes . t ~cw 
York, nnd Cuban exporters hope this will enable them to su l y the Hfm or. 
market ' direct. 

CUEAN FT,CG LEG E!~POLTE} §. 

Inda l e cio Fernandez 
Cermen #64 
Habana . 
Te lephone: A- 4119 

Joseph Fer na nde z 
Reparto Vededo ~/.n 
Guines, Habc na -
Te l ephone : 176 and 203 

Jose Ramon Za ater 
Cerrade. #68, entre 5a . y Vigi a , 
Habana . 
Te l ephone : M- 6156 

Ange l Lazaro Lebredo 
Dificultad sin, entre er nida y Zan j a 
Batnbnno, Hnbana . 

Mat adero Indu s tT ial, Compani a Ganader a de 
La Rabann , 

Luyano , Habana . 
Tel eph one : X- 3361 

PFICES: The official fore i gn trade st tist ics indicate an aver age' e _ or 
value of 10 &4 e.nd 15.8 cents per pound prior to the war in 1939 end 1940 , end 
an increase to 35 cents per pound dur i ng the first half of 1945 . In ugust ~ 
the export value rose to 38 cent s end in ' Sept ember to ' 59 c nts per pound . 

Prices for 22S.I?.Qrt in bulk in ice -l, den wooden boxes have flactuated in 
the past f evJ months fTom ar ound ~ Or 70 to ~ 1. 00 per pound F . O. E . Hnb n . The y 
,Jill probably cont inuo to fluctuat e considerably s o long e s the dispute be ­
t ween frog hunter s and packer s continues unsettled. 

Price s for consumption in Habann to r estaurants and individuals nO\7 
aver age 70 to 80 cents per pound, a s compar ed with 60 to 70 cents in 1945 
and 50 to 60 cents prior to the war. 
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