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~ (JAPAl'i~~) FI SHING L\;l)USTRY 

The fishing industry -- held by many writers on economic subjec ts t o be a 
major key to the food problem i n present - day Japan -- i s a n object of s earchi ng 
scrutiny in Japanese magazines . There is, accordingly, great concer n r egarding 
deliveries of fish to urban districts, and much di scussion r egar ding r etentio n 
of price control . Ther e are expressions of r eli ef at th e basic pl enty of the 
i nc r eased haul s vl1hich have r esulted from Supreme Corunande r f or the Al li ed 
Powers' extension of the fishing gr ounds , and t he r e i s hope t ha t furthe r incr "lases 
will bring renewed pro sperity to the industry. 

Financial writers, on the whole ar e optimistic ove r th e economic fu t ur e of 
the fishing industry. It is agr eed t ha t pr8sent hi gh pr ic es on wartime products 
assure profits in fishery operation, but t hoS8 who take th R l ong vi p-w caution 
against lass itude and counse l application of sci entific lne t hods to f~ nsur e a 
prosper ous futur e . Shortages of ma t e r i als a r e conced ed t o ex i s t (particula rly 
of hempen r ope -- wh ich i s unobta i nable at pr 2s ent) , but SOITtP ':,rit ers bAl i evc 
that suffici ent raw cot t on is a t hand to permit r eplac 8r:J.pnt of cotton netting . 
her e is much prais e for the "link syst em" of oi l d istri butio n , and th '3 f "eli ng 

is expr ess ed that Arrle rican oil i mpo rt s will provide fo r tho future . 

MAR Il'lS PRODUC T'I ON' Al:JD DISTRIBUTION 

An EKOlJO~!IISUTG staff article point s out that , t hough t ho incroase in the 
ric e ration averted t h e food cr isi s, "the J apancs A a r e still sho rt on ca l or i es 
and need suppl ementary f oods to mak e up t h i s defici ency ." HO iNGve r, "Japan . . . 
exc els in fishing . It i s , ther efore, more r ational t o expect empha s i s on t he 
incr eas e of ma rine products than on t hat of ot he r foo d . " Ther e i s some op i ni on 
that the availabl e fi s h supply is not fully utiliz8d bRcaus e distri buti on i s 
unsatisfactory, and "some say t ha t t he fault li es vii th t he official price system . " 
As a solution, others urge Il e stablishment of a n '3W mi ~l i stry i n t his connection . " 

Motoshige Okako (Director, Tokyo Fish Control Co.', Ltd .), t aK8s a favor abl e 
viewpoint in JITSUGYO NO NI PPON. He do es no t f avor a bolishing offi c i a l control 
of pric es , and thinks t hat with t he enla r gement of the fishing gr ounds nand 
wi t h increase in t he number of fishing- boa t s t he industry wi ll be among the 
fi r st to r eturn to normal -- which will ma ke o: fic i a l control unn'3cessary. Thi s 
should be possi ble wi thin ,a year . 1\ Okako admits tha t "unoffi ci al transact i ons 
among officers of distributing agenci es" cause occasional f a ilures in t he 
distribution system , and t akes up t h e a r gument s fo r and against pric ~ cQntro l. 

Note : 'l'his r eport (PUBLICATIONS ANALYSIS, 18 fobrua r y 1 947, No . 9 3) Vias 
prepared by the Civil Info r ma tion and ~ducation S~ction , Anal ys i s and Resea rch 
Division, General HeadQuarter s , Supreme COlmnander for thp Allied Power s . 
(Reproduced by permi ss ion of thc=; Civil Affairs Division, ';jar Depa rtme nt. ) 
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"Aboli tionists say that as long as of icial pric control 0xis i h ' J 11 
gravitate to localities adjacent to fishin rounds to ave t~ price of ran ­
portation, or to agricultural distric s for barte r; ° u if c 10n_s are boliah 
t he supply will flow into the cities where sa isfac ory rpceiving a encies 
exist . " Opposing this a rgument, Okako holds tha because fi sh is 8 stapl e foo , 
it woul d be improper to abolish price control un il prd~uc ion rpach~s a i er 
l evel. He also is certain tha abolition wo ld re s 1 in a rone dous rise in 
prices . Giving figures for the quantity of fish avai abl f or h,.· Tokyo are 
over a period of months -- ran in from a low of 176 m ric ons &oly 0 a hi h 
of 278 metric tons -- Okako esp~cially lauds he prod uc ion of HokK.a ido . -­
Further inl-ormat i on on the fishin industry in P.okkaido is 0 bp. fo nd in a 
TOYO ~IZAI SHIMro survey, which sta P.S hat " he a uatic indl.1 ry of Hokkei 0 
is one of the world ' s l a rgest, embrac in ab1.lD an reso rc 6 . ','r> may expec his 
i ndustry to make rapid stri des from primi ive methods of co s al °is in 0 a 
mod ern type of pela ic fisbi n ,and 150 to improved methods of odern cannin " 

Full utili zation of natural r e sources is ur ed by Y. l.Jakano , ri in in 
DAIAl'1.ONDO . Poin in out tha SCAP ac ion has ,ox "'nded t" fis i areas , 
allowed construction of f i shin vessel, and facili a ed 0°1 is rib ion by he 
link syst em, Nakano says, " '.'.l1at can res orr-> p rosperi y 0 Japan is npit e r 
Soc ialism nor Communism -- it is scienc e . Th~ oc~an a be S8a con ain in-
exha sti ble tr easur es; in o r df"r to u ilize heM fully Vie m s ..lide by 
scientific methods of fishin ." Th i s wri er proposes e c lOon of 
" sea- farms ," in which, " as we fertil i ze t ht> riC 3 fic ds, 'Ie s 
t ho seaweeds which ar c rich i n iodinp and sprv~ as food bo h or ° an and fish . 
~els are bred quite succ essfully in Japan° 0 her fish ho'ld be tr ea e similarly 
Le t us clo s e the entranc e 0 ~okyo or 1. e Bay °.'li ne in ~v ic~ ./ ill perm ° fish 
to ent er but not to l oave ; and us'? tho bay 9S a ' far..yard · for h(> bree i and 
incubation of fish , a nd fo r tte ~lanti n~ af'..:! ulti 8tion of °ble sea'oveeds ." 

.r.C~S& R r '; TSRIALS 

Oil and nettinG, primary necessitie for fiste rins , or e rc~ ed by Ken 
'-Jakamura , of th e Depa rtment of Agriculture and Fores ry, in SHOKO . Fuel i 
onc e a r:18 jor arti cl e of import (supplying 90 perc Ant of t e demand) , is becoming 
increaSingly critical in suppl y . I n 1936, Takamura wri es, " the Gove rmnen 
mad e plans to manufacture a rtificial fuel oil in ord e r to supply he d ema d 
ind epende ntly. The demand was accordingly con rolle , an i port ed oil --
which had hitherto been tax- fr ee was taxed 0 maintain a alance i h he 
expensive synthetic product ." However, as t hi s eavy iropor e oil previo sly 
had been used by " 50- 70 perc ent of h'" fisherm pn -- mos of hese small scale 
operators with vess els of l e ss than 20 tons" -- tl is rise in cost, as Vio l ently 
opposed, a nd the Government " granted subsidies and c er tain 0 hp r measures" to 
equalize mat t e r s. Nakamura g ives fi gur es for the ppr iod 1940- 1944 wh ich show 
a st eadi l y decreas ing r a tio be t w8en supply an~ demand. Durin the se y a rs 
the suppl y of light oil de crp.ased from 93 per c 9nt of dqmand to 10 . 8 percent, and 
t hat of heavy oi l from 53 .8 perc ent to 5 . 3 perc 8nt . After the t ermi na tion 
of the wa r, American i mports "brought a r 8sultin increas e in light oil to 18 
PGrc ~nt of demand , a nd in heavy oil to 6,9 per cent of demand ." S a ing t ha t 
Japanes e production of fue l oil canno t supply mo r e than 10 perc ent of the 
nec essary quantity, he asks fo r continued su~port from the United states in 
permitting importation of the ba l anc0 . 



- 3-

The sa'Tle wr i ter gi ves an out line of t-rle procedure by whi ch oil i s a llotted 
o consumers. "The allotment (of oil) i s decided monthly by consultation; then 
•.• the Agricultural Department informs the l ocal· government and the Oil 
Control Company of its ext ent . The 10 CG. l government decides the detailed break­
down for the various kinds of f i sher i es, and dis.tri butes the fURl to the fisher ­
men through l ocal Fishery Associations by ITi8anS of the 'link system.' For ocean 
fisheries, oil is al l otted en bloc t o the Ocean Fi sher y Assoc iation , a nd dis ­
tributed by t hi s agency ." 

cotton and hemp compri se t he bulk of nets currently in use, t he normal pre­
war quantity of the demand "be ing some 18 ,500 to ns of co t ton n8tting and 219 , 000 
sacks of Mani l a hemp for J apan proper. Sinc e 1938 t hes e stocks have be en con- ·· 
trolled, and gr adually have been r educ ed toward the vanishing pOint ." Nakamura 
s ets the quantity of cotton needed for nets at about twic e t ha t to be suppli ed; 
and says "the present usable nets of Manila hemp total 6 , 300 tons a s agains t 
39 , 000 tons needed ." In t hes e , as in r elat ed suppl y needs (silk , gut , dyes , etc. 
the r eiterat ed opinion is one of thanks fo r "the Alli es I good will" and hope for 
continued support. 

FURTI:ER OPINION 

Considerable optimism is f Glt by Saburo Mitsuhori in r egard to the pres ent 
and future of Japanes e fis he ri es . In a NORIN JIBO article , he c. ites t he gr ad ­
ual extens io n of the permitt ed fi s hing ar eas , and ho l ds out hope for eventual 
fishing " in the northern ocean , with the e nlargem8nt of t he a r ea fo r bo t t om 
fishing in the Yellow Sea a nd the "Sa st China Sea ." He descr ibe'S t h,:; whaling 
exped ition to antarctic wate rs -- products of wh ich should r ~ach "40 , 000 tons 

) f meat, hide , and o il" -- and streSS (3S the sp iri t ua l pff ects of th is succes s 
on the Japanes e mind . Furthe r opti~ism i s cxprcs sG~ r egarding f ue l o il s upply, 
about which (by virtue of pe rmitt ed imports) he f "'Gls "there n"ed be no f f' a r i n 
the future ." In ths sarr.e ve in (and in contrast to :;::on gakamur a , quo t ed above ), 
th e allocation of 80,000 ba l es of import ed cotton for us e in ma nufacturing :18tS 
" is t hought to be suffici e nt ," Ro pe (h pmp) i s another a nd mor;:; diff i cult prob ­
l em . As the shortage of hemp is universal, " ther e i s no way oth(=' r than to r ely 
on the dwindling stock on hand and on subs titutes." As t o f ish i ng boats, "Japan 
had 350,000 boats of a t ot al tonnage of 1,100,000 befo r e th 1 war . At prRs cnt 
S118 has 320 ,000 boa t s with a t on nage of 800 , 000, and t r.O Govpr!1..T11p nt has ps t ab­
li shed a plan to build 337 , 000 tons of f ishin . craft." 

Estimating that fish ery products will incr eas s i n t ne cominE; year, Mi t su­
hori admits the difficulty of proper coll ec tion of coastal fishing ca tches , and 
is a support er of cOl1tinued Government control of fishory products -- "in ord er 
to secur e the gr8at es t possibl e supply for the conswners ." 

THE ADVANC~ OF CAPITAL !l\ITO Co.c,.S'IAL FIS:-I~Y 

Sei zo Okamoto , a l octur er at Ni ppon Uni ve r si t y, takes up the question of 
the advance of capita l into coastal fish ing and quest i ons its value as a n a i d 
to increased production . 'i'Jri ting in ASAHI HYORON , he .conclud es that -- because 
(1) the present capital advanc9 does not ,i mprove th ~ ol d managem~nt method by 
local organizations , no r bring devel opment in methods of product i on , a nd (2) such 
capital is inves t ed only for i mmed i a te profit to non- loca l management, and makDs 
for explOitat i on of the fish i ng: villages -- advanc e of capital i s r eactionary 
;nd undes irab l e . 
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In order t o make h i~ point , this riter pr~ 8n 9 R n , 
table s rpgardin the chon i n. pe c"n /'"e in () if -nr.: 
ne t fishing , (c) dra",, - ne t fi shin , ( ) an li for una ann 

s s iClll 
(b) _0 lin 
a d ( ) 1 

other ffinal l-scale methods , for the period 19 8 - 1 45 . 
t bles tha t ( c) and (dl hav e s adily declined , ha 
high position, that (bl has increased r ema r kably ; 

Vp Y 

for about 50 perc ent of tot 1 production. The mos i~por 

t he advanc e of capita l may be 3een in al1- seel fist-in 
dissolution of the present sys ern . . . and a 
co .cl des that beca se " he irr.provement of uali y a 
progr esJ (unde r co - opera iva mana e~en) oward full 

r o unds, the synthosis of me hods of 
sh i p i s necessar y , a ma~. - mana emnn by COBS 

m t hod for t he can rol of co~st9.1 fishnripc ." 

Okamot o lauds he prp - w'\r "Fish.-ry 
airr.ed::.l te d"'V21I")pr,"'")n of 1: '" i f .... rip. 
h.p i::-,prover.ent of lifp in t .. , ~isnin- 'il ~ (,S , 'll11 b 
of [' ,ut .lal conn~ J ion ::.lnd cooPt r~ ion (b ',;nen 1'i S!. .. r. I" 

e 

Plost proc;r pss ivp nion , '.'li r ttc r..O 0 , ' Fishi a pro r-r only by coo rs ion . 

Un ar t :1t: ti Ie, " COf'"LP'" i iO:l in 1 e Fis! ii, 
SEn:Ib staff wri t"-'r surveys c r 3 in fi ~t, I 

s:)r.r'VJ!.3 t prp~na tur e. 0 takp 00 

,nterprises , th~ fi~ting i n'u 
tion of vmr ind.mini.i"s . 1.1 ;.is psp 
favo r ed, as this eornp3ny c n covpr ueh 
is also only sliLhtly aifec pd, 
of stocks on hand . Conseq ently 
Special A counts Corporation . 'Jar, howe cr, 
Tt i s company l ost i ts principa propprtics i 
crisis onl~' by c3.;?i al re ion ." 

Profits are increasing rapidl , ~ays this wri pr, i 
profit is dls t o hp soar in prices of ~ritine proiu ts' no crrsse 

on 

in production . 1Lis last , hO'lJev e r, has be"'n rca ly ... pro ('4 by ' s ext3nsion 
of th.~ fi shing grounds ." 1,Ja r damages ha ve been a r "'a hand icap 0 sh ' pb il ing 
The Kyokuyo and Hokoku Companies plan 0 increaS E) heir capi 1 0 buil ne' 
shi ps , while Hichiro " las succeeded i n raisin funds from hp 1:1 us r'al &nk of 
J apan for t h is purpose ." ippon Aquatic , a vin "th.::; I p8s damage , pla 5 0 

r epa ir existing ships rather than to build ex ensivply . " All of t "'se fishing 
corr,p3.n i c s " are maki n . seve r e competi i on in such ar"3as as Rokkaido Kinkazan, 
the Bonins, Kyushu, the Boko Islands, a nd the ~ast China Sea . Ru ines i 
promising a nd appears to pr"sa e a gr ea futur . if 10:1 3.n s t ~ady pffor s ar 
made to surmount pr e s e nt difficulties . " 

A more detailed consi deration of repr~ entative fishing firms ap ears in 
a DAINlONDO s taff piece . Referrino to Nic h iro' s (Russo - Japa n Fishin Cu . ) loss 
of fishing areas in the north, this write r estimates that t he cos 0 Nichiro 
is 170,000,000 yen or 30 percent of t he total assets. Though in o r dina ry time s 
this would call for a great reduction in capi tal , such action may not be neces­
sar y in vi ew of t he hi gh pric es of commoditi e s . As t h is is an 01 , established 
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firm , a considerable number o f Bsta lish~?n ~d ~ erials r ~m3i hp ir-
erior. The book value of these asse s "is 10VI, ut rna] amo n to ~omE' 

50 , 000 , 000 yen on r eappraisal. The fo rte of thi s firm, however , i ex -
perience and t echnical skill, which it will devote 0 coas al f i sbin n ' 1 
extension of fi shing is perr'li tted i n th e nor t~ sea ." 

As to pre sent plans, "there a r e four 1'i shing grounds o r ichi r o , one 
f r ound -- for crab fi shing , sardine s a nd ot rJ.e r fisb - ,. i n t he area cen f" ri 
around the volcanic bay of Ho kkaido; tbp s e cond is t l e west e rn ro nd a s e 
on Shimonoseki, Kyushu ; and the third and f ourt h a r e K ri-harna and Is ::' ~ no - ,_ld, 

where the tuna and bonito ar e found . On K'Jri, t he firm plans 0 use 10 
troll ers of 330 tons displac ~l~ nt, two tugs of 75 t ons , and 0 ne t~n craf t . 
Further plans include additional buildin of ve ss '31s , f unds 1'o r whi c h a r e 0 
be borr owed ." 

Boyo Suisa1 (Hoyo Aquatic Products Co . ) is a new firm es ablished in 
Februa ry 194 6 and ori ginal l y capita lized at 190 , 000 yen . Capit 1 stock in 
the amount of 3 , 000 , 000 y en was i ss ued lat '~ r to fin';'.llc ,-> th~ purchasf of the 
five ve sels of th e J apan Light Metals Co ., used as ore transports durin hF 
war . "Profi t a ble op e r ation of t h e s e s h ips 1":3. S ca u e d forr."tation of A. new 
building program calling for 12 netti ng ships VJ i th a to t al di pla c eme nt of 
1,380 t'ons ." 

SOURC-:::S 

(Magazines, Circulation and Author s* ) 

AS3\.HI HYORON, 50 , 000 , Se izo Oka'T,o t o ; DAL\: '~Ol C, 90 , 0 0 , Y. _ rikqno , n'''' 
staff articl e ; 1i%:mJO~.;rSUTO , 35,000 , staff articl e ' : I TSeGYO NO TL?FO: , 
50 , 000, !I,;otosh i ge Okako , ~'JORn; JIRO , 10 , 000 , Sa buro ~~ it suhori ; SEO:m, 5 , 00n 
Ke n Nakamura; TGYO :K1i:lZu-'\. I SI-Ur,rPO , 25 ,000 , t hr ee staff a rticle s . 

* \~ere ava ilable . 
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