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European vessels have fished the waters off Canada's 
Atlantic Coast fo r over four hundred years . New Brunswick, a 
Liari time Province, developed a lucra ti ve shipping industry i n the 
late nineteenth century; t he fisher ies industry was one of the 
basic foundations of the maritime prosperity of that era. 

The Maritime Provinces are adjacent to one of the world's 
gr eatest fishing areas . About four-fif ths of the North Atlantic 
fishing grounds are off the 5 , 000 mile coastline of the three 
:.aritimes . Included are the Bay of Fundy with 8,000 square miles 

o)f excellent fishing grounds where the strong tidal flow washes up 
subterranean plant life attracting many species of fish. 

With the nat~ral advantage of position the Maritimes 
have had large fishing industries . In New Brunswick, fishing has 
always ranked high among the province's industries. At the present 
time"it is in third place in economic importance, preceded by 
pulp and paper mills and lumbering. 
11 American Consulate Report No. 12, Saint John, N. B., Canada, 

March 15, 1949. 
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TABLE NQ. I - FISH LNLlI NlS NLl LA~EO VALUES. t-t:w BRLNSW I CI<. 1944-48 

SPECIES 1944 
-PbuN>s 

cool' .. ~,....... 14,251,700 
lH..ooocKf',. • • • • • • 861 ,500 
HERR II'GlJ r..... 39 , 097 , 900 
SARDI~s! •••••• 81,496,400 
Ct..AM~/.~,...... 7,7r:I),200 
LOBSTERs=;...... 7,199,300 
ScALLOP~ •••••• 23,500 
~INKLE~/7...... 34,800 
ALEWIVEr •••••• 3,832,500 
SMELTsl,........ 4,348,700 

~
r[ ........ I,045,6CX> 

EELs! .7.. ...... 51 , 700 
ICEl , .. . .... 4~,400 

OYSTER~' . . . ... . 4 , 661 , 200 
MusSEL~'. .... .. 34,800 
POLL~/. .... .. 1,960,800 
SAlWTf ••••• • •• 728,200 
SHAol?,... ...... 1,239,200 
CRABs=J • • ~7. .. .. 35,000 

~
AR Ct..AI4~ •• • •• '.97, r::t:JJ 

L IVE 1/ . ....... 472 ,900 AKElT,......... 3,651,800 
Dl.l.sdJ • ~ , . • • • • • 51 , 6CX> 
MACKERELlJ...... 2 ,297,200 
STURGEONll . ..... 4,500 
HALIBUT17. . ..... 4,3OD 
~IW.I.P~/. . • . •• I~, 100 
BAS~/....... . .. 12, 700 
PERC~:sr./. ~ •• • ••• 700 
PICKERE •••• •• 23, 100 
SuCKE •• • • • • • 73,200 

~ 
• 512,m 

46,136 
'32.7,382 

1,344,~ 
186,624 

1,610,046 
10,43 1 
1,044 

00,177 
526,991 

22,344 
2,299 

12,437 
162,185 

1,044 
61,901 

176,204 
45,484 

I~ 
6 , 326 

14,471 
1~ ,9CB 

9,670 
915,400 
~ 
828 

3,883 
2,540 

7 
2,660 
4 , 276 

7f!IJ 
OARSE FI~'... 11,100 166 ~ 

ITE F 1Sti1/.... 2 ,6CX> 

N<E TROUT2I •••• 
Oll4ERS • • • •• •• •• 44 6(X) 629 

TOTAL •• ' .H _. II6.~.L300 _ . .tZ<49 .• I62 
l' SEA Zl SEA (!HEUJ ISH, ETC. } 

1945 
POI.H)S VALLE: 

16,812,100 • 570,837 
665,700 42 ,224 

33,170,400 358,884 
67,CB:>,<4O) I, 1~,'32.4 
4,47'5,em 98,207 I 
7,542 ,CXX> 1,927,542

1 

40,200 18,282 
-18,100 1,250 

2 ,865,200 ~ ,523 
3,915, 300 424,300 I 
~7 , 700 9,704 
~,800 2,870 

001,700 15,041 I 

3,688,200 161,194 
..a, 100 I,?':O 

4,N,100 135,877 
993,700 254,416 

1,119,500 38,292 
130,000 J2.5 
-480,9(l) 6,113 
267,9(l) 6,995 

2,640,EnJ 71,495 
104,200 10,646 

2,926,800 124,031 
8,em 1, 542 
7,100 1,287 

9'5, 200 I ,86 1 
2 ,..co 400 
I,COO I 10 

29,100 1 3 ,685 
78,m I 5 ,3J5 
2,COO ~ 

700 20 

I 946 

~ l VALUE 
22,213,400 • 728,1a? ' 

815,cxx> I 53,276 I 
55, 392 ,em 657 ,974 I 

97,223,em 1,513,1(J7 
5,781,<40) 121,872 I 
9,179,COJ 2 ,597, XI? 

49,COJ 27,..as ' 
34,90) 1,047 I 

12,851,300 147,em 
2,835,em 385,554 

744,COJ 15,806 
97 ,COO 7,2Ce 

460,em 8,015 ; 
5,CB3,6CX> 185,'32.3 I 

623,4<Xl 6,6CE 
3,<492,50) 87,715 I 

824,6CX> 322 ,em 
I ,<496, 6CX> 64, COO 

43,cm 1(J7 
767, 100 16, 166 
628,200 20, 984 

2,318,200 59 , 682 
342,6(X) 12 , 593 I 

2,184,800 109,679 I 
4 ,50) 526 

12,6CX> 2 ,166

1 

485 ,6CX> I 14,~3 
7 ,400 ffi8 . 

- I 28 ,300 3 ,aJ5 
70, 700 4,96 1 

I , m 4~ 

154. 762 .Em 1A~. 1031226.002 ,<40) I P. 176. 128 
11 II>I..N«> 

NoTE: YEARS IN ~IS TABLE ARE mOV llC lAl FlSC/14.. YEARS: NoVEleER I - DenSER 3 1. 

1947 

POU~S 1 VALUE I 
21,417,200 • 465,693 

528,900 29,342 1 
48,875,200 543,a>4 

101,217,50) 1,536,741 
6,911,9CX) I 1~,899 
6,859,50) I 1,::ro,461 I 

31,900 17,570 I 
3O,COJ 924 

8,257,em 93,547 
3,070, 700 538,~ 

741,6CX> 15,758 I 
258,200 4,"'83 
158,200 I 3,281 

4,94:,700 I 178,704 

2,~,COO "2,n 
810,400 I 220,714 
933,cm 34,960 

5Q5,fIJJ 
fIJ5,5OO 

2,224 ,<40) 
17 ,200 

3,247 ,90) 
2<4, 700 1 

9,500 I 
2 13 ,500 

8 , 000 
2,400 

19,<XX> ' 
20,90) I 

1,6CX> 
129,300 

10,366 
25,010 
35,912 
3,784 

124,862 
1,856 
1,835 
4,970 

910 
92 

1,768 
772 
5:l) 

4 , 4 14 
1, 190 2 , 700 I 

3. <XX> 90 
214.293 . 900 L~.674.;n) 

19 4 8 
POlJII«)S 

24, 349,700 
I,OI2,En) 

56,741,4<Xl 
86 , 954 , <40) 

7,806,c.m 
8, ax; ,6CX> 

89,300 
35,800 

12,072,500 
4,859,300 

732,900 
63,90) 

683,6CX> 
7,103,700 

V/I4..lJE 

• 586,916 
65,437 

503,564l 
2,148,586 

177 ,899i 
2,~,483 

30,382 
I,~ 
86,~ 
835,~ 

19,94~1 5, 
18,222 

259,C57
1 

- I 
2,997,400 56,I38i 

987,300 293,1091 
830,6CX> 30, 125

1 
( I N::LUOED I ~ CLAMS) I 
1,C64,200 56 , 661 
2, 7 12,900 51 ,839 

35, em 5,62~ 
1, 722 ,500 63,884j 

3,100 
93,40) 

200 
200 

17,100 
14,5(X) 

I,Em 
19,500 

-61d 

>~ 
~ 

1,0 

; .500 I -7~ 
221.091.100 I t7.1.~ 

~ES: "ANHJAL REPORT ~ ll£ DEPARTUENT ~ INDUSTRY AK) RECONSTRUCTION ," 1945 , 1947, FREDERICTON, t£w BRUNSWICK; H. J . ROBI01ALV, 
DIRECT~, FISHERIES DIVISION, DEPARTIotEr.{f OF I/OJ STR't' AND RECONSTRUCTION, FREDERICTON, N. B. 



• ~I:n.t 1'fU c... - 1-'\..-v,1 II , """"'v.;:IInl ,..~...., .. ,..... ... "" ... '''._,T_ . '-.., ..... , _ ... _ . -_. ' ...... ..-_ .. ._- .-.- .- .. . - .- . 

PRODUCT UNIT 1941 1942 1943 1944 19or.) 19046 1947 19048 

SARO I NES ••• ,. •••• ,. •••••••• BBL. ~32, 16S 316,568 389,268 ..04.348 334.179 ..as. 122 504,70, ~34, 772 

* 2.791.072 2.138.790 2,990,~ 3,«>1,672 2,gcg,672 ~,I69, 125 6,609,552 -
LOBSTERS ••••••••••••••••• Lss. S ,885 ,<xx> 6.953,<xx> 6,854,~ 7,2O).<XX> 7,~.5CO 9.135.en> 7,258.90) 8, Cl56, 6CX: 

* 1,041,987 I,56S,038 2.813,387 3,~.566 5,Cli8,701 ~.627 .203 3,61 1.320 -
HERRING •••••••••••••••••• Lss. 41.732,5CX> 46,rn2.5CO ~7,004,90) 39,~,en> 'YJ,957 , <XX> 50,775,90) SI,568,6O) 56, 7~1,40: 

* 795,746 1,139,m 1,~.657 I,617.2'YJ 1,5'25. I 16 2,993,150 2,31 I,~n -
Coo ••••••••••• • •••••••••• Las. 13.899,90) 13.782,~ IS.625,5CX) 15,3a5.6O) 1~.794,~ 22,634, <XX> 20,..a9,:m 2~,349, 7CX 

* 4CE,I39 57~.615 9(8.669 982.370 1,047.282 1.~,187 1,270,9042 -
SMe:l TS ••••••••••••••••••• Lss. ~,691 ,en> S.I84,6O) 3,SIS,:m ~.348,70) 3.920.en> 2,878,:m 3,070.90) ~.859,3CX 

t 4CE.972 52~.200 500.688 691,ca4 ~8.976 585,690 838,559 I -
S ... t.M)N ••••••••••••••••••• Lss. - - 1,332,100 992,700 729,20) 824,60) 934,400 I 987,3CX 

* - - 382,970 312,220 232,'YJ1 378,010 ..o3,SI7 ' -
CLAMS •••••••••••••••••••• Lss. - - 7,IOO.~ 6.~19, 100 4,7IS,9CX> 6,736,400 7.652 ,90) 7,fn5,CXX: 

* - - 261,375 283,364 221,738 I 332,388 ~,III -
jALEw I VES ••••••••••••••••• Lss. - - 4,~70,en> 3,932,50) 7,294,<xx> 12,988,700 8,435,100 12,072,SCX: 

I • - - lse.ne 135,964 232,889 I 495,9'YJ 351,31~ -
IOYSTERS •••• ••• ••••••••••• Lss. 1,263,~ 1.393, 100 1,702,700 2,335.60) 2,294.100 I 2,548,400 2,SI7,9O) I 7, ICS,7CX 

• ICS.678 119,839 185,168 2<42,953 

I 

258,827 281,667 296.790 , -
MACKEREL •••••• ••• •••••• • • Lss. 1,265,50) 1,IOI,5CX> 2,320,700 2,123,<XX> 2,0CE,5CX) 2.224,:m I 3.424.5CX> I 1.722 • so:: 

IHAKE •.••.•.•..•..•......• * ~1.858 51.686 I 226.606 200,239 285,~ 231,n I 279.169 -I Lss. - - 3.786.<XX> 3,396,:m 2.655,200 3,~,90) ; 2,747,20) I 2,712,90: 

• - - 2CE,ea::> 184.193 I 160,SII 1~,022 
I 133.702 I 

I 
I -

POLLOCK •••••••••••••••••• Lss. 855,5CO 965.90) 2.~38,700 1,962,700 4, 36S,5CO 3,493,200 I 2.:m,~ I 2,997,4CX I • 23,279 32.004 116.972 n.971 I 2M,504 . 141,016 I 91.075 -
9i.A[) ••••••••• •••••• •••••• Lss. - - I 1.547,700 1.189,5CX> 

I 
1.271.200 : 1.472,OCO I 1,071,100 ~,6CX: 

• - - I 68.129 63.861 79,697 I 92,002 , 00.732 -
HADDOCK •••••••••••••••••• Lss. - - 761.70) 868.100 1.074,90) i 823,700 ! 529,60) I.OI2,ax 

• I 
- - 78 617 66 996 82 189 S7446 I 52 981 -, S 625 731 6 146 7"S7 10.~ 386 II 690 683 '12953967 15 916 198 16 685 2~1 -TOTAL.CH IEF COMMERC IAL FISH. 

TOTAL, ALL FISH.......... Lss~n ,986.400 : 162,338,700 118,520.en> 175. I72,5CX) 155.696,400 j 222,076.~ I 216,7~,200 1 22I,rnl,200 
_ _______ ~ ~0484.eJJ L 7.132."'20 I 11.128 ~ " 968 692 13 270 376 16 ~ 201 i 17 131 690 21 <XX> a:d 

SOuRcES: "FISHERIES STAT ISTICS cF CANADA I94S," DOM INION BUREAU OF STATISTICS, OTT~A, I SHe. 
"FI9£RIES STATISTICS OF CANADA 19046, " DOMINION BLltEAU (F STATISTICS, OTT~A, 1949. 
"fJDVPoNCE REPORT ON THE FISHERIES (F NEw BRlNSllWIO< 19046," DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS, OTTAWA, 1948. 
"JIoVA"-CE REPORT ON H£ FISHERIES OF NEw BRUN~ I O< 1947," DOMINION BuREAu CF STATISTICS, OTTAWA, 19048. 
H. J. ROSIOiAW, FISt£RIES DIVISION, DEPARThENT OF' IN[)JSTRY ArID RECONSTRUCTION, FREDERICTON, N. B. 



Capital investment in fisheries has increased steadily 
in the past decade. For the past four years an increase of 
$3 , 000 , 000 is noted , making a total investment of over $12,000, 000. 

New Brunswick's fisheries are the third ranking industry 
of the province . Approximatel y 11,000 are employed as fishermen 
and an additional 5,000 persons work in 120 fish processing plants . 

In 1948 production increased for all major varieties of 
fish caught. With higher prices obtainable, the landed value 
increased 31 percent ($1,776,000) over that of 1947. 

The total catch and landed values for the prov i nce's 
fisheries are shown in the table below. Data for years earlie r 
than 1944 are not available as the Fisheries Division of the ew 
Brunswick Department of Industry and Reconstruction was not 
operative before that date. 

Table No . 2 indicates the catch and marketed value of 
chief species for the period 1941-48. In this table production 
figures are for the calendar yea r, with the exception of the 1948 
statistiCS, which have been taken from the previous table. From 
the table it can be noticed that off-shore species (lobster, 
sardine , and herring) make up the greatest part of t he ew 
Brunswick catch. The quantity of groundfish caught has increased 
in 1948 as the result of the operation of draggers from Caraquet . 
It is expected that the groundfish catch will continue to rise in 
future years as these draggers increase operations. 

Table No. 3 shows the place of New Brunswick fishe ries 
in the Canadian industry. As previously stated, decline in propor 
tional importance is attributable chiefly to the growth of the 
Pacific Coast fisheries . 

The following table indi cates the catch and marketed 
value of New Brunswick's fisheries in various periods. For com
parative purposes , the respective statistics for Canada as a whole 
are included. 

6 



hBLE No 3 - CATOoi IHJ MAR<ETEO VALl£ 

NEW BRUNSW 1 C I( 

QuANT ITY MM<ETED 
(LBS.) VALUE 

1890 ............. • 2,699,cxx> 
.900 ................. .... 3, 770,0CIJ 
.9.0 .............. .. ........ ~, .34,0CIJ 
.9.~ ........................ 4, 737,0CIJ 
.920 .................. ...... .28,179,3CX) 4,.0423, OCIJ 
.925 ........................ .29,98. ,<400 4,799,0CIJ 
.930 ...... .................. .24,39. ,30) 4,854,0CIJ 
1935 ........ .... .......... .. .38,42. ,900 3,950,0CIJ 
.935 ................ ........ • :8,668, 6CX.) ~,339,735 
1937 ........ ................ .:E,C8J,gx) ~,447,688 
.938 ................ ........ .27,440, sex:> 3,996,004 
.939 .................... .... .:8,329 ,600 5,CS2,~3 
19-40 ........................ 144 ,568 ,sex:> 4,965,6.8 
1941 ........................ .77 ,986 , 4CO 6,484,831 
1942 ........................ 162 ,338, 7CX) 7,132,420 
1943 ........................ 18. , 520,gx) I 1,128,864 
1944 ........................ 175,I72,sex:> 11,968,692 
1945 .... .................... I 55, 696,4CO 13,270,376 
19"16 ...... .................. 222,076,<400 16,419,983 
1947 ........................ 214,293,900 .7,131,690 
1948 ........................ 221,091,100 2. ,OCIJ,OCIJ 

NEw BRUNSW I 0< FISHER I ES 

QuANTITY 
(LBS,) 

CANADA 

825,399 ,400 
994,~,50:> 

1,100,294,200 
941,21 1,30) 

1,093,459,m 
1,075,266,900 
I ,00~,503,m 
1,003,773,50:> 
1,213,m,100 
1,198,865,200 
1,205,20:3,gx) 
I ,235,82~, ,00 
1,179, 145,60) 
1,337,100,900 
1,318,633,50:> 

MARl<ETED 
V~UE 

•• 7,71~, 
2. ,5!58, 
29,~~, 
35,86. , 
49,2~1 , 
47,942, 
47,004, 
34,~, 
39,.~, 
38,976,2 
<>,092,97 . 
~,(J75, 9221 
4~, "8,88~ 
62 ,258,99 fj 
75,116,933 
85,594, 
89,439, 
,.3,87., • 
'2 1, 12~, 732 

SolRCES: "THE MAR.T.ME PROV.NCES ,N THEIR RELATION TO THE NAT.ONAL ECONOMY rF CANADA," DOIIIIN,ON 
BUREAU OF STATIST'CS, OTT~A, /948. 

"FI~ER'ES STAT.ST.CS (F CANADA, J946 ," DOMINION BUREAU (F STATlST.CS, on_A, I SHe. 
"ADVANCE REPORT ON n£ F.SHER.ES OF NEw BRl.NSWIO<, 1947," DOW.N.ON BUff:AU (F 

STAT.STICS, OTT~A, 1948. 
H. J. ROO.OoiAUO, DIRECTOR rF F ISHERIES, DEPART~NT' OF INDUSTRY liND RECONSTRUCTION, 

FREDERICTON, N. B., (,948 ESTIMATES). 
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Sardinea 

For the first time in recent y ears of New Brunswick ' a 
fishing industry, the sardine became the moat valuable landed 
species, replacing the lobster. Total catch of 86,954,400 pounds 
(434,772 bbls . ) is valued at ~2 ,148,586 ; 1947's 504,701 barrel 
catch was worth $1,540, 453. High prices , which have averaged 25 
a hogshead compared with $15 in 1947, account for the sharp 
rise in landed value of the 1948 catch. 

Table No. 4 shows the catch and value of the province ' s 
sardine catch for recent years. From this table it is eVident 
that 1948 landings have been average in quantity, but with a much 
higher landed value. 

~E 

I~ OUANT ITY V AU£. l..N()ED VALUE 1iWN:TEl) 

11920 
(88LS. ) 

• 860,ax> · ....................... 197,ax> -
11926 · ....................... 172 ,ax> - ',I72,ax> 
1933 · ....................... I 3), ax> - 623 ,CXX> 
1939 · ....................... 31~,ax> - 2,~,cxx> 
19041 · ....................... ~32,I65 - 2,797,a72 
1942 · ..... .. ................ 3t6 ,568 - 2,138,790 
1943 · ....................... 3fG ,268 - 2 , 9SlO, <490 
I~ · ....................... <>4,348 .I,J404,~ 3 ,..a I ,672 
1945 · ....................... 334,179 I, Ice, 787 2,90),796 
I~ · ....................... ~,I22 I ,~'3,4S3 4,I69,1~ 
1947 · ....................... 5>4,701 I,5'K),~ 6,~,~ 

1
1948 · ....................... 434,772 2 , 14:I,~ -
SoLRCES: I geo..35> , "THE I.\ARITIIIIE PRovlNCESINTMI! RELATION TO TME EcONOtoIY ~ CAI'W>A," 

DOt.IINION BURE.tlJ OF STATISTICS, On_A, 1948. 
1941-19048, FROM PREVIOUS TABLES. 

Sardines are caught chiefly in the Charlotte County 
district, which runs along the coast from the Maine border to the 
Saint John County line. This district accounts for about 98 per
cent of the total annual New Brunswick catch . 

The major part of the Charlotte County catch is exported 
fresh to the Un ited States, where a large proportion is processed 
in plants along the Maine coast. The remainder (about 40 percent) 
is processed in sardine plants of Charlotte County. Ten canneries 
were operating in 1946; t,ro more were under construction in 1947 . 
Additional equipment was installed in four other plants during 
1947-48. As a result it is expected that an increas ed proportion 
of the Charlotte County catch will be processed within the 
province each year. 

8 



Table No. 5 shows the disposition of the sardine catch 
for 1945-47. later figures are not · yet available. Local sources 
state that the 1948 production will be about 900,000 cases of 
canned sardines. Value of canned sardines was slightly over 
$2,000,000 in 1945; for 1947, the marketed value of canned sardines 
rose to $5,683,213. It is expected that the value of the estimated 
900,000 cases, produced in 1948, was over $6,000,000. The canned 
sardine has become New Brunswick's most valuable single fish 
product. 

- -TABLE No 5 DISPOSITION OF SAROIIE CATC>i 1945 1947 
IYPE UNIT 1945 1946 1947 

~ANTITY VALUE (Jl QuANT ITY V fiLl£. (I I 2.!ANT ITY VALUE (I 
CALCHT AI'{) LA"IJEl) BBL. 334,179 I, Ice , 787 ~,I22 1,513,453 504,701 1,540,CXll 
MARKETED: 

FRESH AND SALTED BBL. 219,967 725,890 342,657 I,Cli2,517 303,397 926,~ 
CAIINEO 

C:SE* I 
474,176 2,183,9(8 641,941 3, I 16,6J6 914,117 5,683,213 

TOTAL VALUE 
MMKETEO - 2 ~ 7ge - 4 169 125 - 6~~ 

~E BARREL. (F FREst1 PROOlCES 4 TO 5 CASES C~I'£O. EA04 CASE OF 25 LBS E .'lU ALS 100 TINS 
OF 1/4 LB. EAC>i. 

SOURcE: "ADVANCE REPORT ON THE F I9iER, ES (F NEW B~N9o¥1 0<, 1946" 
"ADV~E REPORT ON HE: FISH:RIES (F NEW BRJNSlffIO<, 1~7" 

AE stated before , New Brunswick's sardine industry is 
concentrated in Charlotte County. Here, in the narrow channels of 
Passamaquoddy Bay, an ann of the Bay of Fundy, strong tides ebb and 
flow. The surging waters stir up the bottom, wash ing marine plants 
and microscopic organisms to the surface. The sardines swarm in 
these feeding grounds throughout the year; i n l ate July and August 
the ,schools are augmented as other sardines swim north along the 
Maine coast to the J3e.y of Fundy. 

The local fishermen build elaborate stationary weirs of 
stakes and twine. Old brush Weirs have been almost completely 
discarded by the modern fishermen. 

In Charlotte County approximately 200 weirs are in opera
tion; each represents an investment of $3, 000-$4,000. As the weirs 
are operative only in the warmer mo nths of the year, some fisher
men are experimenting with purse seining for sardines. This 
development, which was legalized in 1944, has not proved completely 
successful. 

A portable floating wei r, made entirely of twine, has 
recently been developed by a Cutler, Maine fisherman. This weir 
is intended for use in quiet backwaters where tidal flow 1s not 
great. The weir is assembled in sections at a likely spot, the 
bottom is weighted, the pound i s guyed off, and the sides and wings 
supported by cork buoys. This new weir has the advantage of being 
transportable and thus able to follow the fish ; it cannot, however, 
be used in waters where tidal flow i s great. 
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Some New Brunswick fishermen are planning to experiment 
with the floating weir in 1949. It cannot be expected to replace 
the stationary weir, however, as the latter can be operated in any 
shallow waters. 

The Charlotte County sardine processing industry is headed 
by Connors Brothers, Limited, at Black's Harbor . This company, which 
is controlled by Senator A. Neil McLean, is believed to operate the 
largest single sardine cannery in the world. The company controls 
the town of Black's Harbor and employs several thousand local people. 
Connors Brothers' products are packed into over 150 brands; it 
markets its sardines throughout the world, with exports to 96 dif
ferent countries in recent years. 

Lobsters 

The 1948 New Brunswick catch of 8,056 ,600 pounds was 
500,000 pounds higher than that of 1947, but did not attain that 
of the r ecord year of 1946. Prices remained high, and fishermen 
received over $ 2,000,000 for t heir catch. 

Production of canned lobster and lobster paste continued 
to decline. The greatest part of t he 1948 catch was sold fresh, 
with the major part exported to the United States . 

In former years, the provincial surplus was marketed 
principally in the United Kingdom, Which purchased canned meat . 
Since the cessation of U. K. purchases of luxury items , the 
lobster shippers have had to seek new markets. These markets 
have been found in central Canadian cities and the eastern sea
board of the United States . 

Table No. 6 shows the lobster catch of New Brunswick 
in recent y ears. Table No.7 gives the pack since 1926, and 
'IRble No. 8 indicates the disposition and marketing of the crop 
in recent years. 

'. -T Aa.E No 6 LOBSTER CATa-i ANO V~l£ 

YEAR QuANTITY l»DED V~lJE YARKET£D V~l£ 
LaS. 

1920 · ....................... 6,..a:>,ax> - tl,OOI,ax> 
1926 · ....................... 6,ax>,OCO - 1,136,em 
1933 · ....................... 7,~,OCO - 830, ax> 

' 1939 · ........ ............... 8, I 00, ax> - 1,003,ax> 

1
1941 •......................• 5,885,em - 1,041,987 
I~ · ....................... 6,953,ax> - 1,~,038 
1943 •...................•..• 6,854,50) - 2,813,387 
1944 ........................ 7, 2CX), em tl,610,046 3,~,566 
1945 ........................ 7,585,50) 1,940,120 5,Cl58,701 
19046 · ....................... 9,135,8» 2,~,crs7 ",627,203 
1947 ..........•••..........• 7,558,90) 1,651,630 3,611,320 
1948 · ....................... 8056600 2 096 483 -

SouRCES: SEE TABLE No ... 
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TABLE r-«l 7 - LOBSTER PAC!< II.Ew BFUNSW ICK '. 
YEAR ~ANTITY, ~ANTITY, PERCENr AGE OF CANAD I All 

. ~ ARUNMIO< CANAn" PRmIJCTlONJJ't N .R. 
CASES CASES 

1926 ••............... 2~,041 123,519 I~ 
1927 ................. 18,866 113,937 17 
,928 •••. .. .••........ 19,~ 111,986 17 
1929 ............... .. 27, 1<46 127,516 21 
1930 ••••••••••••••••• 31,983 139,109 23 

1193 1 · ... ... .......... 34,~76 14f6,338 2~ 

1932 · ................ 35,490 166,799 21 
1933 · ................ 26,417 122,052 21 
1934- ••••••••••••••••• 23,8 15 116,144 20 
19:35 ................. 18,275 99,905 18 
1936 •••••.....•.....• 20,428 88,1<:£ 23 

1,937 ••••••...•..•...• 26,957 88,~1 3) 

1938 ............. ...• 23,000 92,CX>4 ~ 

1939 ••••••••••••••••• 25,700 85,693 3) 

19040 · ................ 15,<:£1 ~,996 , 26 
1941 · ................ 13,430 ~,5t1 23 
1942 .•. .... .........• 17,436 63,535 27 
1943 · ............ .. .. 17,~7 62,475 27 
,94-4- ••••••••••••••••• 17,444 66,834 26 
1945 .•....••......... 16, 196 65,525 25 
1946 · ................ 19,041 71,280 27 
1947 •••• . ...... . 12 cro \.)of( NOIfN -
NoTE: STANDARD CASES OF "'8 LBS. 
SoURCES: "FI9iERIES STAT 1ST ICS a: CAr.w>A, 1946" 

"fJDVAPCE REPCRT ON THE FI9-4ERIES a: NEW BRLNSWICI<, 1947" 

,~ " TABLE No 8 - DISPOSITION CF LOBSTER CATCH 1945-47 

I rvPE UNIT 1945 1946 1947 

! !il!:!ANTITY VALUE{J) ~ANTITV VALUE (J) 2!:!ANT ITY VAL\£' ($) 

ICAl.GHT AND LAI'{)ED CWT • 75,~ 1,940,120 91,358 2,~9,057 72,589 1,651,63) 
MARKETEO: I IN 9-4ELL ••• •••• 00. 67,4B5 3,6OJ,587 57,464 2,495,747 51,276 2,399,257 

MEAT ••••••••••• 00. ~, 166 619,62~ 4.194 610,786 5,567 603,394 
CANIIEO ••••••••• CASE 16,196 777, I 12 19,041 1,268,700 12,(8) 556,369 

i TOMALLEV ••••••• CASE 2493 61 378 7~ 251 970 2 388 52 m 
iTOTAL VALUE, 

MARKETEO ••••••• 5 058 701 ~ 627 203 3 611 320 
NoTE: 200 LB. FRESH PRODl.CE I CASE CAf'fIIED (-48 TI NS a: 12 oz. EAa-I). 

5CX) LB. FRESH PROOl.CE ONE CWT. a: "'EAT. 
SouRCE: SEE TABLE No.5. 
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Lobsters are trapped all along the New Brunswick coast. The 
46 lobster canneries of the provinoe are not restricted to any 
single county, as is the case with the sardine packing indus try. 

The fresh lobster industry, however, is centered in St. 
Andrews. st. Andrews, a small town on a neck of land extending 
into Passamaquoddy Bay and near the Maine border, is known as 
the "Live Lobster Capital of North America ." Here was established 
the first lobster ranch in the world, where live lobsters are kept 
throughout the year to insure a steady supply. 

On Deer Island, 7 miles from st. Andrews , a huge pond has 
been built. A dam wi th a lattice top, pennitting free movement 
of tidal waters, was thrown across a small i nlet to oreate a pond 
one-half mile long and 300-400 feet Wide. This pond has been sub
divided by slat partitions into oages where different size lobsters 
can be kept. 

One million pounds of lobster can be stored in this pond . 
The caged lobsters are fed herring: 2 lbs. per day for each 100 
lbs. of lobster. Since the lobster has the habit of eating his 
weaker fellows, only 90 lbs. are recovered ~or every 100 lbs. of 
lobster caged. 

Actual shipment is made from St. Andrews . 
brought from the Deer Island "ranch" and kept 
can hold 250,000 lbs. of live lobster. These 
sea water pumped in from Passamaquoddy Bay. 

Here lobsters are 
in 156 tanks, wh ich 
tanks are fed with 

The lobsters are packed in seaweed-filled wooden boxes , 50 lbs . 
per box. The boxes are lined with ice, so placed that the melting 
fresh water cannot get at the lobsters. 

The future of the lobster industry in the province is undoubt
edly tied in directly with the one major company in the area. It 
seems evident that the proportion of total catch marketed in the 
fresh state will continue to rise. With improved transportation 
and the advent of air cargo serVices, fresh lobsters can be marketed 
in a wider radius. The fresh lobster has always commanded a better 
price for the fis hermen. As a result, fishermen will probably con
tinue to sell more and more of their catch to live lobster handlers. 

Herring 

In 1948 the herring ranked as the fifth most valuable New 
BrunsWick landed species, dropping behind smelts, which increased 
noticeably in value. The total herring catch of 56,741,400 pounds 
was, however, the highest in recent history. 
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Herring continue to be marketed chiefly as canned round. The 
decline of popularity of the canned kippered snacks continued in 
1948. Sales of herring scales also declined in value during 1948; 
the artificially high prices of 1946 were not obtainable , as the 
price war among American producers of pearl essence (actually 
scale essence) ceased. 

Like that of the sardine, the herring industry is cent e red in 
Charlotte County, where the gr eatest part of New Brunswick's catch 
is taken and where most of the factori es are loca ted. 

The herring is also caught in the same fashion as the sardine. 
From January through April 25, the fish are caught by purse seine. 
Throughout the remainder of the year, the weir is employed. Some 
gill-net fishing is done off Grand Manan Island, where the bloater 
industry is located. 

Table No. 9 shows the catch and value of herring i n recent 
years. Table No. 10 indicates the disposit ion of the catch. From 
Table No. 9 it may be noted that 1948 prices to fishermen for 
herring have been generally lower than in the previous two years. 
Much of the loss of landed value is traceable to the decline of 
scale sales to essence plants in Eastport, Maine. 

The herring industry in New Brun~wick is in a stage of 
transition. It has been casting about, experimenting in the past 
few years with new marketing techniques . An answer has not yet 
been found. The future will probably f i nd bloater sales fa lling off 
since the publiC'S taste for vinegar-cured fish is vanishing. The 
r ecently-developed kippered snack industry is finding diffi culty 
in marketing its products. In 1947-48 an attempt was made to 
produce more tomato-sauce-packed fish; these have sold readily. 

Primarily, the processing of the herring is limited by the 
small scale of operations, resulting from lack of organization 
among the fishermen and the small magnitude of canning operations. 
Improvement of technique, cutting of costs, modernization and 
economical operation of processing plants, and definite improve
ment in marketing are all needed. 

TABLE No 9 - QuANTITY c~ AU:) VALUES HERRING 
: YEAR QuANTITY V~UE LAM:>EO VALUE ~TED 
I LBS. jl920 •••........•••••••••••• 44,700,rm - • fIYJ,rm 
1 1926 •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~,:n>,rm - ~9,rm 
I 1933 ••••••••••••••••••••••• ..a,~,rm - 329,exn 
1 1939 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 47,OCO,exn - ~79,exn 
1 194-1 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 41,732,5» - Jg5,746 
I '~ ....................... ~,as2,~ - 1,139,777 
' 1943 · ...................... 47,1:04,90) - 1,834,657 
1944 · ...................... 39,~,a::o - 1,617,23) ! 
1945 · ...................... 30,957 ,exn $388,901 I, I(l?, 787 
1946 · ...................... 5),77"5,900 ~,582 1,513,453 
1947 ................•••...• 51,568,60) 604,362 2,311,477 
1948 , . . ' ... .. ~ 741 ~ 5)3 ~ -
SouRCE: SEE TABL£ ~. 4. 
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TABLE No 1 10 - DISPOSITION OF HERRING CATCH. 194~-47 

PROOLX:T UNIT I 1945 1946 I I 9 .. 7 I 
QuANTITY VALUE QuAIIfT ITY ~ i QuANTITY V.lLl£ 

! HERRING, C .... UGHT 

* • 1 LANDEO ••••.•••• LBS. '?fJ,gs7,OCO $ 388,901 50,775, '¥JJ ~,582 15I,568,6CX> 604,362: 
HERR II\G, SCALES, I ..a9Q4! LAf\l)EO ••••••••••• " i 279,OCO 
MARKETED: 

I • I 
I 

FRESH. R()UII() ••••• " .. ,539,100 63,358 8,178,700 133,161 1 11 ,335,400 201."'28/ 
FROZEN, ROUND •••• " 158,50) 9,310 1.833,400 ' 51,557 I 99,OCO 5,988 
KIPPERED ••••••••• " I 24,OCO 12,574 335,OCO 54,~ I 447,200 52,nl 
VINEG .... R CLRED, 

ROUND •••••••••• " 145.5CD 10,535 364,5CD Xl,ng 
}51.5~1 VINEGAR C~ED, 

FILLET ••••••••• " IOS,6CX> 7.340 1.187,100 100,678 
PiCKLED •••••••••• BBL. 10,~ 167,996 10,982 169,674 6,658 91,676 
SMoKED El..OATERS •• LBS. 4, <482 ,6<X> 441,628 4,C84,OCO 4OI,3m 4,944,200 ~3,645 
SMOKED BONELESS •• " 371 • ...cx> 69,278 1,171,100 231.m6 194,900 38,98) 
CA~ED, ROUND •••• 

C .... ~S I 53,457 279,373 99.659 i 494,100 117.645 637,984-
CANNED, KIPPERED 

SNA(}( S ••••••••• 43,865 231,532 78.751 526,4..a 61,815 I 349.83:> 
BA IT ••••••••••••• LBS. I 6,398,OCO 103.622 6,630.400 I 133,E 11,035,6CX> I 172,7F!9 
FERTILIZER ••••••• BBL. 9,340 9,317 19,560 I 8,605 10,1~ I 17 ,891 
OIL, CRUDE ••••••• GAL. I 89,346 21,81" 47,571 I 18,261 95,141 49,260 
Sc.tll.ES ••••••••••• LBS. 979 50:) 92 439 2 548 fIX) 628 573 I ~I f£JJ 198 164 
TOT .... L VAll£: I 

MARKETED • . .. 311 477 
So~CE: SEE TABLE No. 5 
NoTE: 70 LBS. FRESH E~ALS I CASE OF C.tNNED • 

2m LBS. FRESH E~""LS 100 LBS. OF SMOKED. 
-m LBS. FRESH E~""LS I BBL. OF PIO<LED. 
200 LBS. FRE9i EQUALS I BBL. OF B .... IT. 
200 LBS. FRE9i EC\UALS I BBL. OF F~T IL I ZER. 
115 LBS. FP'lE9i EQUALS 100 LBS. OF DRY SAL TED. 
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Cod 

New Brunswick's cod landings in 1948 reached their high
est pOint with 24,349,700 pounds landed as compared wi th 20,409,300 
pounds in 1947. This represents an increase of 14 percent. Prices; 
however, continued to decline as markets for dried and salted cod 
became more difficult to find. In 1948 the fisherman received but 
two-thirds of the price t hat he had been paid in 1944 when demand 
was keener, foreign buyers had more dollars, and competing fishing 
nations were not able to supply importers. 

Cod fishing was greatly improved , however, in the province 
as a fleet of modern draggers contributed to tre catch for the 
first time. With draggers supplanting small vessels ani laborious 
handline techniques, costs have been cut. As a result, the New 
Brunswick fishermen expect to keep in the cod-supply picture 
despite lower prices obtainable for the catch. 

T~ No II - CAT<>i N>#J VAL~S Coo . 
YEAR Ql.!ANT IlY VN..~ l»CEO VN...~ MMKETEC 

LeS, 
1920 ••..... •.....................•..•. B,6CX),OCO - • 274,OCO 
1m · ................................ 2O,IOO,OCO - 479,OCO 
1933 · ........ ...... .. ................ 13,9CX>,CX:O - 210,OCO 
1939 8,5OJ,CX:O I 142 ,cx:o ................................. - I 1941 · .................. ....... ....... 13,899,SO) - .coo, 139 
1942 •..•..............•......... ..... 13,782,<4CX) - ~",615 
1943 ................................. I~,625,5)) - 903,669 
15)44 · ................................ 15,:m,6CX) - 982,rlO 
1945 · ................................ 1",794,5)) 1521,"79 1,047,282 
19-46 .••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 22,634,OCO 73J,6Q6 1,..as,I87 
1947 · ................................ 2O,G,n 510,!Jl5 1,270,942 
19<48 " •• ~ . . . . 2 .. 349 700 5B5 916 -

SolACE: SEE TABlE No .... 

Dried and boneless cod accounted for three-quarters of 
the sales of cod in 1947; in that year the fresh and frozen fillet 
market collapsed. In the late fall, the business improved am. bas 
maintained a satisfactory pace throughout 1948. 1.1arkets for the 
filleted product are increasing in the New England area and in cen
tral Canada. Local dealers expect a continued demand for fish in 
this form; such demand should improve the price situation. Govern
ment officials are encouraging sale of fresh fish and hope for 
gradual abandonment of green salted am. dried cod production. They 
believe that the New Brunswick industry will not be able to compete 
wi th Newfoundland, Iceland, am. other large producers and narketers 
of dried and salted ground fish. 
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TABLE ~ 12 - DISPOSITlCN CF COD CAT01 1945 -47 

PROOl..CT UNIT 194~ I 9 4 6 

COO, CA~HT I: 
LAN)ED •••••••••••• 

LIVERS, LftN)ED •••••• 
MARKETED: 

FRESH,DRESSED ••••• 
FRESH, FROZEN ••••• 
FRESH FILLETS •••• 
FROZEN FILLETS •••• 
CAr-.t\€D •••••••••••• 
GREEN-SALTED •••••• 
SMOKED FILLETS •••• 
DR lED ••••••••••••• 
BONELESS •••••••••• 
LIVERS •••••••••••• 
BOOY MEAL ••••••• • • 
SUN ROTTED 

COD OIL ••••••••• 
STEAM REFI NED 

CRLOE, COO 
LIVE~ OIL ••••••• 

DESTEARINATED 

LBS. 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

CASES 
~S. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

TON 

GAL. 

GAL. 

Q~. 

QuANT ITY 

i 14,794,saJ f 
91,200 

2,113,saJ 
132,CXX> 
232,m 

2,042 ,EO) 
6,000 

324,700 
00,-0:> 

1,125,m 
696,4(X) 
2~,2(X) 

II 

1J~1£ QuN-lTI TV I IJAU£ 

521,479 • 7XJ, fB6 22 ,634, CXX> 
2,735 761,CXX> 30,340 

119,7~ 1,710, 100 100, 382 
12,192 271,m 19, 100 
47,471 205,9CO 36,670 

:138,931 1,717,700 326,~ 
<48,664 12,784 112,~ 
34,~ m,saJ 143 ,~ 
16,884 12,EO) 2,629 

I -r.5, 9049 2 ,'j(J'f ,&1J 384,048 
163,614 1,04~,2oo 3)3 , 834 
7,~ -r.52,m 28,96) 
~ 

9CO 673 

14,~ 
I 

26,740 

~ 8-r.5 
MED IC INAL, COO 
LIVER OIL ••••••• 

OTHER PROOUCTS •••• 
TOTIiL VALUE, 

31,Cl?9 I 2,262 I 

I * 1.<488, 187 1 MARK ETED " ... t II tl,047 ,II~ 
SO~CE: SEE TABLE ~. ~ 
NoTE: m Les. CF FRESH PRODUCE E\UALS 100 Las. CF FRESH FI LLETS. 

las Les. OF FRESH ~ooUCE E~LS O/IE CASE CF CANNED. 
2(X) LBS. CF FRESH ~ooUCE E'lUALS 100 LBS. CF Q~EN S~TED. 
30) LBS. OF F~SH ~OOUCE E\U~S 100 Las. CF 9oI()(ED FILLETS. 
200 lBS. CF FRESH ~OOUCE E'lUAlS 100 LBS. OF SMO<ED. 
m LBS. CF FRESH ffiooUCE E'lUALI 100 Las. CF DRIED. 
4(X) LBS. CF FREs-i PRODlCE E\UALS 100 ~S. CF BOfI£LESS. 

19 4 7 
QuANT lTV 1J~1£ 

20, <409 , m • ~IO, 48 1,100 2O, 

1,134,100 ~ 1.2~ 
39,m 3 ,100 

204,100 19,O34l 
297 ,..ex> ~,~74 

13,138 1~,Jg1 
723 ,CXX> 64,262 
4 1, 2CX> 1,348 

3 , 3 10,700 ~I,681 
1,~ , l oo ..04,26:5 

<489 , 100 zo,cm 
46 ~ ,039 

178 178 

13,:f59 41,ffil 

8E6 

*1,270, 9<421 



The New Brunswick dragger fleet is stationed at Caraquet, 
Gloucester County . Twelve ships a re now operating out of that port; 
anothe r vessel is bei ng employed. experimental ly in the Bay of 
Fundy. 

The diesel-powered dragger i s a pocket-sized edition of 
a beam trawler. Each vess el costs a bout $20,000 of which $6,000 
is provided by Federal subsidy. Much of t he remaining cost is 
obtained on easy-te rm loan from t he Provincial Government. 

The dragger ta kes thr ee-day trips to the banks, which 
are 50 miles from Caraquet i n the Gulf of st. Lawrence. During 
fishing operations, the net (a wi de-mouthed cone-shaped bottom 
trawl) is lifted every 45 minutes. Each "set" can take up to 
7,000 lbs. of fish. A successful voyage accounts for 40,000-
50,000 lbs. of fish. It is estimated that one-half of the 1948 
cod catch was taken by the 12 vessel dragger fleet. 

The dragger requi res fewer men to catch an equal amount 
of f ish, as compared with older methods of hand and set-lining. 
Expansion of the dragger fleet will cut down employment of fisher
men along the Gloucester County coast; it is expected, however, 
that the development of the fi l leting industry will absorb these 
f i s hermen into plants in that area. 

Traditionally, New Brunswick's cod has been green-salted 
a nd dried for expor t to Caribbean countries with Cuba as chief 
cu s t omer. As sta ted before the Caribbean market is slowly clOSing 
dovm . New Brunswick shippers hope to enlarge the trade with the 
Unit ed states. Such en l a rgement necessitates the marketing of 
f res h and frozen fish. Nearness to the market gives New Brunswick 
a competitive edge over other cod-producing areas; this advantage 
should st imulate t he change from older methods of marketing to 
n ewer, more profitable ones. 

Smelts 

The 1948 New Brunswick catch of smelts was much higher than 
that of 1947. The inorease resulted chiefly from the greater number 
of fishermen engaged in smelt fishing through the ice. The excellent 
prices of 1947 ($17.60 per 100 lbs.) were repeated in 1948. 
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'AB. I - A T LE No 3 C T 0'1 N>4 o V LE: S Sua AL TS 

Y£.AR QuANTITY VALLE: lAt«:lED VALLE: MAR~TED 
LBS. 

• ~,em 1920 · ..... ......... ................... -c,em,em -
1926 · .................... " " .. ......... 6.em,em - er51,em 
1933 · ..... .................... ........ 5,200,em - 315,em 
1939 · ........ ..................... .... 4,5CO,em - D!5,em 
1941 · .. .... ........................... 4,691 ,En:) - ~,972 
1942 · . " " ................... .. .. ....... 5 ,184,600 - ~~,2CB 
1943 · ................................. 3,515,:ro - ~,6ffi 
I~ · ... ... ...... ... ...... .......... .. 4.348,700 

$"'25,018 
6gl,004 

1945 · ...... ................ ........... 3.920,En:) ~,690 
19046 · ..................... " ..... ...... 2,878,30) ~7,CB2 5B5,6~ 
1947 · ........... " ..................... 3,070,9OJ 5042,217 838.~ 
19048 . . ' " .... . ,,, .. ,,,,. 4g:f) :ro 835~ -

So\..RCE: SEE T.l8LE No.4. 

The high prices of 1947 and 1948 encouraged ice-fishing. 
The long winter of 1947- 48, with months of cold weather, also 
encouraged the industry, which operates when rivers and shores are 
frozen. In 1948-49, the smelt fishing season of Decembe r 1-
February 15 has seen warm weather, the br eakup of some rivers , and 
a slightly lessened supply. Despite poor er fishin conditions and 
a price decrease, the 1948-49 total production should be high , as 
many more fishermen have been employed in smelt fishing . Because 
of decreased orders from the United Kingdom. the ew Brunswick 
timber cut has declined, thus forcing many men into smelt fishing 
this season, as the only alternative income supplement . 

About 85 percent of the province ' s catch of smelt is 
marketed as frozen, dressed fish. The r emainder is sold as fresh, 
principally on local coastal markets. There is no canning or other 
processing of this species in New Brunswick. 

Oysters 

Although r ecent statistics are not available , it is 
believed the t New Brunswick's oyster fis heries are the most valuable 
of any of the provinces, slightly exceeding those of British 
Columbia . New Brunswick produced 46 percent of the Dominion total 
in 1945 and 38 percent in 1946. 

1948 production, as shown in Table No. 14, was 35,112 
barrels, which represents an increase of 40 percent over the ave page 
of the four previous yea rs. As t he reputation of New Brunswick's 
oysters grows, it is expected that the marketing radius will be 
increased and that production will soar. 
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TABLE ~ 14 CATCH AND VALUES OYSTERS -
YEAR QuANTITY VALUE LAI'.OED VALUE MARKETED 

mY. 
$? I,<xx> 1920 · .................................. 8,<xx> -

1925 · .................................. 13,<xx> - 93,<xx> 
1933 · ............................ .... .. lO,<XX> - 47,<xx> 
1939 •.......•...••... .•...............• lO,ax> - 5!5,<xx> 
1941 ................................... 12,534 - 103,678 
19042 ................................... 13,931 - 1I9,f33g 
1943 ..........•........................ 17,027 - 1~,I6B 
1944 ................................... 23,356 - 242,953 
1945 · ............. ..................... 22,941 .,6',184 ~,827 
1945 · .................................. ~,484 183,3Q8 281,667 
1947 · .................................. ~,I79 193,330 296,790 
1948 '~IL~ •• . . . . . . . .. . . ....... 35 112 259 (J57 -

So~CE: SEE TABLE ~. 4. 

The oyster represents one of the province's most promising 
species. Oyster consumption in Canada is stated to be low. In 
previous years, Canadian consumers have been content to import needed 
oysters from the United States. With the temporary embargo on 
imports of American shellfish, New Brunswick gatherers were stimu
lated to increase production. These producers, who have since 
banded into an Oyster Growers' Assoc iat ion, believe that they can 
hold and expand the market created f or the New BrunsWick oys ter i n 
recent years, despite renewed competition from the United states. 

New Brunswick oysters are farmed chiefly along the north
ern coast of the province. Centers are located at Buctouche and 
Shippegan. In addition to the commercial oyster farms in these two 
areas, there are many public beds scattered along the coast . These 
beds are exploited by coastal fishermen, who count on the oyster 
as an added source of income. 

The chief shipping ground in the province is located on 
Shippegan Island. Oysters are purchased from producers along the 
coast, held in sea-fresh condition until needed, and then s hi pped 
throughout Canada. 

The New Brunswick oyster is principally marketed in t he 
fresh state. Until 1946, no shucking was done on a commercial 
scale. Sales of shucked oysters still remain small, with 4,000 
pounds, valued at $2,800, sold in 1946 and 7,200 pounds, valued 
at $6,308, marketed in 1947. 

The New Brunswick oyste r is not exported, as far as can 
be ascer~ained. It is sold through several large dealers to 
restaurants and wholesalers throughout Canada. 
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Salmon 

The New Brunswick salmon is fished commercially and for 
sport. The fish has an excellent reputation with gourmets in t he 
United States and Canada and sells readily at high prices . 

The salmon is fished commercially in the Saint John 
River's mouth at Sai~t John and along the Mirarnichi River to the 
north, with approximately two-thirds of the total caught in the 
latter area. Commercial fishermen usually take the salmon in drift 
or trap nets . Angl ing is left for the sportsmen, who control valu
able fishing rights on the Miramichi through various clubs . 

Production and catch in recent years are indicated in the 
follovnng table. It may be noted that the quantity taken in recent 
years is much smaller than that caught 15-20 years ago. Values 
have , however, increased noticeably, in a ratio with increased 
appreciation of the New Brunswick salmon by consumers and a decrease 
in quantit ies landed. 

TABLE No 15 - CATCH AN:) VA lJES S.eLI.ION 

YEAR Q\,LANTITY V~UE lAN:>EO VALl£. MMKETEO 
1920 · ..... ... ....................... 12,cxx> - f276 ,CXX> 
1926 · ............................... 25.CXX> - 4C8,cxx> 
1933 · ............................... 24,CXX> - 299,cxx> 

I 
1939 · ............................... II,CXX> - 196,CXX> 
1943 · ............................... 13,321 - 382,970 
1944 · ............................... 9,927 - 312 ,220 

I 1945 · ............................... 7,292 .108,028 232,X>1 

1

1946 · ............................... 8,2~ 313,123 378,010 
1947 · ........ ., ...................... 9,344 201,602 4I03,~17 
1948 ,~ ... cO 9.873 293 I~ -

Sol.R:E: SEE TABI.£ No, 4. 

In 1948 the average fish landed at Saint John weighed 12 
pounds and was sold by fishermen for 35¢ per pound. In 1947 prioes 
were slightly lower. 

Consumption 

The Fisheries Researoh Board estimates that the average 
~~ritimer eats 35 pounds of tish a yearj this amount is well above 
thA national averege. New Brunswiok's 480 .000 people would t hen 
consume about 17.000.000 pounds ot fish annually. or only 8 peroent 
of the provinoe's produotion. These figures show the dependenoe of 
the New Brunswiok fishing industry on markets outside the provinoe. 

Certain speoies, such as smelts. alewives, salmon. and 
most of the shellfish are oonsumed largely in the prov1noe or in tho 
Maritimes . Other epeoies, euoh as the sardine and loblt~ r, ar~ Bold 
as exports . 
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The future of the province' s fisheries depends not so 
much on increased local consumption, which is Canada's highest, but 
on expansion of other markets. 

Foreign Trade 

statistics are not available for the foreign trade of 
New Brunswick-produced fish and fish products. From the consumption 
estimates, it is apparent that New Brunswick fisheries rely on sales 
in the rest of Canada and abroad. Canada itself cannot provide a 
market for more than a small fraction of the province's production. 
By dividing total production by the population of Canada, it would 
show tba t each Canadian would have to eat 16 pounds of New Brunswick 
fish annually in order to consume all of that produced. This con
sumption would not account in any wa.y for the' fish products of other 
provinces. 

In 1946 Canada produced over 1,300,000,000 pounds of fish 
valued at $121,124,733. Of this amount $88,679,000 represented 
exports. Estimates for 1948 show New Brunswick production valued 
at $145, 000,000, of which $90,000,000 were exports. In other words, 
Canada exports between 60 and 75 percent of its fish. The avera ge 
for New Brunswick is undoubtedly higher as the Canadian fish values 
include the inland fish of the central provinces, which are con
sumed locally. 

Principal market for New Brunswick's fish is the United 
states, where the lobster, one of t h e two most important species, i s 
sold. Other fish go to New England markets in fresh, frozen, a nd 
filleted forms. The New Brunswick fisherman and fish wholesaler is 
keenly interested in the Amerioan market; he rea11zes that on t his 
market he must base his livelihood. 

Other markets for New Brunswick fish are found in the 
Caribbean area, in Cuba and the British West Indies. These countr i es 
have been traditional markets for dried and salted fish of different 
kinds. Canned fish , principally sardines and herrings, find thei r 
way from New Brunswick to markets allover the ,~rld. 

Wholesale Prices 

Average prices received by fishermen are shown in the fol
lowing table. The 1948 prices are not to be considered final , but 
are on an accurate enough scale to make comparison possible. 
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TABLE No 16 - AVERAGE I'£w B~NSWICK LANDED PRICES OF CHIEF SPECIES " 
SPECIES UNIT 1944 1945 1946 1947 ~948 

SARDINE · ................... BBL. 13.~ 13.~ 13.11 '3.re f4.94 
LOBSTER · ................... LBS. .22 .26 .28 .28 .26 
HERRII'«l · ................... LBS. .01 .01 .01 .01 .01 
COD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LBS • .04 .03 .03 .03 .~ 
HADDOO< · ................... LBS. .05 .05 .07 .05 .07 
HA<E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LBS • .03 .03 .~ .~ .~ 
MAO<EREL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LBS • .04 .04 .05 .04 .04 
SI.IELT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LBS • .12 • I I .14 .18 .17 
OYSTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BBL • 6.96 8.95 7.19 7.67 7.27 
POLLOO< . . . . . ....... LBS .03 

___ 03 ___ 03 
~ ~ 

From the above table it may be noted that, in general, the 
prices of groundfish have been steadily falling. Haddock, an excep
tion to this generalization in the above table, is caught only in a 
small quantity, and may be eliminated in formulating this statement. 
The gradual decline of groundfish prices is a result of the slow 
disappearance of wartime markets for dried fish. Undoubtedly, 
prices received by New Brunswick fishermen for the various species 
of groundfish can be expected to decline even further as campetition 
increases for the few remaining markets. 

Sardine prices have improved noticeably in 1948, as com
pared with previous years. 

Wholesale prices of fish on the Saint John market are 
indica ted in the following table, 1'~hich lists variations dur ing the 
latter half of 1948. Similar quotations for previous years are not 
available for comparison. 

TABLE No 17 - Yk>L.ESAl.E PRICES CF FISH SAINT Ja.IN N B SIX MoNTHS 1948 '. . 
KINO UNIT DEC 16 Nov. 18 OcT 7 SEPT 9 M....t. 12 JIA.. 2S 

DRIED, COO •••••••••••••• LB. , .12 f .12 , .13 , .12 , .12 , .12 
~OD, BONEL ESS ••••••••••• " .3) .30 .29 .29 .29 .29 
Coo, HEADLESS ••••••••••• " .05 .05 .05 .05 .05 .05 
FILLETS, FRE9-I " .18-.22 .18-.22 .18-.22 .18-.22 .16-.18 • 16-. IE .......... 
IFILLETS, SMOKED ••••••••• " .25-.27 .25-.27 .25-.27 .25-.27 .25-.27 .25-.27 
HADDOCK, DRESSED •••••••• " .18 .18 .18 .18 .18 .18 r INNAN HADD IE ........... " .15-.18 .22-.25 ,22-.25 .22-,25 .22-.25 .22-.25 
HERRING, SALT, HI ••••••• BBL. 16-18 16-18 16-18 16-18 16-18 16-18 
HA<E •••••••••••••••••••• LB. .05 .05 .05 ,05 .CY>-.oo ,CY>-.C8 
HAKE, SALT " .10 .10 ,10 .10 .00-.10 .00-.10 I .............. 
LOBSTER ••••••••••••••••• " .45 • 5-.45 .s:>-.55 .55 - -
ISI.IEl..T ..... .............. " .25 .25 .25 ,25 .25 .25 
OYSTERS •••••• ••••••••••• " .~ .09 .~ - - -
iMACKEREL •.•••••••• " 15 13 10 - 12 12 
So~E: "MARITIIoIE MERCHANT," HALIFAX, NoVA ScOTIA, 

22 



Fisheries Research 

The Fisheries Research Board of Canada, which is supported 
and organized by the universities, the fish industry and the Federal 
Department of Fisheri8s, maintains three research biological stations 
in Canada. One of these stations is maintained at St. Andrews, New 
Brunswick, near the center of the sardine and lobster industries. 

In 1948 the Fisheries Research Board has been experiment
ing with new methods of fishing. One of the new techniques is that 
of long-lining, in which a trawl line with thousands of hooks is 
played out and retrieved mechanically. Another is Danish seining, 
in which ropes are played out from the fishing vessel in a circular 
pattern. The ropes are gradually drawn together, thus frightening 
the fish into the seine. Mid-water trawls, purse seines, and new
type bottom trawls are also being tested. 

New techniques will help the New Brunswick fishermen cut 
costs and increase production. New industries, which the Research 
Board is studying and stimulating, will widen the basis of New 
Brunswick fishing and add to the province's assets. Included here 
is a possible shrimp industry; inshore flounder fishing is also 
planned • . 

The Research Board is attempting to increase clam and 
oyster production, by advocating planting and scientific cultiva
tion of beds. Rose-fishing in the Bay of Fundy is another new 
source. The lone dragger, which has been seining in the Bay, is 
experimenting with possible success in catching the rose-fish. 

The Director of the Fisheries Research Board's experi
mental station at Halifax, stated on January 6, 1949, that 
scientists have perfected a new method of keeping fish fresh three 
times as long. In other words, fish can be preserved in the fresh 
state for as long as three weeks; at present, 5-6 days is the max
imum time. The method includes a new type of refrigeration in fish
ing vessels and elimination of spoilage at sea plus the recently 
developed low temperature refrigerator freight car for long distance 
hauling. 

With the new freight car, fresh fish can be delivered 
further, with less wastage. The problem of the retailer with inade
quate cold storage still remains to be solved. 

A Prince Edward Island lobster canner has developed an 
interesting method of canning live lobsters. The method, still in 
the experimental stage, enables live lobster shipments to travel fur
ther by express or freightft Experiments have indicated t hat lobsters 
can survive perfectly in the can for as long as ? days. 
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Outlook 

Historically, the Canadian Maritime fishing i ndustry ha s 
staggered into depression times after the 111Sh periods of wartime . 
Whether New Brunswick's industry is entering another phase of low 
prices and over-production is today's problem. 

1948 values are ar~ng the highest ever recorded, but 
pr ices of some fish have fallen. Groundfish prices seem t o be 
headed for lower levels than those that have prevailed in f ormer 
years. Shell and shore fish prices are still f inn, and the dema nd 
situat ion is generally good. These species are maint aining the 
value of the province's fish production. 

In March and April the bulk of the Norwegian and I ce
landic catch comes on the market~ It is not known locally how 
successful the fisheries of those countries have been, but i t i s 
expected that their catches will be considerably larger than i n 
previous years and that quoted prices will force down local export 
prices for dried and green salted fish. Undoubtedly, this Will be 
the case. The inte~ational fisheries situation seems to be return
ing to normal. It cannot be expected that New Brunswick dealers will 
find other export markets for dried fish. Foreign markets will, if 
anything, contract because of competition from the other fishing 
nations and the lack of dollars in historic markets . The groundfish 
picture, as far as dried fish is concerned, appears poor. 

On the other hand, local merchants expect conside rable 
improvement in the fresh, frozen, and filleted fish marke t. With 
the developmmt of fast freezing and the improvement of transporta
tion, it is expected that the market radius will be expanded and 
that shipments of fillets and frozen fish to centra l Canada and the 
United States will increase in 1949. The fuanner in which fresh cod 
prices became firmer towards the end of 1948 is regarded as favo rable 
and as indicative of higher marketed values caused by i ncreased sa les 
of fillets. 

Groundfish represent the smaller part of t he province's 
industry. The catch is not large, compared with t hat of Newfoundland 
or Nova Scotia. The sardine, herring, and lobster are more i mportant. 
Here the industry seems to be in a good position, whi ch should l ast 
for some years. 

Exports of canned fish, particularly canned herring and 
sardine , are expected to encounter some difficulties in 1949 . The 
Union of South Africa has become a leading importer of New Brunswick
pac ked sardines and herrings. With that market cutting its purchases 
in the dollar zone drastically, some losses will be felt by the 
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Province's shippers. Sales of fresh sardines should hold up and 
other markets may open for canned varieties. In all , demand is ex
pected to continue and future catches are expected to sell readily. 

Lobsters will continue to sell, according to local 
sources, which believe that the market in the United states and 
central Canada is strong. Only an unprecedented collapse of the 
economic situation with resultant curta ilment of luxury purchases 
could menace the lobster industry. Actually, the collapse of the 
British market aided the New Brunswick industry because it was 
forced into the marketing of fresh lobsters as oppos ed to canning. 
Fresh lobster marketing is advantageous in that i t yields higher 
prices to fishermen and dealers. 

In general, the outlook for the Province's fisheries 
appears favorable. In contrast to the years after World War II, the 
industry is continuing to progress. Capital is being poured into 
fishing with new vessels on the seas and improvement, expansion, and 
new construction of processing plants. Capitalization has risen 
steadily in recent years. From 1924 to 1938 the capital investment 
in New Brunswick, including primary fishing operation and process
ing plants, averaged $5,500,000. In the period 1940-45 it rose over 
$2,500,000 to a total of $8,888,704 in 1945. The New Brunswick 
Fisheries Director estimates that capital investment has increased 
over ~3,000,000 since 1945 to a total of nearly $12,000,000. Invest
ment in the primary industry (vessels, boats, gear, piers, etc.) 
increased from $4 ,526,095 in 1946 to $5,431,425 in 1947. Investment 
continued to rise in 1948, although comparable statistics are not 
available. 

Increase in capitalization denotes two things. First, the 
industry is modernizing its equipment and improving its techniques 
with the expected result of increased catches at lower unit cost. 
Second , increase of capitalization indicated confidence in the 
industry with the belief that the industry will be able to compete, 
even in future years when lower prices may be expected. 

Will New Brunswick fisheries continue to enjoy "good 
times?" In the immediate future it would seem likely. In the long 
run, certain improvements are needed; a start bas been made. 

Transportation needs to be continually improved in order 
to enlarge the marketing radius for fresh fish. Fast freezing needs 
further development so that a higher proportion of the catch can be 
sold as neatly-packaged fillets. Increased use of draggers is 
indicated. With draggers a larger catch is landed at lower cost 
and the fish arrive at piers in better condition. 

25 



The activities of the Fisheri es Price Support Board will 
have to continue. This board stabilizes operations by purchasing 
surplus fish and guaranteeing fishermen and processors the differ
ence between actual returns and prices, which guarantee cost of 
production. 

With these improvements Maritime fish dealers believe that 
t hey will be ready for lower prices and that they will be able to 
maintain their production de spite competition for markets. 
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