


TAKE AND AVERfI.GE VALUE OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS FUR SEP~ SKINS, 1956 - 1960 

Year Male Female Total 

Average P.verag e 
Number Value 11 Number Value 11 Number 

1956. · · · · 95,849 $99.95 26,977 - 122,826 
1957. · · · · · · 46,195 68.22 47 ,42 3 - 93,618 
1958. · · · · · · 47,860 85.28 31,059 - 78 , 919 
1959. · · · · 30,176 102.20 27,634 - 57,810 
1960. · · · · 36,320 103.31 4,296 $ 35.69 40,616 

11 Average value received per skin at fall auction. 
Note: Large numbers of female fur - seal skins have been t aken since 1955. 
Few were sold prior to 1960. At the fdll auction in 1960, a total of 6,338 
sheared, female skins were sold at an average of $ 35 .69 per skin. Studies 
a re being continued as to the best method of disposal of these skins . 
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Breeding grounds of the northern fur seals: Robben 
Island (Kaihyoto or Tyuleniy Island) off Sakhalin; 
the Commander Islands (Bering Island and Medny 
or Copper Island) at the Soviet end of the Aleutian 
chain; and the Pribilof Islands -- St. Paul Island, 
St. George Island, Otter Island, Walrus Island, 
and Sea Lion Rock. 
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"Fur seals sporting arou"ld the baidar -- Natives of St_. Paul lightering off 
the bundled sealskins to the ship fro m t he Village Cove." A s ke tch by 
Henry W. Elliott, who visited the Pribilofs for the Treasury De partment and 
the Smithsonian Institution in 187 2, shortly after purchase of t he i slands 
from Russia. The baidar, or bidarrah , was made of sea lion s k ins; canvas -
covered b.idarrahs are still used in ship - to - shore ferrying. 
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HISTORY 
(The Islands and the Seals) 

ThePribiloflslands lie about three hun­
dred miles off the mainland of Alaska in the 
heart of the Bering Sea. Surrounded in the 
summer months almost constantly by dense 
fog and drizzling mists, they are the most 
insignificant landmarks known to that body 
of water. The islands are the natural re­
treat and only breeding ground of the Alaska 
fur seal herd. There, on the rocky beaches, 
the young are born each summer. In the 
fall, after the breeding sea son is over, the 
seals leave the islands and return to the 
sea. 

Other fur seals, also belonging to the 
genus Callorhinus, are found on a few is­
lands off Russia and Japan. To a limited 
extent the fur seals belonging to the genus 
Arctocephalus are found in cold a re as of the 
southern hemisphere. It is generally be­
lieved that the Alaska fur sea l herd com­
prises over 80 percent of all existing fur 
seals in the world today. 

The nature and pattern of the fur seals' 
habits are such that a program of wise utili­
zation can be readily devis0d and practiced. 
The Alaska fur seals come ashore only on 
the Pribilof Islands in late May and early 
June bE?fore the snow has melted. They are 
highly polyga"mous a nimals -- the sexes are 
born in equal numbers -- and it is possible 
to take the surplus males for their skins 
without reducing the growth of the herd. 
The story of the Pribilof Islands fur seal 
herd is one of adventure and international 
diplomacy. It is a heartening account of 
cooperation among nations and an outsta nd­
ing example of wildlife conservation. 

'The Alaska fur seal was not valued high­
ly by Russian fur-gatherers as they pros­
pected for a nd exploited the sea-otter herds 
in the Aleutian Archipelago. The seal herd 
had been noticed as it went north in the 
spring and returned south in the fall through 
the passes and channels of the Aleutian 

) chain. However, as the sea otter reached 
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a point of extermination, the fur seal be­
came the source of much speculation as to 
its breeding ha bits and where it spent its 
time on land. In 1786, after more than 
e~ghteen years of search by hardy Russian 
Ifavigators, the land home of the fur seal 
was found with the discovery of the island 
of Saint George (Pribilof group) by Gehrman 
Pribylov. He took possession of the land 
in the name of Russia and endowed it with 
the name of his sloop, the Saint George. 
It was estimated that the seal herd (at the 
time of the Russian discovery) contained at 
least 2 1/2 million animals. Almost imme­
diately the teeming rookeries of the Pribilofs 
began to yield sealskins to the fur markets 
of the world . 

A few years before Pribylov' s discovery , 
adventurous mariners from New England and 
Europe, in their search for oils to replace 
the rapidly declining supply of whale oil, 
had investigated the commercial pOSSibili­
ties of the great herds of fur seals inhabit­
ing the southern seas. In the fifty years 
that followed, fur seal rookeries on count­
less islands were destroyed as fast as they 
were discovered. Every seal that could be 
obtained was killed. Literally millions of 
pelts were del~vered into the China trade. 
The sealing business was profitable but the 
period of prosperity did not last. The huge 
populations of fur seals south of the equa­
tor were rapidly annihilated with the ex­
ception of only a few small herds that still 
exist in the southern hemisphere. 

The early exploration ,of the Alaska fur 
seal herd followed the same destructive 
course as that in the southern seas. Russ ian 
sealing operations were wasteful and large­
ly unrecorded. There were no restrictions 
on the number of seals killed; no attempts 
made to protect females. Operations were 
conducted in this manner until 1799. In that 
year the seal islands passed into the con­
trol of the Russian-American Company. It 
remained in charge until Russia sold Alaska 



to the United States. 

The records of the Russ ian-America n 
Company's early operations a re imperfect 
but it is known that overseers recognized 
the dangers of over-exploitation. At var­
ious times they placed temporary bans on 
killings. They were I however I inadequate 
and by 1834 the herd had dwindled to the 
lowest point while under Russian jurisdic­
tion. As a result I a stringent ban on kill­
ing was applied by Russia in 1835. After 
a rest of seven years I when fewer than 10 
thous a nd skins were t aken annually I the 
kill was gradually increased under control­
led conditions. Only males were taken -­
the killing of females was forbidden. 

After the initial period of unrestricted 
killing I the take of seals by the Russians 
appears to have been conservative. Al­
though complete data is not available I it 
ha s been estimated that more than 2 1/2 
million pelts were taken between the time 
the islands were discovered and 1867 -­
the year in which Alaska was annexed to the 
United States. 

During the first year (1868) of American 
occupation I various independent parties 
took 140 thousand seals. In the following 
year I before the islands were set aside by 
the United States Government as a special 
reservation forthe protection of the animals I 

86 thousand seals were killed. A year later 
the United States Treasury Department was 
authorized to lease exclusive rights to take 
seals on the islands I with stipulations that 
no females were to be killed. 

During the next 40 years of ownership 
by the United States I the sealing privilege 
on the Pribilofs was leased to private com­
panies (The Alaska Commercial Company 
and the North American Commercial Com­
pany). More than 2 million fur seal skins 
were taken. From 1870 to 1889 I the Alaska 
Commercial Company had little difficulty in 
getting its annual quota of 100 thousand 
skins. However I although sealing oper­
ations on the islands were carefully regu-
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HISTORY 

lated I pelagic sealing (the killing of seals 
at sea) was not regulated. By 1889 pelagic 
sealing was taking a heavy and damaging 
toll which threa tened to exterminate the 
Alaska fur seal herd. 

Fur seals are vulnerable to capture at 
sea as we ll as on land. The Indians of the 
northwest coast of America from time im­
memorial followed the custom of spearing 
fur seals from their canoes as they passed 
a long the shore . However I the catch was 
small and had no material effect on the fur 
seal herd. The a nimals were taken primarily 
for food and clothing. Between 1871 and 
1878 I this fishery was expanded. By 1879 I 

schooners averaging 70 tons and fitted out 
to transport hunters and canoes to the seal­
ing grounds I engaged in the fur-se al har­
vest. 

Sealing on land was controlled but at 
sea all animals became targets. The result 
was the loss of many injured animals and 
others that had been killed outright sank 
and were never retrieved. More important 
was that a high percentage of the take were 
females whose death resulted in the loss of 
their unborn pups or starvation of new-born 
pups left on land. PelagiC 3ealing greatly 
disturbed the pattern of production to which 
the conservation of the herd had been tail­
ored; the slaughter was to end only when 
the herd had been reduced to such a low 
point that pelagiC sealing as well as land 
killing was unprofitable. Pelagic sealing 
on a commercial scale reached its peak in 
1894 when nearly 62 thousand skins were 
taken. Between 1868 and 1909 almost a 
million skins were taken on the high seas. 

PelagiC sealing was an extremely waste­
ful method of taking seals. For many years 
there was no way to prevent the operations 
-- it was carried on in waters beyond the 
control of the countries possessing the 
rookeries. The United States recognized 
that the wasteful killing at sea was great­
ly against the interests of the herd and 
sought to establish jurisdiction over pela­
gic sealing in the Bering Sea. A number of 



HISTORY 

~ the sealing vessels which operated in those 
waters were seized and confiscated by the 
United States. The action resulted in a 
controversy with Great Britain since the 
pelagic fleet was largely of Canadian reg­
istry. In 1892 the entire matter was re­
manded to a tribunal of arbitration. This 
body, which met in Paris in 1893, denied 
the United States authority to exercise jur­
isdiction over the Pribilof Islands I fur seals 
when such animals were more than 3 miles 
from shore. Although other regulations were 
formulated for the protection of the animals, 
they later proved to be inade quate and the 
Pribilof herd continued to decline. 

) 

In 1897 Congress enacted a law for­
bidding American citizens from engaging in 
pelagic sealing at any time or place. In 
1910, the United States Government assum­
ed full charge of sealing operations on the 
Pribilof Islands following expiration of the 
leasing program. By then, the once great 
herd had been reduced to less than 150 thou­
sand animals. 

After extended diplomatic negotiations, 
timely and concerted action by conserva­
tionists of four countries (United States, 
Great Britain, Japan, and Russia) finally 
succeeded in getting their countries to ac­
cept the terms of the North Pacific Fur Seal 
Convention of 1911. Pelagic sealing was 
prohibited except by aborigines using prim-
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itive weapons. Each country owning fur 
seal rookeries agreed to share 30 percent 
of the annual take of sealskins -- Canada 
and Japan each to receive 15 percent of the 
sealskins from the Pribilof Islands and 15 
percent of those from the Commander Is­
lands, and Canada, Russia, and the United 
States each to receive 10 percent of the 
pelts from Robben Island. The convention 
remained in force for 30 years until ter­
minated by Japan in 1941. From 1942 to 
1957 the Pribilof herd was protected by a 
provisional agreement between Canada and 
the United States and in 1957 a new North 
Pacific Fur Seal Convention, similar in bas­
ic provisions to the 1911 convention, wa s 
conCluded by Canada, Japan, the Union of 
Soviet Socialists Republic, and the United 
States. 

The convention of 1911 provided, for 
the first time, a sound basis for the manage­
ment of the North Pacific fur seals. Since 
1911 the Alaska fur seal herd has steadily 
increased from less than 150 thousand seals 
to its present level of about 1 1/ 2 million 
animals -- one of the most outstanding ac­
complishments in the conservation of wild­
life. Since 1939 the herd has sustained an 
average annual yield of about 69 thousand 
fur -seal skins. The future of the Alaska 
fur seal herd seems assured as long as the 
countries of the world continue to work to­
gether in the solution of problems peculiar 
to such migratory wildlife populations. 

Fur Seal Pups 



TAKE OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS FUR SEALS, 1786-1960 

From From pelagic 
Total Year Pribilof Is l a nds and other source s 

Number Number Number 
1786 - 1796 11 1:1 417,758 ( 3) 417,758 
1797 - 1816 .1/ 844,890 ( 3) 844,890 

1817 .1/.§/ 60 ,188 (3) 60,188 
1818 .1/.§/ 59,856 ( 3) 59,856 
1819 .1/.§/ 52,224 ( 3) 52 ,224 
1820 .1/.§/ 50,220 ( 3) 50,220 
1821 .1/.§/ 44,995 ( 3) 44,995 
1822 .§/ 36 ,469 ( 3) 36 ,469 
1823 .§/ 29,873 ( 3) 29,873 
1824 .§/ 25,400 ( 3) 25,400 
1825 .§/ 30,100 ( 3) 30 ,100 
1826 .§/ 23,250 ( 3) 23,250 
1827 .§/ 19,700 ( 3) 19,700 
1828 .§/ 23,228 ( 3) 23 , 228 
1829 .§/ 20,811 ( 3) 20,811 
1830 .§/ 18,034 ( 3) 18,034 
1831 .§/ 16,034 ( 3) 16,034 
1832 .§/ 16,44 6 ( 3) 16,446 
1833 .§/ 16,412 ( 3) 16,412 
1834 .§/ 15,751 (3) 15,751 
1835 .§/ 6,580 ( 3) 6,580 
1836 .§/ 6,590 ( 3) 6 ,590 
1837 ~/ 6,802 (3) 6,802 
1838 .§/ 6,000 ( 3) 6,000 
1839 .§/ 6,000 ( 3) 6,000 
1840 .§/ 8,000 ( 3) 8,000 
1841 .§/ 8,000 (3) 8,000 
1842 .§/ 10,370 ( 3) 10,370 
1843 .§/ 11,240 ( 3) 11,240 
1844 .§/ 11 ,924 ( 3) 11,924 
1845 .§/ 13,637 ( 3) 13,637 
1846 .§/ 15 , 07e ( 3) 15, 070 
1847 .§/ 17,703 ( 3) 17,70 3 
1848 .§/ 14,650 ( 3) 14,650 
1849 .§/ 21,450 (3) 21,450 
1850 .§/ 6,770 (3) 6,770 
1851 .§/ 6,564 ( 3) 6,564 
1852 .§/ 6,725 (3) 6,725 
1853 .§/ 18,035 ( 3) 18,035 
1854 .§/ 26,146 ( 3) 26,146 
1855 .§/ 8,58"5 (3) 8,585 

See footnotes at end of table. (Continued on next page) 
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TAKE OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS FUR SEALS, 1786 - 1960 - Continued 

Year 
From From pelagic 

Total Pribilof Islands and other source s 

Number Number Numbe r 

1856 .§/ 23,550 ( 3) 23,550 
1857 .§/ 21,082 (3) 21,082 
1858 .§/ 31,810 ( 3) 31 ,81 0 
1859 .§/ 22,000 (3) 22, 000 
1860 .§/ 21,590 ( 3) 21,590 
1861 11 29,699 ( 3) 29,69 9 
1862 .§/ 20,000 ( 3) 20,000 
1863 .§/ 25,000 (3) 25,000 
1864 .§/ 26,000 (3) 26,000 
1865 .§/ 40,000 ( 3) 40,000 
1866 .§/ 42,000 (3) 42,000 
1867 .§/ 48,000 (3) 48,000 
1868 V- 140,000 4,367 14 4,367 
1869 V- 85,901 4,430 90,331 
1870 V- 23,773 8,686 32 , 459 
1871 V- 102,960 16,911 11 9,871 
1872 V- 108,819 5,336 114, ISS 
1873 V- 109,117 5,229 114, 346 
1874 V- 110 ,585 5,8 25 116, 410 
1875 V- 106, 460 5,033 111,493 
1876 V- 94,657 5,515 100,17 2 
1877 V- 84,31 0 5,210 89,520 
1878 V- 109,323 5,540 114 ,863 
1879 V- 110,511 8,557 119, 068 
1880 V- 105,718 8,418 114,136 
1881 V- 105,063 10,382 115, 445 
1882 . V- 99,812 15,581 115,393 
1883 V- 79,509 16,587 96,096 
1884 V- 105,4 34 16,971 122,405 
1885 V- 105, 024 23 ,040 128,064 
1886 V- 104 , 521 28,494 133,015 
1887 V- 105,760 30,628 136,388 
1888 V- 103,304 36,389 139,693 
1889 V- 102,617 29,858 132,475 
1890 V- 28,859 40,814 69,67 3 
1891 V- 14,406 59,568 73,974 
1892 V- 7,509 46,642 54,151 
1893 V- 7,390 30,812 38 ,202 

1894 V- 15,033 61,838 76,871 
1895 V- 14,846 56,291 71, 137 
1896 V- 30,654 43,917 74,571 
1897 V- 19, ZOO 24, 332 43,5 32 ) 

See footnotes at end of table. (Continued on next page) 
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TAKE OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS FUR SEALS, 1786 - 1960 - Continued 

Year From From pelagic 
Tota l 

Pribilof Islands and other source s 

Number Number Number 
1898 V 18,047 28,552 46 , 599 
1899 V 16,812 34,168 50 , 980 
1900 lQ/ 22,470 35,191 57,661 
1901 lQ/ 22,672 24,050 46,722 
1902 lQ/ 22,386 22,812 45,198 
1903 lQ/ 19,292 27,000 46,292 
1904 lQ/ 13,128 29,006 42,134 
1905 lQ/ 14,368 25,320 39 ,688 
1906 lQ/ 14,476 21,236 35,712 
1907 lQ/ 14,964 16,036 31 , 000 
1908 lQ/ 14,996 18,151 33,147 
1909 14,368 14, 139 28,507 
191 0 13,586 795 14,381 

1 1911 12,006 139 12,145 
1912 3,764 W 205 3,969 

3 1913 2,406 495 2,901 
1914 2,735 366 3,101 
1915 3,947 439 4,386 
1916 6,468 629 7,097 
1917 8,170 737 8,907 
1918 34,890 483 35,373 
1919 27,821 626 28,447 
1920 26,648 2,343 28,991 
1921 23,681 3,115 26,796 
1922 31,156 2,563 33,719 
1923 15,920 5,818 21,738 
19 24 17,219 3,285 20,504 
1925 19,860 6,509 26,369 
1926 22,131 3,899 26,030 
1927 24,942 2,301 27,243 
1928 31,099 3,902 35,001 
1929 40,068 4,969 45,037 
1930 42,500 3,984 46,484 
1931 49,524 1,649 51,173 
1932 49,336 1,938 51,274 
1933 54,550 2,076 56,626 
1934 53,468 290 53,758 
1935 57 ,296 980 58,276 
1936 52,446 1,927 54,373 
1937 55,180 2,832 58,012 
1938 58,364 1,551 59,915 
1939 60,473 637 61,110 

See footnotes at end of table. (Continued on next page) 
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TAKE OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS FUR SEALS, 1786 - 1960 - Continued 

Year 
From 

Pribilof Islands 
From pelagic 

and other source s Total 

Number Number Number 

1940 65,263 W 65 65,328 
1941 95,013 21 95,034 
1942 W 150 - 150 
1943 l.§/ 117,184 - 117,184 
1944 47,652 91 47,743 
1945 76,964 39 77,003 
1946 64,523 417 64,94 0 
1947 61,447 186 61 , 633 
1948 70,142 244 70,386 
1949 70,990 90 71,080 
1950 60,204 333 60,537 
1951 50,771 735 51 , 506 
1952 63,922 28 63,950 
1953 66,669 54 66 , 7 23 
1954 63,882 - 63, 88 2 
1955 65,453 - 65 ,453 
1956 122,826 - 12 2,8 26 
1957 93,618 - 9 3,618 
1958 78,919 - 78 ,919 
1959 57 ,810 - 57 , 810 
1960 40,616 - 40 ,616 

11 Berg l s Chronological History, 1820, cited in Vol. I, Appendix to Case of 
United States, Paris Tribunal of Arbitration, reprint 1895, Page 125. Y Attempts 
to obtain authentic records on the number of fur seals slain upon the Prlbilof Islands 
prior to 1868 was a partia: failure. Counts of shipments of skins due to be exported 
to China orRussia were made by the Russian Company when the skins were s hipped 
to Sitka. Beyond this, there were only a few records on the number of animals con­
sumed in Alaska, lost through wastefulness and crude methods of curring s kins, or 
destroyed in the warehouses. This confuses a correct determinatio n as to t he sum 
totals and the result probably represents not more than one-half the sea ls killed 
during these years. II Fur seals taken from areas other than on t he Pribilof Is lands 
are included with those taken on the Islands. .1/ Elliott I s Monogra ph, reprint Seal 
and Salmon Fisheries, Part 3, Page 115, gives the number of seals k illed fro m 1797 
to 1821 as 1,112,373, after deducting 5,000 skins annually for skins shippe d from 
the Commander Islands. The number 844,890 is obtained by deducting from the 
above number the seals stated by Vemaminof to have been killed during the years 
1817to 1821. !V Vemaminof, Notes on Islands of Unalaska District, Part 2 , Table 
6, cited in Case of United States, Tribunal of Arbitration at Paris, repri nt 1895, 
Page 126. Y Report of H. H. McIntyre, 1869, (House Ex. Doc. No. 36, 41st. 
Congress, 2nd Session.). ZI Report of British Commissioners, Fur-Seal Arbitration, 

) (Continue d on next pa ge) 
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TAKE OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS FUR SEALS, 1786 - 1960 - Continued 

reprint 1895, Vol. 6, Page 109. JV The Fishery Industries of the United St tes, 
1880 by G. Brown Goode (Henry W. Elliot), Section V, History and Methods , Text 
Volume 2, Page 361-362. JV' The Commercial Fisheries of Alaska in 1905. Bureau 
of Fisheries Document No. 603, Page 32 . l.Q/ The Fur-Sea l Fisheries of Alaska in 
1909 by Walter 1. Lembkey, Bureau of Fisheries Document No.7 35. 11.1 Conven­
tion for the Protection and Preservation of the Fur Seals and Sea Otters was sig ed 
onJuly 7,1911. W By 1912 , illegal pela~ic sealing at the expense of the Pribilof 
Islands herd had entirely ceased. However, the Convention allowed, under primitive 
conditions, Indians, Aleuts, or other a borigines dwelling on the coasts of America 
to take fur seals. The take of fur seal skins from pelagic a nd other sources from 
1912 to 1953 was done under these conditions. W The Act of Congress approved 
August 24, 1912, provided that H all killing of fur seals on the Pribilof Islands, or 
anywhere within the jurisdiction of the United States in Alaska, shall be suspended 
for a period of five years, a nd shall be , a nd is hereby I declared to be unlawful." 
In strict compliance with that provision of law, no seals were killed except such as 
was necessary for food for the natives. 1..11 Following 1940, interest in pelagic 
sealing dwindled. No skins were taken in 1942 a nd 1943 when employment was at 
a high point and military restriction on offshore activitie s were in effect. Since 
1954 there has been no recorded commercial pelagic sealing carried on at the ex­
pense of the Pribilof Islands I herd. 1.V Due to the war situation in the Alaska and 
Aleutian Islands area, all inhabitants of the Pribilof Islands were removed by order 
of the military a uthorities. When the evacuation was ordered, sealing operations 
were just getting under way. The take of skins was very small. l§/ This figure 
represented the second largest kill under controlled conditions in the history of the 
Islands. In 1943, the normal number of seals were taken and also those animals 
which would have been taken in 1942 if normal sealing operations had been carried 
on. Note: Data for 1909-1959 from The Fisheries of Alaska in 1909; Alaska Fisheries 
and Fur Industries for the year 1910 through 1919; Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal In­
dustries for the years 1920 through 1955; and Fishery Statistics of the United States ( 
1956-1960. These are a series of Bureau of Fisheries documents, administrative 
reports, and statistical digests assembled and published by the Bureau of Commer­
cial Fisheries and their predecessor organizations. 

Fur Seal (bull) 
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TAKE OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS FUR SEALS, 1820 - 1960 
NUMBER OF SKINS 

150,000 TAKE FROM PRIBILOF ISLANDS 
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Continued 
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NOTE: - - THE STAT ISTICAL TAB LE ON PAGES 5 TO 9 IS THE SOURCE OF DATA FOR THI S PRESENTATION. II~PORTANT FACTORS IN 
READ ING THIS GRAPH ARE THAT ALAS KA WAS ANNEXED TO THE UN IT ED STATES IN 1B67; THE CONVE NTION FOR THE PROTECTION 
AND PRESERVAT ION OF THE FUR SEALS WAS S IGNED IN 1911; AND THAT THE TAKE OF SK INS IN 1942 WAS VERY SMAL L WHEN MILI ­
TARY RESTRICTI ONS ON THE PR IBILOF ISLANDS WERE IN EFF ECT . 
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BYPRODUCTS OF THE SEALS 

After the United States Government 
a ssumed full charge of sea ling operations 
on the Pribilof Islands in 1910 I efforts were 
made to utili ze waste products of the fur­
seal industry. Fur sea l carcasse s I for the 
mos t part I were abandoned to the elements 
prior to World War I. Natives on the is ­
lands us ed some of the seal meat as food 
and other parts of the carcasses we re uti­
lized in the making of clothing. The aban­
doned fur sea l carcasses were also an im­
portant source of food for blue fox popula­
tions on the isla nds. 

World Wa r I stimulated efforts to uti­
lize waste products of the industry. Seal 
me at was preserved in salt for experimental 
use by the Department of Agriculture I the 
gullets or throats of the animals were used 
experimentally in fine leather work I oil and 
gelatine were extracted from carcasses I 

te sts were made of the suitability of in­
testines for sausage casings I and fur seal 
bone deposits from the killing fields were 
collected for chemical analysis. However I 
little was actually achieved as a result of 
this experimental work although about 472 
thousand pounds of fur seal bones were 
shipped to the United States and sold for 
the manufacture of fertilizer. 

In 1918 I a small byproducts plant was 
built by the Government for the purpose of 
producing additional oil from which glycer­
ine I an essential material for munitions 
manufact ure I could be prepared. This plant 
was operated on a limited basis from 1919 
through 1924 I and for a short period in 1928. 
Operations were restricted by a shortage of 
coal for fuel. After 1920 I the price of mea l 
and oil declined to the point where operation 
of the plant was not economical. During 
its period of operation I the plant produced 

10 

about 82 thousand pounds of meal and 34 
thousand gallons of oil. Although there 
were some sales ,over ha lf of the meal was 
used a s fox food on the isla nds and over 
two-thirds of the oil was us e d in the tann­
ing of sealskins a nd in the preparation of 
fox food. 

In 19 30 the byproducts plant was mod ­
e rn ized and enlarged . This new installation 
wa s completed in 19 31 but I due to low oil 
al)d meal prices I did not operate until 1935. 
The plant has since been used each season I 
except in 1942 when the Pribilof Islands 
were evacuated for military reasons . 

During World War II I the demand for 
meal and oil greatly increased . However I 
the plant was no longer adequate to utilize 
all of the available waste products because 
the annual take of sea lskins had increased 
about 50 percent between 1930 and 1940. 
Plans were made to double the capacity of 
the plant I but due to wartime shortage sand 
other related reasons I the expansion was not 
completed until 1948 . 

Since 1948 the plant has produced an 
average annuc;il yield of about 733 thousand 
pounds of seal meal and 48 thousand gallons 
of oil. From 19 35 to 1939 most of the fur 
seal meal produced each year was used as 
fish food in hatcheries operated by the U . S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. However I in re­
cent years most of the meal has been sold 
for use as a protein ingredient in poultry 
feed. A small quantity has been used ex­
perimentally in the feeding of fur-bearing 
animals and small amounts have also been 
sold to state fish hatcheries. Since 1935 I 

most of the fur seal oil has been sold for 
the account of the Government for use in 
leather tanning. 
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PRODUCTION AND SALE S O F FUR SEAL MEAL AND OIL, 1919 - 1960 

Quantity produced Quantity sold 
Year 

Meal Oil Meal Oil 

Pounds Gallons Pounds Gallons 

1919 20,568 3,000 20,568 3,000 
1920 19,000 1,85:5 15,393 -
1921 8,759 5,271 - -
1922 1,935 8,546 - -
1923 8,703 5,925 - -
1924 19,014 6,870 - -
1925 (1) (1) 1,01 9 -
1926 (1) (1) 3,5 18 -
1927 ( 1) (1) - -
1928 4,215 2,479 - -
1929-1934 (1) (1) - -
1935 155,254 18,994 - 18,2 38 
1936 276,040 25,252 - 23,669 
1937 330,265 29,830 - 29,341 
1938 357,222 30,587 - 29,865 
1939 502,914 32,809 338,421 27 ,966 
1940 618,762 30,605 569,536 24,405 
1941 747,546 54,610 746,457 39,610 
1942 ( 1) (1) - -
1943 782,000 75,259 244,679 94,482 
1944 484,776 32,976 835,470 32,976 
1945 547,969 41,189 547 ,969 41,189 
1946 528,040 33,912 528,040 33,912 
1947 606,514 39,746 606,514 39,746 
1948 686,089 48,592 684,089 48,592 
1949 694,350 49,253 69 3 ,350 49,25 3 
1950 673,558 42,013 672,000 41,689 
1951 702,616 39,867 702, 000 39,867 
1952 729,806 35,029 729,806 35,029 
1953 705,935 46,800 705,935 46,800 
1954 661,131 40,220 661,1 31 40,220 
1955 642,876 40,509 642,876 40,509 
1956 1,252,169 88,27'() 1,252,169 88,270 
1957 748,277 53,291 748,277 53,291 
1958 636,000 52,908 636,00 0 52,908 
1959 659,167 39,307 659,167 39,307 
1960 333,038 22,044 333,03 8 22,044 

11 Plant not operated. Y Preliminary. 
Source: Data for 1919-1934 from Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries and Alaska 
Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries. These a re a series of Bureau of Fisheries doc ­
uments and administrative reports. Data for 1935-1949 from Fishery Leaflet 380 
by Ralph C. Baker. Data for 1950-1959 from Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Indus­
tries and Fishery Statistics of the United States. These a re a series of statisti­
cal digests assembled and published by the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries and 
and its predecessor organizations. 
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SHIPMENT AND SALE OF FUR SEAL BONES , 1917 - 1919 

Year of Net Weight 
Receipts Less 

Expense of 
Shipment In Pounds Sale 

1917 32,170 $ 322 
1918 338,900 4,532 
1919 101 , 084 1,447 

Total 472,154 6,301 

Note: Includes old sea lion bones. 
Source: Alaska Fisheries and Fur Industries, Fishery 
Document No. 847 I 872 I and 89 1. 

PRODUCTION OF FUR SEAL MEAL, 1935 - 1960 
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HISTORICAL FISHERY ST ATISTICS 

Statistics of the fisheries of the United States are necessary for the best use 
of the Nation I s aquatic resources. As series of data for extended periods of time 
are accumulated, the information becomes increasingly more val uable in indicating 
trends in the supply and utilization of fishery products. The extent to which these 
data are used is frequently dependent upon the ready availability of needed informa­
tion to researchers, management officials, and members of the fishing industry. 

Periodically there are published in Fishery Statistics of the United States historical 
data for each state on the catch of important species. The most recent publication of 
these data was in Statistical Digest No. 43 entitled Fishery Statistics of the United 
S ta te s, 195 6 

The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries has in its files and in various Bureau reports 
or publications of other organizations a large volume of historical data. These statis­
tics would be of considerable use to researchers and others interested in the fisheries. 
Unfortunately, few know of these records. To make the series readily available to 
researchers and others interested in the fisheries, a section entitled "Historical 
Fishery Statistics II has been published I since 195 I, in Fishery Statistics of the 
United States. The titles of the series published, and the identifying number of 
the Digest in which each appears I follows: 

Series 

Menhaden Fishery I 1873 - 1951 
Oyster Fishery, 1880 - 1952 
Pacific Sardine Fishery , 1915 - 1953 
Atlantic Ocean Perch Fishery, 1930 - 1954 
Pacific Herring Fishery, 1881 - 1955 
United States Haddock Fishery, 1880 - 1956 
United States Tuna Fishery, 1911 - 1957 
United States Atlantic Cod Fishery, 1893 - 1958 

Published in 
Statistical Digest 

No. 30 
No. 34 
No. 36 
No. 39 
No. 41 
No. 43 
No. 44 
No. 49 

Fur Seal Industry of the Pribilof Islands, 1786 - 1959 No. 51 
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