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ABSTRACT 

T he pi cto rially described pro­
cedu r e in t his lea flet will help anyone 
to master t his art of fishing. 

Since the p ublicati o n of Fishery Leaflet 579 Castnets 
C onstructed of Machine- Made Netting, the Bureau of Com­
mercial F i sheries ha s received numerous requests for 
instructions on h ov.' to throw a castnet. This publication 
supplies fhat informati on. 

Although several m e t hods may be used to throw a castnet 
efficiently , this leaflet d e scribes the technique that is one of 
the simpler and mo r e c o nvent ional ways to throw and 
properly spread the net . The procedure is not complicated 
but just takes practice a n d patience to master the art. 

Small castne ts ( 3 - 5 f eet long) are easier to throw than 
larger ones. Handle the h a ndline as in steps 2 and 3; then 
hold the net clea r of t h e gro und in front of you. Hold in the 
mouth that part of the l e a d l ine nearest to your body. Next, 
hold the leadline wit h y our l eft hand at arm's length from the 
mouth (fig. 11). Thr ow t he net as described in steps 7 and 8. 

A close study of the following photographs and instruc­
tions should help teach a n y one to t hrow a castnet. 

1 



Handline 

81 II G 

Figure l.--Spanish castner . 

Step l.--Learn the parts of a castnet. 
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Figure 2.--English castnet. 
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Figure 3.--Handline looped around the right wrist . 

Step. 2.-- Loop the handline around the right wrist . 
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Figure 4.--Coiled handline held in the ri ght hand. 

Step 3.--Coil handline in a clockwise direction and hold coil in the right hand. 
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Figure 5.--Coiled netting held in the right hand. 

Step 4.--Coil netting in a clockwise direction to within about 2-1/2 feet of the leadline and 
hold in the right hand. 
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Figure 6.--About one-third of the netting is held in the left hand. 

Step 5.--Separate about one-third of the loose netting and hold it in the left hand. 
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Figure 7.--A part of the leadline i s held in the mouth. 

Step 6.-- Place in the mouth the part of the leadline which is on a vertical line between 
the two hands and next to the body. The ne t is now ready to throw. 

8 



Figure 8.--Fisherman ready to throw the net. 

Step 7.--Lean body to the right with arms extended as shown, keeping hands apart as 

in step S. 
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Figure 9.--Fisherman releasing the net. 

Step 8.--Swing the net around 1800 and release it. This step r equires practice because the net is 
released from the hands a moment before it is released from the mouth. 
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Figure 1O.--Fisherman retrieving the net. 

Step 9.--Haul in the net. Note the coiled handline in the right hand in preparation for 
the next cast. 
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Figure ll.--Preparing to throw a small castnet. 
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Created in 1849. the partment of th lnterior--a d part-
ment of conscrvation--1B concerned with the mana ement, 
conservation, and development of the Nation ' s water, fi sh , 
wildlife , mineral, forest, and park and recreational re ­
sources. It also has major r espons ibilities for Lncilan and 
Territorial affairs. 

As the Nation's principal conservation ency, the 
partment works to as sure that nonrenewable resources are 
developed and used wisely, that par and r ecreational r e ­
sources are conserved for the future , and tha t renewable 
resources make their full contribution to the pro eS8, pr s ­
perity, and security of the nited States- - now and in the 
future. 
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