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The soft clam (Mya arenaria) which is also called "soft-shelled
clam,® "long-necked claw," and "long-clam," is found along our atluntic
Coast from 3South Cu 011n. to the Arctic Ocean. These aninmals are very
abundant along the coast of Hew fEngland, especially in llaine and liassa-
chusetts, but are rarely cencountered south of Cape Hattceras.,

Soft clams begin spawming in the spring and early sumaer when the
water temperature reaches 55.0 or 60.0°F,  along the Wew Jersey coast this
occurs during ifay and early June; in Long Island Sound and larragansett
Bay, in June; around Cape Cod, in June and July; and north of soston, lute
in July. The spawning scason lasts about 3 months in liassachusctts, and
from l; to 6 months in Ncw Jersey. The scxes in adult clams are scparate,
and males and females occur in approximately equal numbers. In New England
watcrs most of the young clams are ready for their first spavming in the
early swmer, when they arc abouw 1 year old.

In cstablishing a clam farm foremost consideration should be given
to the sclection of the flats which ar: to bo used for the cultivation.
A good flat should have compact soil which, nevertheless, would permit com-
paratively casy digging. 4 mixture of fine sand and mud in *Hu v"tio of
2 parts sand and 1 part nud is considered the most desirable soil. Since
the growth of clams depends to a large extent upon the 01rcul@t10n of watcer,
it is desirable to have the flat located where there is a good currcnt.
The clam farm should be far rcmoved from any sources of domestic or indus-
trial pollution. Clams grow in water, the salinity of which may ronge fron
8 to 28 partu per thousand. Usually their tolerance to changes in salt
content of the water is very great, although the natural habitat of the
soft clam is between the tide lines it thrives bencuth the low watcr murk.

The ground for a farm should be choscn near the arcas where a natural
set of young clams occurs Proximity of natural setting areis will elimi-
nate the difficultics of transnort1no young clams a long distance. Because
small clams are extremcly fragile many of them mzy be damzged during trans=
portation. Unfavorably high temperature also may cause considerzble mortal-
ity among young animals., The best method of shipping sced clams is by

packing then in boxes or barrcls with damp scaweced. Picces of ice placed
on top of the barrel and covered with burlap will kcep young clams in good
hoalthy condition, assuring their survival,



Refore the young animals are planted in their new surroundings care
should be taken to preparc the ground for their arrival. Eelgrass and
other thickly growing »lants should be rcemoved, and the grounds should
be cleared of 2ll clam encmics, such as cockles and horseshoe crzabs.
Raking the surfacec of the soil sometimes facilitates the burrowing of
sced clams, '

The planting of seed clams consists merely of sewing thesc animals
upen the surface of the flat. sthen covercd by the next tide, young clams
will burrow rapidly into the soil and requirc no further attention. If
it secms probable that the animals sown on the flats may be rolled by the
wave action, it is advisable to plant them at half-tide when the water
is scveral feet deep, so that they will have cnough time to burrow before
the flat is exposcd., Only 2 limited number of individuals in any area
can grow without compcting with cach other for food and space. Therefare,
not more than 25 younz clams should be planted per each square foot of
bottom.

The followinsz methods mayr be recorimended for the gathering of seed
clams in the arcas of hcavy natural set: digging the set in shallow water
in such 2 manner that the clams will hoe washed out of the soil by thc tide;
making trenches across thickly set flats into which the clams will be washed
by the action of the tide and wind; in cxtremely heavy sctting arcas, gather-
ing both soil and clums and transporting to the planting grounds; sifting
the clams from the sand by using wirc mesh of o sufficiently large size to
rietain the clams but nllow the particlcs of sund and mud to go through., Dig-
cing the flats just prior to the sctting of clams very often proves helpful ‘
in catching battor clam sets,
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