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~ LEVEN TROUT (:3AUJO TRUTTA U.'VE"i\·ENSIS) 
by 

Dr. George A. Rounsefell 
Aq~atic Biologist 

Division of Fishery Bi0logy 

In Europe the genus Salmo is represented by two distinct and well 
recognized species: Salmo' Salar, the sea salmon, and salmo trutta, the 
trout. . 

Many ichthyologists formerly recognized more than one species of 
European trout, but it has more recently bden concoJdcd that 311 Sl.::.'e but 
varieties of Salmo trutta. The,anadromous varietJ', which beCause of' 
its sojourn in the sea, where food is plentiful, often attains a 13r::,t 
size, is ,<-nOVIn as Salmo trutta trutta. ThE; yOU~'lg, bri~i:""Gl.)' ;!Clr,r;:ed ',.i t?l 
red spots, ~re practically Lldi3tinguishabl~ from the :parI' st.::". (; t:J of tht..:; 
sea sal.tiLon, Salmo salar, and. IDee the salmon, tl1~y tal<.:.:: on a l:rij.t sil­
very dress before migr~~ting E!S smolts to the 8t:la. 

The brown trout J Selmo trutta fLrio, tIll.;: CO ,, ";~iOll '(;r'out .]1' ::::.uroj)", 
varies SOlU<:l1,ihat iE color and SiZll in 'iiffd!'Ol1t localitiv~o, 'uut tnis i:;; 
usual in any wid031)read forn.. It is t,y) ic::.l1y 8. f1'..;si~ ·' :':i.tGr 'It- ~:ri-:;ty, 
perhaps mcrL:ly a l:J.l1dlockcd. variety. In th", uni tl:.;Q st':: .. t",s tb..: r<..;,i:J.00Vl 
'trout, long t.:nown as SC.l!!lO iridc;us, Y;'::. S foun(;, to '0(.; :lctu:;.lly ttll .. S8J, ~(.. 
as thtJ st":01n-;::,d, 53-1mo ,:.: ~ii · i;:l~::; .. i, rj,.:J.d i:ldistL1'S .. ,islli.ibl.,; in inJiviJ.'.l;-!ls 
with the Cl.l1(:,.dromous habit.--;~rl,-·~m<.,; r;.;l8.tio:lsilil) m:.!y noLi tr\.4L! for 

S. trutt .. 1 trutt2. 3.ud S. tr.l'vt:::, i 'i1'io. 

The Loch Lovcln trot!-t, ':'::...lI,lO truttc. l",vcn...,nsis c::.n Dt: r .... g:.rd-.;d :.:8 

fIl0rely a locnl V2.ri-.lt;y· of S[Tillc·tI" .~t>:. Tlle,; f: :.ct tn?t h C.ltc •• "r:; l-:J. ", n s,-, '~m 
to haVe gr .. nt difficulty in di<'itillS'J.ic!Jir.,,:; t~tv,,,t..J:l Lod) Ll;'j ·'::.l '':'::~: ~rll~;!l 
trout is not surprisi:1g [ ,5 botH :::Iv :3aid to occur in LOCi •• L"V ·A:. TiL 
d(';scription of Loch Lt:;v0n trout'::.s sf,'i'J.IL,r u:ld. !!lor.:; silv~r~. L :....pp,,··_rl1;lCI,; 
strongly suggosts toot t.;,l~ v .. ll'i,:: tr h::'3 b..:ur. r"co&ai::.; '':!' t .. Cl-icL3~ t •• ~ trout 
ti.,;ud to ta~(,) on 'J. silv0ry ~~p;jara.lc\,; .'l.ft ·..;r d"SC,,~lii:i::; th_ S1;:',- ~· ",.; S i..to 
this lak0. This vi0vJ coinciJ..:s ",;itn cO~lditions i~ ""Jst..;r:l Hortl: ;. .... ,_l·ico 
whore tbb rc.inbo\i; or st()t~1~0c.d, S£.:. ':'mo gnirda·.:ri1 t .... 1L· S J.'l C'. silv._ry 
apPlJar::mco in c;Jl't'1in l'.lkLS much ~.ls thou;;h th", Llk" ~~ - ' . S.'j· : 11 .. oc <-~, 
giving ris\,; to loc ;:::.l v~ri(;tics ,~,S til\.! K..:unl.oops tl'Ou.t, S·J.l.mo go .. 1ru;:~rll 
kamloops. 
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