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In the early 1930s, the Gulf and South At
lantic section of the U.S. coast {North Caro 
lina to Texas} produced only about 10% of t he 
volume and value of the U .S. c ommercial 
fishery catch . In rece nt years, t he region 
has become the most important i n te rms of 
total commercial landings--almost tw o bil
lion pounds a year. This c ompare s with one 
and a third billion for the northeast coast 
{Maine to Virginia} and one and a half billion 
for the west c oast and Alaska . Mu c h of t he 
change has been recent--as late a s 1950 t he 
Gulf and South Atlantic r egi on p roduced l e ss 
than a billion pounds annually {Figur e I }. 

The dramatic incre ase in v olume of com
mercial landings has bee n m a t ched by an in
crease in value. Ne arly 200 m i llion dollars 
were paid to fisherme n f or t he i r products in 
1970; the figure was we ll under 100 million 
in 1950 . 

Important Salt-Wate r Angling 

The Gulf and South Atlantic states are also 
important in salt-wate r sp ort angling. The 
population has bee n gr owing faster than in 
most other sections of the country, tourism 
is increasing, and the good - weather season 
is long--year round in southe r n F l orida. The 
result is t hat over half of t he U. S. salt-water 
sportsmen' s catch n ow is taken in the Gulf 
and South Atlantic . 

Post-1 950 Developments 

What has happene d to c ommercial fisher
ie s is shown in Figure 2. T he traditional 
mainstay s have been m e n ha d en, mullet, 
crabs, and shrimp. Me nhaden la ndings have 
tripled since 1950, crabs have more than 
doubled, and shrim p are up a third. Only 
mullet have stayed at t he same level. Also, a 
new element has e ntered the picture - -indus
trial fisheries for reducti on a nd pet food, in
significant in 1950, now t ake about 100 million 
pounds a year. 

None of these figure s include the c atch of 
U.S. shrimpers, mostly from t he Gulf coast, 

whofish fa r from home waters and land their 
c atche s p rincipally in South America. This 
fi she r y, b r a nd new since 1960, now produces 
about 80 million pounds of shrimp a year, 
almost all exported to the U.S. 

The Future 

What i s t he future of the Gulf and South 
Atlantic f isheries? Biologists of the National 
M a r ine F isher ies Service point out that the 
record menhaden catches in recent years 
may be c lose to the maximum the stocks can 
produce . On t he other hand, blue crabs, the 
mos t importa nt crab, could almost certainly 
supp ort increased landings. {Processing and 
distribution pro b I ems are the industry's 
main headache.} There is evidence that the 
y ie ld of shrimp in the Gulf of Mexico could 
be i ncreased by increasing the average size 
of the shrimp caught . Spiny lobster fisher
ies are growing rapidly, now at least 10 mil
lion pounds a year worth 10 million dollars 
or more tothe fishermen. Snapper fisheries 
may have a large potential. Even the mullet 
stocks could probably support a larger fish
ery; the market has been the limiting factor. 

Almost-Untouched Resources 

There are two m ajo r resources in the 
region as yet almost unt ouched. The calico 
scallop is probably capable of producing some 
80 million pounds of high-value meats a year, 
and herringlike fishes in the Gulf might yield 
600 million pounds of fish for reduction each 
year. Thus it seems likely that the Gulf and 
South Atlantic region could easily produce 
something closer to three billion pounds a 
year than to the two billion pounds present
ly taken. 

Production Can Increase 

There is no doubt that fishery production 
in the Gulf and South Atlantic can and pr obably 
will increase --particularly because of the ag
gre s sive nature of the fishing industry there. 
Foreign competition is minor: Mexico takes 
about 40 million pounds of shrimp a ye ar in 
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Fig. 2 - Principal Gulf and South Atlantic landings, 1950 and 1970. 
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