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l I . - N O T S S  ON THE U O D  GILL-NET FJSXiEnIE(3 A T  GLOUOESTER~ 
l T ~ A L i l 6 A C I I U S E T T ~ ~ - l ~ ~ ~ - l S ~ 3 .  

B y  8. J. MARTIN, 

[From letters t o  Prof. S. I?. 13eird.l 

I n  1875, 1879, and 1880 the vessels did well with cod-nets. Last year 
they dit1 but very little with nets. The reafion is that there were no 
tish inshore. The result was the fishermen thought nets would never 
be used again, and some sold their, nets for drink a i d  some let them rot. 
Some who had nets in the last pa’rt of the  winter took care of them. 
This winter the tide has turned. Six weeks ago tho haddock catcherx 
wnght from 16,000 to 18,000 pounds of largo codfiali on the western 
1)ai t of Caslie’H in 60 fathoms of water, ant1 these fish kame iiisliore to 
spawn. \Vhen the spirling mere liere the boats went oiit on the rocky 
qwts of tho fishing gronnd and caught yrne large codfish, 200 
ponntls R dag; bnt the spirling ihiled, ant1 \rhen the boats went ont with 
&ius they canght 110 fish. C;iptain Gill three \vrelrs ago went out atid 
set S old cot1 nets and puglit  1,800 pounds of cod, but son10 of the 
nets were so rotten that tho fish wont tlirougli tiicm. Then he bought 
12 nets from the, Banks fishermen, and since that time he has land~tl 
35,000 puiiils of large cod. This is doing viol1 mlieri there is little or 
no bait. A t  that time there ma8 one boat, from Glonccster nnci onu 
from Ilook1)ort j to-day there are ton sail from Qloucester and two froiii 
Rockport. All tlin nets that were in Gloncester liare been bought 111) 
a n d  sonie new ones brought froui Boston. Tlie sclroorier Xising St:tr, 
after fishiiip 10 days, has stocked $1,100. A boat with 3 men went wit, 

set 7 nets 4 niiles from the shore, and came in this moriiing with 5,000 
poiwda largo coil for one night’s fishing. All tho boats are doing well, 
ant1 maoh work will be done tliis wintor with cod gill-nets. Cod sold 
to.tlay a t  3 cotits a pound. The boat Morrill Boy has uiilde $100 a xnm, 

GLOUCESTER, MASS., Uecember G, 1rSS. 

The cod gill.net fishing has been a great success so far this winter, 
Tlicw 1 1 : ~ ~  brea lancled i1t Gloncester 180,000 pounds of large cod wliicli 
liacl been oa>uglit iu nets. It is fire weeks since they bega~i to 1188 nete. 
There are 20 bo:Lts, large and small, fishing with nets, arid 195 nots are 
jti use a t  Iresent. A year ago a11 tho fish c:iuglit in nets mer0 obtained 
in Ipsvicli nay, Init this vinter tlie greater part of tho fish have been 
caught OK bere on the rocky bot,tom. The €is11 are large, auera4ging 
31 pouiitle. Tlicre are two 
vossele that 1 1 t h ~  niarle $330 to a share. These cod briiig a good price, 
being wltl n t  3 cents a pound. 

. 

Sereti-eights of tliose cauglit aro males. 

GLOUCESTER, MASS., lleceinbcr 20, 1882. 

Tho net, fiehermen have Rucccocled \veil in Bostou Bay thiw winter. 
Six hundred thousand potulds of fish caught ill th i i  bay have bee11 landed 



160 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION. 

a t  Gloucester. The most successful vessel has made $350 since Novem- 
ber 17 ; this was with ti men and 16 nets. The fish all left the bay in 
one night. The net fishermen are getting ready to fish in Ipswich Bay. 
Two boats which are now there are doing well. The G s h  sometimes re- 
main there until April 1. The total value of the fisli landed a t  Glouces- 
ter by the netters, tlius far, is $15,000; 70 men and 140 nets have been 
engaged. The outlook ior a prosperous winters' work is good. 

GLOUCESTER, MASS., January 11,1583. 

There are 10 vessels in Ipswich Bay using cod gill-nets. They are 
using 15 nets to a boat and are doing well. During the last 20 da:).s they 
have landed at  Roclrport and Portsmouth 230,000 pounds of large cod. 
Some of the boats have made $110 to a share, with 8 men to a boat. 
The fish are in one small spot, and 150 nets are set on a spot of ground 
half a mile long and quarter of a mile wide. The nets are often set 
across each other, so that one man was obliged to haul 7 nets in order 
to get his o m .  Those on top get the most fish. 

GLOUCESTER, MASS., Fchruary 6, 1883. 

Net fishing is about ended for this winter; not more than two boats 
are nom fishing with nets. Tho reason why the boats took up their 
nets so soon is because the nets were worn out, and they do not want 
to get new ones. Fish linve been scarce duriiig the past week, and the 
time for net fishing is short. The fish in Ipswich Bay are large. The 
schooner Blue Jay was in Roclrport yesterday with 135 fish mliicli 
weighed 4,134 pounds; these fish sold for 54 ceiits a pound. 1 think 
the boats that have nets will do well; 5,000 pounds now is as good as  
15,000 pounds in 1881. 

GLOUCESTER, MASS., Pebrunry 24,1883. 

Tho fishing with cod gill-nets in Ipswich Bay has been good during 
the last' ten clays. Some of the boats landed as many as 15,000 poiincis 
last week after twonights' fishing. All the boats which loolr their nets 
up have gone with them to Ipswich Bay. 
full of spawn. The crew of the boat Martha Jane shared $92 apiece 
after fishing 10 days. 

The net fishing for cod is done for this year. The amoiint of fish 
landed here which were caught in nets this winter is 2,335,000 pour~ds. 
These fish mere weighed as they came from t,he mater. During the 
months of November and December, when fish were plentifiil, thew 
were not many boats with nets, but in the latter part of the winter thcre 
were 21 boats fisliing with cod gill-nets. If tlie wliole fleet had utied 
nets in the fiist part of t h e  winter the catch would h:lre been much 
larger. The number of vessels fisliiug with nets is 21. Six dorier; with 
cod-nets fishing out of Hamilton, with 3 nets and 2 inen to a dory. 
Number of nets used this winter, 420; xneii engaged, lS0. The nets art3 
60 fathoms long. Tho weather t'his winter has been rough for net fish- 
ing, the nets uot being hanled mor0 than two-thirde of the time. Three 

The fish are very large and' 

This was with 8 men and 4 (lories. 
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boats have nets down, but they have not been hauled this week. The 
nets are a11 used up. If the fish remain in the nets over twenty-four 
hours they are scaled; the sand fleas take the scales off and suck the 
blood out of the fish. Then they have to be sold for half price. 

GLOUCESTER, MASS., Murch 26,1883. 

12.-THE ARIERIOAN PURSE-@BINE SUUC‘ESSFUL IN TIEE HEBRING 
FISHERIEB OF SWEDEN. 

Ily S. J. RIARTIN. 

[Letter to Prof. S. F. Baird.] 

You will probably be interested to know that a purse-seine has been 
successfully used in the herring fisheries of Sweden, near Gottenborg. 
My son, aapt. George H. Martin, informs me that Andrew Swinton, 
mho formerly fished from Gloucester in schooner Northern Eagle, re- 
turned home to Qottenborg in 1879, and writes to William Swinton, his 
brother, now living in Gloucester, to the following effect: “In the spring 
of this year (1882) I bought some twine and had a purse-seine made here 
in the same style as the Glouceeter seines, and went off in a small craft 
to try it on the herring in this yicinity. I am doing ilrst rate, and think 
the purse-seine can be used to great advantage in these waters. This 
is the first purse.seine that 1 kuow of ever being used on this coast.” I 
can get more facts when William Swinton returus from a fishing trip. 

GLOUUESTER, MASS., October 17, 1882. 

I have seen Mr. Swinton and learned what I could concerning the 
use of the purse-seine in Sweden. This Andrew Swinton is A brother 
of the William Swinton who lives in Gloucester. He went mackerel 
fishing from this port for five years with seines; but went bitck to  
Sweden threo years ago and settled there. In Sweden it seems that 
they catch most of their herring with drag-seines j but for the three 
years last past the herring have kept so far off shore that the fishermen 
could not reach them well with a drag-seine. Last winter Mr. Swinton 
had a purse-seine made, which was 840 feet long and 90 feet deep. This 
Seine excited much interest among the fishermen. The first time it was 
set 50 barrels of large herring were caught. Mr. Swintun does not state 
how many herring he has caught duriug this summer, but snys that he 
did well, and has made three times as much as any other fisherman in 
Qottenborg. He states also that next year there will be three more 
Purse-seines used. 

QLOUCESTER, MASS,, November 10,1883, 
Boll. U. S. F. C., 83-11 




