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The vessels in this fishery nom number about 100 sail and are largely 
Lakers, belonging along the Maine coast. 

M,wkerel hare been very abuudant, a large fled tirriring daily with 
full fares. The number of vessds arril-ed here the twenty-four hours 
with Backerel has been 30, with 12,230 barrels ; of which 10,909 bac- 
icls werc shore catch, and the rest talten in the Ba,y of Saint Lawrence. 
About 20 vessels are now in the bng. The catch there this year by the 
American fleet, numbering 49 sail, has been between 12,000 and 13,000 
barrel s. 

aLOUCESTEIt, IfASS., fleptWbm 8,1854. 

215.-TBAPPINGI QABPIIEREAU I N  TANGIIPAROA BIVEB. 

B y  J. DOCK. HARRELL. 

[From a lettor t o  Prof. S. F. Baird.] 

We are also beginning to note the increase of the gaspereau in our 
river. Previous to tlic war they were plentiful. but during the mar there 
miis a system of trqq)ing inaugurated, which in a fern y b i m  alniost ex- 
terminated them. Thcy :m white, resembliDg the bnffdo in shape, and 
Iiave been caught, hem weighing from 20 to 50 ponnds. They have two 
bones imbe&led in their head that seem to hare no connection with any 
organ of the head wliutercr. They have been caught this size by means 
of a trap know11 here as  a miug-dam trap. This is h i l t  with a stroiig 
fall to the mouth and latticed to allow the mater to 'pay through j 
fingers extend back of tho full-board which prevent t h e  'fish from taking 
U I I ~  side 'advantage Gf the cnrfent and force of water produced by the 
811-board. Tbo trap ie generallx placed in the middle of the river in 
~ h a l 1 0 ~  mater, and a dam constructed on each side to the banE is h i l t  
of &bikes and brush in the shape of n letter V, with the trap in the 
center where the wings join. The dam is built to raise the water to D 

depth of 3 to 4 feet above, and allows no fish to proceed down streatm 
without being caught. A current is produced in front, of the trap so 
that if one of any fiize stops witchin 3 feet of tho month of the trap, iu 
the twinkling of the cye he feels himself going over the fall-board. 
Then there is no chance in the world for him to  save himself. This ia 
8 s p t e m  of trapping that should be a direct riolation of the law. 

Barn* are found to be on the increme here, and am discovered in 
numbers from 3 inches long upward. They are very game when hung 
with a hook. 

OSYXA, MISS., Azrgmt 1,1884. 

"A sfiwirnen sont was pronoug ed by Dr. Bean to  bo tho fresh-water drum or sheeps- 
head (naploidono ius yrun $time). &: IW. 8. 




