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tity of water. Those I rcturned to the b o k ,  and paid no further atten- 
tion to them until six hours afterwards. I then noticed that the two 
which had received the tonic showed a marked improvement, and were 
swimming on their sides nearly a t  the top of the water. I then changed 
the water and administered the same amount of brandy as before. Ou 
the following morning, thirteen hours after the first administration of 
brandy and seven hours after the second dose, the two fish in question 
mere apparently fully restored, and were swimming naturally 'and ac- 
tively about the bowl. The restoration proved to be complete. 

UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION, 
Washimgton, D. C., January 4, 1884. 
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@3.--LOBS OF L I F E  A N D  PBOPEIKTY 1N TME GLOUCEBTEH P I B H -  
ERIE.%. 

B y  C a p t .  J. W. C O L L I N S .  

I beg to submit the following statement of the lmses, from Gloucester, 
of life and property in the New England fisheries during the patit ten 
years, first saying that there is uo available source from which to obtain 
similar facts relative to the fishing fleets of other New Englaud coast 
towns. The period covered by the statistics I give is from 1874 to 1883, 
inclusive, during which time Gloucester has had a fleet of, approxi- 
mately, 400 fishing vessels, carrying about 4,300 to 4,800 men. About 
one-half to possibly three-fourths of this fleet has been engaged in 
Borne branch of the winter fbheries, tho rest of the vessels being hauled 
up for about five months of the year. 

I n  the ten years ment,ioned the total loss of vessels has been 147, of 
which number 82 have foundered a t  sea, 7 of the latter having been 
abandoned in a sinking oondition. The total value of these vessels mas 
$736,126. The total loss of life has been 1,233 men, 895 of whom went 
down in their vessels, which foundered at  sea. It is a little difficult to 
get a t  the exact numbor of' bereaved families which lost their natural 
protectors, since for one or two years of the period under considera- 
tion accnrate record was not kept of the widows and fatherless ohil- 
dren left by these disasters at sea, and even if i t  had been it would 
not &ow how many almost helpless parents have been deprived of 
their only means of support. As ,near as I can get at i t m a k i n g  
what I believe to be an underestimate for the years of which I cay 
obtain uo statistics of the widows and children left4322 momen have 
been made widows, and 668 children loft fathcrless by the disasters to 
tho Gloucester fleet alone. Many of these families, hare been ieft in 
utter destitution. 

There can be but little doubt that upwards of 75 per cent of the ves- 
Bels lost at sea meet with an untimely fate simply because they are too 
rjhallow ; the consequence being that when caught in a gale they are 
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liable to be thrown on their beam ends, and, not being able to right&- 
@awe of their shallowness, fill and sink. 111 a single gale, that of De- 
aember 9 and 10, 1876, no less than five Gloucester schooners were 
knocked down ana bnrely escaped sinking. Three of them were dis. 
masted, two of which yere abandoned, one went into Liverpool, Nova 
Plcotia, under a jury-rig, while the others were not so badly damaged. 
The inference is that other vessele which foundered iu the same gale, 
and those that hare been lost a t  sea on other occasions, were knocked 
down in a similar manner, and, failing to right again, soon sunk. Of 
course, with a, deeper body to the vessels, and the ballast placed lower, 
there would be far less probability of such a mishap occurring, and ereu 
should it happen the chances mould be a hundred to one that the vessel 
would right again. 

It is, therefore, altogetier probable that the introduction of deeper 
fishing vessels in New England would save for Cloucester alone some- 
where about $30,000 to $60,000 per year, besides B large number of 
lives. 

As an instance stowing how terrible the 1088 is sometimes, I will saly 
that from the 29th of August to the last of December, 1883, 16 vessels 
from Gloucester foundered a t  E=, carrying down with them 205 men, 
while the loss of property was little less than $100,000. 

QLOUUEBTER, MASS,, .February 21,1884. 

S&-LOBB OF LlFE AND PROPEBTY IN THE FISEEBIEU. 

B y  R e  B. FORBES. 

I have perused with great intereNt the statements on tho subject of 
bhe lossof life among the fishermen of Gloucester. The loss of 417 vessels 
m d  3,600 lives in flfty-four years ending in 1884 is fearful to contem- 
plate. In 22 years ending this year the number-of men lost was 2,14(h 
There must be some cause for t,his large increase. It may be presumed 
that the increase of the number of v e s d s  in the business accounts for 
the increased loss of lives in a great degree. Aiiother cause must be 
the fact that the vessels are more crowded, Another prominent caufie 
must be the fact that trawl-fishing in dories necessarily exposes the 
men to greater danger than hand-fishing. I have before rnc~ a long list 
of men who have been separated from their vessels; many of these haw 
been lost, while Borne have been rescued in a starving condition. No 
regular rule hits been established for furnishing dories with condensed 
food and means for cooking. This should bo clone. Mr, D. W. Low, of 
Qloucester, has contrived means not only to feed persons, but to euable 
them to right their dories and to cling to them wheu capsized. If the 
Owners of fishing craft do not feel interest enough to encourage the use 
of these meam, there should be a lam to dompel them to do SO; and if 




