
14.-NOTE8 ON TEE C)OD GILL.NET FISILERIES O W  G J A O U O E ~ T E R ,  
MASS., 1884-'85. 

B y  S .  J. MAISTIN. 

[Froln lotters to Prof. S. 1". Bniid.1 

The first cod gill-nets were set Septeniber 30, bat 110 cod h a w  yet 
Yesterdpy a boat with five nets caught 80 large 

Gill-net fishing will bo carried on to a muCh greater extent 
been caught in them. 
Pollock. 

year than last. 
QLOUUESTER, MASS., Octobev 5,  1884. 

The ten boats that are fishing with cod gill-nets catch mostly large 
Pollock. These fish average 239 pounds as they coine from the W a t e r .  
1 have seen a lot of 6,000 pouuds landed, whieli averaged 24 pounds to 
h fisll. 0 ~ 0  pollocli was landed wlrich weighed ,374 pounds. The 
average weight of pollock caught on h n d  lilies is 

111 s e ~ e n  days and with twenty-four nets, the  school^^* Uisie landed 
135,000 ponnds of fiollook and 5,000 pounds of large cod. Her nets are 
50 fathoms long anci 2 fathoms deep. Wit11 sixteen nets of tho same 
si'&, the schoolier Hector took 26,000 pouutls of po11ock alnd 1,000 

This afternoon the whole ten vessels that are using nets &re in with 
decks full of large pollocl~ and large coctfish. They landed 140,000 

Pollock sold to-day at 50 
a 100 ponnds. It is being dressed a118 gott,ell ready to Ship to 

Monday morning. The large pollooli uiake very nice steak, 
and are considered better for frying than cod. 

The hand-liners all catch small fish, and they are quite angry toward 
the gill-netters. In Home instances they hare mcIiorc(1 on top of tlhe 
gill-uets, injuring th in .  The poop10 gather along the wharves to see 
the large pollock unloaded froin gill-nct vessels and the small pollock 
unloaded froin hand-lino vessels, and think i t  :I& great curiosity. 

ponndc;. 

- Pounds al' large cod last week. 

Pounds of pollock and 5,000 pounds of cod. 

have been 3 putl'ers caught iu the cod gill-nets. 
GLOUUESTER, MASS., OCtObeY 26,1884. 

The amount of fish caught in gill-nets end landed here during the 
Past week is as follows : 915,000 pounds of pollock aiid 67,000 pounds 
Of largo cod. 

coImidering the number of boats, nets, and men eiigaged in fishing, 
Thirteen small ~ 3 9 -  

fishing with cod gill-nets, lauded last night aud this niohing 
260,000 pounds of pollock and 20,000 pounds of large cod. These fish 

catch yosterda,v' exceeds anything 011 record. 

Bull. U .  s. F. c,, 86-4 
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mere caught in seventy-six nets, 50 fathoms long and 26 fatlioms dcep, 
and were fished by 95 men. Some of thc boats left some of the nets, D o t  
being able to take all the fish that were i n  them. When the schooner 
Hector came to its nets, three of them mere found on the top of the 
water, the buoyancy of the pollock being. so great as to part the anchor 
lines and cause the nets to come to the surface. There were 8,000 
pounds of fish taken out ot three &mall nets, while one small boat< with 
six nets landed 12,000 pounils. 

The pollock-catchers who use hand lines have hauled up, not being 
able to catoh any fish. 

The twine now used in the manufacture of cod gill-nets is not fit to 
use in catching polloek; the nets should be made of salmon twine. A 
large fleet will use the cod gill-net this winter, and some vessels of 80 
tons burden are getting ready to set theui. Codfish have begun to 
come on the rocks. They are large, and are mostly females, R number 
of which are full of ripe spawn. The po1lool< are large, averaging 234 
pounds in weight, aiid are ha1.E male aiid half female. Pollock sold 
to-day a t  40 cents, atid codfish at $1.10 per 100 pounds. 

GLOUCESTER, MASS., November 2, 1884. 

The cod gill-net fishery is assuming large proportious. There are 
thirty-five vessels now eugaged in it, eight of which are now in Ipswich 
Bay and the rem%inder off Half-way Rock, in I3ostoii Bay. A vemel of 
seventy-five tons usually carries 40 nets. The cod are not very plenty. 
Last meek vessels fishing with nets lnndcd a t  Oloucester 97,000 pounds of 
cod and 322,Of~O pounds of pollock j a t  120clrportt, 48,000 pounds of cod 
end 15,000pounds of pollock ; a t  Lynn, 70,000 poiintls of cod and 32,000 
pounds of pollock. Some of the fishermen with hand lines are catching 
large cod from the schools i n  Boston Gag, using squid for bait. Boats 
with two men catch 1,000 pounds per (lay. 

GLOUUESTER, MASS., Noccmber 16, 1884. 

All tho vessels that were seut lo tlic Grand Bariks for cot1 are home 
and hauled up. There are a iew still fisliing on George’s. There are 
fifty-two vessels now fishing with gill-nets, :ind they catch R large quau- 
tity of cod and pollocl~ 

GLOUCESTRE, MASS., 1\Tozwrbcr 19, 1P84. 

SUMMARY POR. Nov~~ iu~~c . -n i i r . i i i~  t lie niontli there wen’ caught 
i n  cod gill.nc!ts 883,000 ponnds of cod :rat1 1,057,000 pounds of pollock. 
There were landed at Hockport Ll!t3,000 poundls of cod and 105,000 
pounds of pollock. Tlicrc w r e  landed a t  L p l l  268,000 pouuds of cod 
;ml  80,000 pounds of imllock. Uodfisli sold nt  26 ceuts a pound. 

c 

CJLOUCESTEB, ITASS., Deccmbev 2, 1884. 

Vessels usiug the cod gill-nets have found flsli scarce the past week. 
1)pcernber 7th as high :W 10,000 poutlds were taken, while on the 
next clay only 500 pounds \ v e ~  t a k ~ ~ ~ i  in tlie aame gang of nets. Siuce 
last nionilay, boats wit11 twcnty.fivu iiots have been catchiug from 300 
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to 800 pounds each. The boats that went out to their nets this morn- 
ing caught from 6,000 to 8,000 pounds each, while the night before the 

nets in the same place only caught from 300 to 500 ponnds. 
O~LOUOESTER, MASS., December 14, 1884. . 

15*-THE P E N O B S C O T  AND SCXIOODIC: BALDION WORK OP 1W14-'!35. 

B y  CHAS. G. ATHINS. 

LFrom a letter to Prof. S. F. Bnird.] 

The eggs taken this year a t  tho Penobscot station will coutit nearly 
1,900,000, This is about G00,OOO less than last year, though we liatl a 
larger nuinber of fish. The explanation is found iu two oircumst:bnces : 
Pirst, that the fish were much Rmaller thau last year ; second, t h a t  thero 
was a larger proportion of males. I tliiulc we can connt 011 liwilig 
1,760,000 eggs to ship. Your pro nitam share will be about 1,050,000. 
Maine will hare 500,000; Massachnsetts 200,000. It tboald be well to 
have, a t  any rate, a partial assignmGnt inadevery soon. IVC had warmer 
weather thau usual in November, aiid the eggs are m.ore forward iu  
development. I think Mr. Matlier would be glad to receive sowe early. 

A loss 
of 10 per cent. will leave 1,554,000, and t h e  25 per cent. reserve (858,500) 
W i l l  reduce the number available for shipment to l,l(ir3,500. A pro rata 
dividon, ou the basis of 1,150,000, will give to- 

Maine (gT) ......................................... 230,000 

138, 000 

1,150,000 

These eggs are now in our coldest wnter, aiid will not bc ready for 
shipment before late in Fobruary. I would like to find wlietlier tile 
serious losses that  hare attended shipment8 to the South  mid m7est 
cannot bo avoideci by keeping the eggs iu  leko water duriog the elitire 
time of their developincut at Grand Lake stream, instead of exposing 
them for a few weelts to spring mater a s  we liaw lieretofore practicecl, 
with a view to hastening their development. 

The fish a t  Grand Lake stream have been plentier tliau lnst year, and 
the augmentation in size continues. ~ 1 i o  females talcen tliis year aver- 
aged 3 pounds arid 15.7 oiiiices in weight, tho males 4 pounds w d  .I 

In  1875, the males averaged 1.G pounds, and the females 1.9 
Pounds. There has been a correspoiidiiig appreciation in fecundity, 
:he Yield being 763 eggs per female iii 1875, aud 2,228 eggs per female 
11 1884, a. gain of marly 200 per cent. 

' At Grand Lake st,reain we secured about 1,727,000 eggs. 

united States (&*) ...................................... 598,000 

Massachusetts (%+). .................................. 184, 000 
New Hampshire (2+). ................................. -- 

. 

BUUHBPORT, ME., December 12, 1884. 


