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gave me valaable assistance. More whales have been seen on the coast, 
and we may yet succeec in getting a complete skeleton. I would sug- 
gest that i t  might be desirable to send a printed circular to the Long 
island keepers requestiug them to give the matter their special attention. 

WASBINWON, Pebruary 5,1886. 

%NI.-NOTXCE OW TIIE U A P T U B E  O F  A M A L E  P Y G M Y  S P E R M  W H A L E  
- E O Q I A  B E E V I C E P B - A T  E L T T Y  H A W K ,  N O E T H  U A R O L I N A .  

B y  FREDERICK W. TRUE. 

The Commission may well congratulate itself upon the receipt by the 
Smithsonian Institution of a male pygmy sperm whale. The occurrenoe 
of this rare and interesting species in the Atlantic was made known 
for the first time by the capture of a specimen somewhat more than a 
year ago at Spring Laeke, New Jersey. This first specimen was a female, 
and one can, therefore, understand the gratification those interested in 
the study of the Cetaoea feel in receiving, as a second specimen, one of 
the opposite sex. The species is by no means well kuown, ‘but of the 
few specimens captured the majority have beeu females. If I am not at 
error in my opinions, the male has been described as an animal of a 
genus and species distinct from the female. 

The circumstances which attended the acquisition of the new speci- 
men are set forth in the following letter addressed to Professor Baird 
by Mr. James R. Hobbs, keeper of the Kitty Hawk Life-saving Station, 
Sixth District, North Carolina, a4nd dated January 1, 1885: 
“I am sorry I was unfortunate with the fish, but 1 was determined 

to secure it. It came ashore during a gale of wind and a high tide 
and was badly chafed. On the next morning we had a snow storm. 
The fish came ashore 2& miles north of the station, and the patrol 
informed me that it was a porpoise. Accordingly, I sent three men 
with horse and cart for it, but as one of them had to hold the horse 
and the other two could not put it in the cart, they returued without 
it, and reported that i t  was a blackfish 9 feet long. The men pulled 
the fish upon the shore, and I had it covered with a light sail. On 
Sunday the gale abated, and I succeeded in carrying home the fish, 
which I identified as a pygmy sperm whale. While the whale was ou 
the beach the sail blew off of its head, and the birds picked out one of 
its eyes. I did not get your teIegram until the afternoon of Sunday. 
The gale detained the boat that runs here, so I boxed the specimen pp 
and carried i t  in a small boat a distance of 5 miles to a fish-boat, and 
shipped it to Elizabeth City. I hope you will receive it all right. Like 
all other fish of its kind, handling causes the skin to ped off as the 
skin of a potato. This whale waa badly skinned up. 
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(‘Surfman T. N. aundlin (No. 5 )  found the fish. All of the labor 
has been done free of cost. 

(6 I am an old sailor, and have been in nearly every sea, excepting 
the Arctic Ocean and the Red Sea. I am well acquainted with fish, but 
have never seep e bone-shark on this coast, though there may be some. 
But I have caught in my bluefish nets hundreds of switch-tails and mail- 
eaters, as the sailors call them.” 

The specimen which we owe to the enterprise of Mr. Hobbs and his 
crew is about 9 feet in length, ‘and appeared to be adult but not old. 
The skin as he states was badly abraded, and hence it was impossible to 
determine its original color. Two characters of the specimen attracted 
my special attent,ion. In the upper jaw near the anterior end were 
four slender curved teeth, simiIar to those of the lower jaw, but smaller. 
These did not occur in the female previously received, but two teeth 
were said to be found in a similar position in a specimen from India, 
described by Sir Bichard Omen* under the name of Euylqsetes sinzus. 

On account of the presence of teeth in the uppor jaw, and in con- 
sideration of the presence of some other apparently important charac- 
ters, Ih. Gill erected a separate genus, Callig?~athus, for the specimen 
in guestion. t 

After an oxamination of tho type specimens and study of the litera. 
ture, however, I am inclined to agree with Professor Flower that the 
specimens thus far acquired represent but a single species which is 
probably cosmopolitan in range. 

preliminary examination of the specimon was the peculiar position of 
the genital opening. This orifice is situated anterior to the line of the 
front margin of the dorsal fin, while in the dolphins I have examined 
it is almost as near the vent as the same dpening in the female. 

The stomach contained only thb beaks and eyes of cuttle-fish and a 
great quantity of nematoid worms. A largo number of larval cestoid 
worms, apparently of the genus Pl~yllobotkriun~, were found encysted 
in the integuments of the back, especially about the dorsal flu. 

It is my intention to publish a somewhat exteiided account of the 
genus Kcyia as soon a8 oircumstances permit. A considcrablo number 
of specimens of tlie genus have been accumulated in difkrent parts of 
the world. It appears to be somewhat coiumon about Australia. The 
type-specimen desoribed by De Blainville is in the Muscum d’Eistoirc 
Naturelle, Paris. The National Museum pomesses, in addition to tho 
male and female mentioned above, a fcotus, and a mandible from Ma- 
zatlrtn (type of E. Ploweri). 

, The second character which attracted my attention upon making a * 
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