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59.-TRE S A R D I N E  CANNING I N D U S T R Y  O B  E A S T P O R T ,  ME. 

B y  N. H. HEMP, aIId othCI*s.  

[A petition to tho Secretary of the Tr~nsnry.] 

Whereas by the expiration of the Washington Treaty of 1873 on the 
1st day of July next, animportant industry, which has originated since 
it$ ratification, and which is purely local to this border town of East- 
Port and the adjacent town of Lubec in the State of Mairie; and where- 
as by such terii:ination of treaty with the Canadian Government this 
said industry, mliich is the packing and canning of American sardines, 
is threatehed vith utter annihilation, me, the undersigned owners of 
factories a t  Eastport and Lubec? Me., respectfully beg to represent as 
follows : e 

(1) Tho industry of packing American sardines originated in this 
town of Eastport ten years ago, and there is invested in it a t  the present 
time capital of not less than one niillion of dollars, of which a large 
proportion is in factory buildings, machinerg, fixtures, tools, and im- 
plements. 

( 2 )  There are eighteen factories in Eastport and four in Lubec, ~ Q W  

Wholly engaged in and dependent on this industry, and ernploying‘sev- 
em1 tliousand operators, pa’rtly ibrmer residents of these said towns, 
nnd partly people from other parts, drawn hither by the necessity of 
t$e factories for help. 

(3) Maiiy of these people hare settled here and acquired real estate, 
trusting in the permanency of the industry. 

(4) The towns of Eastport arid Lubec Iia17e no resources for business 
(?xcept fish, the caiining of Ainerican snrdines forming the most promi- 
nent fentuye of their occupatioii. Of the fish used they receive fully 
two-thirds from provincial waters, beiug situated 011 the border, 

(5) The fish used in this industry are sinald herring which have LIO 
other commercial value. 
Nied to fertilizing purposes only. 

(6) The provincial waters in tho vicinity of these said towns abound 
i I 1  them and fiirnish a11 iiicxhaustible supply Qf the kind reguired in tlie 
s;lrcliiie business, while, owing to local conditions, but a slnall’proportioii 

obtaiuable Dom American waters. 
(7) The fish are bronght i:i fresh, and owing to their delicacy are Of 

such perishable nature that they must be put through the process of can- 
I’ilfg ivithout delay. 

(8) The fish are in best condition from July until December, and ar0 

Before tho era of this industry they were ap- ’ 
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prepared' after the manner of French sardines, affording a palatable, 
cheap, and wholesome food product, in great demand throughout the 
United States and an article of export to Europe. 

(9) It is therefore a t  the opening of the season for canning fish when 
the said treaty terminates. 

(10) A large and valuable amount of material is used i n  this indus- 
try, which greatly benefits other business in and out of the State of 
Maine. 

Now, if from any cause this well-established and generous business 
should fail, it would be an irreparable loss to the undersigned and their 
employees, to these towns and other sectims of the country. 

While our Goverument has a t  no time derived a reventie from the 
importation of these small herring, i t  has on the other hand profited 
indirectly and largely by this-industry from duties on tin plate and pig 
tin, of.which articles it is estimated the industry requires from $150,000 
to $200,000 annually, with a steadily increasing demand. 

Under the tariff which will take effect 011 July 1 next, and which pro- 
vides a duty of 50 cents for every 100 pounds of fresh fish imported 
into the United States, except on fresh fish for immediate consumption, 
it becoples a question whether these small herring, which but for this 
exclusively local industry have no commercial value, shall be considered 
dutiable, or whether, forming as they do the base and necessity of this 
important and growing enterprise, an exception shall be made iu its 
favor and for its maintenance ; furthermore, as nothing will save these 
very perishable fish for food purposes except prompt canning, we re- 
spectfully beg to submit whether this may not be considered tantamount 
to immediate consumption. 

In  the event that a duty should be exacted on the fish in question i t  
mould grievously cripple, if not utterly annihilate, the American sardine 
industry, which erezi now is, and for a year past has been, suffering 
from the general depression of business. Compared with the cheapness 
of these iish, the specific duty of 50 cents per 100 pounds is exorbitalit 
to the last degree, being far in excess of the ordinary cost of the fish. 
But a duty of 50 cents per 100 pound8 imposed on €he gross weight 
means to the factories a duty of GG6 ceuts on the net weight, for in 
trimming the fish for use a loss in weight of not less than 339 per cent 
is experienced. 

The market value of American sardines having been established and 
regulated by the cost of the fish, this charge would inevitably result in 
driving American sardines from our own and foreign markets, in favor 
of foreign industries, and would entail heavy losses to fact,ory owners, 
and inflict untold mimry on a large number arid worthy class of Amer- 
ican citizens. 

NOW, therefore, in consideration of the facts stated above and iu view 
of the imminent danger which threatens these communities, your pe- 
titioner8 earnestly pmy that you mill instruct the collector of this port 

' 
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io permit the importation of the designated fish, for the purpose stated, 
free of dutj7, and that you will give this matter attention a t  your ear- 
liest convenience, considering that but a few weeks intervene nom, and 
if not passed upon before the 1st of July, it will seriously affect the- 
interests and welfare of these oommunities. 
. EASTPORT, ME., May 25,1886. 

, I  

6O.-YOUNQ TBOUT DESTROYED BY DIOSQUITOE8. 

B y  C. I€. MURRAY. 

[From D lettor to Prof. S. F. Baird.] 

I n  the middle or latter part of June, 1882, I was prospecting on the 
head-waters of the Tulnichie Creek, in the Gunnison Valley, Colorado. 
About 9 oklock in the morning I sat down in the shade of some willows 
that skirted a clear but shaltllow place in the creek. In a quiet part of 
the water where their movements were readily discernible, were some 
fresh-hatched brook or mountain trout, and oireling about over the 
Tvater was a small &warm of mosquitoes. The trout were very young, 
still having the pellucid sack pafTing out from the region of the gills, 
with the rest of the body almost transparent when they would swim 
into a portion of the water tliat mas lighted up* by direct sunshine. 
Every few minutes these baby trout-for what purpose I do not know, 
unless to get the heliefit of more air-would conie to the surface of the 
mater, so that the top of the liead was level with the surface of the 
water. When this was' the case a mosquito wonltl light down and irn- 
lnedintely transfix the trout by inserting its proboscis, or bill, into the 
brain of the fish, which seemed incapawe bf escaping. The mosquito 
would hold its victim steady until i t  h:1d extracted d l  the life juices, 
mil when this was accomplished, and it would fly away, the dead 
trout would turn over on its back and  float down the stream. I was so 

* interested in this before unheard-of destruction of fish tliat I vatched 
the deprerJations of these mosquitoes for inore than half an hour, alii1 
in that time over twenty troiit were sucked dry and their lifeless bodies 
sent floating away with the current. It W ~ S  the only occasion when I 
was ever witness to the fact, and I have been unable by inquiry to as- 
certain if others have observed a similar destruction Of fish. I am sure 
the fish were trout, as the locality was Quite near the SIIOIT line, and the 
water W ~ S  very cold, and no other fish were in the stream a t  that altitude. 
prom this observation I a m  satisfied that great numbers of trout, and 
Perhaps hfant  fish of other varieties in clear cvaters, must come to their 
death in this way; and if  tho fact has not been heretofore recorded it 
is important to those interested iu fish-culture, 
, PENVEX, DOLO., JuZy 22,lSSEj. 
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