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?.--NOTES U P O N  A N  E X P L O B A T I O N  ON >,ONGI ISLAND SOUND. 

B y  T A I ~ E E T O N  11. BEAN. 

( ~ r o m  o lottor to Prof. S. F. ~)a ir~ t .* l  

We have enjoyed a highly gratifylug clay of collecting. and our list of 
Species xiow foots up 53. The Lookout has helped us to iucrease our 
&tore by the addition of 14 species since it came in. The weather so far 
lias been propitious, ~ 1 1 d  erergbody seems satisfied. I am sorry that 
we did not secure tho aid of the steamer iiiuch earlier, as we hoped to 
(10. Bowever, there ilre several accessious now of which I feci some- 
What lwoud. We seined two examples of l?isttzcZaria to-day, besides a 
species of Heniirhombus (or Plutoplwgs), and numerous examples of the 
ovate pompauo, Trachgizotus avutus. Bairdiellu is quite cominon ; so, 
alee, is Syrrodirs foetens. Two species of anchovy oceur-one of them 
Wry a b u n d a n t i n  the eosteru portion of the bay, nud the otber iiot 
movlng so far from the ocean inlet ; everywhere these little fishes at- 
tract the blue-fish, squeteague, silver gar, and other predaceous species. 
The silver sides (nlenidiu notrcta) arc cxcessively abuudsnt everywhere, 
and serve as food for blue-fish. I have been somewhat ,astonished to 
find one of thk haltes (Phglcis.te?aztis) well distributed in the bay, asso- 
ciated with the tomcod. The tomcod is much infested, in some places, 
with a lern&an parasite. Gobiosonan is very commou. The taxtog we 
f i ~ d  i n  greater numbers ;is we approach the inlet: mid the same is true 
of the cuniier. Young weak.fish (sqneteague) are universal excepf in 
shoe1 water. Kingfish (Menticirrus nebulosus) are sufficiently numerous 
Wiercver we seine, but the young, from an inch and a half to two inches 
aud ;L half or inore in length, were taken in the surf today in larger num- 
bers thall 1 have seen before. The soup a d  tlie squeteague form’ the 
Principal catch of the 7 pounds near the Fire Islund light. Young sea 
bass are much more abundaut a t  \Vootl’s Holl than 1v0 find then1 here. 
lhe white perch, ;I comgarutivoly recent arrival in Great, Soiitli Bay, is 
becomiug gradually distributed, but we hav0 not Set caught a single 
Q%niple iu our seiiies. &$nodus fatens is tt very common species here, 
reaching all parts of the bay visited by our uets. n7e do not dud yonug 
nlenhadon, and tho only clupeoids sociirccl are tin occmioual half-grown 
menhaden, ono hickory shad ( CZttpecL medioeris), and one alewifo (0. 
veWcali8, probably). Tho big-epxl eel is one of otir treasures. 

* Ww c1etuilocl and rrystuiiiatic ucconllts will p r o l m ~ y  appow in  roc. Ntut. MUS., IS&. 
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