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lBS. -OATOII  O P  8HAD IN OONNECX'IOUT FOPI 1885. 

B y  RQBIEIRT B e  CIIALKER. 

The statistics and other information about the catch of shad in the 
State of Connecticut for the year 1SS6" are as follows: 

POUND BIYHICIUES. 

From the month of tho Connccticut River to  New I-Iovcn Earbor : 
15 traps in Soybrook .. _ _  __. .__. . _ _  __. . - __. ._ _ _  _ _  . _ _  - - - - _ _  - 44,400 
22 traps in Wcstbrook . - - - -. - -. . - . _ _  . - . - __. -. . - 52,700 
12 traps in Clinton _ _ _  .__ .____. _____. _ _ _ _  ..___. ._____ ._____ ._.. 26, 000 
13 traps i n  Madison _ _  _ _ _  .__. ._ - _. - _ _ _  - _. __. _.__ _ _ _ _  . _ _ _  ._._ 8,400 
7 t r a p  in Guilford .____. ._____ ...__. _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _.__ ___. _ _ _ _  ___. - 1,500 
7 traps in Branford ..._ .___ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  .____. ._.._. _ _ _ _  _.__ _____. 6,500 
3 traps in East I-Iaven. _ _ _  . - _. . - - ___. - ___. __. - ___. . _ _  _ _  ._ 1,800 

Total shore fisherice. .__ ._ _... _ _  .__ ._ ___. ._ - _.. _ _ _  .__ - - ___.__ 141,300 

Total oatoh of shad in the Statio- _._. _ _ _ _  .__.._.__- --_-.. - - _ _  -.-_ 269,400 

This year's catch in the Thalnes is about double that of 1SS4, aiid has 
been gradually increasing for nine years, while in  the Qninepiec the 
catch is only about one-half a8 great BH in 1854. In the Bar~iiington 
River, a branch of the Connecticut, there mere taken in hauling-seiues 
3,400 shad, which +re included in the report on tho Connecticut, 

The fishermen on all the rivers of the State report that the pollution 
of streams by factories and sewerage is yearly destroying groat quan- 
tities of young fish of all kinds, especidly shad. One net owner on the 
Eousatonic says that he has seen 4' a ton of young shad a t  o m  t ime float- 
ing down the river." It is tho opinion of dioro fishermen that the con- 

__I_- 

* For catch in 18% ROO Fish Caniniiwion 13nllet8in for 1886, pago 207. 
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strqction of jetties and breakwaters chen ges the movements of the ebad. 
The breakwater at the entrance of New Haven Harbor has so changed 
the courw of the fresh water from the Quinepiac River that it now 
near3y a11 flows east, along the Brauford shore, the result of which is 
thought to be a greater catch of shad in that vicinity. For imtance, 
the first pound eastward caught 3,500 shad the past season, the average 
yearly catch before the building of the breakwater never having ex- 
ceeded 500. The construction of jetties at the mouth of the Connecti- 
cut River causes a distribution of fresh water farther to the westward, 
and therefore a marked increase in the catch of shad in Clinton and 
Madison. - Shad fishing in the Connecticut River commenceQ about April 20, 
somewhat later than usual, and from that time until May 25 was re- 
markably good and the Rhad very large. After that date until the close 
of the season there was a marked falling off. It wa0 thought t h a t  this 
was caused by the unusually small supply of fresh water in the rivers for 
that season of the year. The first shad was caught in a gill-net in the 
Connecticut River, 4 miles fro,m its mouth, on April 18, the temperature 
of the water that day being 480 Falir. The same day two shad mere 
caught in a pound G miles west of the mouth of the river. As is usut~,lly 
the case, no shad were caught directly at the mouth of the river till six 
dayslater. The heaviest run of the senson was on Nay 11 and 12. 
The highest number caught in one pound was 1,500 at one hard. 

The contract price for the season was 20 cents apiece, delivered a t  
the shipping points. The following are the dailyprices per shad a t  the 
mouth of the Connecticut River for those not sold by contract: " 

May 2-5 .................................. 
May 1218. ............................... 
Yajr18-20 ................................ 
Ma; 20-26. ............................... 
Ma> 20diino 1. .  ......................... 
June 1-20 ................................ 

May 6-12.. ............................... 

Date. I Price. I /  Date. I price. 

$0 26 
YO 
20 
15 
10 
15 
26 

I-ll I- 

Yoar. 
- 

1880.. ................................... 
1882. .................................... 
1888 ..................................... 
1881. .................................... 

April 18. .................................. 
April 21.. ................................. 
April 22.. ................................. 
Aprjl23-27.. .............................. 
April 19-21. ............................... 

Ap1?127-?O ................................ 
A nl 29-May 1. ~. - - - -. . -. -. ~ - -. . ~ ~. . - -. 
&y 1. .................................... 

Catch. Yoar. Catch. 

ZOO, 000 1884. ................................... 160,100 

272, 900 
361, 070 1886 .................................... ioo,i~oo 
177,308 Avorege ......................... 235,803 

$5 00 
1 00 
80 
70 
GO 
30 
25 
30 

From May 1s to June 1 fern could be sold onaccount of thedull  
market, and they had to be salted. 

There is only one section in the State from which a regular report of 
the shad catch has been made during t h e  past six years, and it is within 
these limits that the greaterproportion of $he shad of the State is talcen. 
The catch for this section is as €allows: 
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Year. 

1860 ...................... 
1857 ...................... 
1858. ..................... 
1800.. .................... 
1861 ...................... 
1862. ..................... 
1803 ...................... 
1864 ...................... 
1865 ...................... 
1806 ...................... 

1859 ...................... 

The section covered by the above tablo exteuds from Deep River, 
situated on the Couneaticut Biver, 10 miles from its' mouth, to Madison, 
18 miles westward on Long Island Sound. 

The following table shows the annual number of shad talzeii during a 
period of thirty years by a single pound.net located about G miles west 
of the mouth of the Connecticut River, near Westbrook, a t  a station 
called Money Point, the location of the net being the sanie each year : 

- 
Shad. Poor. Shad. Ponr. shad. - ._ 

8,043 1807 ................... 12 600 1878 ..................... 4,580 
5,183 1868 .................. GI: 000 1870.. ................... 18.176 
6.111 1860 ................... 11,000 1880. .................... 13, :7.i 

6,000 1871 ................... 13,5U8 1888.. ................... 8, ti I7 
0,100 1872 ................... 8,271 1883 ..................... 6,%10 
6,863 1873 ................... 7,343 1884.. ................. 7.200 
10,730 1874 ................... 0,200 1885.. ................... 7, h88 

81410 1876 ................... 11,041 Total ............... 291,297 
l0:504 1877 ................... 30,465 ATerngo ........... Q,7lO 

a, 000 1870 ................... io, 558 1881 ..................... io, sun 

12 205 1876 ................... 20,037 -- 
_ ~ _ _ _  

109.--REPORT ON EXAMINATION O F  t J b U P S O I D B  H B O M  U A R P  
PONDS.  

B y  TARLETON H. BEAN, 

Cupator, Dapartrnmt of Pialwa. 

I have today re-examined the Clupeoids which wore sent over in 
Iarge numbers from the carp ponds in November autl December, ISSEi, 
and desire to present herewith a brief report upon them. 

Most of the fishes received on the 28th of Novcrnbor wer6 glut ale- 
wives, Clupea mstivalis. I selected out of the lot 3 Bpecimens, catalogue 
NO. 37380, and 43 specimens, XO. 37331. These examples range from 
5 to G inches in length. There was 0110 specimen of the branch alewife, 
Clupea vernalis, 4$ inches long, NO. 37379. Tliere WOYO also S shad, 
Olupea sqidissirna, varying from 4 to G iuches in length, No. 37378. 
only two of these shad were of tho shorter length. 

We dici not preserve all of the fifilies sent over, but the staterneut 
already made will show that the great 11la8s of tbem wero glut alewives 
asd that the peraoutitga of shad was amall, 




