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134.--YOME OB TXIE IFISBENISS O F  WESTERN BLORIDA. 
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B y  SILAS STEARNS. 

With its extensive sea and gulf coast and its great interior water 
supply, Florida has an abundance of food.fishes, easily 8ccessibk to 
nearlx ever1 portion of the Statc. For a long time the fishiug in Florida 
waters mas done by the farmers and settlers for hoqo consumption, 
while with the growth of tlie larger towns local fishing industries arose 
simply to supply the immediate neighborhoods, and a small traffic with 
Cuba gr:idu:tlly sprung up. The most important fifilierics of Florida, 
however, ape but ten or fifteen yeass old.% 

Slatistics of pcraonu eiiiplo!jed, appavatus and capilal, and products of tl10 Plorida fwh- 
cries in 1880 and 1884. 

' 1 1880. I , 1884.* 
I- I 

The mullet jifishcrg.-Thc mullet occurs everywhere about; the coast, 
&nil for a large part of the year is the most nbuiidali t and uasily secured 
of the fishes. In season it is an excellent food-fish, ranging in weight 

"For the sponge, rod mapper, and groupor fisheries, soo 17. C. Report for 1885, p. 
217. 
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from 1 to 5 pounds. It is most extensively pursued during the fall 
months, when it is schooling, mines being run around t h e  schools and 
great quantities often taken. 

Stations are selected a t  the most favorable points along tho coast, 
where crewsof fishermen are employed for several months. The greater 
part of their cqtch is salted, and a considorablo quantity is sent in ice 
to the nearest railroad connection, whence the fish we shipped to the 
iuterior. The mullet is rather better in a salted condition than most 
Southern fishes, and hpproaches the mackerel in excellence. 

The most valuable stations, which are on tho southwest coast 8outli 
of Tampa Bay, are worked to supply the demand for salt mullet in Ha- 
vana. North of Tampa Bay, on either side of the peninsula, the catch 
is sold to the nearer markets in Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. While 
tho fishing is going on the stations are visited by many customers from 
the country, wlio ,travel with ox-carts and are prepared to carry their 
purchases home with them. The .roes of the mullet are alwa,ys saved, 
a,nd prepared for sale by being lightly salted and then dried. 

Almost every coast settler in Florida has a cast-net with which to 
supply his tablo with mullet. During tho first four months of the year 
there is one sfiecies of mullet in good condition, and about the timu this 
has become poor another species has become edible and continues good 
until December, so that an almost constant supply of good mullets is 
easily available. 

Y’hepontpuno and other Jis7~eri~s~-l’ompanos are caught in sm all schools 
in shoal mater along the sea beaches, where it feeds upon sliell.fish. 
During seasons when they are scarce they bring very high prices, the 
fishermen soinetimes getting $1 apiece for tliem, while when abundant 
they sell for 5 or G cents apiece. They average 3 & pounds in weight, oc- 
casional specimens reaching up to 6 pounds. Another species of pom- 
11an0, of inferior edible qualities, sometimes grows to a weight of 20 
pounds. 

Spanish mackerel are taken in seines and gill-nets, as it occasioually 
comes into shoal water within their reach. It is readily sold for a good 
price during the period of its “run,” and would appear in market much 

5 loDger if there was some economical way to capture it in deep water, 
where it occurs in abundance for several months. 

Eluefish are taken with the Spanish mackerel, though not so salable 
as this species or the pompano, as the bliiefish do not endure handling 
or transportation so well as these. It is very abundant at times. When 
inclosed in large numbers in nets it is very destructive to  the twine, and 
is therefore shunned by the fishermen when other fish can be taken. 

Sea trout, redfish (or channel bags), and sheepshead are t a ‘k en on 
grassy bottoms mainly in the bays ant  lagoons. Trout and sheepshead 
sell for about tho same price a8 bluefish, but comparatively few aro 
handled by shippers. The redfish are moro abundant, but are consid- 
ered inferior in quality and are not utilized to any great extent. 
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The shad jishery.-The river fisheries of commercial. importance are 
confined to the Saint John’s River, where shad are taken by gill-nets in 
considerable numbors. Tho season for shad being earlier here than at 
other points on the Atlantic coast the catch is sometimes very profit- 
able to tho fishermen, and many men look to this fishery for support. 
During the last few years, however, the catch has boon small, and the 
supply seems to be somewhat exhausted. 

The oystcr$s?wy.-There is a largo supply of good oysters, it being 
estimated that there are more than 12,SOO acres of edible oysters in the 
waters of Florida. They occur in natural beds in the salt and brackish 

I waters of tho bays of the northern parts of the State, on the east and 
the west coasts. Along the shores of the southern part of the peninsula 
are largo reefs of a small oyster known as ‘‘ coon oyster” or (( tree oys- 
ter,” the latter name referring to their growing upon the tidc-washed 
roots of the mangrove. These oysters are 60 small.that they have no 
commercial value. Tho only method of gathering oysters in Florida is 
by using tho ordinary oyster-tongs. Appalachicola has recently been 
doing a thriving business in canning the excellent oysters of that vicin- 
ity. Most of tho fresh oysters of Blorida are consumed locally. 

PZNSAUOLA, BLA., October 15,1886. 

135.-NOTES ON FllE IlISTORY OF PlZEPARING BISlE mOlC MAlCICET 
B Y  BBEEZING. 

B y  A. IIOWARD CLARK. 

For very many years in Eussia and in other cold countries fish and 
meats have been frozen for market by exposure in the open air or by 
freezing them m masse in ice. In Thibet as early as l 8 O G  the flesh of 
animals was preserved frost-dried-not frozen-and in that condition 
mould keep, without salt, for several months. 

In  the United States ice was first used for tho preservation of fish 
about the year 1842, and in 1845 fishing-vessels bogan to take ice to 
preserve their catch. At  first they were careful to keep the ice separate 
from the fish, piling it in ;L corner of the hold, but th6y soon began pack- 
ing the fish in broken ice. The inland trade in fresh fish had, up to that 
time, becn very limited, but soon increased, and it was not many years 
before boxes of fish packed in ice were shipped far inland. 

The trade in fiBh frozen by artificial meane began about tho’ year 1SG1, 
when Enoch Piper, of Camden, Me., obtained a patent (No. 31736) for 
a method of preserving fish or other articles in a close chamber by means 
of a freezing mixture having no contact with the atmosphere of tho 
preserving chamber. The .patent was issued in March, 18G1. Mr. 
Piper states that the most important application of his invention is for 
the preservation of sa,Imon, which had heretofore been preserved in a 
fresh state only by being packed in barrols witli crushed ice, which on 




