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~~O.-DEAD m s i r  ON TIIE COAST ow RHODE ISLAND. 

By HERBERT M. ILNOWLES. 

[From D lettcr to Prof. 8. 2’. I3eird.I 

About the 1st of July hundreds of barrels of small dead fish were 
driven ashore about 12 iniles west of Point Judith. The papers described 
them as small herring. Similar plienomexia are reported from the coast 
of North Oarolina. For the last three weeke imnlense schools of these 
fish have been near tlie shores of Point Judith. They are about three 
inches long am1 resemble small hiclrory shxcl. I liave seexi them so 
thick in the mater, which waa about 1(j feet (loop, tliet the fish on top 
had to swim on their sitle8, being literally forced into that position by 
the mass below. 

Tlie point I wish to call attention to is this, that while these fish have 
been round these shores some little time, no dead ones were seen until 
tlie morning after a thunder-storm, the first to occur while the fish were 
here. Our old fishermen believe that thunder mill sometimes kill fish, 
but 1 have hitherto regarded that as one of their many superstitions. 
During the last two weeks I have caught over a ton of bluefish, and 
upon exmiination I find that they are not particularly fond oftlie bait, 
as their “pokes” contained squid and whiting. The thunder-storm 
occurred at 1 a. m. 011 tlie 8th instant, arid a t  suurisc large quantities 
of the bait were dead, large mindrows of them cast upon tho shore for 
an eighth of a mile distant, nncl tho bottom all white mitli them in fif- 
teen fcet of water. 

I inclose clippiuge front two papers. The oily scum referred to in the 
second was not seen a t  Point Judith until after the dead fish, and it 
iii;iy be t h a t  i t  was caused by the deconipositioii of‘ the fish 
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CIXAELESTOWN, I?,. l.-Aii imniouse quantity of dead fish wero swept 
by the tide into Charlestown reach on June 18. The fish are stranger8 
to this locality, no one kuowing what they are. They arc about two 
inches long, and are of the herring species. The channel connecting 
Charleatown Poiid with the sea was literally liued with them. .It is 
estimated that there were from 200 to‘ 400 cartloads of the fish swept in, 
and the beach was also lined with them. Large quantities of them have 
beeu secured by the fxmers Sor nianure. They aro fast decomposing. 
and the fitericli froin tlieiii is almost unbearable. Where they mine 
from aud wliat IiiIlctI thein remains a mystery. [Piom tIie Proriclcxics 
Journal, Providence, 1%. T., .June 23, lS8G. I 

AN OILY PRENOMEP~’ON.-T~~ people in the vicinity of Raleigh, N. 
C., are perplexed over a phenomenon that is observed along tlie south- 
e ~ ~ t e r q  capet of the State, hrr oily scum ou tho water exteuda for sov- 
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oral milea out to sea, and affects tho rivers for a long distance inland, 
making the surface smooth and calm. Fish are dying br thousands 
aud floatiiig like chips on the surface of the water. It is supposed 
that they are poisoned by this oily scum, but whence the destroyer 
Conie8 nobody knows. A suggestion that a ship loaded with oil may 
htce foundered iu  tlic vicinity is scouted, because from Lockwood’B 
h l l y  all the way to Little Iiiver the scum is found, and the coast is 
strewn with the dead fish all the way. I n  the salt water about Shallotte 
Biver and Tubb’s Iulet, are irnmerise quautities of‘ dead fish of every kind, 
and it is feared that there are no live fish left i n  Shallotto Biver or with. 
in 10 miles of its month.  he water appears to have become as oil, arld 
the wind semis to niake 110 impression on it. [From tlio Narragansett 
B~rnld,  Narragansett Pier, 1%. I., July 3, 1SS6.1 

By J. E’. PXARPRIONJD- 

[l%mm a lotter to Prof. S. F. Bsird.] 

1 have becn engaged in the fishingbusiness (making oil from herring 
and dogiish, and salting and smoking selnion and herring) on Puget 
SotwcI for the last seventeen years, and ani well acquainted with the 
c1iff’ercnt species of fish caught on tho sound, aiid in the Strait of Juan 

From lSG9 to 1877 it was not, an uncoinmon occurrcncu Sor us to catch 
from 200 t o  300 barrels of herring in a night, brit since IS77 they have 
beon growing less in number, until now tlie largest night’s work is 
about 20 barrels. This i s  a great falling off’, and it is much thc same 
Way with all other fish ou the sound. Previous to lSG9 there had been 
a &Yeat business dorig in catching codfish and winter salmon on the 
sanx3 fishing ground where we catch herring. The cod were dried and 
the salmon pickled ancz slljpped to San Francisco, but at  the tima Of 

comink (in 1869) these two varieties were almost extinct. For then, 
in  an entire season of three and one-half months a t  tho most, we caught 
Or 5 cod lvith our herring, and it is tho same now. This is winter 

fishing, from the mi(1dle of November to the 1st of March. 
If me then caught 3 or 4 barrels of salmon, that n7as considered B 

€Pod catch, and now 30 or 40 salmon is the best We can do. Tve havo 
a species of salmon averaging about 7 pounds, which come every year 
in  September and run until October, a space of about six weelrsj bfit 
t h y  are also becoming scarce, although there is still quite a business 
~10110 wit11 them. Then tliere is another species called by white pe~pIo 
tho humpbac~r sa1n1011, on account of their getting a largo hump on tho 
male salmori’s back about the time tlicy are ready to spawn. Tho In-  
c h n s  call them hadclo salmou. 

There i R  ~ I S Q  the dogfish, which wo catch for tho oil contained in its 

Fucn. 




