
200 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION. 

4i3.-NEW E N G L A N D  E’I[SElEIRIEB EN JUNE, 1S€?G. 

EpY A. WlECOX. 

During this month about the s:!rne number of vessels have been eu- 
gaged in  the fisheries as i n  Junc, 1SS6. Owing to  the scarcity of maelc- 
erel, inore vessels have followed cod and otlicr ground fishing, and not 
SO ni i~iy have ~ ~ i g i ~ g e d  in catching maclrerel. 

Tlie receipts at Gloucester, wliich may be talien as a basis for the 
catch by the elitire New It;ngland fleet, show a largo falling off‘ Doin the 
corresponding month of’ last year. Codfish show a decrease of 3,1G1,200 
pounds. Receipts from all the fisliing banks show a loss, but mostly 
from George’s aut1 ISro~~ti’s. 

Halibut hare been very scxrce on tlie Grand Banks, also on Western 
Bank, vessels having retnrned with less than halffarefi. I n  the deep 
water between Georgo7s anti 13romn7s fish have been abnncleut, and 
good fares were secured, at times arriving in such abunclance as to over- 
stock the market, prices dropping as low as 3 cents a pound. The ag- 
gregate receipts of hi l l ib~t  vary but little from those of June, 1SS5. 
The vessels that went to Iceland for halibut have all bcon reportoil as 
arriving 011 the fisliing grounds, antl. the prospect was favorable for their 
securing full f:ires. Schooner Mist WAS nineteen clayN on tho way from 
Glouccster to I ~ e l i ~ n d ,  aud the schooner Mystery was oiily fifteen days. 
‘I’ho past winter WRS spolten of by the &natives ax very severe. 

Weirs rilong tlic New Englaucl coast 11:~ve hail & light and unprofit- 
able ‘catc~i of numerous varieties, consisting of herring, squid, niac11ere1, 
and grouric’l fidi j cnongh to siipply all demands for b i t ,  with only a 
sinal1 :~inount for t ho  niarket. At Monomoy Point, south of Cape Cod, 
the weirs were tztlten up the first of‘ the month, the catcli having bwn 
the smallest for years, which is thought t o  have been caused by the 
poilution o f the  water by it guano factory mar by. 

Mac1;crel have not becn seen in any abundance since early in tlie 
spring. The ilect linrc constantly sailcd’ a11 over the usual fisliing 
grounds fkotn Long Island Sound to the Bay of Pundy, Nova Scotia 
shore: and Gulf of Saint Lawmice, without finding any body of ma&- 
crel. The first mackerel reported caught at Olialeurs Bay were taken 
in traps 011 J~itic 9, ilnd I’CW barrelx wcrc t : h n  oil’ Prince J1:dward 
Island on Jnue 14. The total amount of SiLlt ~nackercl l ~ t l e t i  during 
i l ie iuonth by the entire New England fleet was 2,445 b:Lrrels, agtinst, 
G,G% barrels in Junc, ISST,, and W i I S  c:iugllt mostly in the viciuity of 
Itoscw 04‘ 33 an IC * 

On June 20 bonitos were seen in large quantities 50 inilcs ,south of 
JSloclc Island. On the same dote mliite water was, for the first time in 
several years, seen on Middlo Ganlr. Squid have becw very plcntitiil 
on t h ?  fisliing banks as well as closa in shore. 
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Position. 

Menhaden hayo beell scarce. The fleet engaged in their catch often 
cruised for a wcdr or ~uore  without seeing any fish. A fern scattosing 
fish talien from the veirs are all the menhaden seen north of Cape 
Cod. 

Whales hare been numerous off the New England coast. Three 
ste:imcrs are engagcd in taking them, being quite successful, altliough 
inany that are bliot ant1 siiik in deep mater arc not recovered. 

S1i:itl wore schooling the last of the month in unusual abuntlnnce off 
Scguin and Small Point, Maine. Five Iiundred barrels were tnlxxi ill 
purse-seines by the mackerel vessels and 200 barrels b y  sinaller vessels 
that fished tiem shoro. The shad were of good size alld quality, OIIC- 

tliircl No. 1 balaiicc niess, and sold at  Portland for $43 nucl $8 a bzwrel. 
On Jmie 0 tlie new sclioolier Grampiis, of  the U. 5. Fish Goinmission 

fleet, arrived at Gloucester. This ressel, designed by and built under 
the personal snpervisioii of her commander, Capt. J. W, Collins, is of 
interest a s  a departure from the prevailing and almost universal style 
of a New England fisliiag vessel. she is S3-P0+$ tonnage, and by experts 
is proiioauced not only a fine.looking vessel but one that from her in- 
creaecd depth and model gives promise o f  uiuch greater safet-y in rougli 
mxther, while a t  the sanie tin10 she is expected to be a fast sailer. 
The Grampus is admirably fittc(1 up for the practical and scientific 
work for which slie is intended. 

Tho Gloucester fishingfleet enrolIed and p d e r  license on tho last 
day of Juue mas : Under 20 tolls each, 54 sail, with a tonnnge of 609.25; 
OPer 20 tons each, 384 s;Iil, with ;I tonnage of 2G,445.71; niakiIig tho 
totRl torinage of' tho fleet 27,057.96. 

The demand €or all kinds of fish, both domestic and foreign, has con- 
tinued depressed and far below the average. Althongh the receipts 
&OW A large decrease froti; tliose o f  one year ago, the warlict has a t  all 
times been well and amply supplied a t  prices lower than for ~ : I W  rears. 
The extreme lorn prices (10 not seein to stimu1:Ltc an increased consuw- 
tion. 

The €ollowjng is tho position oftlie New England fishing fleet duri% 
the last week of Julie : 

Object. No. of sail. 

176 
40 
80 

230 
250 
800 

. 8  
-c 
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Georgo's Bank.. ............................ 
Brown's Bank. .............................. 
Grand Banks.. .............................. 
Casho's Bank.. .............................. 
Capo North ................................ 
La Have Unnk .............................. 
Weetern Bnhk .............................. 
Danqncroau ................................. 
Now %gland shore* ........................ 
Mnckorolinpf ............................... 

Total, Julio, 1886.. ..................... 
lotnl, Juno, 1885 ....................... 

Sove Scotia Cape shore. ................... 
Bay of Pundy.. ............................. 

. 
I .  

The British steniiiers Oiirmonn niid Concortlia arrived at Montreal ou 
Julie 21, beiqg the first vessels through the Strait OS Belle lsle this 
season. They report many fields of sinall brolren ice siicl a great 1mm- 
bcr of large icebergs, axtending as far east as 110 miles from tho strait. 

Xeccipls oJ$.dt ai Gluucesla; MUBH., in June, 1886. 

-- 
Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. 

142 2,8XO, 000 342,660 1,000 ._.. * ..-._. ~ 

8 253,000 22,800 ........................ 
20 ........... 057,000 ........................ 
5 105,000 400 42,000 ............. 
1 8,000 .................................... 
1 ............ 35,000 ........................ 
3 125,000 .................................... 

14 1,112,000 30,000 10,000 ............ 
fi 14O,OOO 3,300 45,000 ............ 
1 10,000 18,000 ........................ 

28 380,000 72,000 ............ t414,OOO 
23 ............................................... 

200 6,082,000 1,18C,150 OX, 000 t414,OOO 

399 8,243,200 1,2O4,000 113,800 $212,600 

-_--- ----- 
-____-----__I_. 

Prom- 

* In addition to tho faros aboro statod. 2.000 nonntle of salt haddock were brought in. 
t Of t.liis nmoiint 34 000 pounds were knlt cuik. 
6Yii:lding 2,445 barr'cls of salt mackorcl, tho amount in Juno, 1885, having been 6,620 barruls. 

Of this amount, 103,500 pounds mor0 salt cusk. 

GLOUCESTER, MASS., July 16, lSSG. 

04.-EEPORT UPON TIllt' @HAD AND IPEKZLING F I B P I E R I E W  O F  TliE 
POTQMAC RllVEB F O R  1888. 

B y  GWYNN HAREIS. 

Nuniber of shad landod at Washington from March 19, 18dG, to JUIIO 10, 

Number of shad lundcd at Alexandria, V a  _ _  - ___. ._ -. _.-. -. ._ - - -. ._ ___. - 
Nombcr of shad shipped by steanier Sue to Baltimore .................... 
Number of shad shipped by steamer W. W. Corcoran to Baltimore -. . -. -. 
Nymbcr of shad sold on the different ehoree .............................. 

1886, inclusive ........................................................ 180,175 
34,847 
48,000 

E;, GO0 
6, $00 

Total ............................................................. 275,422 -- -- 
Niimber of herriiig landed at Washington from March 13, 1880, to June 10, 

18HG, inclueive ....................................................... 7,315,473 
Number of horring la~lrled at Alexandria, Va ._ .-_. _ _ _ _  ._ - _ _ _  __. . ___. _ _ _ _  3,979,324 
Numbcr of horring shipped by steamer SUS to Baltimore _ _ _ _  _____. _ _ _ _  _ _  - 850,000 
Nurribcr of licrring sold ou the sliores and from trap-nets _ _ _ _  __._ ._.__. . _ _  1,400,000 

'l'otd ............................................................. 13,544,797 




