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?O.-AiWELZEQAN CATPlI?IIL IN TILE T l S O C A D f i R O  AQUARlUlTI OW 
I’ARIY.‘ 

B y  Dr. JQUSSET DE BELLESRIE. 

Tliese fis11,f which nieasnred 12 centimeters [about 4giuches] in length, 
wore in tho beginning, owing to their sinal1 size, placed in one of the 
hmks for young fish in the aquarium, and remained tliere till Norem- 
ber, 1SS5, when t h y  were put in the large basin No. 6. 

They ~vcre a t  first fed with raw nicat; but as they dit1 not seem to 
take very \rc)ll to this kind of food, they were fed 011 raw fish chopped 
line, which they appeared to liko. As soou as they were tr:insfurred to 
the  lwge basin they were fed on live fish. 

The only water a t  the disposal of tho aquarium is that which comes 
from tlie Vanne, whose temperature is 160 0. [ 6 P  Fahr.] in August 
and 90 C. [45.20 Pahr.] in December. It is hardly probable that this 
tenil)crutnro is sufficiently high for the reproduction of the catfish. At 
nnr  rate, tliosc which we liavo in our aquariuni,no mattor to what 
wriety they beloug, hare iiever spawnecl. 

When the  Amcrican catfish were transferred to basiii No. G they 
\vere all d i r e  aiid well, although they had not grown perceptibly. Since 
that tiiiie nono of them have died, as far a s  we have heeii able to observe, 
for tliese fish 1i:~vc i~ habit of keeping in their holes and never coming 
out during the day, so thst  they are hardly evcr seen. I n  basin No. 1 
we had sotuo of considerable sizc, and in order to assure ourselves of 
tlieir existence i t  bkcame necessary to empty the basin and carefully 
searell for tliem at  the bottom in the cracks between the rooks. Ereii 
tlieu mu did riot nlways succeed in findi~ig tliem. 1 have therefore re:&- 
son t o  beliew that the seven catfish which the Acclimatization Society 
1 1 0 ~  giveii us aru  still iu existence, and the first time the besill is 
emptied I will search for them again in order to make sure of it. 

1 should state that the Trocntl6ro aquarium is by no means adaptpd 
to researches of this Bind. The iinpossibility of varxixlg the tcmpera. 
turc of the large mass of water which feeds it prcvents US from success- 
fullj~ reproducing auy other fish but salmonoids. Moreover, our basins 
aro too largo for st.n;~11 fish, which easily escape obsorratiou. 
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