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*v-TlIE RTRXIPED BARS OR R O C K P Z ~ I E  INDUWTICP OF R O A N O K E  
1WbAND. NORTIE CAROLINA,  AND VICENITY. 

BY S .  G.  WORTH, 

Field superintendent. 

Large quantities of striped bass are caught here, the industry being 
Perhaps the largest anywhere to be found. I arrived on the island, at 
xanteo, the last week in December, when operations had been termi- 
naked, but upon inquiry of many persons, nearly a11 inhabitants being 
fishermen, I obtained a fair outline of tho industry from its origia. The 
fishery is of recent establishment, having been put on foot in  tho year 
l873. Little else is captured other than the rockfish, and nearly the 
entire product finds its way in ice to the Northern cities, via Canal to 
Norfolic.  he establishment and continuance of the pursuit accounts 

for the decrease or disappearance of the species a t  the fisheries 
higher up on the Albemnrle Sound, as the Roauolce Island fishermen 
remOVe thousauds of fish from the waters aach fall season upon their 
@utrance into the fresh-water sounds from the sea in search of food. 
About Roanolze I&mci, in the spring time, the shad fishery pro(1ucc.s 
about 500,000 shad, valued st $110,000, and the fall 6crocking” is con- 
aidered by the fishermen to be equal to two-thirds of the value of the 
shad catch, or about that. 

A t  Roanoke Island, and iininediately aronnd there in the Pamlico, 
(hatan, aiid Albernarle Sounds, froin Septomber 6 to Decembor 26, 
there are operatec~ 1 seine, o purse seines, 85 dragnets, aud 17 ~ o u u ( ~ -  
nets or traps in capturing rockfish. 
’ In the Albemarle Sound, near Alligator River (mouth), 21 pounds or 

a t  Duraut’s Island, 6 pounds; iu Alligator River, 13 pouuds; and 
near Edenton Bay and ‘Rockyhocl: Ureek, 7 pounds. In Pasqnota111c 
River, 3 pouucis; a total of 9 purse seines, 1 lim1 seine, 26 drag-nets, 
and 6G pounds or traps. Besides, there is considerable t$ine used in 
gill-neh to capture this species iii Alligator ltiver in fall and wiIltOr. 

Netting employed. - 
Dovlco. Siao of rncsli (strotchod). 
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Boat8 employed. 

Devices or nets. Boats. I No. 

Haul-seino .................................. ...................................... 
of 9 to 10 tons ....... Purse.seincs. 

Drarr.nota ................................... 25 ...... do .................................... 
................................ ................................ 

1-1 I-- - 

2 
9 

18 
25 

Haul.mino.. ................. 
Purse.nuta. .................. 

Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do. .................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 

Drapnets .................... 
Pound -nets...... ............. 

Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 

Oill.net8. .................................... ...... do .................................... G 
Pound-net$. ................................. .................................... 22 

Total .................................. ............................................ 81 l- 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

25 
17 

3 
2 

1 : 

Value of ou@t (a8 found) .  

Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do ..................... 
Do .................... 

1 haul-seine, boats and not comp1et)e (estimated) ........................................... $1,300.00 
9 purso-seines, boatr and net complete.. ................................................... 10,800.00 

26 drag-nets, boat8 and net complete ........................................................ 3,125.00 
00 pound-nets boats and net complete ...................................................... 13,000.00 
5 crops gill-Lets, boats and net complete (estimated). ...................................... 875.00 

Total  ............................................................................... 29. roo. 00 
-- 

3 
4 
3 
B 
5 
8 
7 
3 

Person8 enqdoyod. 
Men. 

1 seine (estimated). ............................................................................. 12 
Q purse-seines ................................................................................... 63 

25drug-nets ...................................................................................... 75 
6Gpoundsortraps ............................................................................... 60 

6 crops gill-nets ................................................................................. 1% - 
Total ....................................................................................... 312 

Tho chief part of the catch is taken in Croatari and lower Albemarle 
Sound, near Roanoke Islentl. 

Device. /Eo. OWIKW’R name. Locality. 
7-- - __- __ 

T. M. Wulltei. ................ 
W. 13. Alexander.. ....... , .... 
Geo. C. Daniels ............... 
7’. W. Uuniola & Bro _ _ _ .  .___._ 
~ p e n c e r  Ijanieln ............ ..I ............................... ............................... 
I k o  IIr:t,trick ................. 
Hook Swain .................. 
Moot Sinitli ................... 
Joe  M. I’ledger .............. 
Wash. Bland.. ............... 
S. S. Barnett & Sons . _ _ _ _ _  .__. 
Hnrrieon IInyinrin .__ - -. _ _ _  - -. 
Sprriill & Woodley. .......... 
............................... ............................... .............................. .......................... - - . I  

Crontnn Sound. 

Croatrin Sound. 

Alligator River. 
Iloanoke Sound. 

Vicinity Ronnolte Ialaiirl. 

In  and near Alligntor Wvcr. 
Near Alligatoi Rircr. 

( 1 )  
( 1 )  

Do. 
Do. 

D O .  
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
DO. 
Do. 

At, Diirnnt’R Tdnnd. 
A t  Pryin!: I’au, Alligator River. 
AtNew])ortNcmn, Alligator River. 
Til niid IIRIU’ Rrlc.nton Buy. 
l’nsl~llolnulc xirer .  
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ANNUAL CATCTI. 

Daring 1586, which was an average year, the catch at  Rcanoke Island 
was about as follows (in boxes of 200 pounds each) : 
1 haiil-seine (ostimatod) .................................................... $0 

25 drag-nets ............................................................... *SO0 
17 pound-ncte ............................................................... t510 

Total ................................................................. 1,820 
Or 31i4,OOO pouuds fish of' all kind8.t. 

Of the 1,530 boxes, 1,39X were rock, equal to 279,600 poimls, or 
186,400 fish (of l g  pounds weight each). Above ltoaiioke Islarid and 
to be added, there were caught (ostimated) as follows (in boxes of 2oO 
ponrids each) : 
49 porind-net8 caught.. ~ -. . ____. .___ .____. . _ _  - - -. ___. ._ - __. . __. .__. ._ . - - - -. 400 _ _ _ _  _ _  ..:. _ _  -. _ _  _ _  -. ___. _ _  _. ___. _ _  -. - __. -. . _ _  - 200 

Total ................................................................... 690 

Of the 690 boxes, about 500 were rockfish, represell tiiig 100,000 

The tbggregate catch, therefore, based upon careful estimates, wa8 

1 purse-net (George C. Daniels) .___ ___. _ _ _ _  ___. _ _ _ _  ___. __._ .___ _ _  - _ _ _ _ _ _  ___. 
8 (otlicr) purse-uets .____. ._.__. _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  .____. .____. .__ __. _ _  ..___. ___. .__ __. 

170 
600 

- 

5 btnnds gill-uets caught _ _  _ _  - 

ponntls, or 68,000 fish. I 

253,000 fish of 380,000 pounds weight. 

CONDlTION OF FISIIERT. 

In 1857 this fishery experienced a failure, the second failure sitice its 
establishment fifteen p n r s  before. The catch of' 1SS7 :Lbont ltoaiioke 
I~laud mas as follows (17 poiinds betmeen Xonnoke M R ~ S ~ I O S  axid lcoan- 
oke Islmd, Old Dominion Wharf): 

-- ___- 
Caught by- 1 Pounds. 1 Boxcs. 

L Ciidwith ...................................................................... 
Borbcu.. .......................................................................... 
nniirrr Ih-os. ....................................................................... 
~ollicrrs C. Bniim.. ............. , ................................................. 
Meokinu .......................................................................... 
Davis nroa. ....................................................................... 
R. S. Midgott ..................................................................... - 

Total ....................................................................... 

. One-half of these, or 175 boxes, mere rock, and represent 23,333 fish, 
or 35,000 pounds, a decrease, compared with 1556, of 33 per cent. The 
catch of the purse and drag nets was very much poorer tlinn that of 
the traps, and their catch being about equivalent to or less than board 
of men, the fiiiluro was very decided. Oue purse-uet crew were far be- 
hint! on boartl, a n ~ ~  several firms siiipped loss thnii one-tenth the usual - -______I 

* Two-thirds rockfish. 
i Other kinds am food-fish ; uo guano works. 

t One-half rookfish. 
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number of boxes. I n  1SSG George C. Daniels’s purse.net yielded 
34,000 pouritls of fish, and in 1887 only 1,000 pouuds. 

CAUSE OF FAILURE O F  SEASON. 

Though nearly all engagbd lost their work for two mouths, and some 
money besides, every one, without exception, declared that tliere was 
no cteorease in the run of fish, but a mere abserice of c i  top bait 77 or young 
menhaden. The rock were feeding on ‘‘ bottom bait,” croakers, spots, 
youug trout, etc., coutrtry to custom, and fishermen were uuable to lo- 
cate t h e  schools so as to lay nets a;ound them. In 1856, and other reg- 
ular seasotis, a dozen scliools could often be sighted at  one time, but the 
“sl i~ks” or ‘< signs” in 1887 were very infrequent aucl were generally 
deceptive, as they came from the hottoui arid appeared on the surftee 
a t  long distalices from the true bource. l u  support of argument they 
stated that whenever it was calm or smooth enough to fish outside, 
near the ocean inlets, drag-nets caught an  abundance, proving that 
there was no decrease i n  the species, but for i~isitle work there was 110 
guide, gulls and slicks being alike nureliable. In the spring season of 
1587 a very large number were caught in the IIettriclr pouricls near 
Pear Tree ljoint (above), arid i i i  May of the s;~~iie season L. It.  Tillet 
caught outside the inlets, with 50 fatlioiiis of seine, at 0110 haul, 4,000 
pouiids of 5 to GO pouuds weight eacli. 

I could find no fishermen, among 20 consulted, who woiilil admit that 
t h v  species was at all on the decrease, a11 maii~tainiirg with a, iiniforinity 
t h a t  strcrigthened their statciwerrrs that  the [ish were jnst as plenty 
I I O W  as fifteen years ago, iiot~itlist~iitliiig that the iislicry rcacliecl 
present proportions within tltree years of its establishnieiit, mid lias 
been steadily kept u p  to its present volnnie. Two, Messrs. Godwin and 
B6heritlge, clairned that it would be a benefit if they could exhaust the 
stock, as the sliad and hcrriilg fishery woiild be greatly enhanced. They 
a i i d  all others admitted that the  rock fish frequented these waters for tho 
sole purpose of eating’the millioiis of sinall fry wliiclt were collecting in 
the lower souiid~ prior to leaving fresh water for the sea. They spolre 
of the rock as a ( 6  popping” or ‘‘ sIiilpping ” species. 

There is no doubt that a smaller number of the species is caught by 
the  shad and herring fisliermen in the spriug time on the Albeniarle 
and other waters above, as my 1887 diad stibtistical reporh S ~ ~ O W S .  
There seems really to be 110 diiairiutio~.~ bot rather a transfer of the catch 
from the upper area in the spring nloIItlJS to  the lower in the fall 
mouths. The only objectionable feature in the  transfer, in a comnier- 
cial way, RO fiw as could be learned in a rather brief examination, is the 
lower price realized for the fish caught in autumn, If  auy cousiderable 
nuiiiber of unmarlrehable fish are caught a t  Roanoke Islaud and de-  
stroyed or wasted, I w a s  unable to learn anything of it by IIUIUB~OUS 

iiiqairies. Great improvement is goiug 011 aniong the people of ltoanol~3 
Island, and thia industry has doubtless been a contributor of some im- 
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portance. Thej  have excellent shipping facilities, and ice is used lib- 
erally in prcq)ariug the staudard (200-pound boxes) for market, in New 
York, Philadelplia, and Baltimore. 

Mr. S. 0. Bauin, who is regarded as one of their best citizens and 
fishernien, illformed me that  he had many times weighed tho fish pur- 
posely to ascertain the average weight, and that lie liad fouud tlioin to 
average, all througli, 14 I)ouitds. While lie was spettkiiig of the peti t  
bulk talien below, I am satisfied, from nty recollectiou, that with t’hose 
talien in the fern mattering pounds near Edonton, the size was not SO 
great as a pouutl : ~ t i i l  a half, but  uearer a pound oacli. I am very sorry 
that I could not reach Roanolre Island till the end of Dcwmber, for the 
fishing was then over and I had not the adv:intage of personal exam- 
ination. Inquiry led to the belief that the eittch about Roanoke Islat~tl 
is iiot aiyected with lice on the gills, as i t  is about Eclenton, where a l l  
specirnens seen by rue were parasitic. In quality I was told that the 
rock were poor in  September, iiuprored in October, and flit i u  Novein- 
ber. I was surprisctl to  learn from Mr. W. B. Alexander of tho s:~ccess 
of the gilling business ii i  Alligator Ever ,  He informed ine that Mr. 
J. R. Cooper hilt1 ,just taken $600 worth in that stroam, tho smaller 
specimens weigliing 50 pounds oach. The nets are 12-inch mesh a,nd 
are nlitde fnst to shnkes, i~nd oatcli throughout the winter mor1 tlts iii 
water 6 to 8 feet deep, 25 niiles,up tho stream. This species of gilling 
liacl been i n  rogue for tliree years. 

The results of iny photogral)bing ou Roanoke Island, as incidental to 
my trip, were very satisfaotory, and comprised the 6‘ building of boats 
there 7’ (very snperior sinal1 crdt) ,  anti also relwesented a very fino 
seine steam-flat, the property of Mrs. Brinkluy. 

WASHINGTON, D. U., June 1888. 

4s.-INFOICITIATION JZICARING KJPON T I I E  A R T I P I O I A L  PROPAGA- 
TION O F  MULLB3To 




