
68 CDr-lMERCIAL FISHERIES R~'V .... : 

FEDERAL 
ACTIONS 

Department of Comme rce 
BUREAU OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE 

Vol. 11 , To . 11 

BRITISH TOKEN IMPORT PLAN ADllINISTRATION PROCEDURES REVISED: he procedure 
governing the administration of the British Token Import Pl n and the role 0 the 
Office of International Trade in this plan have been revised . The Federal ~­
ter of September 13, 1949, contains the new regulat·ons . 

The only item of interest to the fishing and allied indust r ies included in 
the commodities subject to the plan is canned lobster . 

The British Token Import Plan is an arrange~ent with the British Gove rnment 
which permits United States manufacturers, their authorized agents , or other qual­
ified exporters, with established prewar trade connections in Gr eat Britain to 
export to that area token shipments of specified commodities , the importation of 
which the British Government prohibited as a war measure . 

* * * * * 
POSITIVE LIST OF COMMODITIES AMENDED: The Positive List of Co~o ities was 

amended effective August 12, 1949. and the list published in the Federal Regist er 
of September 2, 1949. The list 
includes those commodities which ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.a'~~~ 
require a validated export li­
cense from the Department of 
Commerce for shipment to any 
destination, whether to Country 
Group Rand 0 destinations or 
to Country Group R destinations 
only (country groups for which 
validated licenses must be ob­
tained). No edible fishery 
products appear in this Jist. 

All edible fishery prod­
ucts and other commodities of 
interest to the fishing and 
allied industries not in­
cluded in the Positive List 
of Commodities as amended may 
be exported under the general 
license GRO, which requires 

1'HJO 

only that a shipper's export 
declaration describing the commodity 
the Collector of Customs at the port 
of mailing. 

~·t.Iln w.r.ur-.ct:uNIL 
n~lr1fJ. tarf"ltd. or net tarl'd. (not . 

fl.uah p_uet) ....... .. .. . . ..... 

Silk II'I.nd Jenu(JlLClUret 

Silk"""'MnUl'ictul'es, n. e. '.1 
P'l&blng lin~t '.Jnfinlab.ed ••.••••.••...•.•••• 
Tlahl lno , bra.l~'" ......................... . 

Synthetic 11b. u and "'-anutactu.r .. 
Syn~r:Ule -.r.lilacture • n.. .0 '.1 

Net.. aD1 neltins. fabricated .••.. ... ....... 

Iron and Steel Wenufactu.rea 
'1'1nc;;;n.:-7inished r.D' utJ1nh&~ . .......... . 

Lb. 
L~. 

_ r: \;:: 

!1'It"rr lq 

~L 

l,'l(») 

I, 

I, 
1,00'1 

100 

1.000 R 

or commodities t o be exported be filed with 
of exit or with the Postmaster at the place 
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Food and Drug Administration 
PROPOSED CIU-illGES I N CANNED 3HRII1P 4ND OY.3TER LAB~LnlG ill: ,_UIR":I·~; IT.;): -Ii th 

r eference to the regulations on the inspection and labeling of canned shrlIDp nd 
canned oysters published in codified form in the Feder~l Register of 0 Gmber 10, 
1948, certa in minor changes proposed by the Food and Drug ~~dministr tion w re 
announced in the Feder al Regi ster of October 6, 1949. 

Canned Shrimp: It is proposed to amend paragraphs (a) and (c) of Section 
155.10 and to add a new paragraph, numbered (d), to that section. The chunges 
are indicated by underscoring: 

''155.10 Labeling . (a) Labela on canned shrimp packed and certified 
UDder Seotion 155.0 to 155.13 ~ (instead of shall) bear the mark 
'Production Supervised by U. S. Food and Drug Administration,' ••.• 
Such mark if used shall be plainly and conspicuously displayed •••• 
( c) No commercrar brand or brand na.me appearing on labeling approved 
as authorized UDder paragraph (b) of this section and bearing the 
mark 'Production Supervised Ez!I. ~ rood ~ prugAdministratTOn,' 
and no labeling simulating ••••• " 

The new paragraph (d) merely states that canned shrimp labeling shall be 
used only as authorized, and unauthorized use renders the user liable to certain 
penalties. 

Canned Oysters: I t is proposed to amend paragraphs (a) and (c) of Section 
155.40. The proposed changes are-the same as given above for canned shrimp, ex­
cept 'for par agraph (d) which is alread~T part of the original regulations for can­
ned oysters . 

With-reference to thes~ proposed changes , all interested parties were given 
an' opportunity to submit their views in writing t o the Federal Security Adminis­
t rator, by November 6, 1949 

Interstate Commerce Commission 
REPORT ON RAILWAY EXPRESS' REQ,UEST FOR INCREASE IN ICE CHARGES: In conneo­

tion with the request of the Railway Express Agency for increases in the ice 
oharges, the Interstate Commerce Commission recently issued its Examiner's report 
on I .C.C. I & S Docket No. 5612 (Billing Weights on Iced Flsh and Shel1fish­
Express). The report states that: "Proposed incre~ses in billing weights for 

ish and shellfish, in boxes or other containers with ice 8S a refrigerant, en 
shipped in l ess-carload quantities by railway express, not shown to be j st and 
reas onable . " Exceptions to the examiner's report can be filed up to October 17, 
1949. 

The increases mentioned by the examiner refer to minimum charg~s ich must 
be added for water ioe in shipments of fresh and frozen fish and shellfish. Tho 
inoreases requested were: 

( 1 ) For fresh and frozen fish, where a 25 percent addi ti on to th net 
weight of the shipment is now made, a 50 percent addi ti on re-
que sted. (This section excludes the crustaceans listed in (2) 
below. ) 
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(~) For crawfish, crawfish toils, crab m~at, dressed frogs and frog 
legs, live or boiled lobsters, lobster meat, lobster tails, shrilllp 
and shrimp meat, where a 50 percent adlii tion to the weight of th'!l 
shipment is now made, a 75 percent addition was requested. 

(3) For mixed shipments of fish and oysters, where a 25 percent addi­
izi on to the ne t wei gh t of the shipmen tis now and.e, a CjJ per en t 
additi on was requested. 

With reference to these increases, the Exuminer 's proposed findings stated: 

"Tbe Commission should find, subj ect to proviao. herein 
recited, that the present billing wei~hts ere .nd f~r the 
future will be just and reA-sonable for .hin,..,nts of fr·oab 
fish and shellfish having gross wei~ht. at origin. not 
gr_ter then 1.75 end Z>O percent, respectively, of the net 
weights shipped during the 9 IIIOnths, SeTltellber t.<> May, &:nd 
not greater then Z>O end 225 percent, resnectively, of net 
weights shipped in the other 3 lIIonths; provided that the 
billing weight for any ship .... nt .hell not be le'5 then the 
.... ight of the cOllllllodity nlus the actual or eoU_ted we l.ght 
of the container or contaioors; and provided further that 
this finding shell not ODply to any ",>nWner in which there 
is 1II0re then 100 pounds net weight of flsh or shellfish . 

(2) (or &".t ..eight of aore then 100 pound. 
of fish or shellfiab io ODe ooot&!ner in 
&l1J .onth nprdle .. of the gra .. weight. 

"Tor .i .. d obl.paenh of fl.ob end oy.te r., char!". obauld 
b. be.oed on bl.lHng ... igbh for fiab, ... herftl.nb.tore out.­
lined, plu. the _I.ght of the ny.ten. 1be findl."8' here I. 0 

do not apply t.<o obip_nta accoapanied by dry 1.08 ... retrill'" 
arant, nor to &hip_uta in ClnJrcb ecmta1nera. 

"The Coaai .. ion .hould furUwr fl.nd that I t will be ju.t 
&nd rea.on&bl. for re8J>Ondent t.<o pubHob and collect, for r .. 
lcl."8 ahl.p_nt., a cb&rge of al O8nt. for eadl reicing of a 
box or barrel ooot&l.nl."8 SO pound. or le .. of freab Hob or 
other .... lood; 2') cent~ for 51 t.<o 100 pound.; and 30 O8nt. 
for a box or barre l oontaini.Dg aore t.b&n 100 pound. of _t 
weight. 

"'!be Commission should further find that the billing 
weights herein proposed by respondent for the futuro -.ill 
be jus t and reasonable 

(1) for shil'ments of fish end shellfish h&ving 
gro •• weighh &t origin. gr .. .,.ter than 175 
and Z>O percent, respectively, of the ..... t 
weight. shiuped during the 9 "",ntho , Sep­
tember to May, and greater then 200 end 
225 percent, respectively, of net _ighh 
shipped in the other 3 months; end 

"'!he Coaai .. 1. on ahaul d (ur ther fI. od tha t the .,upended 
.chedule. &re not .hown to be ju.t and .--aon&hle. An order 
obould be entered requl.rl."8 tb.elr (llI.IlCellaticm aDd. diaoao­
tl.nui"8 the proce.dlng, without prejudlO8 t.<o the f!.ling of 
new .chedule. I.n &CCord&nce wi th concluAimu herein .xpr .... d.· 

The proposed findings are not effective until a pproved at a regular meeting 
of the I.C.C. 

* * * * * 
~lANY TRUCKS CARRYING .mESH hlill FROZEN FISH NOH EX!!::~ :FTLD FROH 1. C. C. RillULA.­

TIONS:On September 23rd the Interstate Comnerce Commission made the following 
decision in the Monark Egg Case docketed by the Co~nission as MC 89207: 

"On fllrther consideration, we find that the term 'fish (including shell 
fish)' as used i n section 203 (b) (6) of the Interstate Commarce Act, 
includes f rv7;en, quick frozen, and unfrozen fi$ in the various forms 
in ?bich it is shipped, such as live fish, fish in the round, beheaded 
and gutted fish, filleted fish, beheaded shrimp, and oysters, clams, 
crabs, and lobsters, wi th or without shells, including crab meat and 
lobster meat, but excluding fish in hermetica.lly sealed containers or 
fish which has been otherwise treated for preserving such as smoked, 
sal ted, pickled, spiced, corned or kippered." 

This decision cOni'irms broad exemptions from the Interstate COr:IllarCe flCt 
to trucks transporting fresh and frozen fish. Shipments of these products can 
now be made in trucks which will be subject to only a minimum of regulation in 
the form of safety requirements with respect to equipment, brakes, l1ghts, and 
regulations with respect to hours of service. Trucks carrying fresh and frozen 
fish, provided these trucks do not carry for compensation any passengers and prop­
erty other than exempt property as defined in section 203 (b) (6) of the Inter-
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state Cormnerce Act, are now exempt from regulations of the Interstate Cormnerce 
Cormnission which require that they obtai~ permits or lic~nses from the Commission, 
file schedules of tariffs, etc. (See Commercial Fisheries Review, ~ay 1949, page 
63) • 

a ... 
Department of State 

RATIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL FISHERY AGREE~~NTS : The President on Septem­
ber 1, 1949, r atified the International Convention for the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries and the Convention between the United States and Mexico for the estab­
lishment of an International Commission for the Scientific Investigation of Tuna; 
and on August 30, 1949, ratified the Convention between the United St ates and 
Costa Rica for the establishment of an Inter-.~erican Tropical Tuna Cormnission. 

The Senate on August 17 had previously unanimously advised and consented to 
the ratification of these three international fishery agreements, according to 
an announcement by the Secretary of State on August 18. 

Identification of the agreements is as follows: 

1. International Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
signed at ~ashington, February 8, 1949, by plenipotentiaries 
of the Uni ted States of America, Canada, Newfoundland, Denmark, 
France, Iceland, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom, 
all countries that have a fishing interest in the area. Covers 
the species of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean that are of inter­
national interest. (See Commercial Fishe,ries Review, March 
1949, :P:P. 73-82; December 1948, pp. 65-74.) ---

2. Convention for the F.stab1ishment of an In,ter-American Tropical 
Tuna Commission, signed at Washington, May 31, 1949, by plen­
ipotentiaries of the United States of America and Costa Rica. 
(See Commercial Fisheries Review, June 1949, pp. 59-62.) 

3. Convention for the Establishment of an International Convention 
for the Scientific Investigati on of Tuna, signed at Mexico City 
on January 25. 1949. by plenipotentiaries of the Uni ted States 
of America and the United Mexican States. (See Commercial Fish­
eries Review, February 1949, pp. 68-9: December 1948, pp. 71;i'!.) 

These conventions will not enter into force until r atifications of the other 
governments have been completed, except that the Northwest Atlantic Convention 
may enter into force when four countries have ratified. Since the conventions 
were negotiated upon the initiative of the United States, it is believed that 
notification of ratification by the United States will stimulate prompt r atifi­
cation by the other nations involved. 

All three of the agreements establish commissions charged with the duty of 
scientific investigation of the particular fisheries. No r egulatory powers are 
involved, although in the case of the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries the COrrmUssion 
is empowered to recommend regulations which may be issued and enforced by the 
individual contracting governments. 

The fisheries concerned supply the American people with more than one bil­
lion pounds of protein food annually. The tuna fishery of the West Coast caught 
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enough tuna in 1948 to fill 7 million case s, valued at $112,600,000 to the can­
ners. There has been comparatively little scientific investigation of the spe­
cies that support this fishery, and further knowledge is essential for the pr0-

t ection of the resource upon which this r apidly-expa nding industry is dependent. 

In the Northwest Atlantic , the oldest Amer i can fishery, depletion of the 
stocks has been evident for soma year s and ha s become especially acute on the 
New England banks. 

Eighty-first Congress (first sessiori 
SEPTEMBER 1949 

Listed below are all the public bills, resolutions , etc. , introduced and 
referred to cOmmittees, or passed by the Eighty-First Congress and signed by the 
President during September 1949 (unless other"Nise specified) , which affect in 
any way the fisheries and fishing and allied industries . 

PITBLIC BILlS .AND RSSOLUTIONS INl'ROOOCED AND REFERRED TO COr-:MITl'EES : 
~---------

House E! Representatives: 

H. R. 6190 (1.'1ickersham) - A bill to establ i. sh rear i ng p onds am a fish 
hatchery in southwestern Oklahoma; to the Commi ttee on Merchant Yarine 
and Fisheries. 

H. B. 6~ (King) - A bill to implement the Interna tional Convent ion f or 
the Establishment of an International Commission for the Scientif i c 
Investigation of Tuna, signed at Mexico Ci ty under date of J 8.Jl\lArY 25 . 
1949, by the United States of America and the Uni ted Mexican States, 
and the Convention for the EstClblishment of an Inter -Ameri can Trooical 
Tuna Commission, signed at Washington under dat e of May 31 , l Q49 ,- by 
the United States of America and the Bepublic of Costa Rica; to the 
Commi ttee on Foreign Affairs. 

The following bills introduced prior to September 1, 1949, were not previ­
ously shown under this section: 

H. It 5991 (walter) - A bill to ?romote the explorati0n, d evelopment, 
and conservatian of certain resources in the submerged coastal lands 
and to provide for the use, control, and dispositi on of said lams and 
resources and of lands beneath inland wate rs; ' t o the Commi ttee an the 
Judiciary. This bill states that " • . • far the puryoses of this Act the 
seaward boundary of ev e ry coastal St3. te shal l be deemed to be three 
geographical miles f r om its coas t line, or at such di stance as it ex­
isted at the time such State became a member of the Um an ... " It fur­
ther states that " ... Any State which is founi by appropriate court 
action to have owned or pos sessed, pri or to the 1)assage of this Act. 
the rights of management , use , or disposi t ion of the lands, minerals. 
or other natural resource s wi t hin its submerged coastal lands shall 
not by thi s Act be de-p ri ved of any such rights and p<Mers •.•• " 
(Introduced August 15, 1949.) 

H. B. 5992 (Walter) - Same as 5991. (Introduced August 15. 1949.) 

H. R. 5894 (Lucas) - A bill t o provide for the amendment of the Fair 
Labor Standar d s Ac t of 1938 , and for o ther lJurposes; to the Committee 
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on Education and Labor. With r~feren e to 101 1 
hours, this bill exeM?ts "any emoloyee ~ l oy~ a 
employee employed in the cstcnin , takin I rvesti 
or farming of any kind of fish, shellfish, CI"".1 ta.ce , SllO 

weeds, or other aquatic forms of anilllB.l and ve eta le 11 
the going to and returning from work and inclu.1in e loylll 
loading, unloading, or packing of such roduc s for ship n or 1n 
prop.a.ge.ting, processing, marketing, freezing, cannin • cur n • 8 i 
or distributing the above roducts or byprod'lrts .. r of. ... " ( · n r 
duced August 5, 1949.) . 

H. R. 5615 (lee) - A bill to promote the foreign policy of the Unite 
States end to authorize partici~Rtion in a co erative endeRvor or 
assisting in the development of economically undernev .. loped are of 
the world; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. (Introduced July 1 2, 
1949.) 

H. R. 4893 (Colmer) - A bill to amend the Agricul r"l t of 19 B \ty 
adding thereto a new section to establi sh en aver I!I 'tlari ty r i 
for fats and oil s and to aid in maintaining such pari ty priC'" to 
producers; to the Committee on Agriculture. This bill includes 
marine oil produced in the Uni ted States. (Introduced ~ 7J , 19 9.) 

Senate 

S. 2561 (SaltonstaU) - A bill to establish a p rogram of for i e "n?mic 
development; to the Committee on Foreign !elations. 

BILLS PASSED _~ SIGNED BY THE PRESID~NT: 

Trade Agreements Extension Act of 1949 : 

H. R. 1211, (P. L. 307), signed ~tember 
of reciprocal trade agreements. 

• 1 9 - Authorize s extension 

AQUATI C RESOURCES OF HE R U U A E 

The offshore fishing in the Ryukyu Islan s is done pri­
marily in the deeper waters thro gh which the major f 0 of 
the Kuroshio passes, or where offshoots of the current tend 
to SWing against ar eas of lesser depth. hree major t es of 
fishing operations have been practiced in the offshore ers: 
pole and line an ling for skipjack; lon line ishing for tunas, 
spearfishes, and sharkS; and hook and 11 e an ing for bo tom 
fish (chiefly snappers) in areas some dist n e from h in 
island grOlpS but where submer ed reefs are kno n to be pr -
sent. During 1926-40 , the offshore f sher es of the Ryukyu 
Retto produced an annual avera e catch of sli~ tl' more th n 
4,150 metric tons. Th skipjack a co nted for mO t of 
catch, normally constituting abo t 80 peroent of the to 
offshore landings . The ~rea er part of t~is 
into dried skipj ack stick and expo~ted to J p 

-- 1 hery 

7 




