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FISHERY PRODUCTS PROCUREl1ENT AND EXPORTS TO OCCUPIED AREAS: As of April 1, 
under working agreement covering purchase responsibility, the Office of the ~uarter
master General has been desi gnated as the procurement agency for the procurement 
of food (including fi shery products) out of Government-appropriated funds for 
feeding the civilian popul ations of Western Germany, Japan, and the Ryukyus, accord
ing to the Office of Food Administrator for Occupied Areas, Department of the Army. 

Offers of fishery pr oducts and requests for listing as permanent bidders 
should be submitted by U. S. Suppli ers to the Quartermaster Purchasing Office 
(QM), 1819 West Pershing Road, Chicago 9 , Illi nois. 

Q. ~. Appropriated Funds: The Depar tment of the Army is charged with ad
ministrative responsibility for t he expenditure of funds appropriated by the Con
gress of the United States for feeding the civilian populations of Western Germany, 
Japan, and the Ryukyus. Within the Department of the Army, the Officer of t he Food 
Administrator for Occupied Areas (FAOA ) approves import requirements for these 
areas and makes funds available to various purchasing agencies for actual physical 
procurement. 

European Recovery Program: Procur ement of fishery products in the Untted 
States for Western Germany, Austr ia, and Trieste with ERP funds under the annual 
programs as approved by ECA i s carr i ed out by the Office of the Quartermaster 
General. 

Food Supplies for Occupation For ces: All food for Armf personnel is purchased 
by the Quartermaster Corps t hrough estab l ished trade channels. Prospective sup
pliers should communicate with the Quartermaster Purchasing Office in Chicago • 

. ~ 

~r-

Department of Commerce 
EDIBLE FISH AND SHELLFISH PRODUCTS REMOVED FROM EXPORT CONl'RCJL: A revised 

:ist of commodities-exportabl e under general license GRO has been issued by the 
Office of International Trade of the Department of Commerce. This revised list, 
which became effective April 29 , 1949, contains a substantial number of additions 
to the previous one. Incl uded are all edible fish and shellfish and their prod
ucts. 
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I 371.8 
GENERAL LICENSE GRO 

(a ) Scope of Licenses 

... general license designated Gm) is hereby established IWthoridng the 
el:portation to all destinations of certain eommodi ties not included on the 
Positive List of Commodities (Part 399) but set forth in paragraph (b) of 
this seotion. 

(b) Collllodi t:r Li II t 

'.!he following specified oOlllllodi tie s III8Y be expar ted und8l' the prOThi ona 
of ~s general license GHO to all destinations: 

Co_odi ilies Il:portable Under GeDeral Li08118e GBO 
• ..roe 

Schedule B 10 

00'/000-007109 

OO7'ElJ-007609 

007700-007998 
OOfbOl,008005 
W8l0l •••••• 
008400-0086~ 
008700..008898 
008995 •••• . • 

oo~q8 ...... 
0099(X) ••••• • 

099920 •••• •• 
099998 ••.•• • 

971Z30 •.•••• 
911300 •••• •• 
984900 •• •••• 

ish 8l1d ish products: 
J'ish, fresh or frozen, whether or not whole 

(iDclude fillets). 
Shellfish, fresh or frozen (!Delude raw and 
fresh- coobd shellfish I!U3d shellfiah Mats). 

Fish, salted, pickled, or dry-wred. 
Shellfish, pickled, sal ted, 01" dry-cured. 
Fish, SIIoed or kippered. 
Fi sh, canJl8d. 
Shellfish, C8IlD8d. 
Fish, prepared or preserved, n. 8.11. (include oakBs, 
balls, paste, Sallee, caviar, and roe). 

Shellfish, prepared or preserved, n.e. s. 
Edible an1ma.L productn, n.e.8.1 

Edible terrapin; frog legs; snails I turtle uat; 
whale _at. 

Other inedible animals aDd products: 
SheIla, u:omanufaotured. 
.Animal products, inedible, n.e. s.: cuttl.fish bone: 
fish eggs, hatohiDg; fish essence; fish scales; fir.h 
aounda; halibut viscera: pearl essence; paiapearl 
paste: salmon milt for breediDg; squid bal t, frozen: 
trout eggs, hatchiDg. 

Miscellaneous oouodi tiea, no e. a., 
Buttons, and parts. 

Pearl or &hell buttons. 
Button parts, backs, blanks, ar aolda (.11 .aterials). 

Fishing tackle and equip_nt IIUi table anl,. for co
_rclal fi shing. 

6 

These commoditi es do not require a validated license for exportation to any 
destination. 

Oill.y the commodi ties classified under the Schedule B numbers in the left
ha nd column, and as restricted in the commodity descriptions, msy be e ported 
under general license GRO. 
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Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Al'1lrnDMENTS TO ALASKA COMl'ERCIAL FISHERIES REGULATIONS: The Federal Register 
of May 12, 1949, carried two amendments to the Alaska commercial fisheries regu
lations. Amendment to Section 102.28 is made in order to require a more practical 
yet effective means of closing salmon traps to fishing. Amendment t o Secti on 
122.5 provides that the North Behm Canal f'lsc..tion shall have a salmon fishing seas on 
consistent with adjoining districts. 

1. Section ID2.2"IJ f§ am~ecrto reM Wlldille Service shaD be e.1nxed around 
as follows: the top rib lines ~nd webbing of both 

§ 102.28 Met1wd of clOsing salmon tunnel walls next to each pole and a link 
traps. During all periods when fishing of the chain mUEt be Included In one of 
is prohibited, the lleart walls of salmon the seals. Seals must be attached In s\lch 
traps shall be lifted or lowered in aecord, manner that the trap cannot be fished 
ance with the method prescribed by sec- without breaking them. 
tion 5 of the act of June 6, 1924. and (b) Stattonary traps. A draw line 
the tunnels from hearts to pots shaH be shall be secured to the pot wan at a 
closed in the following manner: depth equal to that of the bottom of the 

(a) Floating traps. Poles shall be per- tunnel and a.t least 12 Inches from the 
manently secured to the webbing at each edge of the pot gap; shall be reeved 
side of the mouth of the pot tunnel and through rings fastened at' lntervals of 4 
shall extend from the tunnel lloor to a feet or Jess on the vertical rib line along 
height at least two feet above the water. the mouth end of the opposite tunnel 
.A draw line shall be reeved through the wall; and shall be spllced at Its upper end 
Jower ends of both poles and the top of to a length of chain. The tunnel shall be 
one, and the upper end of thiS line shan pUlled to one 81de of the pot gap sum
be spliced to a length of chain. The two ciently to overlap the pot wall a minimum 
tunnel walls must be overlapped as far of 12 inches and the draw line shall be 
as possible across the pot gap and the puHed tight and secured by looping Its 
draw line musfbe pulled tight so as to chain around the capping. Serially 
completely close the bottom of the tun ... numbered seals issued by the Fish and 

·nel. The pole on the right side of the Wildlife Service shall be atn.xed, one to 
..ROt gap, as viewed from the shore must seal the tunnel webbing to the pot wall 
be painted bright red above wat~r and and another to seal the loop of chain 
the pole on tha..left bright green. Serially around the capping Seals must be at
numbered seals issued by the Fish and tached in such manner that trap cannot 

- be fished without breaking them. (43 
Stat. 465; 48 U. S. C. 225) 

***** 

2. Section 122.5 1! amended to read u 
follows: 

§ 12U· Open season( ceatral, south
east, sm.;thwest, and north Behm Ca1U1l 
section. FishIng, other than trol11ng, In 
the central, southeast, southwest, and 
north Behm Canal sections is prohibited 
except from 6 o'clocle ante merIdian Au
gust 15 to 6 o'clock postmerldian Sep
tember 3: ProvLded, That this prohibition 
shall not apply In Cholmondeley Bour;d 
from 6 o'clock antemerldian October 5 
to 6 o'clock po tmerldian October 15. 
(44 Stat. 752; 48 U. S. C, 221) 

The salmon fishing season In Alaslea, 
as It affects certain salmon traps, opens 
on May 27. Accordingly, In order that 
a practical closure method may be made 
appllcable to such trap operations It has 
been d~termlned that the amendment to 
§ 102.28 shall become effective on May 
27,1949. The amendment to § 122.5 shall 
become effective 30 days after publication 
in the FEDn.u. REGISTER . 

(43 Stat. 465, as amended; 48 U. S. C. 221 
~s~,) . 

Dated: r"ay 4,1949. 

EftAL] J. A. KRuc, 
SecretaTV 0/ the Interior. 

ALASKA ~ING CATCH ~UOTAS: On April ?, 1949, the Secretary of the Interior 
issued 1949 catch limitations for the Alaska herring fishery. The quotas published 
in the Federal Regi ster of April 14, 1949, were issted as amendments to the Alaska 
commercial fishery regulations, authorized by a Congressional Act of June 18 1926 . 
The provisions of the amendments become effective 30 days after their publ~cation 
in the Federal Register. 

$ou the ... rn Alaska ••• 
Wiak I aland ••••••••• 

1nee W1111aa SoUDd

The new catch limitations have been 
revised downward for the first time since 
drastic quota restrictions were imposed 
in 1942 to rebuild Alaska's depleted her 
ring fish ery. 

Buul'l'ectioD 000 180 000 Because of the reduced catch limi
tation for Southeastern Alaska, the Ter

herring fishery, the Service believes that some 
operate this season. 

ri tory's oldest and most pI' odu cti ve 
reduction plants and boats will not 

The legal he~ring seasons run from June 10 to October 15, varying in ea ch 
quota area. 
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Service biologists, who determine catch quotas by sCientific studies of the 
abundance of the age groups in each year's herring catch, expect an unusually low 
run of mature herring in Alaskan waters this season because of several years of 
unsuccessful spawning. 

***** 
LEGAL PROTECTION PARTIALLY REMOVED FOR ALASKA SEA LIONS: On April 7 1949 

the Secretary of the Interior removed the legal protection of sea lions in 1uaska~ 
waters, except in waters around Bogoslof Island in the Bering Sea. In accordance 
with a Congress ional Act of June 16, 1934, the Secretary retained full legal pro
tection of the sea lions in the waters around uninhabited Bogoslof Island. 

The provisions of the amendment were published in the Federal Register of 
April 14, 1949, and read as follows: 

142.1 lilling!!!.. sea lions. !be killing at sea lions in 
the Terri tory of Alaska, or in any of the wata-rs of Alaska 
over which the Uni ted States has jurisdiction is permi tted, 
except on Bogoslof I sland and wi thin one statute mile of 
the Shares of Bogoslof Island. (48 Stat. 976; 16 u.s.c.659) 

The killing of sea lions in Alaskan waters has been prohibited by regulations 
issued by the Secretary of the Interior, July 1, 1941. The old law did permit 
killing, however, "by nat i ves for food or cloth ing, and by lIliners and explorers 
when in need of food ••• by anyone in the necessary protection of property, or while 
such animals are destroying salmon or other food fish," and by authorized scientists. 

The Service will soon begin sea lion control operations in certain areas to 
curb the predations on commercial fishes. Although sea lions have practically no 
economic value now, the Service also seeks commercial uses fo r the animals. 

Huge herds of sea lions concentrate on Alaska's important halibut fishing 
ranks and salmon trolling grounds, causing heavy economic losses to the Territory's 
fish erlllen. According to the Service's findings, the enormous marine mammals, which 
have become unusually abundant in recent years, feed on commercial fishes caught 
in nets and on baited hooks. 

The Alaskan sea lions are relatively non-migratory. and are much larger than 
the California sea lions which are caPtiured for use as "trained seals." 

Interstate Commerce Commission 
MEA...lI.fING OF "FISH (INCLUDING SHELL FISH)" IN INTERSTATE COMMKRCE ACJr CLARIFIED: 

The Interstate-Commerce Commdssion-through an order dated April 11, 1949, reopened 
for further consideration its Docket MC 89207, better known as the "Monark Egg 
Case." The Commission ordered one of its examiners to prepare a report solely 
with respect to the meaning of the term "fish (including shell fish)" as used 
in section 203 (b) (6) of the Interstate Commerce Act. 

In earlier proceedings under this Docket "fish (includin~ shell fish)" was 
defined b~ the Commission as meaning only fish dead or alive 1n the form that 
they came~ from the water. This meant that relatively few shipments of fishery 
product s transported by truck could be carried by trucks unregulated by the Inter-

state Commerce Comrndssion. 
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As the result of the order of April 11 , an examiner has now filed a report 
which recommends "that the term fish (including shell fish) as used in section 
203 (b) (6) of the act includes frozen . qui ck-frozen, and unfrozen fish in the 
various forms in which it is customaril y shipped, s uch as live fish, fish in the 
round, beheaded and gutted fish, fi l l et ed f i sh , beheaded shrimp, and oysters. 
clams, crabs, and lobsters, with or without shells ( i ncluding crab meat and lobster 
meat)." This would grant a broad exempti on t o shipments of fresh and frozen fishery 
products and allow all of these shipment s to be made in unregulated trucks pro
vided that these trucks did not carry for compensation any passengers or property 
other than exempt property as defined in s ection 203 (b) (6 ) of the Interstate 
Commerce Act and subsequent decisions of the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Exceptions to this report could be filed through May 13, 1949, on which date 
two exceptions were received by the Commission. Replies to these exceptions could 
be filed until midnight May 23. The examiner's report together with the exceptio ns 
and any replies will be reviewed by the Commission and a final report issued • 

• 
Department of State 

FlIR.THER DECLARATION .Qf lLo §. POLICY ON TERRITORIAL WATERS :Y In a letter 
replying to an inquiry from a private company. the Unit ed States Department of 
State made the following statement with reference t o the United States policy 
towards the declarations of other nations as to the l imits of and jurisdiction 
over territorial waters: 

"One af our principal concerDS in the tw:la at'ea of Latin America is to 
sae that no blpdiment is placed in the Wffq' of Un! ted States fiaherMn 
pe;rticipating in the harvesting of the tull& r esources in this at'ea. wi th
in the lilli ts af the rights they have Wlder international law as cHizens 
of the United States. 

"Under gemrallY' accepted principles of i n ternat i o:oal. law, the vessel. 
of ~ nation have the right to fish on the high seas without interfer-
ence bY' the public vessels of &1lY other nation. AccordinglY' Uni ted States 
fishing 'Vessels .Y' freely operate off We s tern Latin America, so fat' as 
control bY' other nations is concerned) up t o the lilli t s of the terri tori&! 
waters of such other nations. b United States has never recognized ter
ri torial waters jurisdiction bY' any countr;y in this area beY'ODd three marine 
miles froll low-water Ill£U'k on the coast of such countr;y. AccordinglY'. under 
the poUc;y of this Govsrnment oonoerning the extent of territorial waters, 
United States fishing vessels have the right to carr;y on operations in 
waters bey-ond three miles froll land wi thout interference from the contiguous 
count17. 

"'.alia .ilapla situation is somewhat complicated bY' the fact that this 
Go.e:rnaent stands ready at all time to under taka any lI8&SUreS wi thin its 
p~rs to conserve fishery- resources t o the end that these resources will 
continue to produce at the manllllJl l evel Y'ear after -year. If regulation 
of fishing activity' ill Decessar;y to accomplish this end, we at'e willing 
to place our fisher_n under the same regula tion as the fishermen of other 
nations are under on that particular fishing ground--wi th the provision 
that thia GovernMnt will have an equal voice with any other Government 
in forlllllating those regulations. 

"In order to deterlline when regulations i n anY' particular fisherY' are 
required for conservation purposes we are willing to join in scientific 
inTestigations designed to plaoe the regulat ions on a factual basis, and, 
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of oourse. to pay our share of oosts of such investigations. You are 
acquainted wi th the two joint commissions we have with Canada. in the 
Northwest, on salmon and halibut. 

"We have recently sigDed a convention with eleven other nations to 
set up another :such Commission to work on the fisheries of the North
west Atlantic. On January 25 we signed a silli.lar convention with 
),i,xico to set up such a collllission to cover the tuna fisheries common 
to the two countries. 

"We distinguish quite ci ear ly • however. be tween regulation for the 
purpose of c~rV&tion and regulation for the purpose of raising 
revenue. 

"Regulation of the activities of our fishermen on the high seas by 
another country for the purpose of raising revenue for that country
would not be acceptable to this Goverlllll8nt. 

"Sincerely yours. 

"W. M. Olapllan 
Speaial Assistant to the 

Under Secretary" 

l1Se. Coramareial Fisheries RevieW', January 1949. page 50. 

Eighty~fi rst Congress (Rrst Session) 
APRIL 1949 

FUBLIC BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEES: 
Listed below-;re-all the public bills and joint resolutions introduced and re
ferred to committees and passed by the Eighty-First Congress during April 1949 
which affect in any way the fisheries and fishing and allied industries. The bills 
are listed in the order in which they were introduced: 

~ of Representatives: 

R. ~ 4170 (Nixon) - A bill to confirm and establish the titles of the 
States to lands beneath navigable we.tars wi thin State boundaries and 
natural resources wi thin such l.a.nds a.nd. -wa.ters and to provide for 
the use and control of said lands and resources; to the Colllllli ttee on 
the Judiciary-. 

II. ~ 4198 (Nelson) - A bill to provide for nautical eclucation in the 
terri tories, to facHi tate nautical education in the State. and Ter
ri tories, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Merchant Ahrine 
and Fisheries. 

H. Be 4:;D5 (nng) - A bill to give effect to the convention between the 
United States of America and the United Mexican States for the soientific 
investigation of tuna, signed at Mexico Ci ty January 25.1949, and tor 
other purposes; to the Commi ttee on Foreign Affairs. 

H. R. 4228 (P'uroolo), (by request) - A bill to establish a Connecticut 
Vslley Authori ty to provide for unified water control and resource 
development on the Connecticut River. its tributaries and watershed. 
to prevent floods. encourage agriculture, stillllllate industrial expansion, 
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develop low-cost hydro-electric power, promote navigation, incree.se 
recreational possibilities, protect wildlife. a.nd for other purposes; 
to the Commi ttee on Public 'forks. 

H. R. 4249 (Colmer) - A bill to transfer the trawlers Ale.slm a.nd Oregon 
from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service; to the Committee on Merchant V&rine and Fisheries. 

H. R. 4252 (Thompson) - Same as H. R. 4249: to the Committee on Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries. 

H. R. 4772 (Lucas) - A bill to provid& for the amendment of the Fair 
Labor Sta.nds.rds Act of 1938, a.nd for other purposes: to the Commi tte0 
on Education and Lahor. 

H. R. 4776 (McKinnon) - Same e.s H. R. 42:>5: to the CommHtse on Foreign 
Affairs. 

H. R. 4286 (Mi tchell) - A bill to reorganize and consolidate certain 
Feders.l functions and thereby secure their more effective administration 
by establishing a Columbia Valley Administration to e.ssist in the 
s.chievement of unified water control and resource conserva.tion ani 
development on the Columbia River, its tributaries, and the surrounding 
lands; to the Collllli. ttee on Public Works. 

H. R. 4287 (Jackson of Wash.) - Same as H. R. 4286; to the Commi ttee 
on Public Works. 

H. R. 4296 (Do71e) - Same e.s He R. 4776; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

H. R. 4403 (Peterson) - A bill to facHi tate the administration by the 
Secretary of the Interior. in coopera.tion wi th other Federal, State, 
and local agencies, of the recreational. uses of l8Jlds and ws.ters wi thin 
recl8lA&tion, flood-control. p01ll8r, and other Federal reservoir projects; 
to tha Collllli ttea on Publio Lands. 

H. R. 4450 (Hart) - A bill to extend the requirelll8nts for firing the 
minimum number of deck officers on steam vessels to certain additional 
vessels of the United States. and for other purposes. This bill states 
in parts "!othing contained in this Act shall apply to fishing vessels 
of less than three hundred gross tons, or to fishing vessels of a%!,Y 

gross tonnage which do not, in the course of their normal employment. 
navigate more than fifty miles from the shores of the continental Un! ted 
States, including Ale.ska.," to the Committee on Mercba:nt Marine and. 
Fisheries. 

Senate: 

s. 1545 (McCarra.n. for himself and 30 other SeDator.;) - A bill to confirm 
and establish the titles of the States to lands beneath navigable ws.ters 
wi thin State boundaries and natural resources wi thin such lands and waters 
end to provide for the use and control of said lands end. resources; to 
the Commi ttee on Interior and Insular Affairs. 

S. 1595 (Cain) - A Mil for Bpllroving plans for the deTelopment of the 
CoIUllbia River Basin. and. for other purposes; to the Committee on Public 
Works. 

S. 1642 (Enowland. for hims<3lf a.nd Downey) - A bill to give effect to the 
convention between the United States of America. and. the United Mexican 
States for the scientific investigation of tuna, signed a.t Mexico Ci ty. 
January 25. 1949. and for other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 



May 1949 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 

s. 1645 (Magnuson, for hiaself and. 17 others) - A. bill to reorganize 
and consolidate certain lederal functi ons aDd thereby .ecure their 
IIOre effective administration by establishing a Columbia Valle,. .M.
aini.tration to assist in the achievell8nt of unified water control 
and resource conservati on and d8T8lopll8nt on the Columbia Biver, i \. 
tribu taries, and the surrounding lands; to the CoIlllDi ttee on Public 
'forks. ' 

s. Res. 99 (O'Conor) I Direots the Secretary of State to investigate 
and report to the Senate , wi thin 60 da,ys of the adopti on of this re
solution, the costs of production of pr oducers and pr o08ssors of fiab. 
and fishery products, wages, and otlwr rellllDaration paid to fishe1'lll8n. 
shore workers, and all other labor engaged i n the produotion of fish 
and fishery products in each nation export i ng fi sh and shellfish and 
all byproduct s thereof to the United States, together wi th 8. descrip
tion of the s tandard of living eDjoy()d by the persons employed in the 
fisheries under the j urisdiotion of such g0"181'D1118nts. 

The U. S. 'fariff Q,lIlIIission to initiate an. i mmediate imesup-tion 
of the impor t. of fresh and frozen groundfish fillets. 

'!he Secretary of 'fre8.S\ll7 to ascertain all subsidies, grants, and 
bounties of IIl\Y kind lIhatsoever paid directly or indirectly:'oy any 
foreign oountry or any citizen thereof presently e3porting fish -or 
fishery products to the Uni ted States, to ~ fisher men, producers, or 
processors of fish or fishery produots wi thin the terri tonal juris
dioti on of such country. 

BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, ETC. PASSED, AND OTHER ACTION: 

Hous~ of Representatives: 

H. Bes. 147 (!hOllpson) - Considered, amended, and agreed to April 4, 
1949. Be solved, ']hat the Secretary of State De, aDd he hereby is, 
requested to cause an immediate s~ to be l118de of the .tfeot on 
the domestic fishing iDdustry of increasing illlporis of freshwater 
and sal teratar fresh 8!ld frozen fish, especially grOlUldfiah, f illets, 
i nto the United States, and report to be submitted to the House of 
liepr8sentathes not later tba.n May 15, 1949. 

S. S. PACIFIC EXPLORER 
An American factory ship, the Pacific Explorer~ became a reality 

in 1945 when the War Food Administration recommend~d th~t the Defense 
Plants Corporation (a subsidiary of the Reconstructlon Flnance Corpor~
tion) should acquire and convert an ocean-going ves.sel to a fac~ory ship 
to further t he war effort by increasing the supplles of pr~teln f ood. 
At the cessation of hostilities, the conversion.of the sh:p was not 
completed but various Governmental agencies declded that lt would ~e 
to the ad;antage of the Government and the fishing industry ~o comple e 
the convers ion and to determine the feasibility of mothershlpS to ex-
pand the s cope of the American fishirg effort. 

--Fishery Leaflet 316 
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