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AND 

[V[LOPMENTS 
Additions to the Fleet of U. S~ Fishing Vessels 

Eighty-five vessels of 5 net tons and over ~received their first documents M 
fishing craft during July 1951-2 less than in July 1950. California led with 19 
vessels, followed by Washington with 13 vessels, and the west coast of Florida 
with 8 vessels. 

During the first seven months of 1951, a total of 547 vessels were documented 
for the first time as fishing vessels, canpared with 529 vessels for the same peri
od during 1950. 

Vessels Obtaining Their First Documents as Fishing Craft. July 1951 
Ju ly 7 mos. ending with July Total 

Section 
, 

1951 1950 1951 1950 lliO 
Number Number Number Nunber Nwber 

New England .................. 5 2 25 20 ,-
lidd1e Atlantic ••••••••••••••• 6 3 27 30 45 

Chesapeake Bay ............... 8 9 19 50 81 
South Atlantic ............... 10 8 68 82 153 
Gulf •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13 17 114 101 167 
Pacific .••••••••.••••••••••• •• 35 38 226 170 231 
Great Lakes ••••••••••••••••••• - - 9 6 12 
Alaska •••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 8 57 68 83 
Hawa.:ii •••••• •••••••••••••••••• 1 2 2 2 4 '. Total •••••••••••••• •••••• 85 87 547 529 812 
NOTE: VESSElS HAVE BEEN ASS IGNED TO THE VARIOUS SECTIONS ON TH E BASIS OF THEIR HOME PORT, 11 

i 
" ' .. \ ...... , 
\ ..... 

Federal Purchases of Fishery Products 

FRESH AND FROZEN FISH PURCHASES BY THE DEPAR'lMENT OF THE ARMY, AUGUST 1221: 
The Army Quartermaster Corps purchased2,996,287 pounisoffre'Si1"8nd frozenfish~I'F 
products during August 1951 for the military feeding of the ' U.S. Army, Navy,Mar pI!!! 

Corps, and Air Force (see table). Canpared with the previous month, August purT~ 
hi d 12 i d 9 t in value 5 cases ncrease percent 1n quant ty, but decrease 5. percen • -

Purchases of Fresh and Froz!3n Fishery Products by Department of the 1+:rrIr;f 

(August and the First Eight Months. 1950-51) ...... 
~UANTI T Y V A L U E -

August January-August August January-August _ 
1951 1950 1951 1950 1951 1950 1951 1~50_ 
1bs. 1bs. 1bs. lbs. ~ _t _t J 5!"1 

2,996,287 2,946,230 20,27'0,207 10,638,657 1,1l6,243 1,193,198 8,335,084 4,41~ 
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decre~se in value was undoubtedly due to larger purchases of less expensive fishery 
products. Compared wit? August 1950, this year's purchases for the same monthwere 
greater by 1.7 percent ~n quantity, but lower in value by 6~5 percent. 

A comparision of the purchases for the. first eight months of 1950 and 1951 shows 
that there was an increase of 90.5 percent ~n quantity (nearly 10 million pounds) 
and 88.9 percent in value for 1951. 

Fur-Seal Skin Prices Drop at Fall Fur Auction 

The over-all average price per fur-seal skin 
dropped 12 percent at the fall fur auction held 
in St. Louis on September 24, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service announced. Total United States 
~vernment receipts from the sale of U.S.-owned 
fur-seal skins was $2,249,892. The over-all av
erage price for skins from the Pribilof Islands 
was $89.76 per skin as compared with $100.69 at 
the April 1951 auction. 

The dyed ''Matara'' (brown) skins sold for an 
average price of $87.29, a decline of 11.5 percent 
.fran the previous sale. "Safari" brown (lighter 
brown) skins declined 6.2 percent to $69.27. Black 
skins averaged $102.31, a loss of 14.3 percent. 

A total of 550 U.S.-owned blue fox pelts sold 
.for an average price of $5./-l-4, bringing in an ad
ditional sum of about $2,750. 

The auction also included 5,000 South African 
Government Cape of Good Hope fUI'-seal skins which 
sold for an average price of $33.63, a decline of 
25.3 percent. 

;<;'." 

ALASKA FUR SEALS 

Freezing-Fish-At-Se a Technological Studies 

mERJMENTAL FREEZING STUDIES RESUMED BY "DELAWARE:" Full-scale experimental 
freezing itUdies will be resumed by the M/VI>elaware on its Cruise No.4. The ves
sel, which is being used in conjunction with the Branch of Commercial Fisheries' 
Freezing-Ffsh-at-sea Project, left Boston about October 5 and is expected to return 
about October n. 

Repairs to the brine cooler as well as to the main and auxiliary engine were 
<;ompleted. Freezing apparatus and refrigeration machinery will be tested under 
!"ated capacity loads. 

Eill& WEATHER HINDERS "DELAWARE'S" FREEZING FISH STUDIES (Cruise No. !J: Sev
eral thousand pounds of mixed varieties of New England groundfish w:re f:ozen by the 
1!..elaware under adverse weather corditions. This converted trawler l.S bel.ng used by 



14 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES R.EV1F'[ Vol. 13, 10. 10 

the Service's Branch of Gonmercial Fi sheries for freezing-fish-at-sea techmlogl._ 
cal studies in the New England area . The vessel sailed October 5 on this Cruise 
and returned to Boston on October 12 . Foul weather prevailed during the f'irstpart 
of the cruise and actual fishing and experimental fish-freezing operations were de
layed for five days. 

Considerable data were secured on the operational characteristics of' the brine
freezing apparatus and refrigeration machinery of the vessel. 

Upon docking, the fish that were frozen aboard the Delaware were placed in 
cold storage at the laboratory for shore-side processing studies . 

~ 
Middle and South Atlantic Little Tuna Exp l orations 

LITTLE TUNA SCHOOL SIGHTED BY "ATLANTIC EXPLCRER" OFF lffi,[ JERSEY (Cruise No. 
~) : Only one school of little tuna was sighted by the M/V Atlantic Exproreroff 
the coast of New Jersey during this cruise in September. This vessel is beill8 op
erated under a cooperative agreement by the Service 's Branch of CCIIll'l}ercial Fisheries; 
to carry on explorations for little tuna. in the Middle and South Atlantic area. 

The vessel sailed on Cruise No. 2 from Beaufort, South Carolina, on September 
13 and completed its trip at Point Pleasant, New Jersey, on September 21. F I'Clll 

September 13 through September 17, the vessel explored for little tuna off the coas~ 
between Beaufort, South Carolina, and Southport, North Carolina, 'rut unfavorable 
weather was encountered. No schools of little tuna were sighted but feed ot various l 
kinds appeared to be plentiful off of Georgetovm, South Carolina, between depths of 
7 and 15 fathoms of water. 

Favorable reports on abundance of little tuna. were received from Point Pleasa 
New Jersey, so the vessel proceeded to Norfolk, Virginia, but strong northerly wind 
hindered exploratory activities in that area. Good weather was experienced bet ween 
Norfolk and Point Pleasant but no schools of tuna were seen before r eachingManas qua 
Inlet where a school was sighted so close to the jetty that making a set would have 
been unduly hazardous to both the vessel and it~ gear. Local inquiri es revealed 
that schools of little tuna had been observed for the past two weeks betlfeen Manasqu 
and Sandy Hook. Extensive catches had been made for the previous t wo weeks by trol 
ling gear off Beachhaven Inlet, New Jersey, but no surface schools were evident . 

The vessel planned to sail on Cruise No. 3 to explore the waters along the 
New Jersey Coast from Sandy Hook to Atlantic City to detennine if surface schools 
of little tuna can be observed and taken in comnercial quantities by pll"se-seine 
gear. Tl-}e vessel will cruise along the coast and up to 40 miles offshore employ
ing visual means and trolling gear to locate little tuna. 

New England Tuna Expl orations 

REDORD BLUEFIN TUNA CA'I'JH REPORTED BY "WESTERN EXPLORER" (Cruise No. §.): A 
record catch (60 tonS")Of bluefin tuna was seined by the M/V Western ~lor!t on 
its Cruise No.6. Operated by the Service's Branch of Caiiiiercial Fisheries, thi7 
vessel has been searching for untapped resources of bluefin tuna in waters princr 
pally off the shores of Maine arxi Massachusetts. This catch of 20- to 45-pourd l~ 
was taken in one set of the s eine on September 17 and is considered the largest sel 
catch of tuna ever made on the Atlantic Coast. 
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The vessel sailed on August 31 am docked at Gloucester Mas . th . t t h 
c: t b 18 Bet's., WJ. ~ s ca c of tuna on ... ep em er. ween August 31 and September 13 exploration of the 

waters between Cape Cod and the Central Maine Coast were carried out. On Sept _ 
ber 8 small pods of tuna em 
were sighted on Stell- ~~ --=-- ==~~==::==~l""":::::: 
wagon Bank. A small ~--=--
school of tuna (which im
mediately sounded) and 
several stray tuna jump
ers were sighted between 
Boon Island and the Isle 
of Shoals in the Gulf of 
Maine from September 10 
to 12. Unfavorable weath.:.. 
er conditions, wind and 
fog, and mechanical dif
ficulties with the aux
iliary engine interfered 
considerably with fish
ing operations during this 
J:eriod. 

The Western Explorer 
sailed for Tobins Ledge PULL I NG IN PURSE-SE I NE NET. 
on September 16, follow-
ing reports fran draggers that tuna were in the vicinity, and reached this area 
(50 miles SE i E of Cape Cod Lighthouse) the next morning. Several large schools 
of tuna were sighted . The net was set in water of 80 fathoms and 680 F. on a school 
containing approximately 200 tons. To avoid overloading the seine, it was necessary 
to cut through the middle of the school, and about 120 tons were trapped. fue to 
the excessive load in one section, about 20 tons of fish escaped over the cork line. 
The net was hauled aboard in four splits, but another 40 tons of fish were lost when 
a section of the mesh parted under the strain. The entire operation took l5! hours, 
but over 60 tons of tuna were landed. 

The 119,800 pounds of blue fin tuna were sold on bids to four firms. About 
6,050 poums were sold for the fresh fish market at 12 cents per pound, 14,880 pounds 
of split fish went at 3! cents per pound, and the remainder sold for 7-a cents per 
pound for canning. 

The vessel is scheduled to leave on Cruise No.7 on September 22 for an eight
day trip. Operations will be conducted in Great South Channel and the Gulf of 
Maine. 

Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations 

TUNA PURSE-SEINED IN HAWAIIAN WATERS BY "JOHN R. MANNING:" Tuna were caught 
in a PiirSe7ei'ne in Hawaiian waters for thef~dine by the ~ li. Ma.nn.ing on a 
cruise completed the first week in September. This vessel of the Service's Pacific 
Oceanic Fishery Investigations netted several tons of skipjack tuna (aku). 

Previous attempts to net the local tuna failed because of the wildness of the 
HaWaiian fish. Success was achieved only after the ~, a Honolulu sampan, was 
Used to slow down and concentrate the fish by feeding them live bait fish. 
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\-lhilp. the fish were being fed, the ~ ~. Manning laid her 2,400-toot seine 
around the bait boat and the fish. After the net was closed, the lli!!!:i left the net 
and the research vessel retrieved the net and catch. 

This experimental fishing is part of the local program to develop means of 
lessening the dependence of local tuna fishing on live bait. Whether less bait is 
needed to catch tuna by this method than the regular type of sampan fishing r~N 
to be found out. 

***** 
RICH TUNA GROUNDS LOCATED BY "HUGH M. SMITH" (Cruise XI): Probably the most 

phenomenal catch of tuna ever taken by long:rrnIng was madeone day in midooSeptembe 
v,hen the research vessel Hugh ti. ~ hauled in yellowfin tuna (ahi) at the rate 
of 29 fish per hundred hooks, according to the Service's Pacific Oceanic Fishery 
Investigations. 

The Hugh :tl. Smith, which had left on this cruise on August 20, was testing the 
theory that tuna should be abundant in a certain zone lying between the Equatorand 
the counter-equatorial current where the ocean circulation system creates what is 
known to oceanographers as a convergence. In convergences, the small sea life tends 
to collect, multiply, and provide food for the large fishes such as tunas. ~e 
equatorial convergence usually lies several degrees north of the Equator and shifts 
north or south from time to time depending on the winds. 

On this particular trip the vessel found the convergence between 1 0 and 6° N. 
of the Equator. Up to September 20 the vessel had put in 15 days of fishing in this 
zone at various places from Christmas Is2.and to 440 miles east of there and average 
13 tuna or about 1,600 pounds per 100 hooks per day. The record catch of 29 per 
hurxlred hooks was made 360 miles east of Christmas Island, the nearest island. 

For a given amount of fishing this area yielded over four times as much tuna 
as any place regularly fished commercially by tuna long lines, according to the 
Director of the Investigations. In Hawaii, where this type of fishing is called 
flag-lining, tne catch averages slightly over three tuna per hundred hooks, while 
in the western Pacific south of the Caroline Islands where the Japanese have the 
best result s, their average is also around three tuna per hundred hooks. 

These Hawaiian and Japanese catching rates can support a comnercial fishery 
only where fish prices are very high, as in Hawaii, or where fishermen'S wages are 
very low, as in Japan. The neWly-discovered grounds may be good enough to give a 
fishermen's wage that is adequate by American standards and yet produce the tuna at 
a low enough cost to use them for canning instead of restricting them to the high~ . 
priced fresh-market use. If so, there is a possibility of greatly expanding HawaJ.~ <: 

tuna. industry by fishing the convergence zone about 1,000 miles south of here. Thl 
would be only one-third as far as California tuna fishermen range from their OOme 
ports. 

The ~ ti. Smith continued fishing tests as far south as 50 below the Eqlator 

and then made an oceanographic survey on its way back to Honolulu. The vessel re
turned to Pearl Harbor on October 6. 

Long-line fishing gear, nets, sonic and electronic instruments thermaneters, 
t · ' sel wa er samplers, all played a part in the irwestigations carried out by the ves 

on this cruise. 

Records of the "scattering layer" were made with the sonic depth recorder whic 
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recordS a "false bottom" just below t he surface during darkness. This layer is ap
parently composed of countless living organisms which congregate thickly at night. 
£xactly what the layer is composed of is not known, but it probably contains large 
numbers of scpid, an important food of tunas. 

Water samples from the surface to over half~e depths were collected in 
"Nansen" bot tie s for chemical analysis. 

These and additional observati ons will be studied over a period of months in 
POFI'S Honolulu labore.tory in order t o urrlerstand more fully the occurrence and 
movEII1ents of tuna. 

Taking Cruise No. XI as a whole, long-line fishing was successful, the catch
ing rate for all stations being 9 tunas per hundred hooks, that for the lateral sta
tions at 20 N. being 14 tunas per hundred hooks, and at the best station 29 tunas 
per hundred hooks at 20 N. 1510 20' W. approximately 360 miles east of Christmas 
Island. The catches showed that : 

1. TUNA ABUNDANCE IN THE OPEN OCEAN IS TO A GREAT DEGREE DE
PENDENT ON THE OCEAN CIRCULATION, CATCHES BEING GREATEST 
IN THE ZONE OF WIND-DR IFT CONVERGENCE JUST NORTH OF THE 
EQUATOR. THE GEOGRAPH IC DISTRIBUTION IS NOT NOTICEABLY IN
FLUENCED BY THE DEPTH OF THE THERMOCLINE. CATCHES SOUTH OF 
THE EQUATOR WHERE THE TH ERMOCLINE WAS RELATIVELY DEEP, WERE 
SMALL. IN THE CONVERGENT ZONE WHERE THE THERMOCLINE IS ALSO 
RELATIVELY DEEP , CA TCHES WERE LARGE. 

2. WITHIN THIS RICH ZONE THERE IS NO INDICATION OF A GRADIENT 
IN TUNA ABUNDANCE WITH DISTANCE FROM SMA~L LAND MASSES. 
(HOWEVER, THE CATCHES ADJACENT TO ISLANDS ARE PROBABLY NOT 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TRUE T,UNA ABUNDAN~E DUE TO INTERFERENCE 
BY SHARKS. SHARKS TA KE UP HOOK SPACE, UNDOUBTEDLY STEAL 
BAIT AND TUNA FROM THE LINE, AND MAY INFLUENCE THE BEHAVIOR OF 
TUNA WH I CH ATTEMPT TO TAKE THE BAIT. ) 

3. TUNA CAUGHT NEAR CH RISTMAS ISLA ND WERE CONSIDERABLY SMALLER THAN 
THOSE CAUGHT AT OCEAN IC STATIONS. 

4 . WHEREAS THE HEAVY YELLOWFIN CATCHES WERE CONCENTRATED IN THE 
CONVERGENT ZONE , THE BIG- EYED TUNA CATCHES SUGGESTED A MORE 
UNIFORM NORTH-SOUTH D IST~I BUTION FOR THIS SPECIES. 

In addition, during this cruse two direct determinations of the depth of the 
main line in its natural position were accomplished. 

Wholesale an~ Retail Prices 

~WHOLESALE PRICES, AUGUST 1951: Good production of groundfish and ~iting in 
New l!.ngland liberal catche s of shrimn in the Gulf and South Atlantio, liberal land
ings in the' Chesapeake Bay area, am good stocks of canned tuna brought August prj cas 
for edible fishery products substantially below July levels. The wholesale over-all 
index for edible fish and shel lfish (fresh, frozen, and canned) for August was 103.5 
rercent of the 1947 average (see t able 1)-3.5 percent below the previous month and 
2.0 peroent lower than in August 1950, the fureau of La.bor Statistics of the Depart
ment of Labor reports. 

Drawn, dressed, or whole finfish August prices in general were slightly a~ve 
those quoted in July mainly due t o increasE'S in fresh or frozen salmo and 1ak 
fi h ' . f r fres~ drawn had-s. However, the l atter increases were offset by lower prlces 0 •. . 

dock and fresh or fro 2',en 'tTes tern halibut. Althou6h the dravm, dressed, or mole fH-
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fish subgroup index in August was 0.6 percent higher t han in July. it was stilll.S 
percent below August 1950. 

Tabla 1 - Wholes~le Averase Prices and I ndexes 'Of l"ish and Shellfieh , Au8ust 195I, WItli Com~.ti n IiiOta _ :::J 
GRO\lP , SUBGROUP AND ITEl1 SPECIFICATION If'OINT OF ffiI~'JN} UNIT AY!RA!}E ffiI CES I I nro ~.a.s 1947 . 10jj= 

(~::~rr~~:~: .~~ ......... ........... j .. ... ~: ~~~~. r.~~ .~~~~ .. ~ .. ~9.~. lAu8.. l951 Jull 1951 S:l!2. 
ALL FIS!! AND SHELLFISH 

103. 5 107 . 3 10M 
Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products: ....... ... ... ..... . . .. .. ..... . .... ..... ... . .... ........ .. 10~.~ lU4.~ 1~.2 

DraWIl, Dress ed, ~ lIbole Finfish: ........... .... .. .... ....... .. . ........... .. ...... .. . .. L2 . 0 . ~ 13.~_ 
Haddock. large. offshore, drawn, 
fresh ............................ Boston lb . . 10 . 10 . ll 107.6 108. 8 112. 0 

Halibut. Westorn, 20/80 lbs •• 
dressed, freSh or frozen ......... !New York City " .32 . 32 .38 93 . 3 93. 4 110. 0 

Salmon. king, 1ge. & mad • • 
.49 129.9 dressed, tresh or trozen ......... " " " " .53 . 52 127.5 119.4 

lIbitefish, mostly Lake Superior, 
drawn (dressed), tresh .. ....... .. Chicago · .47 .43 . 39 135 . 8 123. 6 112.0 

Whitefish, mostly Lake Erie pound 
!New York City net, round, tresh .... ............ · .51 .54 .49 115 . 8 122.1 UO.S 

Laks trout, domestic, mostly No . 1, 
. 53 ll6 .4 drawn (dressed), tresh ..... ...... Chicago · . 53 . 47 115. 5 103.5 

Yellow pike, mostly Michigan (Lakes 
. 56 141 .1 MichiS!!n &. Huron), round, fresh .. New York City " .60 . 57 132.3 130.2 

Processed, Fresh (Fish and Shellfish : ....................................... .... ... ..... .~ . ~ ~~ ... 94.2 
Fi llets, iiii'ddock -;Biiiau, skins on, 

20- lb. tins . ..................... Boston lb. .28 . 28 . 25 100.6 99.2 90.9 
Shr imp, 1ge. (26 - 30 count), head-

1995, tresh or frozen ............. New York City " . 53 .59 . 64 76 . 5 85.0 92.9 
Oysters ""ucked standards ....... Norfolk area ' 1Uti. 4.88 4.55 3.95 120 . 0 112 . 0 97.2 

f:'g--Processed, Frozen l.Fish and She llfish ; ............ .................. ........... ..... ... ... YY.I:I 10~.B 102. 
Fillets: F'IOuIider-ry.-rlowtaill. 

skinless, 10-lb. bxs. .. Boston lb • .42 . 42 . 35 135 . 6 135.6 ill. 4 
Haddock, small, 10-lb. 

cello-pask ............. " · .24 . 24 . 26 106 . 3 109 . 7 115.7 
Ocean perch (roset1sh) , 

10- lb. cello-pack ...... Gloucester " .23 . 22 . 22 114 . 4 109.8 112.2 
Shrimp, 1ge. (26-30 count) , 5-lb. . 
bxs. .. .. ......................... Ch1csl!Q " .57 . 63 . 64 82 . 5 91.7 92. 0 

~F1shery~: ........................................................ ..... ... ... 103 . • 111.5 106. 3 
Salmon, pink, No . 1 tall (16 oz.), 

48 Cans per C899 ..... .............. Seattle case 20 . 61 23.64 20 . 88 134. 9 154.1 136.1 
Tuns, light meat, solid pack, No. t 

tuns (7 oz.) , · 48 cans per C889 ..... Los Angeles · 12.75 12.95 14.. 94 82 . 9 84. 3 97.2 
Sardines (pilchards) , California, 

tomato peck, No . 1 oval (15 oz.), 
48 cans per case ................... " . " 6.75 6.85 6. 13 75 . 5 76.6 08.5 

Sar1inez J l1aine , keyla s s Oil , No . J. , 
dra"m (3!-- oz .) 100 cans .!ler case .. New York City " 7.46 6. 93 6 . 13 73 . 2 67.9 60.1 

Due principally to irereased landings i n the South Atlantic States, fresh head
less shrimp in August sold at prices considerably lower (10 percent ) than in July 
and l?? percent lower than during August 1950. However, this decline was offset 
to a c ertain extent by higher prices for fresh haddock fillets and shucked ~te~. 
Fresh processed fish and shellfish prices this August were 1 .0 per cent below the 
corresponding month last year and 2 . 2 percent lower than in July this year. 

From July to August frozen headless shrimp prices also declined 10 percent, and 
f rozen haddock fillet s dropped 3.1. On the other hand, f rozen ocean perch fillets 
rose 4.2 percent during the same period, while frozen flounder fillets r~nOO 
steady. The processed frozen fish and shellfish index for August was 3.0 percent 
lower than in the same month a year ago and 3 .9 percent below July. 

Except for canned Maine sardines, all items under the canned fishery products 
subgroup dropped below July l evels . In anticipation of the new pack, canned pink 
salmon prices dropped 12 . 5 percent from July to August and 0 . 9 percent below the 
same period last year . Canned t una. prices continued to drop and in August were re
ported 1.? percent lower than in July and 14.7 percent below August 1950. canned 
California sardines also sagged 10.2 percent below August 1950 and 1.4 percent ~
low July t his year . Since 'the Maine sardine pack to date has been a complete {all
ure, prices for t his product rose 7.8 percent fran July to August and were 21.8 per-
cent higher than in August 1950. The August index for canned fishery products sank 
7 .3 percent below July and was 2.7 percent below the s ame month in 1950. 
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RETAIL PRICES, AUGUST l221.: Average retail prices nt>; d for aU food b d 
b f '1' d r-- s ymo er-

ate-income ur an amJ.. 1.es ecreased.3 percent during the period July 15-August 15 
1951. The U. S. Department of Labor I s Bureau of Labor Statistics reported the in-' 
dex for all foods on August 15 as 227.0 percent of the 1935-39 average sane 8 1 
percent higher than the corresponding period of 1950 (see table 2).' • 

Fresh, frozen and can
ned fish and shellfish re
tail prices during the mid
Ju1y-mid-August period were , 
17.7 percent higher than the ~ 
corresponding period of 1950, .~ 
but only. 9 percent above the 
previous 30-day period of 
this year. Chiefly respon
sible for the higher retail 
prices paid for all fish and 
shellfish is the increase in 
fresh and frozen fish prices. 
Jar the 30-day period end
ing August 15 t average fresh 
~d frozen fish prices at 
..retail were 292.5 percent 
o()f the 1938-39 base--1.5 

-- .- .... 

MODERN RETAIL FISH COUNTER . 

~rcent higher than the mid-June to mid-July average and 7.2 percent above the Au
.gust 15, 1950,8verage. 

Canned pink salmon prices declined for the second time in 1951 with the index 
at 508.2 percent of the 1938-39 base for the period July 15-August 15. This is a 
.2 percent decrease as compared with the previous 30-day average t but still 42.0 
~rcent above the mid-August 1950 index of 357.9. 

Table 2 - Adjusted Retail Prices Indexes for Foods and Fishery Products, 
August 15. 1951. with Comparative Data 

Item Base I N D E X E S 

l!i~ foods ••••••••••••••••• 
AuS·15.1951 Jul~ 15.1951 Aug.15.1950 

1935-39 = 100 227.0 227 . 7 209.9 
1 fish and shellfish 
(fresh, frozen, &. canned) do 356.4 353 302.8 

~eSh and frozen fish ••••• 1938-39 :& 100 292.5 288.1 272.8 
-anned salmon: pink •••••• do 508.2 509.2 357.9 

Economic Cooperation Administration Program Notes 

PURCHASE AUTHORIZATIONS IN:;LUDE FISHING VESSEL EQUIFMENT E2E. INJJCC~NA ; On 
. uly 18 the Economic Cooperation Administration annoUl':Ced, among other 1. terns, tha~ 
~-t has issued purchase authorizations of $5, (X)() for Indochina to be used for obta1.n
n. ng equipnent for use in developing fisheries. 

FISHING VESSELS ~ EQUIFMENl' AUTHORIZATIOO ~ 'IDAILAND: purchase approval s 
d authorizations for fishing vessels and equipnent for Thailand were announce:t by 

lte,Economic Cooperation Adrnimstration on August3. Thailand has an &:A author1.
;atlon tor $68,000 to be used for purchases in Japan, and one for ~35,OOO for JllI'

ases in the United States and Possessions and Japan. The money 1.S to be spen~ 
or fiShing vessels I equipment (ireluding refrigeration plants), and for modermz
l!'lg the market at Bangkok. 




