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IMPORTED FISHERY PRODUC'lS ESSENI'IAL TO THE UNITED STATES: Imported articles 
(necessities and semi-necessities) which are not produced in the United states or 
for which the United States is dependent on foreign sources include certain fishe 
products, according to the March 26 issue of the Foreign Comnerce Weekly issued by 
the U. S. Department of Ccmnerce. Below are listed the value of the 1950 imports 
of fishery products essential to the United States an:1 the percentage supplied by 
the principal countries: 

Sperm oil ••••••• 

Agar •••••• •••••• 

Cod-liver oil ••• 

The United States was able to produce the necessary requirements of agar duri 
World War II. 

NATIONAL PRODJCTION AUTHORITY 

INTENSIFIED MEASURES TO ASSURE CCEPLIAN;E wrm RE<m.ATIOOS: Intensified meas· 
ures to assure compliance with regulations of the National Production Authority, 
u. S. Department of Commerce, were announced April 11 by the Administrator of NPA. 

They will include an expansion of irxiustry surveys and spot checks on canpli
ance ~ vigorous prosecution of willful violators, and broadening of NPA' s c~pera
tive efforts to assist industry in confonning with the agercy's regulations. 

NPA will soon begin a compliance survey of a cross-section of each industry 
affected by NPA controls, covering 25 business concerns in each field and includin 
large, medium, and small enterprises on a broad basis of geographic distribution. 

When deliberate violations are found, the NPA will refer the cases to the !)a

partment of Justice for prompt and vigorous prosecution. 

***** 
SULFURIC lliQ. PLACED ~ LOOTED ALLOCATIOO: Sulfuric acid was placed uI)ieJ 

limited allocation on April 18 by the National Production Authority. 
NOTE: COPI ES OF REGULATIONS, NOTI CES, PRESS RELEASES, ETC., ISSUED BY THE NPA ARE AVAILABLE 

FROM THE NAT I ONAl PRODUCT I ON AUTHOR I TV, DEPARTMENT OF COMM ERCE WASH I NGTON 25 D. c., oR 
FROM DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FIELD OFFICES. ' , 
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Specific authorization ~ NPA to deliver or use sulfuric acid is required by 
the new order (Schedule 3 to Order M-45, dated April 17, 1951) only in the states 
of' Washington, Oregon, California, Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, 
Wyadng, Idaho, and Montana. 

The order directs purchasers of sulfuric acid in all States to certify to 
suppliers the end-uses to which the chemical would be pIt. Suppliers are required 
to report to NPA (on Fonn NPAF-47) their custcmers, quantities ordered, and end
uses certified. Filing date is the 10th day of the month before the proposed de
livery month. 

Purchasers of 60 tons of sulfuric acid a month or less are eXEIIlpted fran the 
order. 

There is a national shortage of sulfuric acid, NPA said. It is particulArly 
serious in the 11 Far Western states, making it necessary for NPA to set up alloca
tion controls for equitable distribution of sulfuric acid in the region. 

Two factors are responsible for the region's shortage: lack of adequate pro
ductive capacity to meet local needs and difficulty in transporting sulfuric acid 
fran plants in other parts of the country • 

. The sulfuric acid order sets up a reporting mechanism for suppliers in all 
states so that the agency can obtain a national erxi-use pattern and devise an ult.i
mate method of national. control. 

Sulfuric acid is used directly or indirectly in nearly all industrial proc
esses, including food testing and processing, and in the production of certain 
fishery byproducts 0 

It is unierstood that NPA hopes to be able to approve all requests for quan
tities of sulfuric acid for ' sale to small users-firms purchasing less than 60 tons 
per month-since the amount required for these users will be only a small percent
age of the total supply. 

***** 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND OPERATING SUPPI.IES CRDER AMENDED: Certain scarce 

materiala have been removed fran the list of products wch rusiness finns, insti
tutions, and goverrment agencies obtain by using a defense order rating (DO-97) 
for maintenance, repair, and operating (MRO) supplies , ani minor capital additions , 
the National Production Authority announced April 16. 

NPA said the action was necessary to insure an orderly flow of certain mate
rials to the defense effort and to essential civilian production needs. 

In accordance with the provisions of Regulation 4 (MRO) as ameooed April 16, 
the 00-97 rating may not be applied or extended in obtaining the following mate
rials: 

1. ALL BASIC, ORGAN IC OR INORGANIC CHEMICALS, THEIR INTERMEDIATES 
AND OERIVATIVES OTHER THAN COMPOUND END-PRODUCTS NOT CUSTOMARI Y 
SOLD AS CHEMICALS. 

2. ITEMS APPEARING IN LIST A OF NPA ORDER M-47, AS THE SAME ~AY BE 
AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME (NONE DIRECTLY USED N THf FISHING AND 
ALLIED INDUSTRIES). 
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3. NYLON FIBERS AND YARNS. 

4. PACKAGING MATERIALS AND CONTAINERS. 

5. PAINT, LACQUER, AND VARNISH. 

6. PAPER AND PAPER PRODUCTS. 

7. PAPERBOARD AND PAPERBOARD PRODUCTS, 

8. PHOTOGRAPHIC FILM. 

9. RAILS, TIE PLATES, TRACK SPIKES, SPLICE BARS, RAIL JOINTS, 
FROGS, AND SWITCHES. 

10. RUBBER TIRES AND TUBES. 

Vol. 13, NO.5 

Further changes in Regulation 4 are being considered, in addition to this 
amendment, but it is not expected that the additional changes will affect the list 
of items given above and now excluded. 

The 00-97 rating continues in use for all other MRO supplies (except those 
specifically mentioned in the above list) and minor capital adclitloIlS a8 provided 
for in Regulation 4 as amended. Such DO rating shall be aj)plied by plaCing on the 
order for MRO or minor capital additions the symbol "OO--9Tt together with thewords 
"Certified under NPA Reg. 4 " and signed as prescribed in section 8 of NPA Reg. 2. 
This certification shall constitute a representation to the supplier and to the 
NPA that the person making it is authorized under the provisions of this regulation 
to use the rating to obtain the materials covered by the order. 
NOTE: A LSO SEE COMMERC I A L FISHER I ES REV lEW, MARCH 1951, PP ~ 46-7; DECEMBER 1950, PP. 60- 1; 

NOVEMBER 1950, P. 83. 

***** 

CAN MANUFACTURERS REPORT PARTIAL SUCCESS IN CONVERTING FACILITIES TO SOIDER 
BLACKPLATE: Can manufacturers met on March 27"With the National ProductloiliU-"" 
thority and reported partial success in converting facilities for soldering tin 
plate and terneplate so that the facilities can be used to solder blackplate. 

Technical problems encountered by sane members of the Can Manufacturers IndllB
try Advisory Conunittee delayed ccmpletion of conversion beyond March 31, rut by 
June all members expected to have finished converting. 

Blackplate cans (often used for dry food pack) are made of ~oated black 
iron; terneplate cans have a combination of lead and tin on blackplate and ~ 
used for nonfood containers, such as oil cans; tin plate, normally used both in 
food and nonfood containers, has a coating of tin on blackplate. 

Producers were reported reluctant to go ahead with the erection of plants for 
the chemical treatment of blackplate (substitute for tin plate) because of the un
certainties of its commercial future when tin again canes into sufficient 8U~Y' 

Experiments wi. th the electrolytic coating of .20 tin (pounds of tin psr base 
box of plate) were described by one manufacturer as showing no particular prodUc
tion difficulty. It. is not known, however, how satisfactorily such cans willstand 
up under actual pack conditions. 

***** 
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l"ISHING TACKLE INDUSTRY REQ,UESTS RELIEF ~ ~ ME.'TALS RllnULATIONS: Mem
bers of the Fishing Tackle Industry Advisory Conm1ttee on March 26 asked the Na
tional Production AUthority for relief from NPA regulations on basic metals, to 
keep their industry operating through the transition from civilian to defense pro
duction. 

NPA told the conmi ttee that the industry may be afforded some relief through 
a controlled materials plan under consideration. 

Industry manbers advised NPA that continued unavailability of steel, aluminum, 
copper, and nickel, plus the fact that the industry generally has not yet received 
defense contracts has caused the industry serious concern. Comnittee members urged 
that the essentiality of their industry to health, noncoomercial food supply, and 
recreation be considered. 

The camnittee said the in;iustry is unable to substitute to any substantial de
gree because of difficulty in obtaining materiels such as fibre glass and split 
canes for rods and plastics for handles. 

&t!. 
~ 

Economic Stabilization Administration 
OFFICE OF PRICE STABILIZATION 

Q.QbQ STORAGE INDUSTRY HEqJESTS ~ CEILrnG ~ REGULATION: The Cold Stor
age Industry Advisory Committee has asked the Office of Price Stabilization to 
write a new Ceiling Price Regulation which would provide the industry with a method 
of seeking price adjustments where cost increases cannot be absorbed, according to 
an April 3 OPS news release. 

The industry now is under the General Ceiling Price Regulation (OCPR), which 
froze prices at the highest level they r eached between December 19, 1950, and Jan
uary 25, 1951. The GCPR now makes 00 provision for individual price adjustments. 

The irrlustry men told OPS that some cold storage ccmpanies were caught in a 
price squeeze by the GCPR. They said any new price regulation should allow adjust
ments for these so-called "hardship cases." other finns currently are negotiating 
new labor contracts arrl it is possible that wage increases will be too big to be 
absorbed in full frem existing profit s , they said. 

In addition, the- industry representatives pointed out that the GePR fails to 
provide for price adjustments for long-t em contracts entered into before the gen
eral price freeze last January. They said this should be corrected in the new reg
ulation. 

Indications were however that few pr ice increases would result from the 
issuance by OPS of a ;pecially'deSigred price regulation for tll3 cold storage in
dustry. 

ops officials agreed to study the industry's problan and appointed an indus
try subcamUttee, which will supply OPS with pertinent cost-profit data on the in
dustry. 

***** 
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ENFORCElmNT ACTIVITIES TO BE AIIIDITSTERED FRCM WASHINGl'OO HEA~J.RTl!'M1 The 
Office of Price StabilizationonMarch 26 abolished enforcement acUtiee in the 
13 regional offices to improve efficiency by establiehing direct contact bet_en 
Washington headquarters and t..OO enforcement operations in the di.trict attic ... 

Under the new arrangement, which ie based on the succeseful operation or the 
Federa l Bureau ot Investigation, district enforcement office 8 will report directl)" 
to Washington, and will take their instructiol'l.':l anj orders fran national headquar
ters, rather than having them relayed through the regional set-upe. 

The bffices ot regional directors for enforcement will be 
stead a chief iruspector and several assistant i..Mpectors will 
regional office. 

aboli8hed, and 11.
nsmed r or each 

They will be concerned with inspection and gereral rt!ports of operations in 
the districts under their region, and will be j ointly responsible to Wuhington 
a nd to the regional director. 

The district offices will each have a district enforcement director am at 
many assistants as are needed. The district enforcement director ldll report di
rectly to Washington. 

.. ........ 
HIGHER FREI(}f1' COOTS IQ. BE ABSORBED BY SELLERS I An inteqretation covering 

pennissible additions to ceiling prices based on recent higher freight costa was 
issued by the Office of Price Stabilization on April 9. Interpretation 1 follon: 

Interpretation 1 
General Ceiling Price Regulation 

APR t, 1~1 

TinE 32A-NATIONAL DEFENSE, below, absorb a ny Increases In transpor- t 0 b price adjusted tor the actual c 
APPENDIX ta tion costs. Thus a seller who sold to ot m kin 'del very to each IndlVld' 

all buyers at the sa me delivered price, purcha er , the 5eller may paM on 
Chapter III- Office of Price Stabiliza- or who had dl1ferent delivered prices In crea In transportation costa act 

tion, Economic Stabilization Agency dIfferen t zones which do not correspond incurred However, this method of co 
wi th the precise dlfference In transporta- puling the base period deUVery 

(GeneraJ. CeUlng Price Regulation, Uon costs Incurred by the seller for de- must have been objectively estab 
Inter pretation I J llvery to each such zone, must absorb In- to purchasers, as where thesellerolle 

OCPR, INT. I-INCREASES IN TRANSPORTA- creases In transportation . both a delivered and an f o. b. pnc:e 
TION COSTS ( ~ ) If the seller sold t o. b In the base dl.trerence being the actual traJ!SPO 

In order to clarify the situation with period, adding on only actual transpor- l ion costs, or where the seller quoted 
regard to the general increase in freight t atlOn costs , lncreases In outbound trans- blUed actual lransportaUon chlJ'l~ 
rates recently authorized by the ICC, the portaUon costs actually Incurred by the arately, or where the delivered P 
Ofilce of Price Stablllzation has issued seller may properly be passed on to the vaned In each locallty preciselY by 
the following rules for determinng pu:-chaser. difference In actual cost of t~ 
whether a seller under the General Cell- ~d Where the seller In the base period Hon Incurred by the seller for d 
ing Price Regulation may pass on to his quo an f . o. b. price, plus a "trans- to the several localities. . e 
buyers increases in transportation costs : fiortat;on c~~rge" , but such " transporta- (e) If the seller sold only at de~v 

(1) Increases in inbound transporta- on c arge did not represent the ac- prices in the base period and DOW 

tion costs, incurred by the seller in ob- ~~~~;r:~~h::~tion cost Incurred by the to shift to f. o. b, prices, the seller lD 
taining delivery from h is supplier. canno inte ' t . e, for the purpose ot this reduce his ceiling prices, as estabUSh 
be added to the seller 's ceiling prices. rpre atlOn, Is considered as falling for sales on a delivered })aSls In tbe 
The seller must absorb all such increases. within paragraph (a) above and the period by the amount of each P 

(2) Increases in outbound transporta- seller must therefore absort.1 any in- chaser:s actual treight cost. 
ti~m costs on shipment by the seller to crease in transportation costs, as pro- ~ 
hiS customers: . vided in paragraph (a) . HARoLD nsel 

(a) If the ~eller during the base period (d) If the seller sold at a delivered elliel COUizati~n 
quoted a delivered price he must, sub- price during the base period but such Office 01 Price stabil 
ject to the exceptions in paragraph (d) price was computed on the basis of an APRIL 9, 1951 

*** .... 
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REPORTS OF CEILING PRICE VIOLATIONS TO BE IWVESTlGATED: Teams of enforcement 
officers of the O'f"fi~of Price StabilizatioIihave been ordered into several cities 
to investigate reports of ceiling price violat ions in three industry fields, the 
ore Office of Enforcement said on April 16. 

Investigators from Washington headquarters are aiding local enforcement offi
cials in Chicago, Kansas City, Houston, Dallas, Omaha, and Columbus and soma areas 
of New Jersey. They are checking into violation reports in scrap steel, autombiles. 
and food. 

The men will spend several days in a concentrated check of reports of ceiling 
violations, and will report their findings to Washington. 

* * * * * 
Q!] 1 (RETAIL CEILING PRICES FOR CERTAIN CONStMER GOODS) AMENDED: An Amend

ment 2 to Ceiling Price Regulation 7 (Retail Ceiling Prices for Certain Consumer 
Goods) was issued on April 5 by the Office of Price Stabilization. This Amendment 
adds various categories of articles to the coverage of the Regulation. Among the 
numerous items listed are the following of interest to the fishing am allied in
dustries: 

Category 92l-5porting Goods: fishing tackle; fishing rods; 
and other fishing accessories. 

Under various OPS regulations increases in ceiling prices may be provided for 
manufacturers and wholesalers, all or part of which retailers may be permitted to 
pass on to their purchasers. This amendment adds to the regulation a provision 
which requires the retailer to determine his ceiling price on the basis of the basic 
price ani pennits him to add· to his price so determined the portion of the increase 
granted his supplier 'I1hich the regulation granting the increase designates as a 
"permitted increase. II 
NOTE: SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, MARCH 1951, P. 50. 

***** 
FATTY ACIDS CEILING-PRICE REGULATION PROVISIONS DISCll3SJ:D: Members of the 

FattyAcIds Industry Advisory Conmittee met on April 27 to c!iscuss with the Office 
of Price Stabilization provisions to 'De included in a proposed specifiC ceiling 
price regulation c overing fatty acids. 

Among the things discussed were the camnodities to be covered by th~ proposed 
r~gulation, whether to stipulate delivered or f.o.b. produce~s plant prlc~s. quar.
hty and container differentials, ani the means of describing the ccmnodihes to be 
inclUded. 

. OPS also stated that the proposed ceiling prices woold be derived from the 
ceiling prices of the principal raw materials used. Ceiling price regulations or 
fish oil and glycerine are now umer consideration. 
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Department of the Interior 
DEFENSE FISHERIES ADMINISTRATION 
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ALASKA SAIMON CONCENTRATION ORDER NOT TO BE INSTITUTED IN 12.ll: Secretary of 
the Interior Oscar L. Chapnan announced on April 16 that the proposed salmon con
centration program in Alaska woold not be instituted during the 1951 packing seaso 

The decision waa reached on the basis of reccmnendatioro by Maurice Rattray, 
Deputy Administrator of the Defense Fisheries Administration, who conducted a ser 
ies of hearings in Seattle in March to investigate the situation. 

Rattray explained that because sUPFlies ani materials have, for the most part 
already been procured for the 1951 season, DFA officials feel that the savings in 
materials and manpower which would result from the concentration plan might rot b 
sufficient to justify the· cost and additional personnel necessary for DFA to admi 
ister and supervise the proposed order. 

The proposed plan involved the raCking of salmon in les8 than the total. numbe 
of existing Alaska plants and would have limited the total units of fishing geari 
operation. The program was proposed to save critical materials, manpower, andship 
ping space. 

An expamed concentration plan, however J will be cons ide red f or the 1952 sea 
son, and area criteria s:imilar to those proposed for 1951 are expected to be used 
in fixing the amount of plants and gear to be utilized, according to Rattray. Thi 
plan, he said, would depend entirely upon the state of the emergercy existing ear 
in 1952. 

If critical materials am manpower are deemed to ~ in short supply early in 
1952, the Defense Fisheries Administration will expect the cam;ed salmon industry 
and the fishennen to do their part to effect econany in their operations. It woul 
be inconsistent with the intent and pn-pose of the Defense Production Act to con
template, in any of the fishing areas of Alaska, the use of either materials or 
manpower greatly in excess of the amount needed to produce a maximum production 0 

canned salmon. 

***** 
FISHERY ADVISORY ~ ~ '..rI'lH DFA OFFICIALS: Declaring that "food is as 

essential as guns in the mobilization program, am fish is an lmportant se~ent 0 

food," Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapnan opened a two-day meeting in Was 
ington, D. C., on April 16, of representatives of the camnercial fishing industry 
who were called to Washington to confer with officials of the Defense Fisheries A 
ministration and other Government agencies. 

The meeting was held under the joint auspices of the Defense Fisheries Admin· 
istration of the Department of the Interior, the Office of Price Stabilization, 
the Department of Agriculture for the plrpose of exchanging infonnation anddiscus 

ing problems of maintaining a high production of seafood des pi te shortages of mat 
rials and manpowe~. 

Established recently as the Irxiustry Advisory Canmittee for Fresh ani Frozen 
Fish by the three Goverrment agencies J the industry members are representative ve: 
sel owners and wholesale fish dealers frem all the lmportant fish-producing area., 
of the country who deal principally vd.th fish in the fresh and frozen stages. 
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The meeting was devoted to production problems; a discussion of the general 
agriculture situati?n and the program being follovred as a means to increase pr0-
duction of most agr1.cul tural canrnodi ties; an examination of the possible military 
requi~ments for fis~ during the cc:m:U;g year; . the present aspects of the manpower 
situat1.on; the funct1.on of the Select1.ve Serv1.ce System and the possibilities of 
obtaining deferments for fishermen in critical occupations; methods of adjusting 
wage rates controlled under the January 25 freeze order; a discussion of shortages 
of materials and priorities assistance as well as the possible impact of a con
trolled materials plan on the fishing industry; a discussion of the probability of 
increased imports of many varieties of fish; and a discussion of price controls on 
fresh and frozen fish. 

Interstate Commerce Commission 
DECISION CONTINUES EXmPI'ION OF MANY TRtK:KS CARRTING FRESH AND FROZEN FISH: 

On April 13 the Interstate CanmerceCcmnission reaffirmed its deCISion of Septem
ber 23, 1949, in its docket MC89207, better known as the ''Monark Egg Case." 

This decision confirms broad exemptions from the Interstate Commerce Act to 
trucks transporting fresh and frozen fish. Shipnents of these products may con
tinue to be made in trucks which will be subject to only a minimum of regulation 
in the fom of safety requirements with respect to equipnent, brakes, lights, and 
with respect to hours of service. Trucks carrying fresh ani frozen fish, provided 
these trucks do not carry for canpensation any passengers and property other than 
exempt property as defined in Section 203 (b) (6) of the Interstate Commerce Act , 
will continue to be exempt fran regulations of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
which require that they obtain permits or licenses from the Canmission, file sched
ules of tariffs, etc. 

***** 
INCREASED EXPRESS CHARGES AUlliORIZED: On April 13, 1951, the Interstate Com

merce Commission authorized the Railway Express Agency to increase their charges 
on the majority of less-than-carload shipnents, including fish and shellfish ship
ments. The increase authorized amounts to 20 cents per shipnent. Present infor
mation indicates that this increase will become effective May 3. 

The authorization is made on an interim basis pending the Commission's final 
~ecision in Ex Parte 177 wherein the Railway Express Agency is asking for changes 
l.n their rates and charges which will drastically affect vari ous segments of the 
fishery industry. Further hearings were scheduled for this docket during April and 
May in various regions of the United States. 

***** 
FISH MEAL NOT SUBJECT TO R.A.IlROAD LOADING REgUIR.El1ENTS: In the interest of 

more illicrent ii'ITlization of freight cars in the transportation of grain products 
and byproducts (including fish meal, fish roe meal, and/or fi~h scrap m~al), the 
In~ersta te Commerce Commiss ion on A priJ 3 issued Revised Serv1.ce ar:ter No. 87~ 
which specifies certain requirements for loading byproducts and gra1.ns. Carne~s 
~ere authorized not to accept or ship any carload shipnent of byproduc~s ?r gralll 
ln a freight car unless one of the following requirements had been sat1.sf1.ed: the 
quantity equals or exceeds the marked weight capacity of a car; loading has been 
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carried out to an elevation not lower than 2.4 inches frem the ceiling ot the car 
at its side walls; for packaged products. in straight or mixed carloada. a weight 
of not less than 60 000 pounds is loaded j or loading has been perfonned to tuU 
visible capacity. These particular regulations became effective April 9, 1951, 
and were to expire on September 15. 

However, the Commission on April 18 amended these regulations and granted e.rw 
railroad corrmon carrier, subject to the Interstate COITIIlerce Act, permission to dis
regard tile provisions of Revised Service Order No . 874 "insofar as it applies to 
any shipnent of fish meal, fish roe meal, and/or fish scrap meal because said can
modities are listed as inflamnable solids in Explosives aOO ~ngeroua Articles Tar
iffs and tend to heat and burn when confined." This general pennit became effec
tive on April 19, 1951, and shall expire on September 15, 1951 . Therefore, th" 
loading requirements for freight cars listed in Revised Service Order No. 874 do 
not apply to fish meal, fish roe meal, and/or fish scrap meal . 

Department of State 
FISHERIES NOT TO BE SP~IFICALLY INCLUDED IN JAPANESE PEACE TREATY: With ref

erence to the pt:;'posedJapanese Peace Treaty and peace in the Pacific , the Depart
ment of State reports that John Foster Dulles at the Fiftieth Armivereary O1.nner 
of Whittier College at Los Angeles, California, on March 31, made the fo1l~ 
comments with reference to fisheries: 

"It has been suggested, particularly along the Pacific 
coast, that the treaty of peace might itself attempt penna
nently to regulate the problem of Japanese participation in 
high-seas fisheries. To attempt that woold almost surely 
postpone indefinitely both the conclusion of peace and the 
obtaining of the results which are desired. 

"There is, I believe, a considerable possibUity of 
agreement between the United States and Japanese fishing 
interests. However, the treaty of peace is not a treaty 
merely between the United States and Japan; it is a treaty 
which we hope will be signed by all of the fifty-three 
allies . Most of these nations have their Olm fishing 
problems and their own theories of solution, lIhich differ 
widely. No quick results can be won by attempting to 
make the peace treaty into a universal convention on high
seas fishing. 

''When I was in Japan, the Prime Minister advised me 
that the Japanese Goverrment stood ready to negotiate fish
eries agreements as soon as peace restores to Japan the 
possibility of independent sovereign action. He said that 
in the meantime the Japanese Goverrment would prohibit 
Japanese nationals and Japanese vessels fram going into 
conserved fisheries in all waters, and he mentioned spe
cifically those off the coasts of the United States, 
Canada and Alaska. 

"The _Japanese now see the importance of avoiding 
practices which in the past brought Japan much ill will, 
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and if we can hold to our tentative time-table, there 
can, I believe, be an early and equitable settlemant 
of this thorny problem. N 

NOTE: SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES~, MARCH 1951, PP. 30-2. 

***** 
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TERMINATION OF TRADE AGREEMENT ~ ~ RICA: Representatives of the Gov
ernment of the United States of America and the Government of Costa. Rica exchanged 
notes on April 3 providing for termination of the trade agreement between the two 
Goverrments signed November 28, 1936, and effective August 1937, a State Depart
ment release announced on April 4. The trade agreement will cease to be in force 
on and after June 1, 1951, and the Costa Rican importations of certain fishery pro
ducts are affected. 

In October 1948, Costa Rica applied an exchange surcharge on imports of prod
ucts appearing in two lists of i terns considered to be less essential than items 
not so listed. The stated p.1rpOSe of this action was to improve the country's for
eign-exchange position by curtailing imports, particularly from the United States. 

Since the two lists included most of the items on which concessions were 
granted to the United States in the trade agreement" the United States protested 
the application of the exchange surcharge as being in violation of Article I of 
the agreement. This article provides that scheduled items shall be exempt fram 
all charges other or higher than those specified in the agreement. The United 
States made its protest in December 1948, but during 1949 Costa Rica took no 
action to correct this violation of the agreement. 

In an exchange of notes on April 4, 1950, the U. S. agreed to a waiver of 
Article I, effective April 1, 1950, for a period of one year. During that year, 
Costa Rica was expected to solve its financial difficulties so as not to con
flict with Article I. The Costa Rican Government has indicated that it will be 
unable to remove the exchange surcharges which necessitated the waiver in the 
foreseeable future. The two Governments, therefore, agreed to a joint tenuina
tion of the trade' agreement effective June 1, 1951-

In the trade agreement, Costa Rica in 1937 granted reductions and bindings 
on a wide range of agricultural and industrial products. The Costa Rican cus
tans duties which will be applied to these items after termination of the trade 
agreement have not been announced. 

The commodities covered by the trade agreement of concern to fishery interests 
with the rate of duty applicable under it are as follows: 

COSTA RICAN TARIFF 
ITEM NUMBER 
EX 118 

DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES 
CANNED SALMON, CANNED MACKEREL, CANNED SHELL

FISH, PREPARED OR PRESERVED IN ANY FORM, AND 
CANNED SARDINES, PREPARED OR PRESERVED IN 
TOM~TO, MUSTARD OR OTHER SAUCES. 

MAXIMUM RATES OF OUTY IN 
COSTA RICAN COLON~ 

0.50 COLON PER GROSS 
KI Loll 

The United States bound on its free list turtles, but the status of this item. 
Will be unchanged since it is bourrl free in a~ther agreement with the United King
dom, under the provisions of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

The Governments of Costa Rica and the United States are considering the possi
£i.1ityof negotiating a comprehensive treaty of friendship, corranerce, and navigation. 
lIAPPROXIMATELY 4 U.S. CENTS PER POUND BASED ON THE CONTROLLED RATE OF EXCHANGE OF ONE 

COSTA RICAN COLON EQUALS 17.64 U.S. CENTS. 



68 CCl1MERCIAL FISHERIES REVI&1 Vol. 1.3, Ro.· 5 

Eighty-Second Conqress (First SessIOn) 

APRIL 1951 

Listed below are public bills and resolutions introduced and referred to can
mittees, or passed by the Eighty-Secorxl Congress (First Session) a:n signed by the 
President that affect in any way the fisheries and allied industrl.es. PublicbilL 
and resol~tions are shown in this section only when introduced and if I2flSaed when 
they are signed by the President. The more pertinent reports, hearings, or chambe 
actions on sane of the bills shown in this section from month to month are al.eo 
listed. 

~ AND RESOLUTIONS lllTRODUCED: 

Aid to Underdeveloped Foreign~: 1!.j!. n2!t 
(Meader) - A bill for the establishment of a commis
sion on aid to underdeveloped foreign areas; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Collisions at Sea Regulations: 1!. n. 3670 
(Hart) - A bill to authorize the President to pr0-

claim regulations for preventing collisions at sea; 
to the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

Ccmnercial Fisheries Activities Transfer: H. R. 
3682 (Dawson) - A bill to expam the activities ot-the 
Department of Camnerce in accordance with the reccm
memations of the Ccmnission on Organization ot the 
Ex-lcutive Branch of the Goverrment; to the Ccmnittee 
on Interstate and Foreign Ccmnerce. (Includes the 
transfer to the Secretary of COIIIIIerce ot nall !unc
tions of the Secretary of the Interior and the De
partment of the Interior in relation to CClllllere1al 
fisheries .n) 

Defense Production ~ Amendment: §.. U2Z 
(~Iaybanld - A bill to amend the Defense Production 
Act of 1950, and for other purposes; to the Cammlt
tee on Banking and Currency. 

Also: [.~. 1§11 (Spence) ••• 

Interior Appropriations: !!.. 11. B2Q (Kirwan) -
A bill making appropriations for the Deparbnent ot 
the Interior for the fiscal year ending June 30,1952, 
and f or other purposes; to the Committee of the Whole 
House ort the State of the Union. (Includes appropri
ations for the Fish am Wildlife Service.) 

Inspection of Steam and Internal-<:anbustion 
Engine ~ Vessels: §.. 1286 (Capehart) - A bill 
to amend the act of June 20, 1936, so as to broaden 
the application of laws governing the inspection ot 
steam vessels to vessels propelled by internal-eam
bustioD engines; to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

Inspection 2f ~ Propelle~_~.Gaa, Fluid, 
~afhtha, ~ Electric Motors: !!.. 1!. ~f1Shelly) _ 

bill to provide that certain vessels propelled by 
gas, fluid, naphtha, or electric motors shall be sub
ject to certail'l la\vs relating to the inspection am 
personnel of steam vessels; to the COCIIlIittee on Mer
cpant Marine and Fi3heries. 

Shrimp Import Duty: [.~. ~ (Bentsen) _ A 
bill to provide for an ai!l. valgrem duty on the impor
tation of shrimp; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also: [.~. 2221 (Lyle) ••• 
[. ~. lli2. (Thar.pson of Texas) ••• 

The following are additional bills introducted 
duriog March and not previously reported in th1a "c
tion: 

Tidelands Jurisdiction: !!.. Ii. JlQ2 (Ranld.n) - A 
bill to confirm and establlah the titles ot the Statu 
to l.anda beneath navigable watere within State bouDi
aries and natural resources within such lands and ._ 
ten and.to provide tor the use and control ot slid 
lands azr:i resources; to the Camd ttee on the Judiciary 

Water Polution ~ Encouragementl !!..!. ~ 
(Fulton) - A bill to encourage the prevention orst 
pollution by allowing amounts paid tor plante tar the 
treatment:. of ilXiu.strial waste as a deduction in Cia
plting net income; to the Camrl.ttee on Ways and iltIIII. 

~~-~: 

PreSident'.! Message--~: House heard ames 
!'ram the President on A:>ril 26 in which he reco_ndsd 
2-year extension of the Defense Production Act ot 1950 
and submitted certain recolIIIIBIldations for streDgthen 
the act. The message was referred to the ec-1ttee 0 

BanId.ng and Currency and ordered printed as a House do 
ument (H. Doc. 118). 

CONGRESSIONAL HEAROOS: 

Trade Agreements: Colllll1ttee on !'inanee: The SeIII 
ate Fiii8iiCe Colllll1ttee on April 26 unanimously approTSiI 
and ordered reported H. R. 1612, 1ri th amendments. The; 
bill would extend for 2 years the authority ot The Pre 
ident to enter into trade agreements under Section 35C 
of the Tariff Aot ot 1930. The House-approTlld blll 00 
ta1ned a 3-year extension. 

The colllll1 ttee approved a peril point BJD6ndllent s 
llar to the one adopted by the 80th Congress and ldsn 
cal with the House-approved bill except tor tbe de1st 
of the section which prohibited the Taritt CCIID1ssion 
trom pertiCipating in the negotiation ot trade agres
ments. The principle of the deleted section will be 
adequately covered in the Committee Report. 

An amendment was adopted s1JD1lsr t o that ln the 
House-approved bill which would "suspend, withdraw,/~ 
prevent" the application of concessions made ln tr:

h
: 

agreements to imports from any areas dominated by 
foreign govermnent controlling the world COIllllUDlst 
moTe!llent. 

The Colllll1ttee approved an amendment whlcb wouldT 
require an escape clause in all future agreement~. bru 
PreSident is required, as soon as praoticableih

t eSC 
all existing agreements into ooni'ormity witb :gulan 
Clause policy. The PreSident is to report at r 8 at 
intervals on the action taken by him in this re :a1' 
The Colllll1ttee amendment, while following the g~er 
principles of the House-approved bill, made a n 
ot administrative improvements. 
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"n'.J operation of the escape clause when injury 
occurs in or threatens a domestic industry is set out 
very clearly in the CCIIIIIlittee-approved bill. The 
Tariff COIIIIIisaion mAkes its recCllllllllndatioD!l to the 
President who "may" take the action reccmnended by 
the COIIIIIiIs1on. It he doea not take such action 
within fJJ dall, he shall sutmit a report to theHouse 
WIYS and Means COIIIIlittee and the Senate Finance Cem
mittee stating why he has not followed those recan
mendations. The Tariff COIlIIIdssion, if it finds no 
reason for making reocmnendations, must make and 
pul-Ush a report stating its findings and concJ.usioIl!l. 
1hd criteria tor IDqulry in the House-approved bill 
11&8 included in the Ccmn1ttee-approved bill with same 
modifications • 

The COIIIII1ttee added an amendment which wruld re
,tore to daaesti~ producers the right to protest in 
custOIDII courts the classification of imported articles 
whether or not these articles were included in alV' 
trade agreement. 

The House-approved amendment which would prevent 
tariff concessions frem applying to imported agricul
tural products it they were selling below the danestic 
price support level _s not agreed to. 

The. COIIIDittee approved that pa.rt of the agricul
tural amendment propoeed by Senator Magnuson which 
"ould Jl'event foreign agreements fran operating ina 
manner inconsistent with the requirements of Seotion 
22 of the Agriculturol Adjustment Act. 

Although the amendment regarding perishable agri
cultural products proposed by Senator Holland was not 
adopted in its original fonn, the Ccmnittee approved 
an amendment providing for emergency action with re
gard to perishable agricultural ccmmodities. In such 
cases, after a reccmnendation to The President and to 
the Tariff Ccmnission by the Secretary of Agriculture, 

'The President may take immediate act:l,on, or if it is 
practicable, he may wait for a Tariff Commission re

' port which must be sutmitted not later than 20 calen
,dar days after the Secretary of Agriculture has made 
his original recamnendations. 

The COIIII1ittee took a firm stand as far as the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade is concerned 
by providing as a part of the bill a statement that 
the enactment of this Act shall not be construed to 
indicate that the Ccmnittee is approving or disap
proving the General Agreement originally made at 
Geneva in 1947. 

Ccmnittee reports on bills reported in this sec
tion of interest to the fishery and allied industries 
(available only from tne ccmn1ttee sutxnitting the 
report) : 

Interior Department Appropriation ~, !!lB, 
House Report No. 339 (April 20, 1951, 82d Congress, 
1st Session), 38 p., printed, pursuant to H. R.3790, 
~ appropriations for the Department of the In
terior (including the Fish and Wildlife Service) for 
the f.~.lIcal year 1952. 

Trade Agreements Extension ~ 2! 122!, Senate 
Report No. 299 (April 27, 1951, 82d Congress, lst 
Session) , 8 p., printed, fran COODDittee on Finance, 
pursuant to H. R. 1612, to extend the authority of 
the President under section 350 ot the Tariff Act 
ot 1930, as amended , and far other purposes. Pass
age of A.his ' bill was recanmended by COODDittee with 
certain amendments. Aaended Tenion of bill is in
cluded as well as gener&l statements on the two
year extension, peril point, withdrawal of con
cession benefits fran CCIIII1Unist areas , and the 
escape clause . 




