
26 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 15, No.5 

AND 

[VElOPMENTS 
Additions to the Fleet of Fishing Vessels 

A total of 52 vessels of 5 net tons and over received their first documents 
as fishing craft during March 1953--8 less than in March 1952. Washington led with 
11 vessels, followed by Texas with 8 vessels, and Florida east coast with 6 vessels. 

Vessels Obtaini_ng Their First Documents as Fishing Craft, February and March 1953 

March 
Three mos. ending February Two roes. ending 

Section with March ldth February Total 
1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1952 

Number Number Number Number Number Number Number Number Number 
~ew England ••••••••• - --1- 2 --4- - 2 --2 - --3- 30 
~ddle Atlantic ••••• 4 2 4 9 - 5 - 7 26 
~hesapeake •••••••••• 8 8 17 17 5 5 9 9 65 
~outh Atlantic •••••• 7 7 19 26 4 8 12 19 89 
Gull ................ 16 II 50 26 15 9 34 15 161 
lPacific ............. 12 18 2l 34 5 9 9 16 203 
Great Lakes ......... - 3 2 4 2 - 2 1 13 
~laska .............. 5 10 10 24 3 II 5 14 88 

Total ••••••••••• 52 ~ 125 144 34 49 73 84 675 
NOTE: VESSELS HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE VARIOUS SECTIONS ON THE BASIS Of THEIR HOME PORT. 

In February 1953 first documents as fishing craft were received by 34 vessels 
of 5 net tons and over--15 less than in February1952. Florida west coast led with 
6 vessels, followed by Louisiana with 5 vessels,and Florida east coast, Virginia, 
Washington, and Alaska with 3 vessels each. 

Alaska Fur-Seal Skin Prices Decline Sharply at Spring Auction 

A sharp decline in prices characterized the semiannual auction of Government
ovmed fur-seal skins at St. Louis on April 13, the Secretary of the Interior announced . 
Bidding was spirited and there was a good attendance at the auction. A total of 
24.400 skins from the Pribilof Islands . Alaska, was sold for $2,084 ,191, or 3700,527 
:ess than the Government receipts from the fall auction held October 13, 1952. 

The average price for all fur-seal skins sold at the April auction was $85.42 
per skin, or .$19.58 under the October average of $105.00. 

Black skins, of which there ,'fere 7,000 offered, averaged .$100 .5.~ per skin as 
conrared Nith October 's average of $122o()h. A total of 14,900 dyed l'Matara" (brown) 
skins . ...as off ered and these skins sold for an average of $82.67. or $27 .04 less than 
in October. A total of 2,500 IISafari II orown (a lighter brovm) skins was offered aM 
averaged $59.51 per SKin, as compared with $69.14 in October. 

In addition to the. Ur,ited States-ovmed sbns, the Fouke Fur Company sold 4,978 

Cape of Good Hope f~r-seal skins for the government of the Union of South Africa. 
These skins averaged .;p'2.49 per skin, as compared with the October average of $)4.54· 
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Cal i forni a 

STATE TAGS TUNA: A total of 1,638 tuna--l,139 yellowfin, 499 skipjack--were 
tagged by the California Department of Fish and Game on a 3~onthsl, 20,OOO-rnile 
cruise on the commercial vessel Intrepid. The cruise was completed at Los Angeles 
on February 11. Three types of tags were used. Other major purposes for the cruise 
were to test the feasibility of carrying out tagging operations on a corrmercial fish
ing vessel; gain experience in comme rcial fishing methods; and collect post-larval 
specimens of yelloVlfin and skipjack tuna under a night light to further delineate 
the spawning range. 

Two of the tagged yellowfin tuna have already been recovered, reports the De
partment of Fish and Game in aMarcb 6 bulletin. One fish taken by a Peruvian purse 
seiner on January 17, 1953, three miles west of Mancora, Peru, had moved 34 miles 
south by west in 33 days from the spot tagged. The other fish, taken by the tuna 
clipper Santa Helena on January 17, 1953, five miles west of Culpepper Island in 
the Galapagas group had traveled 5 miles west in 49 days 0 Both fish were in good 
condition and showed no significant increase in length. 

For all fish tagged, 96.7 percent of the yellowfin tuna were releasedinsat
isfactory condition and 92.4 percent of the skipjack. The sJr.ipjack were the more 
difficult of the two species to tag regardless of the type of tag used. 

***** 
RESEARCH VESSEL "YELLOdFIN" FINDS ABALONE IN POOR CONDITION IN CHANtJEL ISLAi\TD 

REGION: Abalone in the Channel Islandregion of Santa Cruz and SanClemente Islands 
were found to be few in number, small in size, and poor in quality (most were in
fested with round worms). These were the findings of the research vessel Yellow
fin of the California Department of Fish and Game. The vessel completed a two
weeks' cruise at Los Angeles on February 26. Dives were made in the Santa Cruz 
Island and San Clemente Island areas. Off San Clemente Island there was a greater 
concentration of abalone than off Santa Cruz. Compared to a similar survey in 
1952, fish life and abalone were observed to be considerably less abQ~dant. 

One day of the cruise was spent in underwater photography off San Clemente 
Island where conditions were judged favorable for this work. The results of these 
films were encouraging and it is planned to return later in 1953 for additional 
work, the California Department of Fish and Game announced recently. This was 
Cruise 2 of the Yellowfin for 1953. 

This vessel's Cruise 1 (January 5-24, 1953) was a routine one for hydrograh
ic research for the Cooperative Sardine Research Program. The purpose was to col
lect data for determining the oceanographic factors responsible for the behavior, 
spawning success, and survival of Pacific sardine. Operations were conducted in 
the coastal and offshore area between Pt. Conception and Cape Colnett. 

* * * * * 
"YELLO',JFIN" STUDIES SARDINE ABUNDANCE OFF LO-vJER CALIFORNIA: A total of 68 

schools of fish were spotted by the California Department of Fish and Game research 
vessel M/V Yellowfin on a 15-day 375-mile cruise completed at Los Angeles on March 
20. The cruise was made to assess the abundance and distribution of spawning sar
dines; to obtain sardine samples for age determinations; to test the feasibility 
of using the Hardy Plankton Indicator in conjunction with the sardine surveys; and 
to study the spawning population of sardines and their environment off lower Cali
fornia. The area from Sebastian Vizcaino Bay to San Hipolito Bay, including the 
area around Cedros and San Benitos Islands, was scouted, an April 21 report from 
the California Department of Fish and Game states. 
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Of the 68 schools spotted, 
25 of mackerel. Two samples of 

it was estimated that 36 were of sardines, and 
sardines and one of Pacific mackerel ... ere obtained 

r-----------------------------------------~ from the schools sampled. Thirty
nine light stations were occupied 

To 

Arca SUl'vr;ycd By ~ 
Crul.c March 7-1Q, lQ'l 

~ 

• Jack Mackerel 

• Pac,flC Maclte- ... l 

X Ancbovlc. 

I , 
' .... m .. k ~~- ~.~ 

and yielded samples of sardines, 
Pacific mackerel,jacy. mackerel,and 
anchovies. Two samples of sardines 
were obtained from tuna clippers in 
Turtle Bay . All the sardine samples 
contained fish very near spawning. 

The Hardy Plankton Indi cator 
tested worked satisfactorily, but 
more studies are needed to develop 
a standard technique for interpre
tation of the results of the tows. 
In general, sardines in this area 
were not as abundant inshote as they 
have been during the fall months. 
They were more abundant from San 
Cristobal Bay northward to the area 
around Cedros Island, and in the 
southwest part of Sebastian Vizcaino 
Bay . Heavyweather prevented a sur
vey of the adjacent offshore area. 

YELLO.ITAIL TAGGED: Roughweath
er off Guadalupe Islaml , Mexico, lim
ited the tagging of troll-caught yel
lowtail by the California Department 
of Fish and Gane on a 5-day cruise 

'----------------------------------------..! completed on April 14. The pri vately-
AREA SURVEYED BY THE CALIFORNIA RESEARCH VESSEL 
YELLOWFIN IN CONJUNCTION WITH SARDINE ABUNDANCE 
STUDIES OFF LOWER CALIFORNIA. 

owned yacht Goodwill, chartered forthis cruise, 
was used for this tagging operation. 

Altogether five yellowtail (Seriola dor
salis) were caught by trolling. Four were-
tagged and one was retained for study . One 
large yellowtail was double tagged, using a 

YEll TAil (CAlIHP"'IA) 
(~~) 

Petersen disk and a nylon capsule tag. The others were tagged only with Petersen 
disks because of very rough waters, states the California Department of Fish and 
Game in an April 22 report. 
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Federal Purchases of Fishery Produc s 

~ AND FR?ZEN FISH PURCHASES BY DEPARTI-lEi,'T OF THE ARl'rY , 1ARCH 1953: For 
he military feed:wg of the U. S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force, th A 
uartermaster Corps in Harch 1953 purchased a total of 1,329,751 pounds (valued t 
764,181) of fresh and frozen fishery products (see table) . This was a deer 

of 10.;1 percent in quantity and ll.8 percent in value as comrared . th t previOUB 
onth, and 44.0 percent in quantity and 30.8 percent in value les t an in March 
952. 

Purchases during January-March this year dropped 36.4 percent in uantity and 
3.5 percent in value, compared with the corresponding period in 1952. 

Purchases of Fres h and Frozen Fishery Products 
March and the First Three Months of 

QUA N T I T Y 

of the Army 

Prices raid for fresh and frozen fishery products by the Army Quartermaster 
orps in March 1953 averaged 57.5 cents per pound as comrared with 46 . 4 cents in 
arch 1952. The average price paid for the first three months of 1952 was 56.5 
ants per pound, considerably higher than the average of 47.0 cents for the similar 
riod a year earlier. 

In addition to the purchases of fresh and frozen fishery products indicateda
ove, the Armed Forces generally make some local purchases which are not included 
n the above figures. Therefore, actual purchases are somewhat higher than indi
ated, but it is not possible to obtain data on the local purchases made by milita
y installations throughout the country. 

***** 
FRESH AND FROZEN FISH PURCHASES BY DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 1952: For the mU

tary"'Te"eding of the u:S: Army, Navy :-Marine Corps ~ and Air Force, the Derartment 

lue of Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products Purchase 
b U. S. De rtment of Defense 1952 

wYork, N. Y ••..•••...•.•••......• 
chmond, Va. • ••......•..•••.. .. ...• 
lumbia, s. c. . ................... . 
W Orleans, La. • •........•........• 
icago, Ill. • ............•.......•• 
nver, Colo ••.....................• 
rt fJorth, Tex .••........• •.......• 
at tle, Wash. • ...•.. .. ............• 
n francisco, Calif. • •••.•••••••••• 
s Angeles, Calif •••••••••••• •••• •• 

Total •...................... 

of Defense in 1952 purchased 
over 32,000,000 pounds of fr b 
and frozen fishery products in 
the United States, according 
to the Quartennaster Corps. A 
total of about 15,000,000 
spent for United States-pro
duced fishery products (5 
table). The New York CityMar-
ket Center office (including 
New England) was t e 1ar at 
purchaser in 1952. accounting 
for one-third of t to 1 lue 
p.1rchased. Other large ooyi " 
centers were Seattle, 
19 percent; 1 
18 percent; 
11 percent. 

., 
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Gulf Exploratory Fish ry Program 

BAIT FISHING FOR TUNA TO BE TRIED BY "ORE t" (CRUISE -2. !2): L ve- it fiah
ing for tuna and the capture and trial use of live bait taken off U i U ted States 
Gulf coast are the chief ob.1ectives of the Service ' 5 exploratorJ fi hi g ve~sel Dr
egon. The cruise commenced at Pascagoula, Mississippi, on April 9 . rationa wi11 
be centered in the ap
proaches to the Gulf 
of Nexico, the Straits 
of Florida, the Yucatan 
Channel, and the north
eastern Caribbean Sea. 
Emphasis will be plac
ed on live-bait fish
ing for blackfin and 
yellowfin tuna and 
white skipjack ( at-
suwonus). ---

The Oregon has 
been readied to fish 
for tuna with live bait 
in the conventional 
style used successfully 
by the U. S. fishery 
off the Pacific coast. 
However, some addi
tional kinds of equipnent are eing carried for 
Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean f,ea. Th gear 

nd r co tions in the 
red so that chan-es 

Ii methods of it fi shi cante 
me' t out returning to IX'rt . 

I additio, e:xploratorydragl 
with a foot sh im. trawl will 
be ma e in areas hither 0 not COT

ered by the Grego . Red. snap~r 
fishing with Kire lines will be 
undertaken in deep water if and 
where indications of potential 
snapper fishing are found . 

An "electronic fish finder,' 
the Fischlupe, has oeen installtxi 
am will be tested during this 

fiTTED OUT fOR TUNA BAIT fiSHING, THE SERVICE'S EXPLOR- cruise. 
ATORY fiSHING VESSEL OREGON GETS READY TO SAIL. 

The Oregon is scheduled to 
return to ascagoula on June 25. 



• 

or h r 1 

or h E 
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Good catches of rirk s hrimp were made with the 'oeam trawl from off Blizhni 
Point to off Kame Stream. Nine drags in this area averaged 242 pounds of pink 
shrimp per 30-minute drag, with the best drag yielding 510 pounds of 80-count (80 
-mole shrimp per pour.d) pink shrimp. Six 30-minute drags northwest of Knight Is
land produced from 102 to 1.45 pounds of mixed pink and s ide-stripe shrimp ~r drag. 
Drags off Krutoi Island yielded up to 300 pounds of 67-count pink shrimp ~r 30-
minute drag. 

Shrimp traps set from the vicinity of Gregson Island to north of Knightls~ 
were generally productive. One set of 38 traps was set for 47 hours off the noMh 
tip of Knight Island to the vicinity of Eleanor Cove. The set averaged slightly 
under l~ pounds of 13-count s pot shrimp and l~ pounds of 4l-count coon-stripe shrimp. 

Otter-tral{l tows off the Cape Phipps Peninsula resulted in negligible catches 
of shrimp and fish. Drags with the scallop dredge in Yakutat Bay caught only a few 
scallops. 

Norwegian Sardines Promoted in Major U. S. Markets 

The second phase of an intensive three-year advertising and promotion campaign 
for Norwegian canned sardines has been launched in the United States by the NO~Ne
gian Canners Associationo This association, with headquarters in Stavanger,repr~ 
sents 106 Norwegian canning companies, an April 9 news release from the Norwegian 
Information Service points out. 

Using newspapers, radio, and television, as well as point-of-sales promotion, 
the Association is vigorously publicizing Norwegian sardines in six major United 
States markets-Boston, New York-Newark, Chicago, Minneapolis-St. Paul, LosAngeles
Long Beach, and San Francisco-Oakland. A total of 53 daily and weekly newspapers 
in these market areas are running weekly advertisements. 

During Lent the Association backed up its newspaper ads with either radio or 
television spot announcements. Scheduled to be used in the summer months, these 
announcements will stress sardines as easy-to-prepare, heat-beating snacks. ~!ore
over, sardines from Norway are being publicized on radio and television cooking 
shows, as well in grocery , restaurant, and hotel trade p.lblications. S~cial fea
tures of the public relations program are Norwegian sardine recipes and pictures 
for editorial use, and the color film "Silver Harvest." This film on the Norwegian 
sardine industry is available free of charge to television stations, clubs, andas
sociations. 

As part of the current drive, tie-ins between Norwegian sardines and four lead
ing cracker companies have been arranged in the New York, Chicago, Boston, and loS 
Angeles areas. Scheduled to continue through April, the tie-ins include mutual c~ 
operation in newspaper advertising and sales promotion, and in arranging point-of
sales displays. Further tie-ins are being planned for the late spring and SUlIIIIer 
months. 

To stimulate interest in Norwegian sardines among food brokers and store oper
ators, the Association is distributing a l4-page sales portfolio, pointing out that 
one out of every four ~amilies in the U. S. buys Norwegian sardines. The portfolio 
also tells in pictures and words about the canning process and the standards set by 
the Association's Quality Cont rol Institute . other promotional material made avail
able to grocers includes point-of-sales aids, such as shelf-talkers and dump displ~ 
cards. 
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In the past 50 years the Norwegian food-canning industry has made tremendous 
progress . There are at present about 300 canneries scattered along the Norwegian 
coast, the point of greatest concentration being in the Stavanger district. Since 
tlorU 'war II, Norway has exported an annual average of 3,000 to 3,500 metric tons 
of canned sardines, as well as kippers, crab meat, and shrimp. 

Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigat ions 

"HUGH N. Sl'lITH" STUDIES OC~NOGRAPHY AS REI ATED TO SKIPJACK TUNA IN HA·..JAIIAN 
WATERS-rcrulse~20): Detailed data on ocean currents and abundance-of nutrient 
ChemICals and ma:rine-life were collected by the Service'3 Pacific Oceanic Fishery 
Investigations research vessel Hugh ~. Smith on a cruise completed at Honolulu on 
~pril 4. The cruise, which began February 25, completed the first part of a pro
gram of intensive oceanographic studies in Hawaiian waters 0 

Hydrographic and biological data were obtained at 56 stations around the Ha
waiian Islands. Two exploratory sections to 290 N. along the 1550 and 1580 w. me
ridians did not reveal any concentrations of narine life. Several oceanic "fronts" 
were encountered near the northern ends of the lines. The studies were planned to 
coincide with the season of scarcity of the skipjack tuna or "ah.'U," the most impor
,ant species in the Hawaiian tuna fishery. A similar investigation will be carried 
out during the peak of t he skip jack season this coming summer; it is hoped that a 
comparison of the data from these two cruises nay shed light on the environmental 
actors which regulate the seasonal movements of these schools in and out of Hawai

. an waters . This could result in an increase in the skipjack catch through the ex
t ension of fishing operations into new areas during the local offseason. 

In the interim bet 'Nee n these two major cruises, a close check will be kept on 
ocal hydrogra~hic conditions and on the abundance and whereabouts of the skipjack 
chocls. This work will be accomplished by frequert, short cruises of the smaller 
esearch vessel, Charles !i.. Gil :-Jert, supplemented by aerial scouting in cooperation 
ith the V. S. Navy. 

~~~-
~ 

Service Completes Study of Domestic Tuna Industry 

A comprehensive study of the domestic tuna industry and its current production 
nd marketing problems has been completed by the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Sec
etary of t he Interior announced in Nay. 

This study was launched in October 1952 in response to a petition to the Secre
ary of the Interior by six senators from the tuna-producing states of California, 
aShington, and Oregon o The senators had expressed concern over increased foreign 
ompetition and the industry's general economic health. 

The results of the study just completed by specialists in the Fish and Wildlife 
ervice's Branch of Commercial Fisheries have been compiled in a report of more than 
00 pages. Copies have been submitted to the legislators who sought the investiga
~on. Subjects covered include: history of the industry; consumption; world r:oduc-
10n; domestic production; processing; relationship of the industry to the na~lonal 
nterest; distribution; government assistance in the United States and competlOg 
ountries; and recommendations for action by both the tuna industry and the Federal 
vernment. 
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The report notes that the outlook for consumption of products of the tuna in
dustry is bright. On the other hand, the prospects of major relative cos reduc
tions in fishing and processing are rather bleak. Distributj.on, which is respon

sible for only a small r art of the 
UN I TED STATES 

DEPAR1)(ENT Of THE INTEQIOR 
:>Ouglas McKay, Sel"ret ry 

ultimate cost of cannp.ri tun' , does 
fiSH AND WILDLIfE SEP\lICE 
A bert M. 0,. 01'. to, not offer any eat prospect of eost 

savings as an aid in improvin the 
position of the industry . In the 
light of these and associated deter
minations, the report contains sug
gestions as to what may be one by 
the domestic tuna inr ust ry-t .e fish
ermen, processors, distributors,and 

SURVEY OF THE 
importers-and the Fe eral Govern
ment, to promote necess ry a ju t
ments so that t e in ust ry may a
chieve .-i aintain a soun position DOMESTIC TUNA 

INDUSTRY 

WA'\HlhGTOI<. 0 C. 
MAY. ;:,.;] 

in the domestic economy . 

A cr' 5is in th c ,una 
in ustry arose in 1951 ~ ·ty-
free imj:orts of frozen tU:la rom J -
pan and Latin Pl11erica, to ether wit-, 
increased im or s of brine- ae ed 
canned un fro In J , :'eac ed ilIl-

preceaente pro or ions. United 
States una fishe nand car.ner' 
op rators, particulurly on tees':. 
Coast, found ciorrestic :r..a.:-l<ets over
supplied wi~h tuna an ere forced 
to tie up hei vessels and c-ose 
processing plants . 

As the crisis developed, a bill callin for a 3-cent-per-j:ound ut, on fres. 
or frozen tuna imports was considered by the Congress. This bill, ~hich also i
rected the Tariff Commission and the Fish and Wildlife Service to initiate inves
tigations of the tuna fishing industry, passed the House but failed of passage w 
the Senate. 

Subsequently, the Senate Finance Comr.ittee directed the Tariff Commission to 
investigate the tuna situation, particularly from the standpoint of fo:,eign com~
tition in order to assist Congress in any future legislation concern~ng tuna. The 
Fish and Wildlife Service report supplements, but does not duplicate, the Tariff Com
mission investigation report published in March. 

U. S. Production of Packaged Fish, 1952 

The production of fresh and frozen packaged fish (fillets J steaks; 3.'1d split 
IIbutterfly") in the United States during 1952 totaled 190,374,040 rounds , valued 
at $54,912,172 to the processors. This is a decrease of 7 percerit in quantity am 
8 percent in value as c'ompared with the 1951 production. 

In 1952 ocean perch fillets (58,660,499 pounds) was once a~ain the largest 
single item of fresh and frozen packaged fish produced. Haddock fillets (52,064,6$1 
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pounds) and flounder fillets (24,153,798 pounds) were second and third in importance. 
Froduction \Vas down from 1951 for ocean perch fillets (22 percent) and flounder 
fillets (8 percent). Haddock fillet production was up 2 percent. 

Table 1 - U. S. Fresh and Frozen Packaged Fish Production, 1951-52 
(Quanti ty and Value to the Processors) 

1 9 5 2 1. 9 5 1 
Species Quantity Total Avg.Price Quantity Total Avg.Price 

~ ________________ ~r-__ ~~ __ -t __ ~V~a~l~u~e~~P~e~r~P~o~un~d~ __ ~~ __ ~~~V~al~u~e~~Per Pound 
Lba. _* 1. Lbs. .t 1. 

Blue Pike. ••••••••••• 1,954,114 1,021,750 .52 1,467,037 890,186 .61 
Carp................. - - - 125,000 18,750 
Catfish .............. - - - 31,895 12,508 
Cod •••••••••••••••••• 11,663,782 3,000,576 .26 13,289.890 3,435,864 
Cusk ••••••••••••••••• 668,994 176,627 .26 595,048 140,426 
Flounders •••••••••••• 24,153,798 9.840,669 .41 26,309.197 10.817,408 
Groupers ••••••••••••• 336,878 155,746 .46 449,107 191,558 
Haddock •••••••••••••• 52,064,681 15,386,569 .30 50,830.527 14,545,679 
Hake ••••••••••••••••• 1,782 ,937 325.558 .18 1,951,218 351,725 
Halibut •••••••••••••• 4,230,874 1,883,954 .45 4,259,864 1,857,324 
Herring, lake •••••••• 834,136 263.154 .32 256,483 50,376 
Lake trout ••••••••••• 324,205 170,630 .53 215,504 120,217 
~inecod •••••••••••••• 970,213 261,626 .27 1,207,128 323,707 
~ackerel ••••••••••••• 1,415,424 368,908 .26 815,504 212,718 
Ocean perch •••••••••• 58,660,499 14,181,952 .24 75,023,366 18,732,729 
Pike or pickerel..... 44,942 10,119 .23 48,000 16,115 
Pollock •••••••••••••• 7,800,886 1,195.193 .15 7.096,113 1,257,464 
~ockfishes ••••••••••• 7,833,294 1,780,094 .23 5,542,174 1,322.409 
Sablefish • .......... - - - 86,615 19.315 
Salmon ••••••••••••••• 3,250,562 1,596,651 .49 2.061,292 1.099.982 
Sauger •••••••.••••••• 1.162,319 571,089 .49 1.772.382 1,017,840 
Scup •.••••••.•••••••• - - - 39,000 6. BOO 
Sea bass.. ••• •••••••• - - - 206.388 51,614 
Sea trout •••••••••••• - - - 54.651 14.080 
Sheepshead ........... - - - 55.259 11,156 
Snapper. red ••••••••• 74,500 49,585 .67 49.686 29.993 
Spanish mackerel..... 200.303 71.096 .35 215.231 74.018 
Sucker (mullet) ...... - - - 27,188 4,801 
White bass ••••••••••• 26,600 11.205.42 18.610 8.044 
Whitefish •••••••••• ,. 379,453 215.501 .57 365.921 205,370 
~iting (silver hake). 7,911,613 1.057,794 .13 8,713,782 1,337,767 
Wolffish ............ 694.857 222,744 .32 337,439 101.886 
Yellow perch •••••••• 752,707 426,007 .57 579.864 369,057 
Yellow pike ••••••••• 1/966.241 593,804 .61 ~~183,087 777,526 
Miscellaneous •••••• 11215,228 73 571 .34 21206 618 60.686 

Total •••••••••••• ~90.374.040 54,912 172 .29 205,486 068 59 487,098 
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1/1 NCLUDES BLUEF I SH, CARP, OCEAN POUT, SABLEF I SH, SEA BASS, GRAY SEA TROUT, SHAD, SUCKERS, STR I PED 

BASS, AND UNCLASSIFIED SPECIES. 
~INCLUDES AMBERJACK, BLUEFISH , BUFFALOFISH, BUTTERFISH, CA9IO, DRUM, KING MACKEREL, OCEAN POUT, 

SCUP, SHAD, STRIPED BASS, SWORDFISH, TILEFISH, WHITE PERCH, AND UNCLASSIFIED SPECIES. 

The averrtge price r eceived by the processors for all fresh and frozen pack
!lged fish in 1952 \vas 29 cents per pound, the s~e as in 1951. Arr,onp tte leading 
~teffis, average prices for ocean ~erch fillets increEsed from 24 cents per pound 
on 1951 to 25 cents in 1952; haddock fill ets dropped from 30 cents to 29 cents; 
foIhile flounder fillets remained ste2.dy at 41 cents and cod fillets an:! steaks at 
')6 cents, 
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The merchandising of frozen fishery products in consumer- size packages (2 
pounds or less per pkg.) has made rapid strides in the United States since 1950. 
~ ________________________________________________ ,The pro uction of a s e1ect-

Table 2 - U. S. Production of Certain Consumer- ed num r 0 iteffis i n con-

1=:::;:::::=P=a=c=k=a=g~e=d=F:;r;::o=z=e=n~F~i~s=h=e=ry~=FT=o~d~u;c;.t=s=~1=9=5~~2~~ Bume r - s i z e fi xed - 'ei It pack-
Item 1952 1 19 ° a es in 1 52 total dover 

Pounds Pounds 77 mi)1j on poun 15--25 r--e r-
Fillets ••••••.• 46,685,000 26 , 930 , 000 cent over th 1951 r ck nd 
Shrimp: 82 rcent more than in 1950. 

Breaded •••••• 
Not breaded •• 

callops ••.•.•• 
ysters •••••••• 

Total •••••.• 

17,718,000 
Fillets and shrim are t. e 
principal produc s put up in 
the consumer-siz p cl' z . 
Include re frozen brea ed 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ cooked products . 

T( 

FILLETING PLANT 

In addition to fillets, shrimp, scallops, and oysters, there lere s.all JUar.

tities of other types of fishery products put u. in conslUner- size pack.? es , but data 
on these are not available. 
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U. S. Canned Pack of Selected Fishery Products, 19S2 

SAU10N CANNED IN PACIFIC ~ STATES: The 1952 pack of canned salmon in the 
Pacific Coast States of California, Oregon, and Washington amounted to 890,156 stand-

SOCKEY E rRED) SALMON 
__ (ONCORHYNCUS NERM) 

L ~~~)~, <-= r- _" ~_~~_J;,?--r- -~~ --=-
-. r';--~-7_~~,:')J~ - _,i _~~ ~~ ~ 

'-- - -" - , -t: -,-- ~':-"'--"';~-~h ~~. '- ~-." 
--A ...... c:;.'t....~. "-........- ..e-~r:::J . .. ~- __ es- - e I......... • ~ __ <.....C.z -G - ... ~~ 

C"<>.<;:> _______ - ~- ,~ ~1.7"~ 

ard cases, valued at $21,906,773 to the canners (table 1). The Puget Sound district 
of Washington canned 78 percent of the pack, the Columbia River districts of Oregon 
and -..Jashington 19 percent, and the coastal districts of the three states the remain
ing 3 percent. Salmon were canned at 28 plants in Washington, 12 in Oregon, and 1 
in Calif ornia • 

Table 1 - Pac1tlc Coast Stotes Canned Salmon Pack elas and Arsa 195 
Pu et Sound 

SpeCies Quanttty 

100011: Or king... Std.~::? 1St, 731 24~06 
UID or kats •••••• 297 ,494 4,839,265 16.27 

ink ••••• •• ••• ••• • 4,711 93,594 19.87 

Std. Case 
95,353 
13,759 

Columbia RiTer 

~:r!O pe~T~~d:r~:e Quantity 

1 1 Std. ea •• 
3,506,181 36 . 77 --r:968 

214,837 15.61 14,998 

eel. Or sOCkeye •••• 214 ,540 6,962,097 32.4-5 9,824 413,774 ~. 12 
lh'er or cobo •••• 113, 238 3,743,476 21. 61 29,701 875,:580 29.47 

796 
6.908 

teelbead ••• •••••• 18 979 612 987 32.30 

Coastal 
Value to ATg. Price 
Canners Per Std . Case 

1 1 
40.-t-32 20.54-

228 , <l25 15.23 

33,846 
152,748 

42.52 
22.11 

Total •••••• •• 697 870 15 828 163 22 . 68 167 616 5 623 159 33.55 24 670 455 451 1B.46 

Total 

Quantity 

The 1952 pack was 23 percent less in quantity and 25 percent lower in value as com
pared with 1951 (table 2). This was due to 1952 being an off-year for the pink salm
on run. All other species of salmon, except chinook or king, increased substantial
ly; the largest increase (72 percent) was for silver or coho. 

Year 

95W 
1951 .... 
1950 
1949 
1948 
1947 •••• 
1946 
1945 •••• 
1944 
1943 :::: 

Table 2 

Chinook 
or Kin 

Std. Case 
105,208 
157,231 
151,928 
157,861 
285,266 
300,029 
164,898 
139,262 
167,070 
134,225 

1942 •••• 272 151 
lIeREL I M I NARY. 
Y STANDARD CASES" REPRESENT 

CONTAINING 16 OUNCES. 

Coast St ates Cann~q Salmon Pack By SpeCies, 1942-52 
in Standard Case~and Value to the Canners 

Pink 

301,376 
490 

62,025 
789 

Red or Silver Steelhead Total 

CASES OF VARIOUS S IZES CONVERTED TO THE EQUIVALENT OF 48 1-POUNO CANS, EACH CAN 
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The average price of all salmon packed in the Pacifj c Coast tat~s in 1952 was 
$24.61 per standard case to the canners as compared with $/.5 . 11 in 1951 . Columb:a 
River canned salmon had the highest averageprice--4>33.55 per standard case--dl-;!+O 
the large percentage of chinook salmon. The 1951 avera e on the Col.llr.1 ia Riverwas 
$35 .41 per case. Salmon canned in the Puget Sound area averaged 322 .~ ~erstand
ard case to the canner in 1952 and coastal salmon averaged "18.hl) , coopa!"ed w:th 
$23./.4 and $20.90, respectively, in lQ5l . 

MAINE SARDINES (INCLUDING SEA HERRING): The ~cy. 0 !aine sardin~.J (inc Ilding 
sea herring) in lQ52 amo'jnted to 1,457,51 sta ar cas~s, valued at 21 ,402 ,994 to 
the packers (table 1). This was an incr ase of 106 :cent 'n quantitr and 46 ~~ 
cent in value as compared wit 1". the lq51 pac¥: of 1 , 676 ,76/+ stani rei cases . Sardir,es 
were canned in 47 plants in Naine and 3 in r-'.assach setts. 

Style or 
Pack 

atural , w1tnout aauca 
or 011 ....•••..••.... 

In soybea.n or other 

~Dt1t7 

3td . Caaf' . 

198,:181 

"agatable 011 ........ t,790,8,4 
In mustard sauce ...•••. 1:91,239 
10 tc:mato sauce ••.•..•• 118 ,9 12-

~b:;li~. ~~~.::::::::::: ~~ "~~; 
Total .... , ........ 1-:3C"4""5"", ';;;!I8*lT--:::~~;;::+-"";':';;':'---f 

The bulk (80 percent) of the 1952 pack was canr.ed n soycean or 0 :.her vegetable 
oil. The pack in 3l-ounce cans comprised 92 percent of the total . 

The canners' average price for .a'ne sardl~es in 1952 Nas .19 per standard 
case, 29 percent lower than the 8.73 aver ge price in 1951, and 34 percent lessthan 
the record price of $9.39 in 1947. However, the derrar. for canned Baine sardinesir: 
1952 was goodo 

Table 2 - ~~ine ~ardlne PaCK (Incluj1Uh 5ea Herr1w) 1943-52 

Year ,<uantity Vllue to Ave. Price Year u nt ty {olue to "v£!.. PI' ce 
Canners Per Std. GaseY Canners Fer Stu. ':,~:;e::J 

Std . Cases:::! 1 ... Std . Cases!:! i: i 
1952hi •• 

x. 
3,457,581 21 ,402,994 6.19 1947 · . 3,013 ,910 28,310,674 9.29 

1951 · .. 1,676,764 14,635,352 8.73 1946 .. 3,276,338 20,275,590 6.19 
1950 · .. 3,844,1&4 21,209,033 5.52 1945 .. 2,725 , 216 U.,077,201 4.43 
1949 · .. 3,074,523 21,051,675 6.85 1944 · . 3,261 ,984 14,819,803 4.54 
1948 · .. 3 682 392 29 359 114 7.97 1943 · . 2 505 114 11 104 570 4.4.3 
l/PRELI M I NARY, 5- CASES Of VAR I aus SIZES CONVERT ED TO 1 00 ~ -0 I L CANS (:}i OUNCES N (T) TO THE CASE. 
NOTE: THE PACK OF HERRING HAS BEEN CONVERTED TO THE EQUIVAL~NT OF '00 i-OIL ~ANS (~OUNCES NET) TO THE 

CA~E AND INCLUDED WITH THE PACK OF SARDINES, 

With the exception of 1951, there has not been any great year-to-year fluct 
tion in the total pack of ~laine sardines in the past ten years (table 2). 

***** 
FISH ROE AND CAVIAR: The United States pack of canned fish roe and caviar in 

1952 amounted to 64,080 standard cases (48 l-pound cans), valued at $1,681,010 to 
the packers (table 1). Alewife roe acounted for 54 percent of the quantity and 24 
percent of the value of the pack; while salmon and sturgeon caviar combined ccmpris~ 
9 percent of the quantity and 42 percent of the value. 

The total 1952 pack of canned fish roe and caviar was a decrease of 16 per
cent in quantity and 13 percent in value as compared with 1951 (table 2). 
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The average price for all roe and caviar canned in 1952 was $26.2.3 per stand-
ard case to the packer as compared with $25 • .31 per case in 1951. The average prices 

Table 1 - U. S • .t'ack of Canned Fish Roe and Caviar 1952# 

Product Plants Q.uantity Value to Avg. Price .I 
Per Std. CaseY 

States of Production 
Packi= Canners and Number of Plants 
~. Std.'=" Cases ! .t 

Roe: 
FAiewire ......•...... 25 34,691 411,839' 11.86 Md. 4, Va. 12, N. C • 9 

Shad ••••••••••••••• ~ 9 3,444 167,680 48.69 Md. 1, Wash. 2, Ore. 4, Calif. 2 

{ { 104,458 { Deep sea •••••••••••• 2 
Mackerel •••••••••••• 1 7,083 14.75 Mass. 3, Conn. 1 
Herring ••••••••••••• 1 

~~ 3 { 4,595 {527,510 { 114.80 Salmon •••••••••••••• N. Y. 3 
sturgeon .••........ 2 
Whitefish ••••••••••• 3 1.038 56 737 54.66 N. Y. 2 Wisc. 1 

Total Edible Roe 
and Caviar •••••• 50,851 1.268.224 24.94 

palmon eggs for bait •• 9 13,229 412,786 31.20 Wash. 9 

Grand Total ••••••• ~51 64,080 1,681,010 26.23 
V,~RElIMI NARY. 
!1CAS ES OF VARIOUS SIZES CONVERTED TO THE EQUIVALENT OF 48 CANS, EACH CAN WITH A NET WEIGHT OF 16 DUNCES. 
V EXCLUS I VE OF DUPL I CAT ION. 

differ-ent products varied considerably in 1952--from a low of $11.86 per ~?r the 
standard case for aleWlfe roe to $114.80 per case for salmon and sturgeon caVlar. 

Table 2 - U. S. Pack of Canned Fish Roe and Caviar. 1942-52 

rear Q,uantity Value to Avg. Price Year 'iuantity Value to Avg. Price 
Canners Per Std. CaseY Canners Per std. Cas~ 

195~ .. Std.Case~ J 26~23 Std. Cases.::.' i 1-
64.080 1,681,010 1946 · . 58,192 1,905,638 32.75 

1.951 · .. 76,095 1,926,140 25.31 1945 · . 36,795 948,042 25.77 
t950 · .. 70,382 1,886,959 26.81 1944 · . 55,677 824,197 14.80 
949 ... 86,459 1,969,998 22.79 1943 · . 59,884 1,044,582 17.44 
948 · .. 50,629 1,473,320 29.10 1942 · . 53,190 910,890 17.13 
947 · .. 52,432 1 1 641 228 31.30 
~CASES Of VARIOUS SIZES CONVERTED TO THE EQUIVALENT Of 48 CANS, EACH CAN WITH A NET WEIGHT OF 

16 OUNCES. 
?/PREL I M I NARY. 

* ~- * * * 
ANIMAL FOOD FROM FISHERY PRODUCTS: The 1952 pack of canned animal food from 

~shery products a:;o-unted to.3,497,653 standard cases, valued at $15,667,350, or an 

.. 
~ab1e 1 - U. S. Pack of Canned Amma1 Food 

State 

r1aine •.•.•.••••..••••• .•.•.•.........• 
Massachusetts •••.••••••.•••••••••••••• 
N. Y., N. J., Md., and Va ••••••••••••• 
Miss., Ill., Ia., and Tenn •••••••••••• 
California and itlashington ••••••••••••• 

Tot al ••.••.•.•.•.•••••.•...•.•••• 

-----~-from Fis~ery ProQucts B St at es 1952 

Value to Avg.Price / 
Quantity Canners Per Std. Ca se~ 

Std. Case 
948,054 
829,574 
135,186 
256,326 

1 328 513 
3,497,653 

1. 
3,313,953 
3,740,477 

568,968 
1,290,913 
6 753 039 

15,567,350 

i 
3.50 
4.51 
4.21 
5.04 
5.08 
4.48 

l!PREL I M I NARY. 
2/cASES OF VARIOUS SIZES CONVERTED TO THE EQUIVALENT OF 48 CANS, EACH CAN CONTAINING 16 

OUNCES. 
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average price of $4.48 per stand~rd case t o t~e canner ( tabl e 1) • T~is is t~e larg
est pack in the historyof the l.ndustry--an l.ncrease of . 49 pe:-cent m qu~ntlty and 
34 percent in value as compared with the 1951 pack . Call.fornl.a and \vash1.ngton pro
duced 38 percent of the pack, Maine 27 percent, Massachusetts 24 percent, and the 
other states 11 percent. Animal food was canned i n 14 plants in California, 8 
in ~Assachusetts, 3 in Maine, 2 in Washington , and 1 plant each in New York, New 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, }lississippi, Ill inois, Iowa, and Tennessee. 

Table 2 - U. S. Pack of Canned Anirnal Food fr~FiShery Products 
By Size of Can and Case. 195 1 

Q.uantity 
Value to Avg.Price 

Can and Case Size Canners Per Case 
Actual Cases 

,... .1 --.:If. 
6 ounces net (48 cans) · ................... 17,813 36 ,327 2.04 
8 " " ( " " ) · ................... 2,342, 781 5 , 893 ,174 2.52 

16 " " ( " " ) · ................... 2,301,045 9 , 533 ,337 4.19 
Other sizes (converted to standard cases) . 18 538 104.512 _ _ 5.64 

Total ................................ 4,680 , 177 15 667.350 
.l!PRELI M I NARY. 

The 1952 pack was about evenly divided bet'Neen the 8- ounce and and the 16-
ounce can (table 2). Fifty percent was packed in the 8-oun ce can, 49 percent in 
the 16-ounce can, and the remainingl percent in containers of various sizes. 

.-
Table 3 - U. 8. Pack of Cclnned Animal Food from Fishery Product s . 1942- 52 -- -Value to 

Year 
Avg.Price 

Q,uantity Canners Per Std. CaseY 

1/ 
Std. CaseS£0' i 1. 

1952.::.: •••••••••••••• 3,497 ,653 15,667,350 4.48 
1951 · .............. 2,341,871 11,575,809 4.99 
1950 · .............. 2,721,393 13,870,870 5.10 
1949 · .............. 1,931 ,757 8,563,442 4.48 
1948 · .............. 1,323,808 6,<371,003 5. 27 
1947 · ... ,. .......... 909,964 3,949,419 4.34 
1943 · .............. 1,771 5,319 3. 00 
1942 · .............. 104 954 374,718 3. 57 

l./PRE LI M I NARY. 
£ICASES OF VARIOUS SIZES CONVERTED TO THE EQUIVALENT OF 48 CANS, EACH CAN CONTAIN ING 16 

OUNCES. 
NOTE: NO PRODUCTION IN 1944, 1945, AND 1946 BECAUSE CANS WERE NOT A LLOCATED FOR TH I S PRODUCT 

The cannin5 of animal food from fishery products has i ncreased sharply since 
the end of World dar II (table 3). }lore packers have become aware of the value of 
animal food produced from fishery products, and t he expanding market for this pro
duct. During I"lorld I"lar II no cans were allocated by the Government for the canning 
of animal food, which accounts for the fact that none was produced during that ~~ 
riod. 

U. S. Production of Selec t e d Byproducts 

, . OYSTER ALD hARnE~u.M ~ FRODUCTS : The production of grit ani agricultur
al ..... line from oJrster-shell products in 1952 totaled 429 . 348 tons. valued at $3,359,024 
to U.e m~nufacturers ( table 1). This was a decrease of 5 percent in quantity and 1 
percent l.n value as compared wi th 1951. No clam shelJ s were used in 1952. 
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Crushed-shell products were prepared in 24 plants--3 each in New Jersey, 
ennsylvania, Virginia, and Washington; 2 each in Maryland, North Carolina, Texas 
fnd California; and 1 plant each in Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, and Oregon. 

aD.e - • ~. r'l 0 uc 10n 0 uyster-~I e i-'ro"",uct_S lV 51 a es 
Crushed Shells for Poultry Feed Unburned Shell Lime Tot a 1 

State Q.uanti ty Value Avg.Price Q.uantity Value Avg.Price Q)lantity Value 
To Mfgr. Per Ton To Mfgr. Per Ton To MfU .• 

Short Tons !i. 9~54 Short Tons 1. i Short Tons 1 
w Jersey •••••••••••••••••• 6,144 58,633 571. 2,508 4.39 6,715 61,141 
nnsylvania and Maryland ••• 25,577 356,717 13.95 !;2,637 64,108 5.07 38, 214 420,825 
., N. C., Fla., and Ala ••• 79,935 859,529 10.75 2 9,684 124,471 12.85 89 ,619 984,000 
ulsiana and Texas •••••.•• -. 230,049 1,496,594 6.50 41,517 166,613 4.01 271,566 1,663,207 
3h., Oreg., and CaUf. • ••••• 14726 168 245 11.43 8 508 61 606 7.24 23 234 229 851 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 356 431 2 939 718 8.25 72 917 419 306 5.75 429 348 :5 359 02.4 
PRELIMINARY. 'YINClUOES SMALL QUANTITY BURNED LIME :"ROOUtED I N VIRGINIA. 

The average price per ton for the crushed shell for poult ry feed in 1952 was 
~ .25, second only to the record price of $8.36 in 1951, but the first decline 

Table 2 - U. S. Production of Oyster and Marine-Clam Shell Products 1942-52 
Crushed Shells for Poultry Feed Burned and Unburned Shell Lime Tot a 1 

~ar Quantity Total Avg.Price Quantity Total Avg.Price Quantity Total 
Value Per Ton Value Per Ton Value 

Short Tons 1. ! Short Tons ! i Short Tons ! 521' .. 356,431 2,939,718 8.25 72,917 419,306 5.75 429,348 3,359,024 
51 ... 377,791 3,157,129 8.36 75,528 4ll,616 5.45 453,319 3,568,745 
50 ... 344,300 2,625,896 7.63 55,075 320,557 5.82 399,375 2,946,453 
49 ... 323,662 2,393,794 7.40 38,366 268,458 7.00 362,028 2,662,252 
48 ... 296,570 2,140,705 7.22 48,505 333,787 6.88 345,075 2,474,492 
~7 ... 438,629 2,860,175 6.52 62,764 402,983 6.42 501,393 3,263,158 
46 ... 329,717 1,913,584 5.80 60,716 357,269 5.88 390,433 2,270,853 
~5 ... 369,064 2,001,318 5.42 138,032 572,399 4.15 ~07,096 2,573,717 
~ ... 458,080 2,684,306 5.86 124,135 450,390 3.63 582,215 3,134,696 
~3 ... 398,852 2,299,053 5.76 110,433 521,933 4.73 509,285 2,820 ,986 
2 .•• 345,032 2 028,170 5.88 121,005 554,091 4.58 466,037 2 ,582 261 

PREll M I NARY •. THE ENT IRE PROOUCT I ON liAS FROM OYSTER SHE LLS . 

~lCe 1945 (table 2). Prices paid for agricultural lime from marine shells in 
)2 averaged $5.75 per ton, an increase of 5 percent over the 1951 price, but 
percent below the record price of $7.00 per ton in 1949. 

* * * * * 
FRESH-WATER MUSSEL-SHELL PRODUCTS: Fresh water mussel-shell buttons produce d 

the United States in 1952 amounted to 5,078,402 gross, valued at $4,430,114 to 
Q manufact e s (table 1) ur r . , , In addltl0n 2 444 short tons of lime and poultry 

Table 1 - U. S. Production of Fresh-Water Mussel-Shell Products 195zY 

But ton s Lime and Poultry Grit 

State Q,uant1ty Value 1\.vg.Price Q,uantity Value Avg.Price Total Value 
To Mf.&r'.. Per Gross To Mfgr. Per Ton To Mf11ll". 

Gross t ! ~ort Tons t 1 1 ....................... 4,772,578 4,196,927 88 2,444 Y8,43l 3.45 4,205,358 
., Pa., li:l., and Ark. .. 305 824 233 187 76 - - - 233 187 
Total ••••••.•••••••••• 5 078 402 4430 114 87 2 444 8 431 3.45 4 438L 545 

LI MI NARY. 
Ll QUANTITIES OF LIME AND DUST PRODUCED IN NEW YORK ARE INCLUDED WITH THE IOIiA PRODUCTION. 

t (valued at $8,431) were produced by mussel-shell manufacturers. Mussel shells 
chased during the year amounted to 8,416 short tons, valued at $393,356 to the 
hermen. 

Mussel-shell products were manufactured in 11 plants in Iowa; 2 in New York; 
1 plant each in Pennsylvania, Arkansas, and Missouri. Shells were taken in 10 
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states in the ~~ssissippi River and Great Lakes region. The producing states in 
the order of their irr.portance were: Tennessee, which contributed 33 percent of 

T~2 - U. S. Production of Fresh-',~ater Mussel- Shp.ll Product", ! 1942-521' 
.~ 

B u t ton s Other Total 
Year Quantity Value Avg. Price Products...2/ Value 

To Mfgr. Per Gross Value To l'ifgr . To ~gr. 

195:JJ •• 
Gross :i. 1.. 1 i 

5,078,4.02 4,430,114 87 8,431 4.,438,545 
1951 · .. 4,::'34,759 3,805,352 84 40,309 3 ,845,661 
1950 · .. 4,940,190 4,074,775 82 51,758 4,1..6,5;)3 
1949 · .. 4,720,239 3,696,452 78 71,251 3 ,767,703 
1948 · .. 6,810,135 5,~96,:1l 79 50,610 5 ,447,181 
1947 · .. 8,254,000 8,166,000 99 ~ 8 ,166 ,000 
1946 · .. 9,669,580 6,527,758 68 101,820 y 6 ,629,578 
1945 · .. Y9,O:"'7,685 Y 4,844,647 54 - 4,844,647 
1944 · .. 8,024,609 4,306,353 54 122,550 4 ,428 ,903 
1943 · .. 8,077,523 3,679,o05 46 102,7:"'3 3 ,782 ,028 
1942 · .. 11,585,292 4 980,4.76 43 83,795 5,064~?l 
jJPRELIMINARY. 
61CR0SHED SHELL LIME, POULTRY GRIT, AND CUT SHELLS. 
;YESTIMATED. 
~DATA NOT AVAILABLE. 

the total quantity; Alabama, 28 percent; Arkansas, 22 percent; Kentucky , 6 percent; 
Indiana and Iowa, 3 percent each; Mississippi, 2 percent; Illinois, 1 percent; and 
Louisiana and ''';isconsin 2 percent. 

***** 
MARINE PEARL-SHELL BUTTONS: The production of marine pearl-shell buttons m 

1952 amounted to 4,486,456 gross, valued at $6,880,104 to the manufacturers (table 1 

Table 1 - U. S. Production of Marine 
Pearl-Shell Buttons B States, 195z1i 

State Quantity 
Value Av/Z.Price 
To Ylfgr. Per Gross 

Gross 1 1 
Connecticut ...... 1,173,423 1,518,957 1.29 
~ew York ••••••••• 1,057,656 1,625,333 1.54 
~ew Jersey ••••••• 1,059,190 1,718,335 1.62 
ennsy1vania and 
Maryland ••••••• 1,130,451 1,914,794 1.69 

OW8 •• ~ •••••••••• 65,736 102 685 1.56 
Total ••••••• 4 486,456 6,880 104 1.53 

~PRODUCED PRINC PALLY FROM IMPORTED SHELLS. PRELIMINARY. 

This was a decrease of 4 percent in quantity 
and 11 percent in value, compared with 1951. 
Manufacturers received anaverage of$1.53 per 

Table 2 - U. S. Production of Marine 
Pearl-Shell futtons, 1942-52 

Year Quantity 
Value Avg.Prize 

To Mfgr . Per Gross 

1952.!i •• 
Gross 1 i 
4,486,~6 6,880,104 1.53 

1951 · .. 4,665,285 7,714,846 1.65 
1950 · .. 5,803,641 9,239,018 1.59 
1949 ... 4,089,712 6,782 , 281 1.66 
1948 ... 4,974,073 8,587,011 1. 73 
1947 · .. 5,087,000 7,902,000 1.55 
1946 · .. 3,461,559 5,635,904 1.63 
19~ · .. 2,398,020 3,286 , 2~ 1.37 
1944 ••• 2,035,320 2,601,626 1.28 
fl.943 ••• 2,949,978 3,792,059 1.29 
tJ..942 ••• 5 364 718 4 532 695 .84 
lIPRELIMINARY. 

gross for their 1952 production, compared with an average of $1.65 in 1951 and S4 
cents in 1942. 

I' 
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U. S. Shrimp Imports, 1952 

United States shrimp (fresh, froz en, canned, and dried) imports from all 
countries in 1952 totaled 38,470,510 pounds, a decrease of 8 percent from 1951 

~
. 'i'i!"-'¥J and 4 percent less than in 1950 ( t able 1) . This decline was due mainly 
~~ . to poor fishing on the Hexican west coast. ~1exico as usual was still 
~~~ the largest foreign shipper of fresh and frozen shrimp t o the United 
~ States. Almost its entire production is exported to the UnitedStates. 

In 1952 Mexican shipments comprised 88 percent of the t otal shrimp imports 
into the United States, compared with 94 percent in 1951, and 99 percent in 1950. 

Table 1 - U. S • .3hrimn (Fresi";., Frozen, Canned and Dried) Imports 1950-52 
Country of Ori t; in 1952 1951 1950 

1 / Los . Lbs. Lbs. 
MeXiCof> •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 33 ,762., 447 39 , 575 ,128 39,652,640 
Pan~ .17........................... 3 ,439 ,429 1,218,200 143,006 
Canal Zon~ ••• ~r""' .. "'." ..... ... 463,434 657,350 148, 250 
Oth er C oun tr i e ~ •••.•••••.•.•••.•.•••• 1--;~_8:-::0::-::5:-,' ,'-:2:-:0-:0:-ir--:":'--::3:-:7:-::3~,~:-::_2:-::3:-::5:-ir---::-::'2-=5-=4---=1-=6-=7:-1 

Total •••••••••••.•••.••••••••• 38~ 470 , 510 4l~823J913 40 ,198,063 
lIMOSTLY FROZEN, BUT INCLUDES SOME FRESH SH RIMP. 
~MOSTLY CANNED AND DRIED, BUT DOES INCLUDE SOME FROZEN SHRIMP. 

~hipments of shrimp (mostly frozen ) from Panama have i ncreased substantially in 
~he past few years. From a total of 143,006 pounds in 1950, Panama shipments in
creased to 3,439,429 pounds in 1952. 

Table 2 - U. S. Shr irc.pVImnorts fron: I':e'Xico by_ Customs Di st ricts 
Customs District 

NeVI York •.•••••••••..•..••......•..•• 
Buffalo •••••.•.•.•.•...•.•.......•.•. 
Rochester •••••.•.•••••••...•.•... 0 ••• 

Fhiladelphia •••.•.•.•.•.•.•••.•.••.•• 
r1a.rJ'land •••.•••.••••••.•••••.•.•••••• 
Florida ..•.•.•.•.•.•.........•.....•. 
New Orleans •••••.•.•.•...•...•.•...•• 
Galveston •••••••••••••••••••.•.••.•.. 
Laredo ...••••.•..•.•.•.•..•.•..•.•••• 
El Paso •••.....•.• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 

Arizona •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
San Diego •••••.•••••••••.••••.•.••••• 
Los Angeles •••••.•••••••••••••.•.•••• 
San Francisco ••••••••.•.••••••••...•• 
Chi cago •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 
tvlinnesota •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Verm.ont ••..••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Thlluth •••••.•.•••••.•.•.•.•.•••.••.•• 
Wisconsin •••••••••••.• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Connecticut •••••••••••••.•.•••• 0 ••••• 

Colorado ............................. . 
St. Louis •••••.•••••••••.•••.•.•.•••• 
Washington ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1950- 52 
1950 
Lb s . 

691,875 
34,600 
30,000 
93, 100 
30 ,000 

614,332 
1,842,291 

68 , 000 
3 ,256,939 

23 ,045,869 
1,639,932 
3,096,136 

372,115 
4,043,962 

129,750 

1,988 
34,600 

197,995 
429,156 

Oregon •••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• ~ __ ~~~~~-:-::~~~~~-+~~~~-~~I Total...................... 39.652 640 
l/M OS TL Y FRESH AND FROZEN. 
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I mports from Mexico by customs districts indicate that the biggest decline 
occurred in entries through the Arizona Customs District (table 2) . S~nce the 
bulk of Mexico's west coast producti~n enters the United States through this port 
of entry, it corroborates the reports :hat shrimp production in that area has de
clined considerably. 

Wholesale Prices 

i1hol=sale aV'erage pr ices for edible fishery products this Earch were down 
fro!:] the previous month and }I.arch 1952. The drop.vas attributed to heavy inven
tories of frozen fish and lowe~ meat prices . Production of fresh fi sh was about 

Table 1 - vfuolesale Average Prices and Revised Indexes for Edible Fish and Shellfish , 
Earch 10 53 and Ccmparisons 

Group, Subgroup, Foint of Avg . Prices Indexes 
1-_____ ----"a'-"n""d-'I::.:t:;:e""m'-'S::.J)p"'Ee'-"c""i~h"'· c""a:..::t""i-"'on"-_____ --I---'P-"r..=..::cicAM. __ r!!-nit m (1947-49 = 100 

lar. / 1!Feb.l / Kar . Feb . Jan . 
~ 1953- 1m l2.2l 1221 

11 FISH A~~ SHZLLFISH {Fresh-L Frozen and Canned) •••••••••.••....•.....•..•••.••• 102.8 108 . 0 110. 5 
Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products: ......••.••............••..••.. .... .. . .. •••• 105 . 7 114 . 6 119 . 3 

Drawn, Dressed, or .Jhole Finfish: .................... ................. ...... 9L...8 112 . 2 117 .5 
Haddock, large ,-Offshore, drawn, fresh •••••••• Boston lb . .07 .11 73 . 4 114.3 131 . 7 
Halibut, Western, 20/80 lbs., dressed 

Har . 

ill.? 
109. 
114 . 
117 . 
lOB. 

fresh or frozen .............................. N.Y.C. . 33 . 32 102 .1 100 .1 103 . 2 10B .4 
Salmon, king, 1ge . & med., dressed, 

fresh or frozen •••.•••.••••••••••..•••••••••• .49 .49 109 . 6 109.0 110 . 7 l1B .6 
Whitefish, mostly Lake Superior, drawn 

(dressed), fresh ...................................................... Chicago 11 .41 . 62 
ltlhitefish, mostly Lake Erie pound or gill 

net, round, fresh ..... ............. .... .... . . N. Y.C. . 37 • 65 
Lake trout, domestic, mostly No.1 , drawn 

(dressed), fresh .... ... .. ...................... ......................... Chicago " .63 . 63 
Yellow pike, mostly ~;icnigan (Lakes };ichigan 

& Huron) round fresh .0....................... ••.•• ~ .Y .C. II .55 .50 
Processed, Fresh (Fish and Shellfish): •••.••••••....••••.••••••...• ••••••••• 
Fillets, haddock, sffil., skins on , 20-lb . tins .. Boston lb. . )0 . 32 
Shrimp, 1ge. (26-30 count), headless, fresh 

or frozen •••. .•••••.. . • ••••••.••.•••••••••••• N. Y. C. " . 83 . 79 
Oysters, shucked, standards ••.••.•••••••.••••• Norfolk 

area gal 4.75 4.75 
Processed, Frozen (Fish and Shellfish): ...................... > ............. . 

Fillets: Flounder "'Vellomail), skinless 
10-1b. pkg . ....... . ................ Boston lb. . 33 . 37 

Haddock, sml., skins on, 10-1b. 
cello-pack ••••••.•••....••• •. .•.••• . 21 .21 

Ocean perch, skins on , 10-lb. ce11o-
pack •••••••••••••••...•..•....••• •• Gloucester 11 . 24 . 24 

Shrimp, lJ;te. (26-30 count) 5-1b . pkg . ........ Chicago II .83 . 79 
Canned Fishery Products: .••.•.•.••.•••.•.•••••••••••••.•••..•.••.••••.•••• •••• 

Salmon, pink, No . 1 tall (16 oz.), 48 cans 
per case •••••.•• •••••••••••••.•.•.. . .•••.••••• 

Tuna, light meat, s olid pack, No . ~ tuna 
Seattle case 19 . 71 19 .71 

(7 oz.), 48 cans per case .................... . 
Los 
Angeles " 

" " 
Sardines (pilchards), Calif ., tomato pack, 

No.1 oval (15 oz . ), 48 cans per case ••••••••• 
Sardines, J'.aine, keyless oil, No . 1; drawn 

(3f oz.) 100 cans per'case ............... .... N.Y.C . 

1.4.80 1.4.65 

9 .25 9 . 25 

7 . 70 7.70 

100 .4 152 .4 142 . 5 

73.8 131.4 99 .1 

129 .1 128.1 124 .0 

129 . 0 117 .2 96 .1 
122.1 120.0 125.2 
102 .1 107 . 2 131.0 

130. 4 124.9 122.5 

117 . 5 117.5 126 .B 
112 . 7 112 . 3 113 . 6 

115.7 129 . 7 119 . 2 

76.2 76.2 92 .0 

114 .4 114.4 114.4 
127.3 121.9 121.1 

98 .5 98 .1 97 .6 

104.4 104 .4 104.4 

92 .4 91.5 90 .5 

108.0 108 .0 106.8 

81.9 81.9 79.3 
l!REPRESENT AVERAGE PRI CES fOR ONE OAY (MONDAY OR TUESDAY) OUR 1 NG THE WEEK 1 N WH 1 CH THE 15TH Of THE MONTH OCCURS. 

161. 

156 • 

133 . 

155.9 
111 .5 
115. 

110.' 

111 .3 
109 ~ 

136.7 

113.4 

113.2 
96 .~ 

102~ 

109.6 

B9.( 

109. 

105 .1 

normal f or this time of year. The over-all edible fish and shellfish (fresh,froz e 
and canned) · ... holesale index for March was 102 0 8 perce:1t of the 1947-49 average 
(table 1 ) --/h 8 percent lmrer than in February and 60 1 pe rcent below March 1952, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor reports . 

The March index for the drawn, dressed, or whole finfish subgroup was down 
5.6 percent from February, but there were mixed trends for the i ndividual items. 
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In spite of lighter-than-average landings, large drawn offshore haddock at Boston 
dropped 35.8 percent. Whitefish at New York and Chicago dropped considerably from 
a month earlier--43.8 percent at New York and 34.1 percent at Chicago. All other 
items were priced higher than in February. Compared with March 1952, all items 

BOARD ON WHICH TRIP HAILS OF SMALL JRAGGERS 
AND LINE TRAWLERS ARE POSTED AT NEW ENGLAND 
FISH EXCHANGE, BOSTON FISH PIER, PRIOR TO 
THE CALL FOR BIDS. 

in this subgroup sold at considerably 
lower prices this March. 

Fresh processed fish and shellfish 
prices rose 1.B percent above February 
and 9.5 percent over March 1952 due en
tirely to higher shrimp prices. Shrimp 
landings continued light and the market 
was strong. Fresh haddock fillet prices 
at Boston declined while shucked oysters 
at Norfolk remained unchanged. Compared 
with March 1952, fresh shrimp and oyster 
prices were up and haddock prices were 
down. 

From February to March frozen fish 
and shellfish prices cont i nued to de
cline, but inventories were being reduced. 
This decline was more than offset by a 

urther increase in frozen shrimp prices. Frozen fillets of haddock and ocean 
,erch were priced the same as in February, but flounder fillets dropped 11.B per
ent. Compared with a year earlier, the processed frozen fish and shellfish sub
rroup index was 20B percent higher--shrimp was up 32.1 percent, but haddock fillets 

flounder fillets ~ere down 32.2 and 15.4 percent respectiv~ly. 

Canned fishery products prices in March were 0.4 percent higher than in Feb
ary, but 3.6 percent 10\ver than March 1952 . The only change from February was 
1.O-percent increase in canned tuna prices. Inventories of canned tuna were 
wer and the market stronger. Also, canned tuna was the only canned fish item 
iced higher than in March 1952--all other canned fish were priced lower. 

SEAWEED RESOURCES OF CANADA 

DO YOU KNOW THAT: 

Enough valuable products can be extracted from Canadian seaweed to 
payoff Canada's national debt, according to Dr. A. ~ . Kerr, President 
of Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 




