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FREIGHT RATE INCREASE EXTENDED TO 122.2.: The railroads wer e granted an ex­
tension of the expiration date of t he increases in freight rat es and charges 
authorized by the Interstate Commerce Commission in its report and order of April 
11, 1952, on Ex Parte No. 175 (and Sub- No. l)--Increased Freight Rates, 1951. 
The expiration date of the increases in freight rates and charges was changed by 
the Commission from February 28, 1954, to December 31, 1955. 

At the same time (in July 1953 ) the Commission deni ed t he railroads ' appeal 
to make the 15-percent temporary increase (granted on rai l f reight rates in April 
1952) permanent. 

SOME RATE INCREASES GRANTED TO RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY: "Express rates and 
ch~ges may justly and reasonably be increased not to t he extent proposed but to 
the extent indicated herein," states the Interst ate Commerce Commission in its 
report on Ex Parte No. 185 (Increased Express Rat es and Charges, 1953) decided on 
July 20, 1953. In this proceeding, the Railway Express Agency, Inc., had pro­
posed an average increase of about 23.5 percent in i ts rates and charges. How­
ever, the increases approved by the Commissi on r epresent about a 15- percent over­
all increase in rates and charges. Minimum charge for all classes of fishery 
products shipments were authorized to be $1.80 a s compared with $2.30 requested 
by the Railway Express Agency, Inc. Also, t he Commission denied the Express 
Agency's petition for a 25-percent increase i n re-i cing charges. 

The principal increases of interest to the fishery industries as proposed 
and approved are outlined belOW: 

1. First-class rates 
per 100 pounds. 

2. First-class charges 
1 to 99 POUl.:iS .. 

3. Multiples of first 
class rates and 
charges. 

4. Second-class rates 
per 100 pounds. 

Proposed 

Flat increas e of $1.04 or 
$1.05 based on certai n 
proposed factors. 

Based on certain proposed 
factors, minimum charge 
$2.30 per shipment. 

Increase proportionately to 
the proposed increases on 
first class. 

To be 75 perc ent of pro­
posed increased first-class 
rates, 

Approved 

20 percent, subject to 
$1.04 as m~um, based on 
certain approved factors. 

Based on certain approved 
factors, minimum charge 
$1.80 per shipment. 

Increase proportionately to 
the approved increases on 
first class. 

To be 75 percent of 
approved increased first­
class rates. 



t.­_0 

Item 

5. Second- class 
charges 1 to 99 
pounds. 

6. 

7. P~l other less 
carload commodity 
rates and charges . 

Proposed 

To be 75 percent of in­
creased first-class 
charges, observing 75 per­
cent of the 10-pound 
first-class charge as a 
rrunl.'llUID but no charge to 
be less t han $2.30. 

Increase by 25 percent. 
No charge to be less than 
t2 .30 per shipment. 

8 . Re-icing charges on 25 percent. 
L.C.L. perishables. 
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Approved 

To be 75 percent of in­
creased first-class 
charges, observing 75 per­
cent of the 10-pound 
first-class charge as a 
minimum but no charge to 
be less than $1.80 per 
shipment. 

Inc rease by 20 percent, 
subject to appropriate 
maxima so as to maintain 
the present percentage 
relationships to first 
class, except that rn~ 
on so-called gift packages 
of fruit shall be 50 cents 
per shipment from origins 
in Washington, Oregon, and 
California, and 40 cents 
per shipment from other 
origins. No charge to be 
less than $1.80 per ship­
ment . 

No increase. 

Selective Service System 

MANPO\CR POLICY FOR THE COMLERCIAL FISl-!I~;G INDUSTRY A}lENDED: An amendment 
of Operations Bulletin No. 91 (Manpower Policy for the Commercial Fishing Indu 
try) was issued by the Select i ve Service System on July 31, 1953. The original 
bulletin was issued on March 5, 1953. The amendment substitutes the Fish and, 
il life Service, U. S. Department of the Interior, in place of the Defense F~S 

eries Administration , U. S. Department of the Interior, as the agency which ~l 
requested to furnish information as to the essentiality of registrants engag 
the commercial fishing industr y . 
E ~EE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, MARCH 1953, pp, 69 - 71 . 
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Eighty-Third Congress (First Session) 

JULy 1953 

Listed below are public bills and resolut i ons introduced and referred to co~­
~ttees or passed by the Eighty-Third Congress (First Session ) and signed y the 
ITesident that directly or indirectly affect the fisheries and allied industries . 
Public bills and resolutions are s hown in this section only vlhen introduced and 
if passed, when signed by the President; but a l so shown are t he Il'ore pertinent ;e­
ports, hearings, or chamber actions on some of the bills shown in this section from 
month to month. 

~ INTRODUCED: 

Air Transportation of Fish and Shellfish: I n t he 
House; !!. !!. 6310 (Younger)": a bill to amend the 
Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938 to exempt operations 
in the transportation of livestock, fish, and agri­
cultural, floricultural, and horticultural cOlIDDodi­
ties from the Act and from regulation by the Civil 
Aeronautics Board thereunder; to the committee on 
Interstate and Foreign COIlBllerce. 

Better Fishing Rodeo Q!z: In the House, .!!. !:!:. 
Res. ~ (Van Pelt)"":'"joint resolution designating 
August 22, 1953, as Better Fishing Rodeo Day; to t he 
Colllli.ttee on the Judiciary. (Authorizes President 
to issue a proclamation calling for participation 
by boys and girls of America in "Better Fishing 
Rodeo Day.") 

f!!!llmllQrtations Investigation: In the House, 
tl. Res. ~ (Bates) - resolution requesting the Sec­
retary of the Treasury to investigate fish importa­
tions under Anti-Dumping Act of May 27, 1921; t o t he 
Colllllittee on ways and Means. Departments of Com­
merce and State, and the Tariff Commission have been 
asked to submit a report. 

Fishermen's Estimated ~ Tax: In the House, 
tl· E. ~ (Metcalf) - a ~ill to extend to fisher­
men the same treatment accorded farmers in relat i on 
to estimated income tax; to the Committee on -.'1ays 
and Means. 

Northern Pacific Halibut Act Amendment: H. R. 6467 
(Weichel) - Aii'ITlintroducedin the House to amend 
the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1937; to the 
COomnittee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries. ( Impl e­
ments the 1953 Convention between the United States 
and Canada for the preservation of the Halibut Fish­
ery of tbe Northern Pacific and the Bering Sea signed 
~Ottawa, March 2, 1953, and which replaces a simi-

1937 treaty. Simply changes wording and t erms 
of 1937 law in order to make it applicable to the 
new ConYention. 

646~: ~ (Toby) _ - Senate bill similar to .!!. E. 
--'c ' 0 the COlllllll.ttee on Interstat e and Foreign 
_erce. 

In ~~ 2!: Vessels 12 Original Owners E.r g. §. : 
0- ouse, .!j. R. 6116 (Hart) - a 'pi ll t o give 
• .. ers of rt - - --Or re i _ c~ un special-purpose vessel s purchased 

ity t~ Sltlo~ed by the United States an opportun­
needed :;eacqulre such vessels when they are no l onger 
~erch / th~ United States; to the Committee on 
'e sse~. ) ".anne and Fisheries. (Includes fishing 

~~, Marketin.!h and Prices of Agricultural 
---- In the House,-.!!. li. 6652 ( Cunningham) -

a bill to regulate comme rce among the several States 
and with foreign nations to regulate sUDoly of crops 
and to thereby guard agai nst famine and destitution 
in any part of the United States and its possessions 
and in other nations, to promote orderly marketing 
of crops, to insure against unduly depresslve price 
levels, and t o establish a board and corporations 
for such purposes ; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Tuna Import Duty: In the House, li. !!. 6546 -
(Wilson of California ) - a bill to amend the Tariff 
Act of 1930, so a s to impose certain duties upon the 
importation of t una; t o the Committee on ways and 
Means. Provi des for 6- cents-per-pound duty on fresh 
or frozen tuna (whether or not packed in ice, whole 
or beheaded , or divided into portions), except that 
(1) the duty shall be 3 cents per pound for 15 per­
cent of t he average apparent annual consumption of 
tuna during the preceding five calendar years entered 
in any calendar year, and (2) except that 5 percent 
of the average apparent annual consumotion of tuna 
during the preceding five years entered from ports 
of the American Republics in any calendar yearshall 
be dut y free . The quantity adm tted duty free from 
the ports of the American Republics shall be sub­
tracted f rom the quantity admitted at the rate of 3 
cents per pound. Secretary of the Treasury is di­
rected to determine the proportionate amounts of 
fresh or f r ozen tuna of each of the several SPecies 
whi ch have been imported during the most recent 
five-year per iod and shall, so far as oractica~le, 
establish individual quotas for each of the several 
species of tuna. Amends naragraph 718 of the ariff 
Act of 1930 by adding the following new subparagraph: 
" (c) Tuna , preoared, or p eserved in any manner when 
packed i n containers of ru.y kind, 45 per centum ad 
val orem." Amount of t una to be admitted into the 
United States whether fresh or fr07en or w~etner 
prepared or preserved in any manner shall be limi ed 
to 25 percent of the apLarent average annual cor­
sUF~tion of tuna during the preceding five calendar 
yea~s or the eq~_valent of 2,700,000 cases ~f tuna 
calculated at 48 7-oz cans to the case (consirlered 
equal to 120,000,000 pounds on a round-weight bas1 , 
whi chever quantity may be the larger. Will include 
these species of tuna: yellowfin, bluefin, big-eyed 
skipjack, and albacore. The duti~s imrosed "s~al 
not be as sessed or collected in violat on of ar~ n 
ternat ional obligation of the Pnited Sates exist 
on the date of the enactment of this Act: Drovided, 
That the President is directed ~ed1ately to in 0 e 
Article XII of the Rec~procal rade Agree ert e­
tween t he United States and Iceland, signed August 
1943 f or the purpose of terminating all 0 li a 
of the United States under Articles '1111 and X 0 

the agreement with respect to tuna, bonito, and ye -
lowtail included in item 718 (b) of Sched e I of 
the said agreeI:1ent." All tt:na entering tre ed 
States from sources outside the cus oms a ea 0 

United States shall be consiaered 0 be f~r re 
sources and subject to this Act. 
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Tuna Imp01 Duty: :in the House, .!j • .!!. 6261 (King 
of California - a bill to amend the Tariff Act of 
1930, so as to impose certain duties upon the impor­
tation of tunafish, and for other purposes ; to the 
Cor.unittee on Ways and Means . (v:ould impose an im­
port duty of 45 percent ad valorem on tuna prepared 
of preserved in any manner when packed in containers 
weighing with their contents not more than 15 pounds 
each. ) 

li • .!!. ~ (Utt) - similar to .!j • .!! . 6261; to the 
Committee on Nays and Means. 

Tuna ImpOrj Duty: In the House , li. ~. 6512(King 
of California - a bill to amend the Tariff Act of 
1930, so as to impose certain duties upon the impor -­
tation of tunafish, and for other purposes; to the 
Commi t tee on Ways and Means. ,.ould impose a duty 
of 45 percent ad valorem for impor ts of tuna pre ­
pared or preserved in any manner, whether or not 
packed in oil or in oil and other substances when 
packed in containers weighing with their contents 
not more than 15 pounds each . This duty also applies 
to tuna (whether or not in bulk or in imr.ediatecon­
tainers , regardless of weight of container) • . Iould 
impose a duty of 45 percent ad valorem on frozen 
tuna loins. liould direct President to enter into 
negotiations with other countries party to an agree­
ment on which tuna products have been granted acon­
cession in order to withdraw such concession . Sim­
ilar to li. E. 6818 . Revises H. E. 6261 . 

Wildlife Restoration Projects: In the House, 
H. R. 6438 (Angell) - a bill to provide that the 
United States shall aid the states in wildlife res­
toration projects and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Eerchant l-:arine and Fisheries . (Pro­
vides for t he spending of an unexpended balance in 
the Treasury of $13,467,468 . 71 under the provisions 
of the Act of September 2, 1937. These funds would 
be made available to the States and Territories for 
wildlife restoration projects. Cor.~ercial fisher­
ies projects would not be included.) 

Customs Simplification: House passed, by a voice 
vote, li. E. 5877, to amend certain administrative 
provisions of the Tariff Act of 1930 and related 
laws. This bill is designed to modernize the admin­
istrative and procedural provisions of the custom 
laws and does not propose any changes in classifica­
tions or rates of duty. 

Senate passed with amendments li • .!!. 2§11, to 
amend certain administrative provisions of the Tar­
iff Act of 1930 (Customs Simplificati on Act of1953) 
after adopting all committee amendments. ' 

li. li. 5877, to amend certain adrranistrative pro­
visions of the Tariff Act of 1930 and related laws, 
was cleared for the White House when the Houseagreed 
to Senate amendments the reto. 

House passed li • .!! . ~, to amend the Tariff Act 
of 1930 with respect to the determination of value, 
the conversion of currency , and certain American 
metal products returned. 

Food and Drug Factory InSpection: House passed 
by a voice vote, li. B. 21kQ, to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act , so as to orotect the 
public health and welfare by providing ~ertain au­
thority f or factory inspection, after a motion to 

recommit the bill had been rejected by a voice vote. 
Rejected an amendment that would have required in­
spectors to get a court orde r for such inspections 
if refused admission by the owners . 

Food Standards: House cleared for the President 
li. B. 6434, to amend the Food and Drug Act relating 
to food standards . 

Northern ~acific Halibut Act Amendment: Senate 
passed without amendment and-cIeared for the House 
~. 2434, to amend the Northe rn Pac ific Halibut Act 
of 1937. 

House passed and sent to the 'tlhit e House ~. 2434, 
to amend the No rthern Pacific Halibut Act of 1937. 
(Makes changes i n the original act to conform tothe 
Convention between the Unit ed States of America and 
Canada for the Pr eservation of the Halibut f'ishery 
of the Northern Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, silO1ed 
at Ottawa, March 2, 1953 . ) -

Reciprocal Trade Agreements : Senate passed with 
amendments H. 'to 51.95, to extend the authority of 
the Preside;t to enter into trade afreements under 
section 350 of the Tariff Act of 1930, after agree­
ing to consider the bill as reported as orifinal 
text for purpose of amendment and after taking the 
following actions on amendments thereto: 

Adopted: Millikin amendment providing that Gen­
eral Agrp.ement on Tariffs and Trade shall not be af­
fected by enactJrent of bill ; /o'illikin amendment pro­
viding that in certain cases of dIvided vote, Tariff 
Commission shall transmit to President its findings 
and recommendations; Cordon amendment authorizing 
President to take immediate action in emergency cases 
affecting farm commodities , without awaiting'recom­
mendations of Tariff Commission , after first reject­
ing, on division vote , Magnuson amendment in the 
nature of a substitute therefo r: and Gore amendment 
respecting exemption of Tariff Commission employees 
from certain penal s tatutes; and 

Rejected: Malone amendment in nature of a sub­
stitute for the bill; /-:agnuson amendment ( in nature 
of a substitute for similar Cordon amendment) pro­
viding fo r investigation by Tariff Commission inany 
circumstances tending to i mpair U. S. agricultural 
program; Douglas amendment adding new title on cus­
toms simplification; and Kefauver amendment to sub­
stitute for title I the provisions of ~. 2138 (ex­
tending for 3 years authority to enter reciprocal 
trade agreements, etc . ) . Senate asked for confer­
ence on the bill , anrt appointed conferees. 

Small Business AdJrinist ration: Senate passed 
with amendr.!ents, li • .!! . 5141, to create the small _ 
Business Administration and to preserve small bUS1-
ness institutions and free competitive enterprise, 
after amending the bill by substituting for itstext 
the language of S . 1523, a simlaI' bill, which had 
first been amended by adoption of amended conunittee 
amendment (in nature of a substitute), on which the 
following actions on amendments had been taken: 

Adopted: Several Maybank amendments which would 
authorize loans of not more than $25 million at Bn! 
one time by the Small Business Administration toald 
in financing pr ojects under Federal, State, or mu­
nicipal law; Capehart amendment authorizing any Na­
tional bank or State member bank of Federal Reserve 
System to own stock in or make loans to private cord 
porations acquiring assets formerly held by RFCj an 
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~bright amendment requ1rlng, when f easible, pub­
lic notice of sale of RFC assets; 

House adopted conference report on !!. g. ~, 
to create the Small Business Administration and to 
preserve small business institutions and free com­
petitive enterprise and t he measure was sent to the 
Senate. 

Conference report on !!. g. 5141, to create the 
Small Business Administration, to preserve small 
business institutions and free competitive enter­
prise, and liquidate the RFC, was adopted by the 
Senate, clearing the bill for the White House. 

u. S. Jurisdiction over Outer Continental Shelf: 
Senate-by 45 yeas and 43 nays adopted conference 
report on Ii. !i. 21J!±, to provide for the jurisdic­
tion of the U. S. over the submerged lands of the 
outer Continental Shelf, cleari ng the bill for the 
President. 

~ REPORTED: 

~ Simplification: House Committee on Ways 
and Means voted to report to the House !!. g. 5877, 
to amend certain administrative provisions of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 and related laws. 

Senate Committee on Finance reported to the Sen­
ate H. R. 5877, to amend certain administrative pro­
visions-of the Tariff Act of 1930 (Cust oms Simplifi­
cation Act of 1953) , with amendments (2' Rept. 632). 

Food and Drug Factory Inspection Authority: House 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce reported 
li. ]i. 21!tQ, to permit factory, warehouse, etc., in­
spection in the enforcement of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act after f irst giving written 
notice to the owner, operator, etc., thereof (!!. 
~.~). 

Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare re­
ported to the Senate H. R. 5740, to amend the Fed­
eral, Food, Drug, and-Cosmetic Act, so as toprotect 
the public health and welfare by providing certain 
authority for factory inspection, with amendment 
(2' ~. ill). On August 3 Senate receded fromits 
amendment to this bill, thus clearing the bill for 
the President. 

Food Standards: House Committee on Interstate 
tnd Foreign Commerce reported to the House!!. g.~, 
to &mend sections 401 and 701 of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act so as to simplify the proce­
d(ures governing the establishement of food standards 
li·~·m). 

Interior Appropriations: House adopted confer­
ence :e~rt (!!. Rept. 947) on !!. g. 4828, making ap­
propnahons for the Department of the Interior (in­
cludes Fish and Wildlife Service) for fis cal year 
1954, and sent the measure to the Senate. Senate 
~~oPted conference report on !!. g. 4828, agreeing to 

use amendments to certain Senate amendments and 
cleared the bill for the President I s signature. 

Co N?rthern Pacific Halibut Act Amendment: House 
t IIIIIl1ttee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries reported 
e~ the ~ouse Ii. !i. §Mil, a bill to amend the North­
(Hn PaCific Halibut Act of 1937; without amendment 
thO ~. No. 12!tl). Referred to the Committee of 

e Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Senate Commit t ee on Interstate and Foreign Com­
merce ordered favorably reported without amendment 
~. 2434, to amend the Northern Pacific Halibut Act 
of 1937 (2' Rept. ~) . 

Prevention of Collisions in Inland Waters: Sen­
ate Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
reported to the Senate !!. g. 2234, to amend the 
rules for the prevention of collisions on certain 
inland waters of the United States and on the west­
ern rivers; without amendment (~. Rept. 820). 

Small Business Act of 1953: House Committee on 
Banking and Currency reported to House ~ g. 6648, 
to amend section 205 of the Small Business Act of 
1953; without amendment (!!. Rept. No. 1048). 

Trade-Agreements Extension: House Committee on 
Ways and Means voted to report to the House H. R. 
5894, to amend the Trade Agreements Extension Act 
of 1951 and certain other provisions of law to pro­
vide adequate protection for American workers, 
miners, farmers, and producers. 

U. S. Jurisdiction over Outer Continental Shelf: 
Conferees, in exec,utive5'ession, agreed to filea 
conference report on the differences between the 
Senate- and House-passed versions of Ii. g. ~,to 
provide for the jurisdiction of the U. S. over the 
submerged lands of the outer Continental Shelf. As 
approved by the conferees, the House would recede 
from its disagreement to the Senate amendment, and 
agree to same with an amendment, part of which 
agreement would be the deletion from the bill of 
the so-called Hill education amendment. Conference 
report reported to the House (!!. Rept. 1031). House 
adopted conference report and sent measure to the 
Senate. 

CHAMBER ACTION: 

Presidential Authority to Enter into Trade-~­
ments: The House disagreed to Senate Amendments 
to H. B. 5495, to extend the authority of the Pres­
ident to enter into trade agreements under section 
350 of the Tariff Act of 1930; agreed,to a confer­
ence with the Senate; and appointed conferees. 

Trade Agreements Extension: The House by a roll 
calr-vote of 242 yeas to 161 nays, voted to recom­
mit H. R. 5894, to amend the Trade Agreements Ex­
tensIon-Act of 1951 and certain other provisions of 
law to orovide adequate protection for American 
workers·, miners, farmers , and producers. ·"hile in 
the Committee of the vfuole House on the State of 
the Union a motion to strike the enacting clause 
was adopted by a teller vote of 175 yeas to 119nays. 
H. Res. 347, the rule providing for 3 hours of de­
bate-on,~e waiving of points of order against, 
and limiting amendments to li. g. 5894 was adopted 
by a roll call vote of 219 yeas to 183 nays. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Customs Simplification: Senate Comrrdttee on 
Fin~ered favorably reported with amendments 
H. R. 5877, to amend certain administrativ~ pr~vi­
sions of the Tariff Act of 1930 (Customs S1mp11fi­
cation Act of 1953). Among the amendments there is 
one that would (1) delete from the bill (a) section 
15 on dutiable value, and (b) section 22 on conver­
sion of currency. 



50 COl.JMERCIAL FISHERIES R1'VIEW Vol . 15, No.8 

Northern Pacific Halibut Fishery Convention: 
Senate Commi~ Foreign Relations ordered favor­
ably reported convention with Canada for the preser­
vation of halibut fishery of North Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea (Exec . P, 83d Cong., 1st sess . ) . 

BILlS SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT: 

Defense Production Act: S. lOB 1 , Defense Produc­
tion Act amendments of~53,-signed June 30, 1953 
(E· b· 2.2.). 

Small Business Administration: ll. E. 5141, to 
create the Small Business Administration, to pre­
serve small business institutions and free competi­
tive enterprise, and Liquidate the RFC. Signed 
July 30, 1953 (E. 1. ~). 

CONGRESSIONAL REPORTS: 

Committee reports on bills reported in this sec­
tion of interest to the fishery and allied indus­
tries available only from the comrr.ittee submitting 
the report. 

Amending the Federal Food, Drug , and Cosmetic 
Act so as t o Protect the Public Health and welfare 
2I ProvIdi~ ~ Mh~ f~tOrY Inspec­
tion, ~ Report No . ~ (July 29, 1~53, 83d 
Congress, 1st Session), 9 p., printed, to accompany 
H. R. 5740. The Senate Cocmittee on Labor and Pub­
Iic~Nelfare reported favorably on the bill with an 
amendment and recommended passage. The primary pur­
pose of this bill is to provide clear and enforcible 
statutory authority for the Food and Drug Adminis­
tration to inspect factories and other establish­
ments in which food, drugs devices, or cosmetics are 
manufactured, processed, packed, or held. 

House Report No. 708 (July 6, 1953) also to ac­
company H. E. 5740, by the House Committee on Inter­
state and Foreign Commerce. 

Amending the Northern Pacific Halibut Act Qf l:lJ] , 
House Report No. JmiJ. (July 29 , 1953, 83d Congress, 
1st Session), 2 p., printed, to accompany H. R.6467. 
The Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries re:­
ported favorably on the bill without amendment and rec­
ommended passage . This is simply an adjusting act,a 
tecrnical amendment, required in order to implement 
the Convention Between the United States and Canada 
for the Preservation of the Halibut Fishery of the 
Northern Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, signed at 
Ottawa , March 2, 1953. This convention was sent on 
July 1, 1953, by the President to the Senate for its 
advice and consent to ratification and has been r e­
ported favorably to the Senate by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. The convention is the f ourth in 
a series, each replacing the one next preceding, 
signed respectively in 1923 , 1930, 1937, and 1953. 
The first convention established a bilateral commis­
sion, charged with the duty of scientific investi­
gation of the North Pacific halibut fishery i n which 
nationals of the United States and Canada partici­
pate. The 1930 convention added regulatory powers 
which have been modified in accordance with findings 
of the continuing scientific investigation, by the 
1937 and 1953 versions. Enforcement of the Commis­
sion's regulations is carried out by the respective 
Governments. A law for this purpose, the Northern 
Pacific Halibut Act of 1937 (50 Stat. 325, 16 u. S. C. 
772~, provides penalties for violation of the regu­
latlons. The substantive provisions of the present 
law nave proved adequate in the past and are consid-

ered adequate to enable the United States to carry 
out its obligations under the new convention. The 
law, however, is by its terms specifically applica­
ble and limited t o the 1937 convention and the In­
ternational Fisheries Commissi6n named in t~at con­
vention. The pro posed amendment would, without 
changing any substant i ve provision of the law, ex­
tend its coverage to regulations promUlgated under 
the 1953 convention and any other treaty or conven­
tion which modifies or r'eplaces that convention. 

Amending the Rules for the Prevention of Collis­
ions on Certain Inland waters of the 1Jni ted StateS 
and on the iiestern Rivers , Senate Report No. 820 
\JUly 30 , 1953, 83d Congress , 1st Session~ 2 p., 
printed , to accompany H • .!!. 2234 . The Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce re ported favorably 
on the bill without amendment and recommended pas­
sage . The puroose of this bill and the companion 
bill (~. 321) introduced in the Senate is to effect 
a change in the rules of navigation governing the 
Mobile, 'Narrior, and Tombigbee Rivers in the State 
of Alabama . 

Amendment to Section 2Q2 of Small Business Act 
of 1222., House Report No . 1048 (July 30 , 1953,83d 
Congress, 1st Session), 2 p., pr inted, to accom~y 
ll. E. 6648 . The Cowmittee on Banking and Currency, 
reported favo rably on the bill without amendment and 
recommended passage. The bill would i n effect give 
the same au',hority to the Small Business Adm:inistra­
tion as the Small Defense Plants AdrrJ nistratior. has 
had since its creation in 1951 under the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, as amended , with resoect to 
the waiver of confLi ct-of - interest statutes in con­
nection with the employment of consultants and qual­
ified key oersonel in grades 16, 17, and 18. 

Amending Sections 401 and 701 of the FederalFood, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with R;speCt to EStabITShffieiit 
of Food Standa r ds , House Report)l'o . 934 (July 24, 
1953, 83d Congress,~Session ~6 ~ printed, to 
accompany H. R. 6434 . The Committee on Interstate 
and ForeigTI Co~erce reported favorably on the bill 
without amendment and recommended passage. The bill 
has a twofold purpose: (1) To s i mplify ~e proce­
dures governing the issuing , amending , or repealing 
of regulations fixing and establishing definitions 
and standards of identity, standards of quality, or 
standards of fill of container, for foods as autt:or­
ized by section 401 of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act, by restricting the requirements for 
the formal type of hearings, as now prescribed in 
section 701 ( e ) of that act, to instances where this 
procedure is desired by a party who would be adverse­
ly affected if the regulation, as proposed, were to 
become effective; and (2) To enlarge the class of 
persons who as a matter of right may petition the 
Secretary to act on a oro posal to i ssue, amend, or 
r epeal , as the case ~y be, any such regulation. 

Cus t oms Administration, House Report No. ~ 
(July 29 , 1953, 83d Congress, 1st SessionJ, 9 p., 
printed, to accom~any H. R. 6584. The Committee on 
Ways and Means reported favorably on the bill with­
out amendment and recommended passage . The bill 
amends the Tariff Act of 19.10 with respect to the 
determination of value, the conversion of currency, 
and certain American metal products . 

Customs Simplification Act of 195), Senate Re~ 
No. 632 (July 24, 1953, 83dCongress, lSt"Se5sion ~ 
30 p., printed, to accompany K. 1!.. 2m, The c~mmlt­
tee on Finance reported favorably on the bill ~th 
amendments and recommended passage. 
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Til dlllinistrative and procedural provisions of 
e atomo laws of the United states have not kept 

the cue • . f ' t t . 1 t d DIce with the rapid expamnon 0 1n erna ~ona ra e 
d the many recent far-reachi ng changes JJl methods 

~ t aneportation and the interchange of commodit i es. 
~ Rr S877 improves customs operations and reduces 
~li"t.lie(1l1e and expense of administering the~. It 
,liainatee certain unnecessary annoyances and l.n-

iUes which plague both the Government and pri-
equ d i t h . rt rt b . vate parties engage n e l.mpo -~xpo . uSl.n~s s. 
it leye the groundwork for substantl.al savl.ngs 1n 
the cost to the Government of handling the vast 
amount of ~oods entering this country from foreign 

sources. 

The bill does not change the import classifica ­
tion of any items which might be imported. The bill 
was intended, and has as its primary purpose, the 
saving of time, money, and complications in the ad­
ministration of our customs laws. 

Implementation of the Convention for the Preserva­
tion of the Halibut Fishery of the Northern Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea, ~ Reyort No. ill ( July 23 , 
1953, 83d Congress, 1st Session, 2 p., printed, to 
accompany §.. ill!t. The Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Cormnerce reported favorably on the bill with ­
out amendment and recommended passage. In its gen­
eral statement the Committee pointed out that the 
bill was simply an adjusting act. The changes i n 
the existing law (Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 
1937) are indicated in the report. 

Q!!ill Continental Shelf, ~ Report No. 1031 
(July 29, 1953, 83d Congress, 1st Session), 13 p ., 
printed, to accompany Ii. ~.~. The committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two House: 
on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H . R. 
~) to amend the Submerged Lands Act , r ecommended 
to their respect! ve Houses as follows : That t he 
House recade from its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate to the text of the bill and agree to 
the same with amendment. When used in this Act , the 
term "outer Continental Shelf" means all submerged 

Editorial Assistant--Ruth V. Ke ef'e 

l ands lying 5 award and out 
beneath navigable N~ters as 
the Submerged Land5 Act (Pu lic La 
Congress , first session , and of 
and seabed appertain to the Uni e 
s ubj e c t to its jurisdiction and con 
soil and seabed of the out Contin 
perta in to the United States and 
jurisdiction, control, and power of d1 
provided in this Act . This Ac shall 
in such manner that the crarac er s hi 
the wat e rs above the outer Cont n n 1 
r ight t o navigation and f1shing therein 
affected . 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: 

Reciprocal~: House and Scnat 
a mes s age from the President trans ttin 
Congress a report on the inclusion of eca c au 8 

in existing trade agreements. Hous referr d 
sage to the Committee on ~ays and Means 
i t pr inted as a House document (H. Doc. 
Senate referred message to COmroitte;-On 

TREATY RECEIVED: 

Halibut Fisheries of the orth P eif c Oc n 
the Bering Sea: ConventIOn" betwe ;:;--u:-s: ~M 
f or preservation of halibut ftsheries of t e rt 
Pacific Ocean and the Herl.ng Sea, s1 d at Otta a 
on March 2, 1953, was received (Exec. P, 3d 
1st session)--referred to Co ttee on F r 1 
lations. 

TREATIES RATIFIED: 

North Pacific Halibut Convention: 
resolution of ratIfICatIon by unan 
yeas, for convention between U. S. and 
preservation of halibut f1shery of orth 
Ocean and Bering Sea, signed at Otta 
1953 (Exec. P, 83d Cong., 1st sess on • 
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