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FIFTH ANt\TUAL l'i"E:ETING: The fifth Annual l"ieeting of the International iJhaling 
Commission convened in London J u ne 22-26, according to a press release from the Com
mission. The 17 countries re]:resented by delegates were: Australia, Brazil, Can
ada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Japan, Mexico, the Ketherlands, New Zealand,Norway, 
Fanama, South Africa , Sweder" U. S .S.R., United Kingdom, and United States. Four 
other countries--Argentina , Italy, Peru, and Fortugal--and three international bod
ies sent observers. The next meeting on JU:y 19, 1954, will be held in Tokyo, Ja
pan. 

Nost of the Commission I s deliberations centered arourrl the necessity for some 
definite measures designed to promote t he conservation of the whale stocks, which 

is the main concern of the Commission; unanimity 
was reached upon a number of these measures. How
ever, as these have to be communicated to ea ch 

government "Khich then has the right 
to object within a period of 90 
days, no finality can be reached 
until the expiration of that period. These measures involve amendments to the Sched
ule attached to the International vfualing Convention of 1946. 

Apart from the substantive amendments, a large number of other amenmnents to 
the Schedule, of a purely drafting character, were accepted by the Commission and 
will also be submitted to Contracting Governments. 

The Commission also ap!'roved a re-arrangement of t he entire Schedule so as to 
secure uniformity, and this will in due course be sutmitted to the governments for 
their acceptanc e . 

ANTARCTIC WHALE-OIL PRODUCTION, 1945/46 TO 1952/53 

Uhales taken durin6 the recer.t 1952/53 Antarctic whaling seasop yielded over 
one-fourth 'more oil than those caught 8 years ago (see table) reports the. July 13? 
Egrei.&!2 Crops and l"iarkets, of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The. y:Leld of o~l 
per blue-whale unit rose from 16 .42 long tons in 1945/46 to 21.09 tons l.n the las" 
season. ·...!hales killed in recent seasons have been fat:'er, partly because of a later 
opening date for the whaling season. Hore efficient methods of oil extraction also 
are.responsible for the greater yields. 
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Other observations made at the U. S. :&nbassy, London, on t he basis of a can
pilation of whale-oil production data by the British t'iinistry of Food include: (1) 
the length of the pelagic season has decreased f ran 122 days in 1946/47 to 64 days 
in 1951/52 and 74 days in 1952/53, (2) the increased yield of oil has resulted~ 
an increase in total whale-oil production even though the number of blue-whalewnts 

r-- Antarctic Whale-{)ll Production I 12~5 ~ to ~ 2 

Season 1952 5 1" 1/52 1950 1 19491SU 1948 49 047 ~ ~7 1~4)/40 
Clauloti .. Season Canmenced an. 2 195 Jan . 2 19' 2 Dec . 22 1950 Dec . 22 1949 Dec . 15, 1948 Dec. 8 194 Dec. 8 194b I Not r ecorded 

Durati on of pela.':ic season 74 days 64 day. 78 da-= !&d~ 102 d~ 11 da • 122 da~ Not recorded Total 

• (Long Tons). 
~ .. ~Catch: 

6,723 8,715 9 ,096 7 ,793 9 ,969 10,210 8,672 2 ,335 6J,51J Uni ted Kingdom ••••••••••• 

~~;~ri~~: :::::::::::: :: 7,261 7,852 8,251 9,181 9 ,183 9 ,075 7,075 3,200 61,07B 
6 739 8 821 8~ 8 I[J"L 8 ~28 -'LO~ 10000 8 817 68.GS1 

20 72 2 188 25 . 591 25 . 051 2 80 28 10 ~~]l;7 2 )9: .542 
Production: (Facto!':IShie) 

Uni ted Kingdom ........... 65 ,600 63,443 61 ,203 71,093 81 ,086 79 , 575 76,013 38,115 5J6,UB 
lInion of South Africa .. .. 23,717 27,365 23 ,000 22 , 537 22 ,233 25,864 30 , 333 - 175,049 
Norway ••••••••.•••••••••• 123,019 161 ,167 155 , 317 164,735 155,893 156 , 638 150 ,085 83,260 1,150 ,114 
Netherlands ....... .. ... .. 16 ,965 15 ,500 15,260 12,959 17,587 13 ,000 12,885 - 104,156 
Japan .................... 33,431 34,508 24,569 26 , 511 19,893 17 ,476 12 ,227 - i~:~ Russia ................... 24,783 23 , 382 17,792 16 ,804 10,054 9 ,302 5, 783 -
Panama .................... 25 825 15 ,991 20.)3.1 - - - - - 62 14~ 

1 40 34: ,56 31 .74 314 .639 ~ 746 ]<.1852 28 26 121 175 2.304111 

verage product ion per B.W.U. 21.09 21.37 19.39 19.65 19.26 18~2 18g 16~ -
Total blue-whale units for 

14 855 '1 l,5~ ;17i '1 '16 ~ll (Number~26' _L pelagi c catch .. ... ..... ... 16..121 i ..1 16 102 12m i ..L.J'l.0 -
Grand total ....... .... 314 06' 366 7 143 ,065 34C 2 0 334 26 o 165 1 073 135, 727 2 .<n. 

!/I NCLUOES SEAL OIL CATCH f OR EAC.H S (~ SON EXC.E PT 19~2/~3. 

has been fixed at 16,000 by international agreement. Thus, although the totalnum
ber of units caught in 1952/53 was 14,855, the production of whale oil was334,~3 
tons, or greater than the 330 ,165 tons in 1947/48 when 16,302 units were taken, and 
(3) the output of whale oil by expeditions of the participating countries sho./s a 
sharp upward trend for t he Russian and Japanese ships and a dovmward trend for Nor
wegian vessels. United Kingdom production also has tended downward, despite the 
increased daily processing capacity of her floating factories . 

Aden 

STATUS OF THE FISHERIES: Landi~: It is estimated that 3 ,000 to 3 ,500 metric 
tons of fi sh are landed yearly in Aden Colony, reports a June 22 U. S. consulardis
patch from Aden. Of this total a bout 750 tons are consumed as fresh fish within the 
Colony and the balance is dried and salted for export . 

There is no breakdovm of landings by species available , but the most important 
consumed fresh are dairak (a species of jack), Mediterranean tuna, snappers, mack
erel , sardines, and assorted rockfish. For drying and salting, sharks and ancho
vies are used, as well as dairak, tuna, snappers, and s ardines. 

Fishing Methods: Along the Aden coast almost all fishing is done within a 
mile or two of the shore. It is estimated that in the Colony itself some 1,100 
Arabs are occupied as fishermen and that they use approximately 200 small doubl~
ended native canoes, usually manned by 2 men, and about 40 larger C35-foot) natlv 
surfboats . Cast nets are used for sardines; and gill nets, tangle nets, and heddl 
nets for other fish. At times, and for certain species, hand lines are also used 

Narketing: At pr~sent, marketing methods are determined by the lack of cold .. 
storage facilities and by the activities of 6 or 7 important dried fish ~rte~. 
A very large number of all the Colony fishermen rely upon these dried fish dealers 
for loans and advances for boats, gear, and even for personal emergencies and, M 
a result , are more or less continually in debt to the dealers. When these fisher-
men lam their catch, the dealers ccmpel them to sell it for drying or salting: 
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where a 10-pound dair~k,. for ex~ple, may bring only three shillings (42 U.S. cents) 
as against 10 or 15 shllllngs (US~1.40-2.10) if sold as fresh fish. Most of the 
fishermen are illiterate and, in any case, written accounts do not always exist so 
that, once in debt, it is difficult for a fisherman to get himself out. 

There ~s no ce~tral cold storage in Aden and refrigerator facilities among 
the fresh flsh retallers, who usually buy directly fram the fishermen are extreme
ly limited. Very often the retailer must refuse to buy for lack of r~frigerator 
space. 

The result of these conditions is that the supply of fresh fish in Aden is 
usually less than the demand. It is est:i1nated that consumption in the Colony alone 
would increase from the present 15 metric tons a week to about 25 tons, if the nec
essary facilities existed to insure a greater supply. It is also estimated that 
ships calling at Aden would purchase in the neighborhood of 20 tons of fresh fish 
weekly, if it were available 0 

Canning: There is little prospect of any canning enterprise in Aden Colony. 
The tuna and anchovies caught off the Colony are not suitable for canning and, al
though the dairak and sardines could be made into a pack of inferior quality accept
able in certain markets, the Colony fish supply is inadequate and unreliable, ex
cept in the summer months. 

Several individuals, however, are said to be interested in the possibility of 
a canning and/or fish-oil plant in the Protectorate, probably at Mukalla. A plant 
was established there a year ago and failed. However, the interested firms, includ
ing three Italian firms already set up in Samalia , still believe the pro.~ect is a 
feasible one. 

Exports: Exports of dried and salted fish in 1952 approximated 7,500 metric 
tons; about 5,000 tons of which were re-exports originally imported into Aden for 
grading and sorting, chiefly from the Aden Protectorates and Italian Somalilgnd. 
Almost all exports are to Ceylon, but in recent months Germany has appeared as a 
customer. 

Government Assistance: In 1948 and 1949 the British Government financed from 
Colonial ~elfare and Development Funds a survey of the Southern Arabian ooast. The 
survey was conducted by two fishery officers in two vessels, accompanied by a fish
oil chemist, a taxonomist, and a cannery expert. The results of the surve:>' have 
not yet been published but, following the survey, the Colony established a Depart
ment of Fisheries to develop fishing in the Colony and Protectorates. At present 
this Department is staffed by only one Briti sh officer who has at his disposal one 
fishing vessel, but only limited staff, funds, and facilities. 

The Department of Fisheries aim in the Aden Colony is to increase landings, to 
establish cold-storaae facilities, and to imnrove marketing methods. Its oW'm fish
ing vessel is engaged in research for better' fishing areas. There are no banks near 
Aden and all fishing is shoal fishing, but the Department believes that more suit
able areas may be discovered farther offshore and has already located several prom
ising spots 10 or 15 miles at sea. To avail themselves of these areas, of course, 
it will be neces sary for the fishermen to have motors and bigger boats, and to s.ho'll 
what can be done the Colony has equipped two surfboats of its own with motors. II 

any promising areas are discovered at some distance fran Aden, the Colony hop:s to 
be able to persuade the fishermen to form a cooperative and perhaps even purcnase 
a modern motorized fishing vessel. 
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To l es s e n 'the depe ndence of the fi shermen on the dried f i sh merchants, the Col
ony expects to spend f2,000 (US$5 , 600) this year buying gear and tackle for resale 
to the fishe rmen at cost, and it is oper ating a hire - purchas e scheme by which fish
ermen are able to finance pur chases of their boat s t hrough the Colony. In addition, 
a marketing coopera tive fo r the export of dri ed and salt ed fish is now being formed. 

The Fisheries Director also has plans f or the establis hment of a fish market 
and cold-storage plant and, in connect i on with this , fo r t he crea tion of one ormore 
fishermen I s cooperatives . Unfortunately , the f unds f or this plant have not yet been 
voted by the Colony and there is no certainty as to when the pr oject will get under 
way. 

Canada 

SEARCH FOR ATLANTIC HERRING: A large-scale search for canmercial quantities 
of herring inoffshore Atlantic waters has been initiated by the Ca nadian Depart
ment of Fisheries through its Fisheries Research Board , according t o the May 1953 
issue of Canadian Trade News. The search , vtlich covers a wide range of waters off 
the coast of Nova Scotia as-well as the Gulf of St . Lawrence , is being carried out 
by a small fleet of specially-equipped vessels. 

The N/V Harengus, a Fisheries Department vessel, has been a s signed to t he Re
search Board for th e work, and a Lunenburg dragger, the Narion Cr ous e, has been char
tered for the duration of the exploration r rogram . Both vesse l s will use all avail
able modern devices, incl.lding echo -sounders, in the attemr·t to locate schools of 
herring . One of the Department's pa trol vessels, the Loui se Ruth, ·Nill conduct a search 
in waters off Newfoundland, and a connnercial ves sel will be chartered t o explore the 
waters off Nova Scotia • 

• Technicians from the Research Board's Atlantic Biological Station at St. An
nrews, N. 8., are taking part in the work to record scientifi c da t a, and experi
enced technicians from France and the Netherlands are on the ves s el s working in the 
Gulf to di rect the use of special fishing gear which bas pr oved successful in these 
countries. 

Various methods of fi shing are being tried- purse- seining and bottom. and mi d
water trawling. The experiments are expected to determine the most sui table andef
fective gear and techniques . 

Until now the Canadian herring fishery in Atlantic waters has been largely an 
inshore operation. In the spring in the Gulf,herring are concentrat ed in the inshore 
areas, where they spawn, providing good supplies during lat e April and Eay. They 
move farther out to sea in the summer and it is felt that by following them to deep 
water the herring season can be gr eatly extended , pos s i bly by as much as five months. 

Previ ous investigations have indicated that there are large stocks of herring 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and that i n the daytime they go to the bottom, movi~ 
nearer to the surface at night . Thes e inves tigations, calTied out by the Atlantlc 
Biological Station, have been of a research nat ure only . The present exploratory 
program is on a cammer~ial scal e. 

Even wit h the comparatively s hort herring seas on which has been available to 
Canada's Atlantic fishe rme n it has provide d a substantial revenue. In 1951 thetoU1 

catch of herring, 271,100 , 000 pounds, had a marketed value of ;$13,400,000. 
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BRITI3H COLUMBIA SURVEY REVEALS LITTLE POSSI BILITY OF EXPANDING SHtilllP FISH
ERY: In an attempt to extend profitable fis hing grounds:-the Fisheries Research 
BOard of Canada's vessel Investigator No. 1 made an exploratory shrimp fishingtrip 
in the strait of Georgia off British C oLlIIlbi a dur i ng April. Fishing generally was 
restricted to depths availabl e to shrimp vessel s now oper ating, according to the 
Hay 1953 Trade News of the Canadian Department of Fisheries. 

Of the 29 hauls recorded, 24 contained shrimp . However, only r elatively few 
hauls yielded them in quantities to suggest commercial pos s i bilities. The most 
promising places appeared to be: (1) of f Ladysmith Harbour to Chemainus; (2) in
side Bjerre Shoal , between Welcome Pass and Fender Harbour; (3) the southwest cor
ner of Gambier Island ; (4) off the mouth of the Fraser River 

Host of the shrimp fishing in British Col umbia waters i s now carried out close 
to fishing ports on well established grounds a nd t he potentialities of the shrimp 
and prawn resources of the Province have been rel a t ively unexplored . 

STURGEON FISHING IN SASKATC HEltJAN: Commer cial fishermen in the Cumberland House 
and Island Falls areas of northeastern Sas katcbewan may harvest more than 10,000 
pounds of sturgeon this year, according to t he Pr ovincial Director of Fisheries, a 
June 30 news release states. 

The commercial season for sturgeon , which extends to September 15, was recent
ly opened for t he fourth consecut i ve yea r on the Saskatchewan river and tributary 
waters in the Cumberland House region, where the limit is 8,000 pounds. 

In addition, for the first time since 1946, sturgeon fishing is also permitted 
on Okipwatsikew and ',{asawakasik l a kes near I s land Falls, with a limit of 2,000pounds 
for each of t he two lakes. 

The Saskatchewan Fish Marketing Service is handling the catch, with an initial 
price of 50 cents a pound oei ng paid fishermen at receiving points, and a final pay
:ment when all sales are ccrnpleted. Stur geon brings a higher price than any other 
inland waters fish on the market today. 

Chile 

FISHING INDUSTRY TO BE t-10DERNI ZED : Annual credits of US$4 million to fisheries 
and fish-processing companies are to be grant ed f or a period of five years by the 
Industrial Credit Bank Santiago Chile, to modernize that country's fishing indus-, , . 
try. New cold-storage plants are to be constructed , and improvements and expanslon 
to be carried out on fishing ports and equi pnent. 

Ecuador 

NEt! FISHERES LA\·I PLANNED: The Ecuador an ~~inistry of Econany plans to sutmit 
to Congress after August 10 a new law on fisheries . A meeting was held in Quito on 
July 20 between representatives of fishing companies ?~rati~g in Ecuador, l~aders 
of local fishermen I s associations, and goverrment off~clals In order to obtam the 
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various points of view on Ecuador I s fisheries . It is believed that the points of 
view brought out at the meeting will be taken into account in the draft of a new 
law on fisheries. 

NE'tJ CctlPANY PLANS FISH EXPORTS TO U. S.: A new f ishing company is being pr~ 
moted in Ecuador by a United States citizen. This company plans to buy fish f ran 
local fishermen in Manabi Province for export to the United States . But the com
pany is also seeking to obtain a contract from the Ministry of Economy to permit it 
to operate its own fishing boats in Ecuadoran wat ers. 

TWO U. S. BOATS EN80UNTER DIFFICULTIES R~Jl:E'{lING FISHING LICENSES: It is re
ported that two United States bottom-fishing boats operating in Galapagos waters 
are encountering difficulties in obtaining a renewal of their fishing licenses • 

.-0 ~ 
~--
~ 

German Federal Republic 

FISHERIES PRODUCTION, 1952: The total production of the German sea fisheries 
in 1952 was 638 thousand metric tons; 2 . 5 percent less than the 654 thousand tore 
produced in 1951, reports the July 11 Foreign Trade, ]:Ublished by the Canadian De
partment of Trade and Canmerce . The annual average for the period 1935-38 was 669 
thousand tons. The year 1952 was the first since the end of World war II that pro
duction failed to increase. 

Deep-water trawlers accounted for 74 percent of the total landings in 1952; 
lugger herring fisheries, 9 percent; and inshore cutter fisheries , 17 percent. Trawler 
landings decreased from 1951 because of unfavorable fishing conditions during the 
fall herring season and the unsettled market conditions. The 1952 herring produc
tion of 280,088 metric tons was about 30,000 tons below the previous year. The red 
perch (ocean perch) catch was considerably larger than in 1951; cod and saithe pro
duction remained unchanged; and haddOC~dings decreased, 

Japan 

U. S. AND JAPANESE TUNA INDUSTRY MISSIONS DISCUSS TUNA PROBLEMS: A three-maIl 
mis sian from the United States canned tuna industry arrived in Japan on July 17, state 
aU. S. Embassy dispatch from Tokyo. It is a fact-finding miss ion to det ermine pol
icy, programs, and trends of production and processing with r espect to Japan's e~
ports of frozen and canned tuna.. The mis sion will hold dis cussions on t hese tOplCS 
with representatives of the Japanese tuna industry, and will in tur n acquaint ilie 
local industry with the current status and outlook of the United States industry. 
It is hoped that these discussions will result in the develo}ID.ent of a better under-: 
standing of the problems, a basis of improving trade , and more cor dial relations be 
tween the United States and Japanese t una industries . It is poi nt ed out that the 
mission has no official status. 

A news release i~ the July 27, 1953 , i s sue of the Nippon Suisan Sh:iJnbun, a J~P
anese trade journal, indicated that the following was a sumnary of the statement 1S

sued by the three-man miss ion f r om the United St ates : 
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1. Objectives of the representation: 'Ne are 
the formal representatives of the producers of 95 
perce r.t of America's canned tuna, The rema ining 5 
percent are factories in the east and at Monterey, 
Consequently what we say reflects the t hinking of 
the United States tuna industry as a whole , 

2. Objectives of the trip to Japan: To con
sult on various problems concerning the methods of 
exporting Japanese frozen and canned t una ~ Accord
ingly we wish to discuss these. p:01)lems. wlt~ all 
persons and official and unofflcl~l bodles .In the 
freezing, canning, exporting, and flshing buslnesses. 

3 . Understanding the position of the Japanese 
tuna industry: Japan must export frozen and canned 
tuna to earn dollars. At thi s time we are not op
posed to Japan's tuna industry's having a suitable 
share in the United States market. 

4. Pasis of that share: Japan's share should 
~ based upon conformity with past historical re
cords . Of course, the United States market is ex
panding year by year, and Japan's share in it will 
probably als 0 irx: reas e. 

5. Developnent and determination of the Amer
ican tuna industry: The United States tuna indus
try has its troubles just as the Japanese industry 
does. The reasons why canned tuna production has 
attained its present level of developnent are (1) 
several millions of dollars have been spent on ad
vertising to expand the marke t; (2) continual stud
ies of marketing areas ani seasons are being car
ried on; (3) the basis of the enterprise has been 
fonned by making the American house\'fife thoroughly 
conscious of the protein value and economy of canned 
tuna. We feel a proper pri<:le in this and we are de
temned to protect our industry. 

6. Frozen tuna problems: There are those who 
oppose the importation of frozen tuna, but from the 
points of view of the world distribution of tuna 
fishing grounds, the conservation of the fish, and 
international economics, a free and unlimited mar
ket should be given to frozen tuna (raw material ) . 

7. The brine-packed tuna problem: e are con
vinced that continued unlimited e~POrtatlo of tu a 
in brine will bring the total ruin of the n1 ed 
States market. Consequently if t~is is c~ tinue1 
in the future the United States tuna indust~y 11 
rise en masse to agitate for an increased tarlff. 
Brine- packed t~~a has a bad effect on t e rices 
of other canned tuna, with the eventual result of 
lowering the prices of Japan's canned and frozen 
tuna . In other words, it reduces the i~come not 
only of the United States industry but of the '3 _ 

anese industry as well. 

8. Methods of solving canned tuna ~roblems: 
We wish to seek a solution by the regular and nor
mal methods. Naturally we have no wisr to di sru t 
the Japanese industry. .!hile thoroughly stud"ing 
the Japanese canned tuna quota, we respect tre 
time-honored position of the canning industry. .n 
this spirit the United States tuna industry is pro
posing and urging the following plan. 

9. Establishment of a joint sales organiza
tion: Establishment of a joint sales organization 
is proposed for the mutual profit of Japanese and 
Americans. The essentials of the plar are a s follows: 

(1) It would carryon sales of canred tuna. 
(2) It would be operated by experienced men 

conversant with condi tions in both the 
Japanese ani United States tuna indus
tries. 

(3) Japanese canned tuna will be guaranteed 
a share in the American market based 
on historical records (past sales), 

(4) The organization would probably also un
dertake the mission of developing world 
markets. 

In case this plan appears worthy of adoption, 
discussion should be started concerning the follow
ing points: (1) location of the company; (2) per
sonnel; (3) financing. 

10. Postscript: We have no present connection 
with fishermen or importers. 

In addition t o the three-man mission frOID the United States canned tuna indus
try, it has been reported that there is a mission in Japan representing the United 
States tuna fishermen. 

Another Japanese press release offers this countermove to the plan offered by 
the representatives of the United States canners: 

The international cast of the U. S. tuna export 
problem has deepened with the arrival in Japan of reJ?
resentatives of American canners and fishermen and 
With the p.1blication of the canners' statement. As a 
conclusion drawn by assembling the opinions of fair
~ded third parties, it is indicated that the. mas t 
lInportant point at this time is the strengthemng of 
the dOOlestic organization of the Japanese tuna indus
try. After all, for the Japanese tuna industry as a 
whole it is necessary to export frozen tuna, but the 
~rt of canned tuna is also important. Consequent
ly in order to counter the American canners' plan the 
only method is to form a strong economic organization 
canposed of freezers, canners. fishermen, and export
(rs to conserve (buy up) all of the fish landed and 
plan measures to support fish r rices and adjust ex-

ports. 

(1) 

This would involve--

Securing (buying) all tuna landi ngs, ma r:
taining fish prices, and re6 at_r~ ex
ports. 

For this purpose fishermen, refrigerated 
storage operators (freezers , car~er9, 
and exporters would or 'an 1:e to t'o= II ra 
material p.1rcr as ir.g ccopany. 

Buying of raw fish fra:: Ue flsr.e:-en 
would be done on a floor- ice syst.ern, 
and frozen fisr." _.::I De ru ased or. a 
ceiling-price s·cstE!lll . 

The holding of frozen fish .... OJ d • m-
ed over to the freezers at. a fued ra e 
of pa" for a fixed ;-~od . 
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(5) Sales would be first to frozen tuna ex
porters, second to canners as raw mata
rial, and third, excess goods would be 
sold domestically. 

(6) Inspection for quality of fresh and fro
zen fish would be carried on. 

As for the capital structure, the organization 
would function perfectly well with a total of about 
2,000,000,000 yen (US$5,555,ooo), of which the mem
bers would put up half, the other 1,000,000,000 yen 
(US$2,777,ooO) for operating capital being obtained 
on a long-term loan. 

However, for this plan a strong and int imate 
coalition between the canners and freezers is a nec
essary prior condition, and it is particularly to be 
hoped that the present situation of stubborn opposi
tion will dissolve, but the attitudes of both sides 
have proved stiffer than could have been foreseen 
and it is believed that there is no way out except 
through the mediation of governnent leaders. In arv 
case, the healthy development of the Japanese tuna 
industry lies in the establishment of autoDo~ throurp 
the solidarity of the persons engaged in the indus
try in Japan, and it is strongly hoped that they will 
realize this. 

On July 23 tuna canners held an important con
ference with the representative of the United tuna 
fishermen, the talk centering around the proposals 

ccmnunlcated as the unofficial views of the cartrers : 

(1) The visit of the Iur.erican canners I repre
sentatives tCi Japan . s not thougllt ot 
as an offic I,d m1 sl0Q rl;lprc::Jo t n the 
parties concerned in the L. S ., but 
simply as a frozen tuna buying groop. 

(2) Japanese canrdng circles have ready 
been studying the establishment ot a 
joint Jar~nese-Americ' cooperative 
sales company . 

()) rle wish, however , to s tud:,r ~.e profosals 
with the proviso that - will maintair. 
our own standpo nt and that Japar.ese 
products 1 use Jaranese lace 5 . 

These are. h""ever, only the views that the 
canners re~resentatives would be u y-oOtlr.d tc ex
press. and there are SOClIl .. r.o believe that trey do 
not ac t'.ally hold tr.e!!e opinions . 

A four-man groo.;p engaged in, or closel:: assc>
cia ted wi th, th e Japanese canned t na i~dustry l eft 
Japan far the United States on July 21 . The ir.divid
uai!! of the mission are making he trip in connection 
with the bus Dess interests of tr,e r individual fi l"'...s 
or organizations . It is expected, however, tnat ei
ther a5 a gro p or 3 Dd v '-loIs t.hey will ta.e the 
opportuni ty to meet witn representatives of be Unit
ed States t na indus ry to d 5C 55 bl~.sor:::ut'.;.:ll 
interest . This gr p is not consi ered an official 
mission fran the Japanese tuna i ustry . 

MPORTERS PLAf-: TO PROMOTE fR 0 DOC TIm; AI.D EXFORT OF' Ch. 'r ED :.A: Japanese ex-
porters of canned tuna are reportedly sponsoring a bill "for the pranotion of canned 
tuna and skipjack exports" based on the contention tr.at greater. rofits accrue fran 
the export of canned as compared to frozen tuna . The bill has been introduced in 
the Diet and has created a furore in Japanese tuna circles , according to a June V 
U. S. 2robassy dispatch from Tokyo. Exporters of frozen tuna are, of course,aro~ed 
and have held meetings to organize strong opposition to the bill. Exporters of fro-: 
zen tuna are attemrting to seek the support of tuna am. skipjack fishermen organi
zations in opposing the bill. 

An im}"ortant official of the Japanese Canners Association voiced ~rsonal OP'" 
position 1:,0 the bill on the ground that it condones unfair trade practices within 
the tuna industry. This is significant because the bill obviously intends to favor 
exports of canned over frozen tuna, and hence should benefit the canners who are no~ 
direct exporters. Some individuals in tuna groups oelieve the bill is in violation 
of Japan's fair trade regUlations. 

The bill indicated that considerable interest is being evinced in the Japanese 
tuna industry at home as well as abroad over exports of tuna products. Canners of 
tuna and exporters of frozen tuna are in brisk canpetition for fish, with canners 
forcing higher bids on ex-vessel purchases. In view of the continued strong d~d 
from LJnited States buyers, especially for frozen tuna and to a less extent the can 
product, Japanese firms are presently enjoying "a seller 's market." Pros~cts were 
that this would continue to the end of the current albacore season i n July and ex
tend throughout the summer yellowfin season. 

An article in the June 20 issue of Nippon Times points out: 
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••• The backers of this bill contend that the 
best interests of Japan will be served by export
ing tuna as a finished product-canned-rather than 
in its unprocessed state to feed American canneries. 
It is argued that Japan's cannery facilities will 
be expanded and more employment will be given work
ers, if the export of frozen tuna is curtailed. 
And in what they believe to be the "clincher" to 
their arguments, they naively suggest that the con
tinued export of unprocessed tuna woul:! mean Japan's 
tacit recognition and supine acceptance of a colo
nial status. 

Apparently, it has not occurred to the propo
nents of this measure that neither the United States 
nor Australia ever considered it below their digni
ty as a sovereign nation to export raw cotton and 
wool to Japan. Surely the mere fact that a nation 
is an exporter of raw or semi-processed materials 
does not make it a colony which is being ruthless
ly exploited. 

Now, one of the rules of marketing and of trade 
is that the seller keeps himself in close touch with 
and adjusts his products to meet t he needs and de
sires of the buyer. Japan has been exporting tuna 
products to the United States, our sole customer, 
over a long period. And that export has been in 
the form of both canned and frozen-i.n varying pro
~rtions because our customer wants it that way. 

It is true, of course, that we stand to make 
a greater gain by selling pr ocessed rather than raw 
tuna . But we cannot have our cake and eat it too. 
It is not difficult to imagine what would happen if 
'~e suddenly decided to curb our export of frozen 
tuna and to concentrate on the sale of canned tuna. 
For one thing t he American tuna packing industry 
will cane out with a concerted drive to rai se the 

present high tariff on canned tuna and to restrict 
its import. For another it will give great impet s 
to our chief competitors, P~ru and the FacificCoast 
fishermen, to expand their operations and in this 
they will have the aid of the packers so t~at the 
present heavy demands for unprocessed t~na can be 
met. Japan will lose her market not only for canned 
but frozen tuna as well. In short there will not 
be any cake at all for her. 

We must realize that the phenomenal growth of 
the consumer demand for tuna products in the lnit
ed States-estimated at more than 10 million cases 
this year--has been the result of a widespread and 
high-pressure publicity campaign carried out by tr,e 
American tuna industry. The American taste for tuna 
is actually being cultivated at the cost of millions 
of dollars in publicity by the tuna packers there. 
They are doubtlessly willing to share its resu~ts-
but not at the expense of their being shut out by 
a flood of Japanese canned tuna. The desire of the 
Japanese canners to expand is, of course, under
standable and there are many potential markets oth
er than the U. S. which could be cultivated. 

'tie hope that the sponsors of this move vtill 
realize their short-sightedness. Certainly the 
interests of the Japanese tuna fishermen deem that 
this' proposed bill be quashed, for if this measure 
goes tnrough they will be at the complete mercy of 
the canneries. 

Japan is trying to expand her export at a time 
when there are forces at play abroad to raise tariff 
barriers. At such a time, it would be suicidal ror 
any part of our industry to take action wnich woul:! 
only encourage a move toward the erection of tariff 
walls. The whole problem of trade exransion is dif
ficult enough without our mald.ng it any tougher . 

BILL FOR PROt-lOTION OF CANNED TUNA EXl-ORTS A}iE~mED: The Japanese tuna industry 
became increasingly agitated by the proposed bill wh~ch wou~d f avor the exportation 
of canned tuna rather than frozen tuna, a July 10 U. S. ETlbassy dispatch from Tokyo 
points out. The original bill was concerned with "the pranotion of canne~ tuna and 
and skipjack exports." This aroused such a protest fran the frozen-tuna lnterests, 
that an amendment has been submitted which renames tne bill "A Bill for the Prano
tion of Exports of Processed Aquatic Products; 11 in addition, certain specific terms 
were generalized. The principal articles of the amendment are as follows: 

Art. 1. The purpose of this law is to promote exports of superior, proc
essed aquatic products by regulating those processed in a lesser 
degree. 

Art. 2. Unles~ permission is obtained fran the r- inister of Iqternati:mal 
Trade and Industry (MITI), the items listed separately shall not 
be exported in frozen form. 

Art . 3. If it is desired to export canr.ed aquatiC croducts, or:y those 
canned at the packing phnts designated by the ~:inister in charge 
shall be released for export. 
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Art. 4. Before granting the permission referred to in Article 2 , the 
Hinister must have the opinion of the Aquatic Products Export 
Council (the council shall be established in MITI and its or
ganization and functions specified by a Cabinet ordinance) .... 

Articles 1 and 2 are causing the most comment. In Article 1 the "superior 
processed aquatic products" is interpreted by the industry as canned tuna .2!:.~
like fishes, and the "regulating exports of those processed in a l esser degree," as 
frozen tuna. 

Article 2 makes possible the mandatory control by the Governnent of exports 
of frozen tuna. 

Discussions on this bill have been quickly drawn into the heated controversy 
which rece ntly developed over the authorization by an agency of the Goverment of 
a reported 21,000 short tons of frozen tuna for export (mostly to the United states ) 
from approximately March 20 to June 26 . This equals the official quota for last 
fiscal year (April 1, 1952, to March 31 , 1953), which was originally 12,000 tons, 
but was raised twice to the limit of 21,000. Critics claim the Goverrrnent should 
have started from the same base line in considering exports of frozen tu m for the 
current year. 

Negotiations are already under way between Japanese export-ers and Uni ted States 
canners for the exportation of frozen yellowfin as soon as l;m ings are made at Japa 
nese ports, indicating as strong a demand for this product as ·nas the case last year. 

At the mcment, therefore, interested Goverrment aoencies are holding f requent 
meetings to "consider the problem of tuna exports ; II exporters and canners of tuna 
are urging support of the proposed bill on exports of Processed Aquatic Productsand 
asking the Government to apply a quota on frozen tuna . Exporters of frozen tuna 
(conscious of their numerical weakness ) are protesting against the bill and opJ:X)sin 
any proposed quota on this product. Fishermen , or at least operators of tuna boats 
have enjoyed a seller's market for their catches (especially albacore ) over the past 
month, but present prices tend to decline with t he end of the albacore season and 
following the brisk competition for fish which recently prevailed between the expor 
ers of frozen tuna and canners of tuna . 

FROZEN TUNA EXPORTS , 1947-52: Total Japanese exports of froz en tuna (albaco~ 
skipjack, and yellowfin) in 1952 amounted to 26,905 short tons, valued at US$7 ,850,249 
f.o .b. Japan (see table), a June 22 U. S . Embassy dispatch fran Tokyo points oot. 

Year 

1952 •••••••• 
1951 ••.....• 
1950 • ••.••.. 
1949 ••...... 

~~~2;: :: ::: : 

~uantity 

Short Tons 
~ 

16 , 068 
? ,131 
1 ,106 
1,1.42 

l'NOI A w(IGHTEO AV[RACE PRIC.E. 

Albacore 

I 
,l. vg . Pricell 

Per 
Value Short Ton 
'.' r.o.b. Japan ••• 

~ !!2l 
6,924 ,047 305 
4,7'3 , 656 297 
2 , 31.6 ,190 323 

412 ,689 317 
528 ,990 463 

uantity 

Short Tom 
~ 

1 ,067 
1 ,721 

80 
43 

Sldplaci< 

I Avg . Pricey 
Per 

Va.l lle Short Ton uant 1 toy 
. .. r .o.b. JaDi1n ••• 
LSS uS$ 

1.47,698 no 
188 , 505 177 
)54 ,1)0 <!CO 
16,859 210 
11 ,180 260 

Short Tons 
~ 

1,251 
1,225 

Yella_rin " Total 

IAvg , trice! IA'fg , Price!' 
Fer - Per 

Value Short Ton ~u.a.nt1t1 Value snort Ton 
... r .o. b. Ja~n ... .,. r . o . b . Ja.~ ... 
us.! US.} Snort TOM t5 ~ ~ 

778 . 504 221 ~ " ,8W.249 m 
2':'8 ,646 218 18 , )80 5,260,"()'1 286 
29'1 ,16) 24J. 10 , 227 2,9"9 ,1.8) 20' 

1 186 1.2'1 , 51.8 )10 
1:185 540,1"0 1.50 

-
This is an increase of 46 percent in quantity and 49 percent in value as compared! 
to the 1951 exports of 18,386 short tons, valued at US$5,260,807 f.o.b. Japan. 
Practically all of the tuna exports were shipped to the United states. 
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Albacore is the, leading, frozen t una species shipped out of Japan andcamprised 
84 percent of the, sh~pments ~n 1952. Shipments of albacore have increased sharply 
in recent years: ~n 1949 only 1,306 short tons of albacore wer e exported as com-
pared With 22,711 short tons in 1952. ' 

WHOLE YELLOWFIN TUNA FROZEN AND STACKED IN A COLD STORAGE HOLD. 

The average price f.o. b . Japan of all frozen tuna exported from Japan in 1952 
was US$292 per s hort ton, 2 percent above the US$286 reported for 1951. This is the 
first price increase i n the past five years--from 1948 through 1951 the price f.o.b. 
Japan had been steadily decliniD5. 

. ~ NUNBER OF LARGE TUNA VESSELS TO BE BUILT IN 122..:2.: Applications have been 
hled 'fTith the Japanese Government for the construction of 18 large tuna vessels in 
1953, states a June 22 U. S. Embassy dispatch fran Tokyo. These vessels will aver
age from 300 to ·450 gross tons each. Scme financial assistance is expected frcmJapa
nese Goverrment banking institutions. 

The boats are intended for the more distant areas of the equatorial Pacific 
waters. Two tuna boats in the 400-gross ton class recently completed will be used 
as carriers for the salmon expedition now operating in the North Pacific. At tbe 
end of the salmon season in late August, the boats will shift to tuna fishing in the 
equatorial and adjacent southern waters. 

The construction of large-sized tura boats continues the trend, begun last year, 
for boats capable of exploring and fishing the more distant areas of the central and 
south Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

. FROZEN BROADBILL SWORDFISH EXPORTS, 1947-52: Japanese exports of frozen broad
hill swordfish in 1952 amounted to 3,701 short tons, valued at US$2,L..90,973 f .o.b. 
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Japan (see table), a June 22 U. S. Em assy dis ratch fran Tokyo reports. This is a 
decrease of 39 percent in quantity and 34 percent in value when canpared 'IQth 1951 
exports of 6 , 060 short tons , valued at US ,$3 , 762, 340 f .o.b . Japan. Also , it is the 
first decline in frozen swordfish shipnents out of Jaran since 1947 . 

Japanese Exports of Frozen tlroadbill Swordfish ~ 1~-:22 

Quantjty Value I Avg. Price y 
Year per pounl. 

. . . . . . f . o . b . Ja~n •..... 
Short Tons -~- U.S. Cents 

1952 · .............................. 3 ,701 2 ,490 , 973 26 
1951 · .............................. 6 , 060 3 ,762 , 340 30 
D-950 · .............................. 3 , 263 1,539,012 23 
D-949 · .............................. 1 , 569 825 , 356 26 
D-948 · .............................. 1 ,165 813 , 725 35 
11947 · .............................. 312 187, 200 30 

J./DOES NOT INCLUDE TRIPED MARLIN AND BLACK .... ORDFI5H. 
£INOT A .... EIGHTED AVERAGE PRICE, 

The average price ( unweighted) of frozen broad bill swordfish eJq:orted frem Ja-
pan in 1952 was 26 U. s. cents per pound, f.o.b. Japan, 13 percent lower than the 
price of 30 u. s. cents for 1951. 

~-*>.:*~ 

NORTH PACIFIC CRAB FISHI~G EXfEDITION ATTAI~S GOAL : About 95 percent of tt:e 
goal fixed for the current season has been attained by he Japar.ese crab fishing ex::: 
pedition operating in Bristol Ba~r . announces the liippon Times ir. its July 2 issue. 
The total catch as of July 27 was 1,012,257 crabs, and the canred crab meat producE 
by tLe factoryshi}:s amounted to 39 , 438 cases of f' rst-Lr ade and 8,Q02 cases of third-
grade products. 

-:: ~~ * 1.. .:l-

AI~TARCTIC ,..J}!J,.LI G EX.PEDITIOl RETURNS : l'iain units of the Japanese Antarctic 
Whaling Expedition returned to Japan or. Apr il 1 ~ and 14, an April 23 u. S. Embassy 
dispatch fron Tokyo reports. The two fleets comI=risir.g the 1953 expedition began 

JAPANESE .... HALE CATCHER. 
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baleen, whaling or: Januarr 2, and ended operations on March 16, in accordance r1i h In
ternabonal vihalJ..ng Regu.LatJ..ons. On the basis of preliminary data U,e expediticn 
produced 34,100 metric tons of whale oil, 24,082 tons of meat and' 9 8 tons of othe 
products. These figures include the 3 ,830 tons of frozen .:male meat lost with 
the sinking of the refrigerated vessel Settsu Maru on Narch 7. 

The fl~et headed by the factoryship Nisshin Maru reached a total production of 
35,349 metrlc tons of all products, as compared with its tareet of 35,525 tons . The 
fleet headed by the factoryshi p Tonan Maru achieved a total production of 23,801 met
ric tons (including the 3,830 tons of whale meat lost), approximately 2'< percent be
low the fleet's target of 31,059 tons. 

Managers of each fleet were in accord in emphasizing the need for more modern, 
larger, and faster catcher boats to compete more successfully with the fleets of other 
nations. 

REGULA TION OF TRAWLING IN SOUTH CHINA SEA CONTINUED: Regulations controJ+ing 
Japanese trawling in the South China Sea will be continued, the Japanese Fisfleries 
Agency recently announced. These regulations were a~plied by the Agency as a tem
porary measure in July 1952 when Japanese fishing boats petitioned the Government 
for permission to re-enter these prewar high-seas fishing grourrls. The regulc.Eons, 
in part, require that s~ecial approval be obtained fram the Government (Fisheries 
Agency) for operating in that area. The regulations make it possible for the Gov
ernment to limit the number of boats and otherwise to supervise operations in the 
interest of maintaining good international relations . Landings are made directly 
at Japanese ports 0 The boats of the authorized fleet are not permitted to call at 
foreign ports either to land fish or to obtain operating supplies. 

The fleet reached a total of 12· otter trawlers and 20 pairs of bulJ trawlers 
in the early part of 1953. A complete record of the catch is not readily available, 
but reports indicate that the project is commercially successful p states a United 
States Embassy dispatch from Tokyo dated July 15, 1953. 

Also operating in part of the South China Sea are at least two Japanese flsr~ng 
boats landing their catches directly at Hong Kong . These craft operate under a dif
ferent authorization of the Japanese Government and with special permission of the 
Hong Kong authorities. 

Mexico 

SHRIMP ASSOCIATION RESOLVES THAT U. S. SHRll':P VESSELS ',.flU NOT FISH ,.':":,uH. 'J l\E 
lUL~ OF H~XICAN COAST: The Mexico City press carried front-page articles ar.d e.di
torialspraising the 3rd Annual Convention of the Shrimp Association of tl:e Arner ~cas 
for its decision to obtain the cooperation of tte United States shrimr vessels not 
to fish within nine miles of the l'~exican coast. The press reports 'Speculated that 
this decision may be followed by fonnal recognition of ~lexico's claim to nir.e miles 
of territorial waters. 

The Mexico City press (Excelsior, Ju:y 24) stated further " •••. ashiq;ton at 
]lresent is studying the basis for a hexican--North American trea~v".eretr t. ers 
()f fishing vessels formally will agree not to fish within te? miles . ",' In exchan e 
for this, United States shrimp fishermen have asked that ~ex1CO es abhs, 0 f 
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zones near Tampi co and Campeche where fishermen might seek shelter from stonDS with
out expos ing t hans elves t o detention by Nexican gunboats •••• 11 

Excelsior attributed t he a bove statements to the President of the IIInternation_ 
al Cornmission ll of t he Shrimp Association of the Americas and the Vice-President of 
a Brownsville company. 

Reports indicated that American members of the Shrimp Association have sent to 
the U. S. Department of Stat e a. memorandum setting forth t he need for respecting 
Mexico IS nine-rnile l imit and requesti ng that a formal agreement to that effect be 
entered into with the Mexican Government. 

According to the press re oorts, t he 3rd Convention of the Shrimp Association 
of the Americas was at t e nded by 37 American and 19 Mexican representatives of fish
ing industries , a July 30 U. S . Fmbassy dispat ch from Hexico City points rut. 

Vesse l s found in Mexican t errit orial waters do not infringe Hexican fishing 
laws unles s they are found with ne t s in the water. 

Netherlands 

FLOOD VICTllIS TO REC EIVE ICELANDIC FISH FILLE1S: The Netherlands Red Cross ha 
been informed by the-Icelandic Red Cross that a consignment of frozen fish fillets, 
valued at 500 , 000 I celandic kroner (US$30,600) will be shipped to the Netherlands 
for victims of t his year's flood disaster. According to authorized Netherlands sources 
it is intended to make the shipment through normal canmercial channels on the Neth
erlands market . It is estimated that about 250,000 pounds of fillets will be shippe ' 
reports t he May 1953 Trade News of t he Cana dian De partment of Fisheries. 

New Guinea 

TUNA I NVESTI GATIONS: A tuna clipper operated by the Goverrment of Netherlands. 
New Guinea is inve s t i gating tuna fishing in the waters north of Netherlands NewGui 
ea. Investigations i n the Arafura Sea, south of New Guinea, will be made short1yb 
a t rawling cut ter, re ports t he Pacific Science Association in its July 1953 Infonn~ 
~ Bulletin . 

Peru 

CANNED FISH EXPORTS TO THE Q. ~., 12.21-.,2.: Peruvian exports of canned fish to 
the United States in 1952 amounted to 21,040,532 pounds, valued at 62,017,882 sole 
(US$4,016 , 702) , re ports a J uly 8 U. S. Embassy dispatch fran Lima. This is a 25 
cent incr ease in quantity and a 14 percent incre8.se in value as ccmpared with 1951 
shipnents of 16,812,959 pounds, val ued at 54, 543 , 306 soles (US$3,616,930). 'nle U 
ed States received 76 percent of all Peruvian canned fish exports in 1952 and 85 p 
cent in 1951. 
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Portugal 

FISH CAN NING, 1952: The year 1952 proved to have been a difficult one forthe 
portuguese fish-canning industry , a July 3 Unit ed States dispatch f r an Lisbon points 
out. This was true in s pite of the fact that sardines ha d re tur ned to the fishing 
areas in large volume and ampl e t inplat e stocks were available . Althou h !:lore fish 

o 
were caught in 1952, ex-ves sel prices remained high but export quotations dropped 
substantially. 

Total Por tuguese canned fi s h exports in 1952 amount ed t o 38 ,674 met~ic tons , 
valued at 650,541 contos (US$22, 469,OOO) as compared to 1951 exports of 3l , l86tons , 
valued at 584,681 contos (US$20,195,OOO). These statistics indicate a drop in ex
port value. 

A total of 23,899 metric t ons of canned fish was produced in 1952 as compared 
wit h 19,639 tons in 1951. 

LOft.N FUND FOR FISHn~G I NDUSTRY : The Port uguese Gover runent has established a 
Fund for the development and modernization -of the fishing indust r y, a July 24 U. s. 
hnerican Embassy dispatch f rom Li sbon reports. The pur pose of the fund is to modern
i ze and develop the Portuguese fishin g industry , and provide loans for any fisher
ies activity. It was e stabli shed by Decree Law No. 39,283 published in the Diario 
do Governo of July 20, 1953 

The Fund will be direc ted by an administrative canmittee made up of the Gov
ernment delegate to the corporative organizations of fi sheri es, a repr esentative 
of the fishing gremios chosen by the Hinistry of Mar ine, and a r epresentative of 
the Ministry of Finance. The Fund is authorized to borrow up to 250 , 000 contos 
(US$8,625,000) through the s ale of obligations amortizable in 12 annual install
ments beginning 3 years from the date of issue. These obligations will be sold 
t hrough the Government Savings Bank, commercial banks J or direct to the public. 

The Fund will make l oans at 3.75 percent , als o repayable in 12 annual install
ments beginning 3 years from the date of t he l oan , and secured by mortgage on the 
vessels or other property acquired with t he l oan. In the case of loans made for 
the construction of new ves sels, they will be gr anted up to ~5 percent of the value 
of the vessel, wi th the condit i on that i t mus t be built in Port·..tgal unless it is of 
a type that cannot be built by Portuguese shipyards. 

This fund will operate very much like the Mer chant Marine Loan Fund, which .s 
est ablished in 1946 and which has been very succes s ful in he lping shipping compan1es 
build up a Portuguese me r chant marine. The requirement that the ships be built in 
Portugal is a new one, however" 

Republic .of the Philippines 

. FIS HE.qy PRODUCTS IMPORTS, 1951: Philippine importations ~f fishery ~ro cts 
In 1951 were valued at 125 . 4 million (U5$12 . 7 million) . Of this amol.lI1t, lmFOrts 
f rom the United States accounted for ' 23 .1 rnillion (U5$1l . ') million) . 



34 CCMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEId Vol. 15, t\o. 9 

Canned fish is subject to a duty 30 percent ad valorem. Smoked, dried, and 
salted fish are subject to specific duties at varying rates, generallyaveragmg 
approximately 25 percent ad valorem. Fish meal i s duty free. 

Philippine 

~resh fish ........ 
~anned ••••••••.• •• 
~moked, dried ••.•• 
IFish meal ••••••••• 

Fishery Products Imports. 1951 

Millions of Pesos Millions of 
. 008 . 004 

23 . 450 11. 725 
.772 . 186 

1.136 . ')68 

US$ 

Importations of fresh 
fish are negligible, im
ported almost entirely 
from China and Hongkong, 
80 percent of all imports 
of canned fish consist of 
sardines, imported almost 
entirely f rom the United 
States . Salmon is the 

second largest canned item of importation and Canada presently supplies 56 percent 
of the total value of P1.9 million (US·$950,CXXl) of canned salmon . 

Importations of fish meal in 1951 valued at ?1.4 million (US;'700,000) 'He rp al
most entirely from the United States . 

Spain 

FISH CANNERS PREDIC T POOR PACK : The closed season on sardine fi3hing~arch 
1 to April 30--failed to produceareturn of fonner sardine runs , the Spanish fish 
canners in the Vigo District report. The fish packers 1 outlook for 1953 is gloanYJ 
although heavy sardine catches do not normally begin until later in the season, 
states aU. S . consular dispatch from Vigo . One packer went so far as to say that 
the Spanish fish canning industry has already passed into history . Pessimism is 
mitigated, however, by the hope that the season run of albacore, which usually be
gins the last part of June, will be good , and by the report that multiple export 
exchange rates are to be replaced by a single exchange rate. 

Fish p..rrchases by the fish canners in the Vigo District during Xay totaled 
211,600 pounds as compared to 35 ,200 pound9 in April and 338 , 000 pound s in May 1952 
May 1951 purchases amounted to 367,800 pounds and Nay 1950 purchases were 634,300 
pounds. 

-;,,*-;}** 

FISH CA[, t.JIW::; TRENDS , JUNE~: Fish canning activities in the Vigo area of, 
Spain during June showed a substantial increase over the previous month . Plants 
general only operated at an estimated 15 percent of capacity production in spite () 
the fact t h3.t th e canners took advantage of all canning fi sh available . The fish 
canning industry which is stocked with the largest supplies in sane years of the 
principal raw materials: tin plate, oil, etc., finds itself still blocked because 
of the continued scarcity of sardines. In an effort to keep factories operating,
sardine s from the Hediterranean coast were brought overland by truck to Galicia 
for canning during the period, for the first time in t he history of t he canning 
industry. This experiment has not been successfu l, however , since due to the sloW 
transportation, excessive b rine, and the lack of fat in t he fish, the finished prod 
uct has turned a dark color which, if sold abroad, would be prejudicial tothe pres 
tige Spanish canned fish enjoys i n forei gn markets. It is believed, therefore, th~t 
the small quantity that has been processed will have to be disposed of at a loss lD

the domestic market . 
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The fish canning association of Galicia , the most outstanding in Spain is 
keeping in close contact with the authorities in Madrid regarding measures ~ich 
would permit increased 
exports (if canning 
fish become avai13.ble), 
which is the principal 
trade of the industry. 
Canning operational 
costs and fictitious 
export exchange rates 
have been long stand
ing obstacles to the 
industry's export trade, ' 
as a result of which in 
the foreign markets its 
products are quoted at 
eight or nine U. S. 
dollars per case over 
prices quoted by the 
Portuguese industry, 
its principal competi
tor. In order to meet 
this problem the indus
try is and has been 
working to obtain an ex
port exchange rate of 
at least 40 pesetas to 

PRODUCTION LINE IN SPANISH SARDINE CANNERY. WOMEN TAKE FISH 
FROM S PECIAL SHAPED WIRE BASKETS, CUT TO CONV ENIENT SIZE, AND 
PACK IN CANS. FISH ARE PLACED IN THE BASKETS DIRECTLY FROM 
THE BRINE TANK. 

one dollar and a reduction in taxes over a period of at least thre e or four years. 

Purchases by the fish canners during June 1953 totaled 7,712,000 pounds as com
pared to 2,ll6,oOO pounds in Hay 1953, 16,079, 000 pounds in June 1952, 20,152,000 
pounds in June 1951, and 10,350,000 pounds in June 1950. 

,r -' " 
--~ 

~D 
United Kingdom 

l"LCtRKETING AND DISTRIBUTION RECOGNIZED AS NAJOR PROBLlliS IN SECOI'm REPORT OF 
BRITISH 'tJHITE FISH AUTHORITY: Marketing and distribution are recognized as major 
problemsror-the British fishing industry by the lrlhite Fish Authority in its second 
annual report (to Narch 31, 1953). The report discusses landings, the publicitycam
~ign to increase consumption, rebuilding of the fishing fleet, regulation of im
ports I freezing-fish-at-sea research, marketing and distribution, the position of 
wholesalers, and costs and earnings. 

The British fishing industry will s hortly be consulted on a scheme to insure 
Jl\ore stable prices for inshore fishennen. This will be introduced only ,;here the 
prevailing opinion of fishermen is in favor of it, reports a July 29 U. S. Embassy 
d.is patch from London. 

The main points of the report are: 

. The year 1952/53 was difficult for all sections of the industry. The opera
tlons of the dis tant-water fleet were further restricted by the Icelandic Govern
ment's decision to close fishing grounds which had for many years been open to ves
sels of all nations. This led to a protracted dispute between the British and Ice-
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landic Governments which has not yet been settled, and also to the ban on the land
ing of Icelandic fish in Britain which has been imposed by the industry at the main 
fishing ports. Supplies were little affected by the ban and total landings, becaus 
of the good weather and the good broods of cod, were little different from the pre
vious year. 

Catch: Total landings in the United Kingdom in 1952/53 were about 886,000 met
ric tons, 5 percent less than in the previous year. The white fish landed by Brit
ish vessels was slightly up by a bout 8,000 tons, but the value of the total catch 
declined by almost b2,000, 000 (US$5,600,OOO) . The only section to show an increase 
in both weight and value was the inshore fishery. Imports of foreign-caught fish 
declined from 16 percent of the total landings in 1951/52 to 11 percent in 1952/53. 

The number of distant-water vessels slightly increased, but there was a marked 
decline of about 7 percent in the number of near- and middle-water vessels. 

The Auth ority has no information on the costs and earnings of the distant-water-: 
section, a gap which it proposes to fill by carrying out a cost investigation after 
consultation with the owners. 

The loss incurred by the near- and middle-water vessels as a whole rose steep
ly during the year. In part, this may be attributed to the overfishing of the wa
ters where these boats fish . The Authority welcomes the decision of all the coun
tries concerned to enforce in full the 1946 Convention from April 1954, but hopes 
that this step will be followed by other conservation measures. 

Publicity Campaign: The serious decline in values has reflected a marked fall 
in the demand for fish by the consumer. 

To increase consumption, the Authority decided to launch a publicity camprign, 
and, for the financial year 1953/54, appropriated b80,OOO (US$224,OOO), which will 
be spent largely on pres s advertising and displays in the retailers' and fish friers 
shops. The campaign began in the spring of 1953. A simultaneous campaign is bein 
run by the British Trawlers' Federation for fillets, but care has been taken to a
void overlapping of effort. 

rlebuilding the Fleet: The Authority announced during the year its arrangement. 
for making loans for the construction of new fishing vessels for the near, middle, 
and inshore waters , and for building or improving processing plants. It expected 
little response in regard to fishing vessels, as it had concluded that loans wmild 
be insufficient to promote rebuilding. This view was :rut to and accepted by the Go 
ernment. 

A Bill was introduced in December 1952, which has been recently enacted ~ th 
vlhite Fish and Herring Industries Act, 1953. This provides for the making of gran 
by the Authority f or the construction of new boats of not more than 140 feet in len 
and, in certain cases, for new motors. The scheme has still to be approved ~ Feu: 
liament, but the Authority has completed administrative arrangements for dealingWl 
applications. 

A prospective boat owner will still be eligible to receive a loan as well as 
grant, and, as at the outset he will normally have to find from his own resources 
only 15 percent of tne total cost of the vessel, the Authority trusts that th~e 
rangements vdll lead to a great step forward in the rebuilding of the fleet. 

RegUlation of Imports: The Authority, while recognizing that imports are. esS 
tial at certain times of the year for the proper supplying of the market, cOllSlder 
that regulation is desirable. 
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It would be unsatisfactory, after the present dispute over fishery LiJnits is 
settled, to return to the unregulated and sudden gluts which cause loss both tothe 
British catcher and the foreigner. 

In February 1953, it recorrnnended to the Goverrnnent that a scheme for regulat
ing imports should be drawn up and operated. As such a scheme would, in order to 
comply with the General Agreement on Tariff and Trade, require an equivalent statu
tory restriction on British landings, it discussed the matter during the year with 
the Humber distant-water owners; no conclusions have yet been reached. 

Freezing Fish-at-Sea Research: Cooperation between the Authority and the De
partment of 'Scientific and Industrial Research into fish problems has continued. 
Among the problems being studied is the refrigeration of fish at sea D Preliminary 
work has been carried out at Torry. Recently it has been agreed in principle that 
a distant-water trawler should be fitted out experimentally in order to determine 
whether it is practicable and economic to freeze at sea the early part of, the catch, 
and that the cost of this experiment should be shared equally between the Treasury, 
the Authority, and the distant-water owners. 

"The importance of t his experiment cannot be overestimated. If it proves suc
cessful and capable of extension, there will be a vast improvement in the quality 
of a great part of the distant-water landings .. " 

The Authority has also set up a Technical Committee, which includes scientists, 
vessel owners, builders, skippers, and engineers, to review research on the preser
vation of fish at sea, and proposes to set up other committees of this kind to deal 
with practical aspects of research problems. 

Marketing and Distribution: The Authority states that it will shortly consult 
the industry on a scheme designed to insure more stable prices to inshore fishermen 
and to spread their earnings more evenly over the year; it will be introduced at ports 
where the prevailing opinion of the fishermen is in favor of it. 

The Authority is also considering a scheme to improve the return of fish boxes, 
of which the box pools at the ports suffer serious losses. 

The Authority's Frozen Fish Scheme, which was published in the Autumn of 1952 , 
has been postponed in order to allow for further consultation with the quick freez
ers, who objected not to the principle, but to the terms of the proposals put for
ward. It would have been impracticable for any freezing scheme to have been intro
duced in the present summer. The Authority has appointed five inspectors of freez
ing, who are undergoing a year's training before taking up their duties. 

The Authority has decided to erect and operate a fish~eal factory in the South 
West of England; negotiations for a site at Plymouth are takir~ place. 

As a preliminary step towards the introduction of statutory regulations, the 
Authority has prepared two Codes of Practice; the first, "Handling of Fis~ on Shore," 
Covering the wholesale stages of distribution; the second, "Freezing of Flsh." 

Scotland and Northern Ireland: The Authorit~in August 1952, appointed the Cam
mittee for Scotian:! and Northern Ireland as its instrument for carrying out its 
statutory duties in those countries. The Conmittee hasbeen active in the past year 
in encouraging the formation of mutual trading organizations at inshore ports t and 
in one Or two cases is considering the granting of financial assistance to such 
bOdies. 
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The Committee has also discussed with the interests concerned at Aberdeen the 
implementation of the rec ommendations of the McColl Canmittee for the rationaliza
tion of the Aberdeen fishing fleet and for setting up a marketing organization at 
that port . No conclusions have yet been reached. 

~ and Earnings: The report includes the ger.eral results of the Authority 's 
investigation during the year into costs and earnings of certain sections of thei~ 
dustry. One of th e investigations made was into the inshore fishing industry . In 
the year ended July 31, 1952, the owners of the 110 vessels in the samrle made a 
total net profit (after taking account of the su idy) of b27,491 (US377,CXX)); with
out subsidy the profit would have been only h4,474 (US$12 , 500) . The average earn
ing of the crews of these boats was I.445 (US$1 , 246) with subsidy, and ~385 (US$1,07 
without it. 

The two other sections examined were the coastal and inland wholesalers. The 
60 coastal merchants in the samr:le earned in the calendar year 1951 a total net pro
fit of b89,896 (US~251 ,700) or 1 . 2 percert of their gross sales . This camr-areswith 
a loss of bl,184 (US$3,300) or 0 . 024 percent of gross sales in 1950 . The 54 ilUand 
wholesalers examined had a net profit of b86 , 876 (US$243 , JOO) or 0 . 79 percent of gross 
sales in the twelve months ended June 30 , 1952; this compared with I:.58, 722 (US~164,400) 
or 0 . 9 percent of gross sales in the preceding year . 

Investigations into other sections are taking place , but the Authority states 
that, as an insufficient number of finns are volunteering to lay open their books 
and records for the purpose, it intends to enforce in the near future the statutory 
powers granted by the 1951 Act . 

Position of Wholesalers: Statistical information is given about the number , 
facilities , and activities of coastal and inland wholesalers , collected as a result 
of the registration of these traders which the Authority carried out in 1952 . 'n1ere 
are 2,300 registered premises where a coastal wholesale business is carried on, and 
1,053 where an inland wholesale business is carried on; these figures take no accoun 
of a large number of premises where the wholesale activities are less than 10 per
cent of the total business . Appendices to the Report contain an arelysis of the IlUIIH 

bers and facilities by ports and markets . 

HERRING PROCESSED TO RESEMBLE SALMON: Froces sing herring to cesenble salmon 
in taste, smell, and appearance is reported fran Fraserburgh (Scot13.m) , states the 
Hay 1953 Fish Industry , a British trade magazine . 

Research has been progressing in t his direction f or sane time. It is indicated 
that only exrerts can tell the origin of the new pack, and toen only by texture. I 
itial tests have proved that the new herring-converted-to-salmon pack will have a 
good demand and plans are being made for an expansion of production to exploit we 
process. It is claimed that the process eliminates the defects which limit the sale 
of canned herring, without eliminating any of the nutritional value of the fish. 

BRITISH-RUSSIAN FISHERY PRODUCTS TRADE AGRElllEf\,'T : The British and Russian Gov
ernments have concluded a trade agreement involving fishery products, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland announced in the British House of Cannons on June 30 in aDS 'Ner 
to an oral question . Terms similar to those of 1952 were arranged: cured herring to 
the value of b973 , OOO (US~2,724,OOO) would be ship red to Russia together withenoug 
tin plate to pack the canned crab meat am salmon which the British Ninistry of Food 
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will receive from Russia in a counterpart agreement of equivalent value. It is 
estimated that the value of the tin phte would be bll7 000 (US$'327 600) reports 
a July 7 U. S. :&nbassy dispatch from London. The canred crab meat that Russia will 
ship is estimated at 50,000 cases or about 1,070 metric tons. The quantity of salm
on will depend upon the sizes and types to be supplied. 

The Herring Industry Board has released the figure of cured herring to be sup
plied to the world markets in 1953 as about 280,000 barrels of this year's produc
tion, as against the total of 177,000 barrels for 1952. The proportion of this 
total which will go to Russia by the 1953 agreement has not been di~~lged, but it 
is estimated that not less than 180,000 barrels will be involved. There is still 
a shortfall of 38,000 barrels on the 1952 agreement to be made up. This was caused 
by the poor autumn season in East Anglia and the acute shortage of labor in the 
North-East Scottish ports during the bumper summer season. As these sa~eScottish 
ports were again enjoying fine summer fishing, they have already begun curing in 
order to take care of the previous year's shortfall as well as the new contract. 
For this purpose the labor force at these ports has been increased and a number of 
herrin6-gutting machines have been hired from the Herring Industry Board to augment 
the manual laborers. There is no doubt that the contract with the U.S.S .R. is valued 
by the herring industry in the United Kingdom as the one substantial outlet forthe 
bulk of the herring catches. 

Comment on the agreement by Governnent Members in the British House of Coounons 
indicated that "lively satisfaction" would be felt, not only in the herring fishing 
industry but in other circles as well. Opposition Members, however, professed to 
be disappointed that canned crab meat, which was priced out of reach of the ordi
nary people at 3s. 9d. (44 u. S. cents) for a 3-ounce can, should have been taken 
instead of timber or coarse grains, and intimated that the best bargain had not been 
struck with Russia. 

FISHING PRIVILEGES OFF NORTHERN COAST OF RUSSIA EXTEl'(OEO: The British Foreign 
Office announced that the Russian Governnent has agreed to the extension of the fish
ing agreement between the two countries for another year. This Pact, which has been 
in force since 1930, allows British trawlers to fish up to within three miles of the 
Russian ',.fuite Sea coast instead of the twelve-mile limit imposed on all other coun
tries. In confonni ty with the terms of the Pact. Russia announced in January the 
intention to terminate the agreement on June 30, thus giving the requisite six months' 
notice. The agreeme~t to extend the Pact was reached at the last moment but it is 
known that representations were made to Hoscow same months ago, a July 7 u. S. Em
bassy dispatch from London points out. 

The immediate result of Russia's extension of the 1930 Pact will be to relieve 
the British fishing industry of the threat of further restriction imposed upon it 
by a foreign country. 

Russia's earlier move if carried to its conclusion, would have deprived Brit
ish fishing interests of 3:000 square miles of fishing grounds with a loss of s~e 
28,000,000 pounds of plaice and haddock each year. It is hoped. that the delay Wlll 
enable the two countries to discuss further arrangements that will ~e mutually ben
~ficial. 
NOTE: SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, APRIL 1953, P. 59. 
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TRAWLERS SOLD TO ITALBN FIRM: Four more Granton trawlers have been sold to 
an Italian company because of the depressed situation of the Granton industry, re
ports the May 1953 Fish Industry , a British trade magazine . The owners have dis
posed of the fcur because of the continuing serious position and poor prospects of 
the Granton fleet. This further sale depletes the Granton (Scotland ) fleet still 
more and emphasizes the difficulties which owners in this area are facing through 
rising costs and poor consumer demand . The sale of two of their trawlers to IUU
ian owners some weeks earlier aroused opposition from the port , but there were no 
concrete alternative propositions . 

Venezuela 

PEARL CROP, b22l: The Venezuelan pearl crop in 1953 has been announced hr ilie 
Fisheries Division of the Ministry of Agriculture as 978 , 391 karats , valued. at bo
livares 1,314,692 (US$392,400). Of this total, 316 ,096 karats , valued at bolivares 
597,285 (US$178 , 300) are in t he hands of dealers. The crop is reported as satisfac
tory. No data are available on the number of pearl fishers engaged , reports aJuly 
7 u. S. Embassy dispatch from Caracas . 

The Nanaging Director of the Banco Agricola y Pecuaria stated that !".is insti
tution would not purchase this year's collection of pearls unless the Venezuelan 
Goverrment requests it 0 The t-1anaging Director annourced U:at the current stock of 
pearls from past harvests now in the Bank's vaults is valued at bolivares 1,698,000 
( US$507 ,(00). There is almost no :narket for the s e since France an India, the prin-
cipal prewar buyers, are no longer seeking pearls. Eff orts have been made to ms
pose of them in Hong Kong and other oriental centers, but without much success. The 
Bank feels that the amount of money frozen in these jewels is too high. 

A tota l of 250, 000 karats of seed pearls were sold in Europe an 50 ,000 in the 
United States plu s 30,000 baroques. Also, some pearls have been sold in otherVen
ezuelan cities. 

HELICOPTER IS USEFUL AS WHALE-SPOTTER 

DO YOU KNOW THAT: 

When t~e whal~ng factory ship Norhval arrived at Cape Town recently 
there was high praIse for the usefulness of the helicopter carried aboard. 
On one occasion a school of 200 whales was spotted by the pilot . 

. . . World Fishing, June 1953 




