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HEARINGS SCHEDULED ON JAPAN'S APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY ACCESSION TO GATT 
AND PROPOSED EXTENSION OF FIRM LIFE-O=-=F~G~A'~rr:;"::T';';'AR-IF-F CONCESSIONS: Public-vi-ew-s-have 
been requested regarding-two proposals scheduled to be considered at the Septem
ber 17 session of the Contracting Parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade to be held in Geneva, reports an August 27 release from the U. S: Department 
of state. The two proposals are (a) Japan 's application for temporary accession 
to the General Agreement, and (b) extension of the date after which ArticleXXVIII 
of the Agreement may be invoked (to continue firm life of individual tariff con
cessions in the Agreement). 

In view of the fact that full-scale tariff negotiations are not possible at 
the present time, Japan has asked that it be permitted to accede to t~e General 
Agreement on a temporary basis. Under such temporary accession, the United States 
and other contracting parties would apply to Japan, for such time as may be agreed 
upon, the provisions of the Agreement (including the schedules containing the 
tariff concessions) in return for the application to them by Japan of such provis
ions and for commitments with respect t o Japan's tariff. Under the proposal, the 
accession would not involve the modificat ion of any United States tariff rates nor 
the addition to the Agreement of any ne ..... articles imported into the United States. 

Article YJCVIII now provides that the concessi ons on individual products, 
negotiated at Geneva in 1947, at Annecy in 1949, or at Torquay in 1950 or 1951, 
may be modified or withdrawn on or after Januar-,f 1, 1954, follo .. ring consultation 
~d negotiation with other contracting parties, without the necessity of termin
ating the entire agreement. To the extent that agreement is reached to extend the 
date, it would mean that concessions could not be modified or withdrawn by the 
procedure provided for in that article until such nevi later date. In 1951 the 
date was extended from January 1, 1951, to January 1, 1954. No extension of this 
date in Article XXVIII will affect the right of any contracting party to withdraw 
or modify individual concessions pursuant to Article XIX (commonly called "the es
cape clause") of t he General Agreement. 

Interested persons were invited to express views with regard to any aspectof 
these two proposals. Such views were to be considered befo~e a final decision was 
reached as to the United States position on these proposals. Written views were 
to be submitted to the Committee for Rec i procity Information by September 10, 1953. 
Public hearings opened on September 14 in the Tariff Commission Building, ftiashing
ton, D. C. 

***** 
TOKYO FISHERY ATTACHE POST ABOLISHED: Due to a curtailment in appropriations , 

the Stat:"eDepartment late in August abolished the position of ~ishe~ ~ttac~e in. 
the U. S. Embassy at Tokyo, Japan. Wm. C. Neville has held th1s ~oslt:on s~nce.1t 
was first established early in 1952, and has provided the U. S. f1sherles wlth 1n
fo~tion on current developments in the Japanese fisherie s. 
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The State Department has advised that, in the future, current data on the 
Japanese fisheries will be reported by the economic staff in the Embassyat Tokyo. 

Eighty-Third Congress (1st Session) 

AUGUST 1953 

Listed below are public bills and resolutions introduced and referred to Com
mittees or passed by the Eighty-Third Congress (First Sessi on) and signed by the 
Pr es ident that directly or indirectly affect the fisheries and allied industries. 
Public bills and resolutions are shown in this section only when introduced and, 
i f passed, when signed by the Pre sident; but also shown are the more pertinent re
ports, hearings, or chamber actions on some of the bills shown in this section 
from month to month. 

F irst s ession of the 83d Congress adjourned 
s ine die afte r clearing various bills for the Presi
dent. 

BILL INTRODUCED : 

Tuna ynporJ Duties; Introduced in House H. R. 
6816\ffit - a iJI"TCi"""amend the Tariff Act of T930, 
so as t o impose certain duties upon the importation 
of tuna fish, and for other purposes; to the Commit
tee on Ways and Means. Same as H. R. 6512 (see 
Comm er c ia l Fisheries Review, August 1953, p.48). 
Revis e s !!. B. 6348. ---

BILLS PASSED: 

P revention of Collis ions in Inland Wate rs : Sen
a t e pa sse d wlthout am endm e nt anacIeareaTor Pres
ident, H . R . 2234, to am e nd the rules for the pre 
vention -ofcolhslOns on certai n inland wate rs of the 
U. S. 

Presidentia l Authority to Enter into T r ade Agree 
n ents' Comm lttee of c onIere nce r epOl:teJ1U th e 
House H. R . 5495 - a bill t o e xtend the authority of 
the Presiaenf10enter into trade agreements under 
s,,-ction 350 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended 
(Rept. No . 1089) . Hous e adopted the c onference 
report and s e nt the m ea s ure to the Senate . Results 
of the conference wer e: (1 ) the Hous e r eceded in 
its disagreement to t h e Senate am endm ent provid
ing that the enactment of H. R. 5495 expresses 
neither approval nor disapprovalOfGeneral Agree
ment on Tariffs and Trade; (2) th e House receded, 
with a clerical change , in its disagreem ent to the 
Senate provision ame nding s ection 22 (b) of the 
Agricultura l Adjustment Act whic h provide s for 
emergency action by t he Pre s i dent without awaiting 
the recommendations of t he Tariff Commission; 
V3) the conferees agreed t o keep t h e m e mbe rship of 
the Tariff Commission a t s ix ; and also agree that 
in votes as to whether investigations or hearings 
shall be held resulting in a tie , suc h proce edings 
shall occur, (4) the Hou se r ecede d with an am end
ment in its disagreement 1'0 the Senate provision 
that a quorum of the Comm ission on Fore ign E c o
nomic Policy shall consist of 9 m embers, of whom 
at least 5 shall be Members of Congress; (5) the 
House receded with an a m endm e nt in its disagree 
ment with t he Senate on the provision pertaining to 

the general statement of the scope of the commis
sion's study. The amendment provides that the 
Commission is directed to examine, study, and r e
port on the subjects of international trade and its 
enlargement consistent with a sound domestic econ
omy, our foreign e c onomic policy, and the trade 
aspects of our natior.al s 02curity and total foreign 
policy; and to recommend appropriate policies, 
measures, and practices. 

Senate adopted confe rence report and cleared 
H. R. 5495 for the President. - - - -
CHAMBER ACTION : 

Food and DrU! Factory Inspection: House voted 
to disagree to a e nate amendment to H. !3.. ~, 
to amend the Federal Food, Drug, anaCosmehc 
Act, so as to protect the public health and welfare 
by providing certain authority for factory inspec
tion and returned the bill to the Senate . 

BILLS SIGNED BY THE PRESIDENT: 

Customs Simplification : H. B. 5877 - An act 
to amend certain administraITve provisions of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 and r elated laws, and for other 
purposes (P. L. 243) . The act moderniz es the ad
ministrative and procedural provisions of the cus
toms laws and does not change any classifications 
or rates of duty. 

Food and Drug Factory Inspection Authority: 
H. R . 5740- Anact to amend the Federal Food, 
TI"rug, and Cosmetic Act, so as to protect the pub
lic health and welfare by providing certain author
ity for factory inspection, and for other purposes 
(P. L. 217). This Law authoriz es (a) officers or 
emplOyees duly designated by the Secretary,. upon 
pres enting appropriate c r e dentials and a wntten 
notice to the owner operator or agent in charge, 

I 't' S are authoriz e d (1) to ente r, at r easonable lrne fch 
any factory, warehouse, or e stablishment 10 ~h _ 
f ood , drugs, devices, or cosm etics are man~:~t'o 
tured, processed, packed, or held, for lOtro h . 
into int erstate commerce or are held after suc

d 
t 

introduction, or to enter any vehicle belOg use 0 

transport or ;,o:d such food, drugs, devices, or_ 
cosmetics in interst a t e commerce~ and (2) tobre 
spect at reasonable times and wlthm reasona 
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limits and in a reasonabl .:! manne r, suc h fa ctory , 
warehouse, establishment, or vehicle and all p er
tinent equipment, finished a nd unfinished materials, 
containers, and labeling therein. A separate no
tice shall be given for each such inspection, but a 
notice shall not be required for each entry made 
during the period covered by the inspection. E:tc h 
such inspection shall be commenced and complet e d 
with reasonable promptness. 

(b) Upon completion of any such inspection and 
prior to leaving the premises, the officer shall give t o 
the owner, operator, or agent in charge a report in writ
ing setting forth any conditions or prac t ices obs e r ved 
by him which, in his judgment, indicate that any food, 
drug, device, or cosmetic in such establishment 
(1) consists in whole or in part of any filthy, putrid, or 
decomposed substance, or ( 2) has been prepared, 
packed, or held under insanitary conditions whe r eby 
it may have become contaminated with filth, or whe r e 
by it may have been rendered injurious to health. 

(c) U the officer has obtained any sample in the 
course of the inspection, upon completion of the 
inspection and prior to leaving the premises he 
shall give to the owner, operator, or agent in 
charge a receipt describing the samples obtained. 

(d) Whenever in the course of any such inspec 
tion the officer obtains a sample of any such food. 
and an analysis is made of such sample, a copy of 
the results of such analysis shall be furnished 
promptly to the owner, operator, or agent in 
charge. 

Interior Appro~riations: H. R. 4828, Interior 
(including FIsh an Wildlife serYrce) appropriations 
for fiscal year 1954. Signed July 31, 1953 fP. L. 
172). (While the Branch of Commercial Fisnerles 
Oithe U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service will still 
take a reduction of about $29,000 from the budget 
estimate , it will be possible in the current fiscal 
year to conduct all of the regular activities of the 
Branch at approximately the levels originally 
planned. ) 

Northern Pacific Halibut Act Amendment: S. 
2434, to amerur-tne r:rortnern -pacific Halibut Act 
Ofn35. Makes changes in the original act to c on 
form to the Convention between the United State s 
of America and Canada for the Preservation of the 
Halibut Fishery of the Northern Pacific Ocean and. 
Bering Sea, signed at Ottawa, March 2, 1953. (E . 
.!=.~ 

Outer Continental Shelf: H. R. 5134 - An act 
to proviae for the jurlsOICtion onhelJn1ted State s 
OVer the submerged lands of the outer Continental 
Shelf, and to authorize the Secretary of the Inte r
Ior to lease such lands for certain purposes. (~. 
b· 212). This law defines the policy of the United 
States as that the subsoil and seabed of the oute r 
Continental Shelf appertain to the United State s and 
are SUbject to its jurisdiction, control, and powe r 
of disposition as provided in this Act. This A ct 
shall be construed in such manner that the c harac 
I r as high seas of the waters above the oute r Con
Iln"ntal Shelf and the right to navigation and fi s h 
lng ther in shall not be affec ted. The Constitution 
and la\\ s and civil and politic al jur i s diction of the 
l nlted States ar e h e r e by extende d t o the s ub s oil 
and seabed of th e oute r Continental Shelf and to all 
artificial islands and f ixe d struc tures \~ hich may 
b< ereded the reon for the purpos e of exp lo r ing 

Trade Alffeement Authontv: H. H. 54 5-
acttoeite n th e a uthor tty of the-rsrsl n Io 
into trade a gr ements under sectlon 350 of lh T r
iff Act of 1930 , a s amended, and for olh r purpose 
(.!' . .!:. 215). This act extt.:nds for furth rp rl d 
of on e year from June 12, 1953, the authonty of 
the P resident to enter into foreign-tr d. gr 
m ents under section 350 of th Tariff ct of 1030. 
R e duces from 1 year to 9 months th p nod Ithm 
which the T ariff CommisslOn must mak ltS III 

t igation and r e port on applications for riff 
the escape claus e . Establishes a blparhsan m
m iss ion to be known a s the CommiSslon on For
eign Economic P olicy. 

The Commission IS directed to .!xamlll • study, 
and r eport on the subjects of internatlonal lr d 
and its enlargement consistent With a sound dom 
tic econ omy, our foreign economic po lie , and lh 
t r ade aspects of our national security and tot 1 
foreign policy; and to r ecommend appropri t 
policie s, measures, an:i pra ctices . 

CONGRESSIONAL R E P OR TS: 

Committee reports on bills r port rl 1n th s s c
tion of interest to the fishery and alll d industrl 
availabl e only from the committee submlttm 
r e port . 
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party, one-half of the number of Commission rs 
voting agree that the investigation should be made, 
such investigation shall thereupon be carried out in 
accordance with the statu1;ory authority cov ring 
the matter in question, and whenever the CommiS
sion is authorized to hold hearings in the cours of 
any investigation and one-half of the number of 
Commissioners voting agree that hearings should 
be held, such hearings shall ther upon be held in 
accordance with the statutory authority covering 
the matter in question; that a quorum of the om
mission on Foreign Economic Policy (established 
by title III of the bill) shall conSist of 4 members 

appointed by the Presidf'nt of th .. United States 3 
memb rs appointed from thf' S('nate by the Vic~ 
President of th!' nit d Statl'S, and 'j members 
from the Ilous ' of H .pr sentativc's appointed by the 
Speaker of th . Hous of Itf!prescntativcs (any nine 
members of the CommiSSion w()llid constitute a 
quorum); the CommiSSion would be rJir(·r.ted to ex
amine, study, and report on th SUbJf·cts of inter
national trade and its f·nlargem 'nt consistent with 
a sound domestic economy, our foreign ~CQnOmIC 
policy, and the tradf' aspects of our national Secu
rity and total for ign pollcy; and to recommend ap
propriate policies, measur s , and practices . 

OYSTERS THRIVE ON SCRAP IRON 

Old iron may scarcely seem a fisheries subject but in one case the iron 
has produced a small fortune from the oysters which have grown on it, reports 

-~- === 

THREE-YEAR-OLD OYSTERS GROWING ON HORSESHOES, HUNG ON AN 
OLD BEDSTEAD END. 

the April 1953 Fisheries 
Newsletter, anAustral
ian Government publica
tion. A resident of Dun
wich, Moreton Bay, in 
southern Que ens I and, 
struck by the remarkable 
catch on the iron rails 
used to support the Dun
wich baths, and the catch 
on iron hulks about the 
Bay, set out a part of his 
oyster I e a s e with iron 
cultch. 

He purchased a num
ber of old iron hospital 
beds, and th ese, with 
horseshoes and old fish
plates, formed the origi
nal cultch on his Dunwich 
leases. So successful 
were these that he has 

since used a number of iron materials, particularly conduit and old motorcar 
~pringsandffiotorbike scrap. More recently angle-iron sticks, costingabout 

2: U. S. cent each, have been added to the cultch. 

The iron can be used for crop after crop, and the oysters are easily re
moved from it as a result of the inevitable surface rusting. 




