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CONThNTS 
COVER: Great Lakes gill net and gill-net tug used m setting the n . ThiS IS moSt com­

mon type of fishing by U.ited States fishermen on the Great Lakes--more than .')00 of 
these vessels operate on the Lakes. In 1952 Umted States fishermen operatln gill­
nets on the Great Lakes caught 40 percent of the totallandmgs at Lake ports, or 33 
million pounds of fish, valued at $12 million ex-vessel. After the nets are set , tt. 
vessel returns at intervals of one to sU! days to 11ft the nets. depcndm on water tem­
peratures and weather cond.tions. Generally, the catch is landed the same day the nets 
are lifted. 
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CAST - NET FISHING IN FLORIDA 

Cast nets (throw nets) are used by both commercial and amateur 
fishermen in Florida to catch shrimp, mullet, and many other types of 
inshore fish. Shrimping with a cast net is done at night, using gas lan­
tern, chum (ground bait), and a small-meshed (1-1i") cast net. Posi­
tions are staked out along a sea walland the chum (crushed oysters, bar­
nacles, or fish) is scattered around the area. The positions 5lre then 
fished in succession allowing a few minutes for the shrimp to collect a­
round the chum. Mullet are taken by nig-ht or by day using a longer net 
with a larger mesh (2-3i-"). No specia.l method is used to attract the 
fish, since they school naturally. The net s can be bought at most stores 
carrying fishing supplies, although the majority of cast netters make 
their own nets from either cotton or nylon thread, knitting increasingly 
larger rows of diamond shaped meshes from top to the bottom of the net. 

Sea Secrets, September 7, 1954, 
The Marine Laboratory, University of Miami, 
Coral Gables, Florida. 
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