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Interna tional 

UNITED STATES-CANADIAN INFORMAL MEETING ON TRADE RELATIONS 

An informal meeting was held in Washington, D. C., January 6, 1955, and a num­
ber of problems were reviewed which are of current interest in trade relations be­
tween Canada and the United States. Particular attention was devot d to the progress 
being made at the review session of the General Agre ment on Tariffs and Trade, 
which is under way in Geneva, Switzerland. Among the probl ms bing dealt with 
at the review session, which are of direct concern both to anada and the nited 
States, are the future of tariff concessions made under the gre ment, agricultural 
import restrictions, and the wide-spread use of import restrictions for balance-of­
payments reasons. 

The meeting was attended by the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and 
Commerce, the Hon. L. B. Pearson, Secretary of State for External Affairs, and 
the Hon. W. E. Harris, Minister of Finance, representing the Canadian Government, 
and by Hon. John Foster Dulles, Secretary of State, Hon . George Humphrey, Secre­
tary of the Treasury, and the Hon. True D. Morse, Under Secretary of griculture, 
representing the United States Government. 

INTERNA TIONAL PACIFIC HALIBUT COMMISSION 

NORTH PACIFIC HALIBUT REGULATIONS FOR 1955: No changes in the orth 
Pacific halibut fishery regulations that might materially increase the removals from 
the stock in 1955 is the recommendation of the International Pacific Halibut Com­
mission after its recent annual meeting in Seattle presided over by the Chairman, 
Edward Allen of Seattle. 

The Commission reached this decision after a review of the scientific evidence 
submitted by its staff and after consultation with the industry. It felt that in view of 
the multiple fishing seasons last year with the resultant great increase in total yield, 
it is essential that there be at least one more year of observation of the halibut fish­
ery under virtually the same conditions, states a January 27 release from the Com­
mission. 

The fishing regulations for the 1955 season adopted by the Commission for rec-
0mmendation to Canada and the United States are: 

1. The fishing areas shall be the same as in 1954, except that the dividino­
line between Areas 3A and 3B shall be moved from the Sanak Islands t~ 
the Shumagin Islands. 

2. The opening date for the first halibut fishing season in all regulatory 
areas shall be May 12. 

3. There shall be no changes in the catch limits for the first season in 
Areas 2 and 3A which were 26,500,000 and 28,000,000 pounds, respectively. 
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4. The opening and closing hours of all fishing seasons shall be 6 a. m. 

5. Area 1B will close when the catch limit for Area 2 (26,500,000 pounds) 
will have been reached. Area 3B will close when the catch limit of 
Area 3A (28,000,000 pounds) will have been reached. 

6. In addition to the above open seasons, based on the attainment of the 
catch limits for Areas 2 and 3A, further fishing seasons will be al­
lowed as follows: Areas 2 and 1B, to be reopened on July 27, for 
7 days with no catch limit; Areas 3A and 3B to be reopened July 27 
for 9 days with no catch limit. Area 3B to again be reopened on Au­
gust 11 for 23 days with no catch limit. Area 1A to open on May 12 
and remain open until the final closing date of Area 3B, i. e. Septem­
ber 3, with no catch limit. 
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The Commission is responsible to Canada and the United States for the regula­
tion of the North Pacific halibut fishery which now produces nearly 75 percent of the 
world's production of halibut. The catch during the past year of more than 71 mil­
lion pounds, an all-time record, was taken by 700 regular halibut vessels manned 
by 3,000 fishermen. 

When regulation began 23 years ago, the catch totaled only 44 million pounds, 
and required a 9 months' fishing season to take the catch. Under the Commission's 
management there has been progressive improvement of the stocks and the present 
71 million -pound catch was taken in 2 months of fishing. 

The additional fish catch over previous years resulted from the exercise of the 
new authority of the Commission to have multiple open seasons in anyone year. The 
1953 treaty, which provided that authority, requires also that the Commission devel­
op the fishery to levels of maximum sustained yield. 

Richard Nelson of Vancouver and Seton H. Thompson of Washington, D. C., were 
elected Chairman and Vice -Chairman, respectively, for the ensuing year. Other 
members of the Commission are: for Canada, S. V. Ozere, Ottawa, replacing G. R . 
.clark who lately ·was appointed Deputy Minister of Fisheries for Canada; Harold 
Holland, Prince Rupert. For the United States the other members are Edward W. 
Allen, Seattle; and J. W. Mendenhall, Ketchikan. 

TERRITORIAL WATERS 

PERU, CHILE, ECUADOR SIGN 200-MILE ZONE CONVENTIONS: Delegates 
from Peru, Chile, and Ecuador af'a"December 2, 1954, meeting in Lima on territo­
rial waters signed six international conventions, according to a December 6 U. S . 
Embassy dispatch from Lima. The conventions are as follows : 

1. "Convention concerning the granting of permission for exploitation of 
the riches of the South Pacific." Article 1 states that no fishing will 
permitted within the 200-mile zone, while Article 5 provides that those 
requesting permission must indicate the port at which Peruvian inspec­
tors will be taken on board. 

2. "Convention regarding means of surveillance and control over the mari­
time zones of the signatory powers. " 

3. "Supplementary convention regarding the declaration of sovereignty over 
the 200-mile zone." Article 1 states, in part, that Chile, Ecuador, and 
Peru will proceed in joint agreement regarding the juridical defense of 
the principle of maritime sovereignty of "at least 200 marine miles in­
cluding the soil and subsoil." 
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4. "Convention concerning the ordinary annhuaCl m et~ng. of th~llPf. rmthanent 
Commission." Article 1 provides that t ommlsSlOn Wi lX 

number of sperm whales which may b tak n during ach s ason. 
Article 2 states that the Commission will d cid th amount of the 
fees to be paid. 

5. "Convention establishing special fronti r zon s ." This provides 
for establishing special maritime zon s 10 miles wid s parating 
the waters of the three signatory countrie . 

6. "Convention regarding sanctions." This provid s, inter alia, that 
fines of from 1 to 5 times the value of the catch shall b imposed. 
Another potential sanction is exclusion from t 'rritorial wat 1"S 

for not less than 6 months nor more than 3 years. 

These conventions to become effective must now b ratifi d by the Congresses 
of the respective signatories. 

It was understood that the Peruvian Congr ss was to me t in special session 
in December. 

* * * * * 
PERUVIAN NAVY CAPTURES PA AMA~ IA -REGISTERED WH Lh FLEET: 

The Peruvian Navy in mid-November captured the factoryship and four catcher boats 
of the Panamanian-registered whaling fleet on the grounds that the vessels were 
catching whales within the 200-mile zone of coastal waters claimed as subject to 
Peruvian jurisdiction under the 1952 Santiago Tripartite Declaration. The incident 
brings to a head the general opposition of maritime nations to this de clar atl on, re­
ports a November 29, 1954, U. S. Embassy dispatch from Lima. 

PANAMA PROTESTS PERUVIAN ACTIO I DETAINI1TG WHALL G FLEET: 
The Panamanian Minister for Foreign Relationstold the National Assembly that 
Panama ""ould demand payment of damages for whaling ships operated under the 
Panamanian flag which were captured by Peruvian naval vessels, unless satisfactory 
arrangements were reached in negotiations with Peru. 

The press (La Hora) carried several articles protesting Peru's action. La 
Hora's publisherspent several days in Peru as legal representative of the vessels' 
owner (Aristotle Socrates Onassis). Another newspaper in an editorial (El Dia, 
November 19) implied that the small revenue received from the whaling fleet was 
hardly worth risking strained relations with Peru which was the "first American 
State" to recognize Panama's independence. That newspaper (November 22) sug­
gested that Panama's views were similar to those of Peru in the case of aU. S.­
owned vessel that was seized by Panama in May 1953 for alleged violation of Pana­
rna's fishing regulations. Other newspapers devoted extensive space to the con­
troversy with Peru, including stories on the whaling fleet owner's background and 
interviews with members of the crews of some vessels of the whaling fleet which 
succeeded in returning to Panama, a November 24 U. S. Embassy dispatch from 
Panama points out. 

COLOMBIAN PRESS SUPPORTS PERU IN DETENTION OF PANAMANIAN 
WHALING FLEET: A Colombian authority on international law has also used the 
Peruvian incident to advertise his views that Colombia should join with its southern 
neighbors in claiming control over a 200-mile strip of territorial waters. In an 
article in El Tiempo on November 25, he attempted to establish a legal basis for 
the decisions of the recent tripartite conference at Santiago. He stated that the 
modern doctrine of the continental platform was established by the United States 
through presidential proclamation in September 1945. He admitted that a distinction 
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exists between the continental platform and territorial waters but claimed that the 
two concepts complemented one another and were technically parallel. He stated 
further : "Not all countries have a continental platform. Therefore, the interna­
tionalists have conceived a formula to reestablish the principle of juridical equality 
of States, giving to those countries without a continental platform some compensa­
tion. This is precisely the situation of the countries of the South Pacific, including 
Colombia. For these circumstances the international jurists have formulated the 
principle that States lacking a continental platform have the right to regulate hunt­
ing and fishing carried out in the zones of the high seas adjacent to their territorial 
waters up to a limit of 200 miles." (Decision of the Hispanic American Institution 
of International Law, Sao Paulo 1953.) 

Going further the Colombian authority on international law compared the Santi­
ago Agreements to a regional agreement reached in accordance with Articles 52-54, 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. As such, this regional accord has 
precedence in international law over the precedents invoked by those attacking this 
South American regional accord ... 

He concluded his article by appealing again for Colombian action to adhere to 
the continental platform doctrine adopted by Chile, Peru, and Ecuador. 

* * * * * 
DETAINED WHALING FLEET FINED $3 MILLION BY PERU: The Panamanian­

registered whaling fleet detained by the Peruvian Navy was 1Ii1eCl""the equivalent of 
US$3 million. Alleged violations included Articles 731, 740, 742, 743, and 764 of the 
Merchant' Marine regulations. The Peruvian press (La Prensa) reports that the 
owner of the fleet in commenting on the fine said he believed he would pay promptly-­
not only because vessels captured are worth at least five times the amount of the 
fine, but principally because without the factoryship he would be unable to continue 
the proposed whaling expedition to the Antarctic which would enable him to more 
than recover the amount assessed. A five -day period for payment of the fine was 
reported to expire on December 4, according to aU. S. Embassy dispatch from 
Lima dated December 1, 1954. 

The press also reported that the Chilean Secretary General of the permanent 
commission created under the tripartite declaration stated that since Peruvian 
action against this whaling fleet was taken solely under its local laws and that the 
regulations adopted at Santiago in October 1954 do not yet have the force of an 
International Treaty, provision for equal distribution of the fine does not apply. 

* * * * * 
PANAMANIAN WHALING FLEET PAYS $3 MILLION FINE TO PERU: The 

owner of the Panamanian-registered whalingTIeet paid the~mrrnon fine in De­
cember 1954, according to press reports from Peru. It was reported that Lloyds of 
London had put up the cash. The five vessels detained at the Peruvian port of Callao 
began to take on provisions immediately in preparation for whaling activities in 
Antarctic waters. 

Recent developments in connection with the territorial waters issue were con­
tained in a dispatch from Oslo, Norway, dated January 10. The dispatch, made 
available by the Office of Special Assistant for Fisheries and Wildlife, Department 
of State, reports that the Onassis whaling fleet, seized by Peruvian authorities last 
November, was released on December 13 on payment of a fine of US$3 million. The 
expedition was insured by Lloyds of London which, in effect, paid the fine. Accord­
ing to the dispatch, "It has been widely reported that the case will be appealed in 
international law and the Peruvian claim tested." 

" ... a spokesman for the British Admiralty had announced that the British 
fleet would intervene if South American nations attempted to encroach on the opera­
tions of the British whaling expeditions in the Antarctic. The announcement came as 
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a result of a communication reportedly rec iv d from th hil an or ign fic to 
the effect that Chile's claim to a 200-mile limit applied as w 11 to its poss ssions 
in the Antarctic. Shipping circles in London wer r ported to b conc rn d ov r th 
possibility that Chile might employ warships to seiz whaling ships now op rating 
in the Antarctic Ocean in the sam manner as Peru did in ovemb r . (At th sam 
time spokesmen for the British Foreign Office w r> report d to hav d -clar d that 
Great Britain did not intend to violate its agr m nt with hil and rg ntina not 
to send more warships than usual to the Antarctic during th wh ling s ason, and 
that the British Government would reconsider the agr m nt only if the hil an 
fleet threatened the British whaling expeditions J" 

* * * * * 
PANAMA NEGOTIATING FOR WHALIN FL ET SEIZED BY PER: A Pana­

manian Government official reportedly announced that Panama wa still n gotiating 
with Peru on the Peruvian seizure of the whaling fleet op rating under th anama;­
ian flag in waters off the coast of Peru, and that all recourse for bilateral settle­
ment has not been exhausted. The statement was mad in I' ply to a ne spap r 
reporter's question as to whether Panama would make a formal claim before an 
international organization. An El Pais editorial (December 9) held that P ruts 
claim to jurisdiction over watersWOmiles from shore is xcessiv, but that Pan­
ama, in view of its own fishing interests, ought to work for an exten ion of the three­
mile limit, reports a December 10 U. S. Embassy dispatch from Panama. 

TRADE AGREEME 'T S 

UNITED STATES-PHILIPPINES REACH AGREE1E T L T RE EGOTIA TIO S: 
The United States Delegation and the Philippine Economic MTSsion, after less than 
three months of continuous negotiation, reached agreement on a revislOn of the 1946 
Trade Agreement to be recommended to the Congresses of their two countries . The 
Agreement was signed in Washington on December 15, 1954. otwithstanding hon -
est differences of opinion between the Delegations on several of the issues involved, 
and despite their vigorous presentation by each side, agreement was reached in a 
relatively short period because of the spirit of friendship and good will which per ­
sisted throughout the negotiations. 

The agreement reached underscores the desire of both nations to put their trade 
relationship on a more normal and stable basis. This Agreement: 

l. Yields to the Philippines control over its own currency by eliminating 
Article V thereof; 

2. Eliminates most absolute quotas on Philippine articles entering the 
United States; 

3. Eliminates quota allocation limitations on Philippine articles s ubject 
to quotas in the United States; 

4. Makes the enjoyment of parity rights by citizens of eithe r country i n 
territory of the other reciprocal; 

5. Makes impOSition qf quantitative restrictions on the products of b oth 
countries reciprocal ; 

6. Gives to citizens of either country the right to enga ge i n business 
activities in the territory of the other on a reciproca l bas i s ; 

7. Provides security exce ptions in t he m ut ual inter e s t of both countries ; 
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8. Increases tariff preferences for Philippine articles entering the 
United States; 

9. Decreases tariff preferences for United States articles entering 
the Philippines; 

10. Eliminates the prohibition against the imposition of Philippine 
export taxes; 

11. Provides for elimination of the Philippine exchange tax and the 
dual rate of exchange it creates by substitution of an import levy 
to be progressively reduced and eliminated. 

12. Permits the Philippines to ask the United States Congress for 
possible increases in the sugar quota when other nations are per­
mitted to do so; and 

13. Increases duty-free quotas on Philippine articles which are sub­
ject to declining duty-free quotas in the United States. 

49 

It is hoped that with these changes the Philippines will sooner succeed in attain­
ing a better balanced economic status as a free nation. It is also hoped that these 
changes will further strengthen the friendly and mutually beneficial political and 
economic relations between the two peoples, a December 15 U. S. State Department 
release points out. 

Under the 1946 agreement, import duties were to be applied by both countries 
beginning July 4, 1954, at the rate of 5 percent of the basic rate each year for 20 
years until full rates were reached after January 4. 1974. The new agreement pro­
poses, with certain exceptions for articles under quota provisions, ordinary custom 
duties to be collected on articles entered or withdrawn from warehouse at the per­
centages of the respective duties shown in the table. 

The proposed revis­
ion would permit the 
Philippines to impose a 
temporary special im­
port tax in lieu of the 
present tax on the sale 
of foreign exchange at 

Years 

1956-58 
1959-61 
1962-64 
1965-67 
1968-70 
1971-73 
1974-

a rate no higher than the 
present rate subject, with 
certain exceptions. to 
progressive reduction of 10 percent per year beginning i'n 1957 and complete elimina­
tion proposed by 1966. 

The agreement also proposes to delete, among other items. buttons of pearl 
or shell from the application of the absolute quota provisions and to provide for 
diminishing duty-free quota. It eliminates most absolute quotas on Philippine arti­
cles entering the United States and increases duty -free quotas on certain Philippine 
articles subject to declining duty-free quotas in the United States . 

• The agreement provides for the mutualization of rights either party accords 
to the other in the disposition. exploitation. development. and utilization of natural 
resources. Each party has reserved the right to limit the extent to which aliens 
may engage in fishing. 

In general, the rights provided citizens of the Philippines may be exercised 
with respect to natural resources in the United States which are subject to Federal 
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control or regulations, only through a COl'por ti on organiz 
United States or one of its States . Citiz ns of lh > nit d l t S mny ~ x . rcis . the ir 
rights in the Philippines with r sp ct to natural r sour es in th' Phi lippinc:s ()n ly 
through the medium of a corporation org niz cl und r h 1 ws of th Philippine s 
and at least 60 percent of the capital stock of whi h is own d or antrol! d by r:i i-
7.ens of the United Stat s. Th rights of eith r party hnll not be JXE r is d to d rr)­

gate from the rights pr viously acquired by ci iz ns or or'p rations SSOCi~l Ions 
owned or controlled by citizens of th oth r par'ty. 

The protocol of the Agre ment ha ~ be'n m n 1 d to provid ddi ional d crip -
tion of the terms "United States artlcl " and "Philippln arll IJ'" 

The Philippine Government has indi at d 0 r VIS C I tain of i import 
duties and such tariff revision has b n und 'r n id ration for som tl _ by h 
Philippine Tariff Commi sion. Information i not vailabl s to what chang. , if 
any, may be made in the basic Philippin) tari f as a r ult of thfJlr Tanff omis Ion 
study. 

* * • * * 
NORWEGIAN-CZECH AGREEME T EXTE ED TI R Gl glan-

Czech trade negotations were held in Oslo r c n ly and r ~ult d 10 an ion of 
the current agreement to cover the calendar y>ar 1955, Under th· nded agr 
ment Norwegian exports to Czechoslovakia vill includ fats and oil ; fr h, froz n, 
and salted fish; fish fillets; and canned fish. 0 fish ry pI'odu t \'111 included 10 

Czech shipments to Norway, a December 17 ,S, Emba sy di pate from s10 
points out. The agreement provides for n xchang> of good in 1955 to the value 
of about 114 million kroner (US$15.9 million) as compar d ith about 106 million 
kroner (US$14.8 million) in 1954, 

UNITED NATIONS 

FISHERIES DEVELOPMENTS IN NQli-SELF-GQVERNl TG TERRITORIE 
Most people living in tropical COuntries are not getting enough proteins in their diet. 
But if they were to eat more fish and its byproducts, this deficiency could be reduc­
ed, according to a report, "Fisheries in Non-Self-Governing Territories," prepared 
by the United Nations Secretariat, 

This report was presented to the General Assembly's Committee on Informa­
tion from Non-Self-Governing Territorie s, which met at UN Headquarters August 20 
to September 14, 1954. 

At present, only about 10 percent of man's animal protein supplies come from 
sea or fresh water. But if the world is to feed more people and with protein-rich 
food, the report says that countries will have to turn to the vast, almost-untapped 
sources of food in the waters of the world. 

First of all, however, the fishing industry needs to be streamlined and expanded 
in most countries, This can be done, the report suggests, by improving catching, 
processing, and marketing techniques; by aiding fishermen financially; and by con­
tinuing research and training, 

Improved Catching Techniques: Already, a start has been made in a number of 
non-self-governing territories. Fishing craft are being mechanized so that they can 
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exploit more distant fishing grounds and return quickly with their catches; new 
equipment is being tried out to improve catching methods; and fishermen are learn­
ing how to operate and maintain their gear, boats, and engines. 

In some cases financial aid is helping to increase production, and cooperatives 
are being established to give fishermen a better return for their labors and greater 
opportunities to expand their activities. 

In territories where prospects for sea fishing are poor, or in inland areas far 
from the sea, fish farming may be a profitable source of f ood. The report suggests, 
for instance, that fish-rearing may be combined with the cultivation of wet rice; 
in this way the same area of land covered by water is used to produce both a vege­
table and a fish crop. Or, a small holder's farm may combine the rearing of pigs, 
fish, and poultry with the cultivation of vegetables, rice, and fruit, so as to make 
maximum use of valuable resources often squandered as "wastes." 

Power Boats Aid Fishermen: In the United Kingdom territories the emphasis 
is on "the development of fish farming in inland waters and the trial and introduc­
tion of power fishing methods." For example, in the Windward Islands in the British 
West Indies larger and more seaworthy power boats are being provided to increase 
the catch per man-hour and to lower prices of fish. New markets for fish have been 
found in the islands with the development of roads and motor transport, and of ice 
supplies and cold storage. The United Kingdom has also begun fisheries research 
on a regional basis (in East Africa and West Africa, for instance) so as to deal with 
the broad problems affecting those areas. 

In French West Africa port and shore installations are being built to supply the 
large-scale fishing fleets and to store and distribute their catches; research organ­
izations are receiving equipment and small-scale and commercial fisheries are 
being developed. The report cites projects at Dakar and Abidjan where fish supplies 
have become more constant and species of high quality, until recently rare, are now 
offered regularly on the market. 

Fishermen themselves are also receiving help to increase their fish harvest. 
In Papua, for instance, the Government assists fishermen by the purchase and dis­
tribution of nets and other gear. In Jamaica a basic program is the formation of 
fishermen's cooperatives to increase production, r.educe production costs, and to 
improve marketing and general welfare among fishermen. 

Research Projects Produce Results : The report stresses the basic importance 
of research before a development program can be launched. French West Africa, 
for instance, has benefited from research and now produces vitamin-rich fish-liver 
oil. The West African Fisheries Research Institute has explored new fishing grounds 
for fish exploitation. In Hong Kong the Fisheries Division has opened a center to 
train fishermen in the efficient management of mechanized vessels. 

Inland fish farming has also made good progress in a number of non-self-gov­
erning territories. In the Belgian Congo fish ponds have increased from 15,000 in 
1950 to 47,000 in 1952. In French West Africa commercial fish culture is benefiting 
large centers of population by making up for the shortage of meat. In Morocco a 
new species of fish is now bred. In Malaya a kind of African fish was introduced for 
inland fishing. 

French West Africa is named as a territory where there are extensive facilities 
for marketing, distributing, and processing fish. Fish flour and fish oil are being 
produced in Senegal. 

Joint Marketing Enterprise : In the British territory of Uganda the Fish i 1arket­
ing Corporation represents an enterprise jointly run by the government and the 
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African fishing companies. It helps in the marketing of fish by transporting it to 
the larger towns and populated areas after processing or on ice, thus providing the 
fishermen with a far larger market for their catches. In Hong Kong the Government 
Wholesale Fish Marketing Organization also gives aid on a large scale. 

Since most neighboring countries have similar problems, various governments 
in different regions have formed councils to coordinate individual efforts, the UN 
report notes. For instance, the Indo-Pacific Fisheries Council was set up as a co ­
ordinating agency to integrate the administration, research, and development of 
fishing gear and methods for its preservation, and the planning and organization of 
training centers for farming and fisheries statistics. 

Caribbean Conference : The Caribbean Research Council and the Caribbean 
Commission jointly convened a conference of Caribbean governments in 1952. Be­
sides making technical suggestions , the conference recommended that a fisheries 
r esearch program be adopted in the Caribbean region. It also urged the govern­
ments to exchange information and hold periodic meetings. 

Such internahonal and regional organizations are "a most valuable factor" in 
the development of fisheries. 

"In many territories, increased production indicates progress in the develop­
ment of fisheries," the study concludes. "Very large increases, however , form­
ing major contributions towards filling the animal protein shortage in most cases 
cannot be expected before a substantial part of the groundwork has been completed ." 

WHALING 

ANTARCTIC WHALING SEASON OPENED JANUARY ~ 1955 : The 1955 Antarc­
tic pelagic baleen whaling season got under way on January 7, 1955, the starting 
date for the taking of fin and sei whales. This is 5 days later than the opening date 
of the previous season, according to the December 13, 1954, Foreign Crops and 
Markets, aU. S . Department of Agriculture publication. . 

The change in the starting date is one of several amendments that were made 
to the Schedule of the 1946 Convention for the Regulation of Whaling during the 
meeting in Tokyo in July 1954 of the International Whaling CommisslOn. Those 
amendments, which became effective on November 8, 1954, provide for: 

1. The starting date for factoryship operations for the 1955 Antarctic 
season to be January 7 for the taking of fin (and sei) whales, and 
January 21 for the taking of blue whales. 

2. A reduction from 60 to 57 feet in the minimum size of fin whales 
which may be taken. 

3. The compl~te protection of humpba~k whal~s in the North :):,tlantic 
Ocean and If} the waters south of 40 F. latItude, between 0 longi­
tude and 70 W. longitude, for a period of 5 years . 

4. Variable open seasons for land stations used for taking or treat­
ing minke whales. 

In the preceding Antarctic whaling season, 17 expeditions produced around 
367,000 short tons of whale oil and about 25,000 tons of sperm oil. In the coming 
season t?ere will be 19 expeditions with some 232 catching boats employed. How­
ev~r, thIS number may be reduced ~o 18 as the factoryship Olympic Challenger, 
WhICh operates under the Panamaman flag, was seized by the Peruvian Navy in mid­
November for the alleged violation of territorial waters of Peru. 

* * * * * 
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BULK OF 1954/55 ANTARCTIC WHALE OIL SOLD: The Norwegian Whaling 
Associationannounced on December 14 that tfie"'"Norwegian whaling companies' 
marketing pool had succeeded in s~lling forward their entire anticipated production 
of whale oil from the 1954/55 Antarctic whaling season, reports the January 10, 1955, 
Foreign Crops and Market, a Department of Agriculture publication. . 

Production in the 1954/55 season has been forecast by the Association at about 
165,000 short tons, valued at US$32,200,OOO. By November 23, 1954, a total of 
97,000 tons of whale oil, valued at about-US$18,480,000, had been sold forward to 
one United Kingdom and to two Norwegian consumers; the sale price to the British 
concern waS reported to have been-L75 per metric ton (US$190 per short ton) and 
to the other two purchasers 1,500 kroner (US$190) per ton. This was the minimum 
price at which sales could be made according to the agreement among members of 
the pool. By November 29, 1954, an additional 23,000 tons of oil valued at about 
US$4,600,000 had been sold to buyers in Denmark, Iceland, Germany, and the United 
Kingdom at prices ranging from US$194 to US$197 per ton. The latest report states 
that the remaining 45,000 tons were sold to undisclosed buyers at a price of US$203 
per ton. 

The world market price of whale oil was authoritatively reported recently to 
have ranged between US$187-190 during September and October 1954. From that 
point the price has risen steadily during the period of forward selling. As the 
chairman of the Norwegian Whaling Association has pointed out, early forward sales 
normally take the form of large quantity sales to important purchasers at minimum 
prices; later sales in smaller quantities command higher prices. 

The Oslo press reported on December 14, 1954, that most of the non-Norwegian 
whaling companies had also reported substantial forward sales of whale oil from the 
1954/55 whaling season. The British company which operates the Balaena expedi­
tion was reported to have sold its entire production at around US$190 per ton, while 
the other company from ·the United Kingdom, which operates the Southern Harvester 
and the Southern Venturer, was said to have sold out at prices ranging between 
US$190 and US$203 per ton. 

The South African company owning the Abraham Larsen expedition was also 
reported to have sold its entire anticipated production at prices similar to those 
obtained by the second British company. The press reported that only the Panaman­
ian expedition and the Argentine land station, of the companies which normally sell 
their whale oil on the world market, had not yet reported forward sales. Norsk 
Hvalfangst-Tidende (The Norwegian Whaling Gazette) for November 1954 reported 
that the Japanese expeditions had sold forward 29,760 tons of their anticipated pro­
duction: 19,840 tons to Germany at US$187 per ton, 3,310 tons also to Germany at 
US$188, and 6,610 tons to Sweden at about US$190 per ton. 

Aden 

LOANS TO FISHERMEN FOR MECHANIZING CRAFT: The Government of 
Aden announced Ciii"""'"November2r,1954, the extension of loans to fishermen for the 
mechanization of their craft. This scheme, if actively pursued, should in time help 
provide Aden with fresh fish on a more regular basis, and will mean a great incen­
tive to the local fishermen to improve their methods. 

Two fishermen's cooperatives have been recently formed in Aden with the help 
and encouragement of the local Labor Office. These measures are perhaps the first 
serious efforts on the part of government to help develop the fishing industry of 
Aden along modern lines. The waters around the Colony are abundant with fish of 
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many varieties. The fishing techniques, gear, and type of sailing vessel have not 
changed for centuries. 

If properly encouraged, Aden could easily develop a substantial industry whi:h, 
with the introduction of refrigeration, could very well help supply many of the nelgh ­
boring countries with large quantities of fresh fish, This in turn would b~ ·a boon 
to the local fishing community and to the economy of Aden as a whole, whlch mo!,e 
and more must rely on the development of its own resources to prosper and mam­
tain an increasing pace of production, 

The zambuk. or dhow. is the traditional sailing craft of Arabia and its sea­
worthiness has been proven through the ages, Its design and construction have not 
varied appreciably in many centuries. The construction of dhows is an important 
activity of the native Adenis. and an increase in the fishing activities of the Colony 
would of course result in a greater prosperity for the local ship builders. 

The text of the Aden Government press communique is as follows: 

" Under a development loans' scheme. fishing zambuks will be mechanized under 
the supervision of the Fisheries Department, 

ttDuring the past month three marine Diesel engines of 7/9 hp, have been in­
stalled in three fishing zambuks of Arab fishermen from Bereika and Fokum, thus 
bringing the total number of mechanized fishing zambuks in the Colony to five, The 
total cost of installation. including the cost of the engine. is about *-300 (US$840), 

"The engines are issued to fishermen on hire-purchase basis. Repayment is by 
easy instalments covering a period of four years. 

"The mechanized zambuks develop a speed of 5t knots. This is viewed by the 
fishermen very favorably. as it gives them advantages over unmechanized zambuks 
which are mainly dependent on the vagaries of the wind in carrying their catches to 
the market in good condition," 

Australia 

JAPANESE REPORTED FISHING 50 MILES OFF AUSTRALIAN COAST' There 
was considerable confusion and anti-Japanese outcry in the Australian pres~ follow­
ing recent reports of Japanese fishing boats seen some 50 miles off the Australian 
coast and the discovery of fishing buoys with Japanese markings washed up on the 
coast. Australian newspapers cla~med Australia now has the "right tt to control fish­
ing in Australian waters outside the territorial limits under the Fisheries Act of 
1952. including swimming fish in the same manner they now claim control of prod­
ucts of the sea bed under the Pearl Fisheries Act. 

The Australian Minister for Commerce and Agriculture issued a statement 
January 6. 1955. saying his government had never sought to exercise control of the 
swimming fisheries other than fishing by Australian nationals. "As legislation 
s,tands, he said. ttthere was .nothing to stop Japanese vessels from taking swimming 
flsh from waters outside the territorial limits.tt At the same time the Navy and Air 
Force would ke~p the Government i,nformed of operations of Australian and foreign 
ves~els, He, relterated the Austrahan Government's complete determination to ex­
erClse the nght to control sedentary fishing on the continental shelf . 

./~~ 
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Burma 

FISH SUPPLY, 1954: The supply of domestic fish available on the local Burmese 
market apparently increased slightly during 1954. A firm which chartered a Japan­
ese vessel in late 1953 to initiate deep-sea fishing was reasonably successful. 

Hauling the catch aboard the Japanese trawler Taiyo 
Maru operating out of Burma. --

Sorting catch on the Japanese trawler Taiyo Maru operating 
out of Burma. ----

The vessel made 5 fishing trips each 2 months witp catches of about 70,000 pounds 
each trip. Indications are that fresh -water and inshore fishing continued at about 
the same level and thus domestic fish supply appears to have increased by about 
two million pounds yearly. The apparent success of this venture indicates that in 
the near future Burma is more likely to be self-sufficient in fish than in many other 
food items, according to aU. S. Embassy dispatch (November 2, 1954) from Rangoon. 

Canada 

NEW SHRIMP FISHING AREAS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA: The discovery of two 
promising shrimp fishing areas in British Columbia was reported late in 1954 by 
the scientist in charge of shrimp and prawn research at the Pacific Biological 
Station of the Fisheries Research Board of Canada at Nanaimo, B. C. 

The scientist, whose investigations were responsible for two important shrimp 
finds in the Gulf of Georgia and Chatham Sound in 1953, said that the shrimp trawl­
er Yuri M, under charter to the Research Board in cooperation with the industrial 
development program of the Canadian Department of Fisheries, had recently found 
shrimp in commercial quantities in two areas of Georgia Strait. A small area off 
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Gabriola Island, near Nanaimo, and ~mother off the south end of Galiano Island, near 
Salamanca Point, each yielded an average of three pounds per trap in test fishing 
late in August 1954. 

For shrimp fishing the ves sel was equipped with strings of traps in se~ies of 
eight, set on the principle of ground-line fishir:g. Traps w~re o~ a collapsIble t!,pe 
developed by the biographical station from a deSIgn by a Na,nalmo flsherma.n. ShrImp 
occurred in waters where the bottom was rocky and unsUltable for trawhng. 

The scientist also reported a new potential shrimp fishing area in Imperial 
Eagle Channel, Barkley Sound, where the Yuri ~ in test trawls found enough sh~imp 
to indicate a moderate fishe r y, reports the October 1954 Trade News, a CanadIan 
Department of Fisheries magazine . 

***** 
BRITISH COLUMBIA CANNED SALMON PACK, 1954: The 1954 British Col-

umbia salmon canning season ended early inDecember with a total pack of 1,743,406 

pecles 1949 
t . 

Sockeye (red) 680,930 449.174 408,041 259.880 
Blueback. . . 4,302 5,581 7,371 6.876 
Spring (king) 14,066 9,064 9,133 21,065 
Coho (silver) 124,084 58,514 109,272 208,063 
Pink. . . . . . 335, 777 675,8~6 446.516 709.217 
Chum (keta) . 580,515 91,514 498,984 226,241 
Steelhead . . 3,732 3,752 3,243 2,381 

Totals .. . r.~~~~-+~-n~~~-+~~~~~+'~~~~~-r~~~-+-r~~~~ 

.Y A standard case consists of 48 I-lb. cans. 

cases (48 I-lb. cans), the Canadian Department of Fisheries reported onDecember 8 
(see table). This was a decrease of 4.3 percent from the 1953 pack of 1,821,269 cases, 
due to a large drop in the production of pink salmon as 1954 was an off -year for this spe­
cies. The pack of all other varietie s of salmon was greater than a year earlier. The 
1954 pack was 10.8 percent below the 1951 pack (1,955,475), the highest in recent years, 
but well above the production in 1948-1950-1952, other recent off years for pink salmon. 

* * * * * 
NEWFOUNDLAND CAPELIN FISHERY: Capelin are extremely plentiful in the 

Newfoundland area but are only readily available during the spawning season in 
June and July. 

These little fish are used extensively as bait for cod, fertilizer for potatoes, food 
for dogs and mink, for preparation of pet food; and for human food in the fresh, frozen, 

............. -::, (-

Capelm (Mallotus villosus) 

salted and dried, or smoked condition . In 
recent years one herring meal plant has 
often manufactured fish meal and extracted 
oil from capelin, and so extended its oper­
ations for several weeks after the herring 
disappeared from the inshore areas, ac­
cording to the November 195,4 Trade News, 
a CanadianDepartment of Fisheries pub­
lication. 

Femalecapelin are, onthe average, smaller than males. The moisture content 
does not vary much between the sexes but the males are fatter. The males are sturdier 
than the f.em~les v:ith a larger bone structure, The spawning capelin usually have some 
s nd gramS,In theIr stomachs. The percentage of fat would doubtless be slightly higher 
(and the mOIsture lower) before spawning begins and lower (with moisture higher) at the 

n of th spawning season. 

* * * * * 
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EASTERN ARCTIC BIOLOGICAL 1NVESTIGATIO S: G neral biologlC 1 10-

vestigations of northern Hudson Bay were contmued in 1954 by sci n ists of th 
Fisheries Research Board of Canada aboard 
the Calanus, the Board's Arctic research 
vessel. The investigations were extended 70· .s6().~~~(t,~~1 
to include a study of the walrus of'Coats 18- ----- 'lot <\ I 

~"''''''' . land and a study of the biology of the seals ARCT I C ro,\< ~ 
of the Cape Dorset area of southwesternBaf- CIRCLE l.s~ FO L!, 
fin Island, according to the October Trade 0.... <r .. c, OOR (T 

t::/4J News of the Canadian Department of Fish- .... " erres. 6rJ ~:t 
/:' 

tJ " 
The field program began earlier than ,} S" 

usual, with one of the research assistants g 
being flown to Cape Dorset in February so <\\ 
that the seal investigation could include \.;) 
work on the animals at whelping and breed- 5<1 CAN DA 
ing times, during March and April . He trav­
eled extensively about Foxe Peninsula by 
dog sled and later in the season by boat, col­
lecting material on the biology of the north­
ern species, in particular the ringed and 
square flipper seals. He also took samples, 
through the ice, of the water some miles off 

57 

Churchill, as it was thought important to get information on the winter onditions 
of the waters of Hudson Bay, where hydrographic work previously had be n limlt d 
to the summer season. 

The Calanus sailed from Churchill in mid-July , and visited Chest rfield Inl t, 
Coral Harbour on Southampton Island, and C 8.ts Island. During th summ r' plank­
ton, benthos, and littoral collections were m ade and water samples takr>1l f( r anal -
sis. 

The walrus investigation was carried out by a research assistant who 
ashore in late July with two Eskimo helpers. During their thr e v k- on th 
land, they took walrus specimens and gathered data on body m asuremen 5, f In 

habits, age, and factors concerning reproduction . A new n ethod of t ggin was In­

stituted and, if this year's experiments are satisfactory, will be extend d in h 
future in order to determine the movements of the walrus popula ion . T . n y­
three animals were marked with especially designed stainles t I arts Whl h 
were placed in the upper part of the walrus' backs. 

The Calanus, which has been based in Ungava Bay and Churchlll for th p 
six years, sailed to Montreal at the end of this year's inve. tigatlOn to b dr -
docked for overhaul and for refitting with new equipment for future ork In north rn 
waters. 

Ecuadol 

SHRIMP EXPORT TAX: 

...,' 
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French Morocco 

FISHERIES TRENDS, JANUARY -OCTOBER 1954 : Production: The total catch 
of fish in French Morocco January-Octobe r 1954 a m o unted to 30,000 m etric tons 
less than in the same period of 1953. Only 25,000 ton s of s ardine s were la nded at 
Agadir as compared to 40,000 tons in 19 53; at Saf i, 26, 000 tons i n 1954 a g a inst 
33 , 000 tons in 1953. Specialists claim that fish was of bette r quality in 1954, but 
supplies were insufficient to meet factoryr e quirements , a nd the r e was little h ope 
that the situation would improve by the end of the year, a n Octob e r 28 U . S . c onsular 
report from Rabat states. The same situation prevailed also with t una -- at Agadir 
in 1954 supplies amounted to only 500 metric tons against 2,000 the pre vious ye ar. 
As for madrague (tunny-net) fishing, which is practised both in the nor t h (Por t ­
L yautey) and the south (Agadir), the catch was 400 tons in 1954 as compare d t o 
1,000 tons in 1953. On the other hand, the 1954 trawler catch (for fresh con s ump­
tion) of 5,300 tons was practically equal to the previous year 's 5 ,700 t ons. 

Sardines pursed in fish net off the coast of F rench Morocco 
(near Sa,fi) . 

Unloading sardines at the fish pier in Agadir. 

As livestock numbers' cannot be increas ed in the pr opor tion requested, techni­
cians have thought of using sea products to i m prove th e Moroccan population's diet, 
especially as Morocco's and Mauritania' s c oa s t s p rovide plenty of edible fish of 

French Morocco's Fresh Fish Consumption and E xports, 1948-1954 

19541/ 1953 1952 1951 1950 1949 1948 
. . . . . . .. .. . .... \m Metric Tons} ... . . .... . .... 

Wishing centers 14,000 15 , 06 0 18,766 10, 309 10,304 13,411 8,854 
lWithin Morocco 1,000 4 ,59 6 5,433 3,488 3,110 3,323 3,875 
Total Morrocco 

consumption 15 000 19 656 24 199 13 797 13 414 16 734 12 729 
Exports 3,000 3, 9 24 757 1,335 785 570 662 
rrotalSupplyof 

Fresh Fish 18,000 23,580 24,956 15,132 14,199 17,304 13,391 
111 Estimated. 
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all kinds. Actually, however, most Moroccans, particularly in the country, show 
a certain dislike for fish. Moreover, serious problems of transportation and re­
frigeration have to be solved, and the present prices of fish are prohibitive for 
most native consumers, except in coastal fishing centers. As a consequence, a 
large part of the fish supplies, which should be sold for fresh consumption (and can­
not be used by canning factories) are delivered at very low prices to fish-meal and 
fish-oil industries. 

In 1953, out of a total catch of 128,000 metric tons, 104,178 tons were sold to 
canning and byproducts factories, and only 23,700 tons were consumed fresh (15,055 
tons in fishing centers, 4,600 in the interior of Morocco, and 4,000 tons exported 
to Algeria, France, and Italy). So, consumption of fresh fish per capita and per 
annum has been only 2.5 kilos (5.5 pounds), although it reaches 8 kilos(17.6 pounds) 
in Casablanca and 21 kilos (46.2 pounds) at Safi. Actually, apart from the coastal 
regions, fish consumption is practically unknown in Morocco. 

Fishing Fleet: As of December 1953, the fishing fleet of French Morocco a­
mounted to about 1,800 boats of all kinds, employing 8,700 men (7,500 of which were 
Moroccans). The fleet consisted of 56 trawlers, 281 sardine seiners, 68 sardine 
trawlers, 130 motorized spiny lobster and line-fishing boats, and 1,221 hand- and 
sail-powered spiny lobster and line-fishing boats. However, these figures probably 
changed during 1954 as many boats moved towards southern Morocco in search of 
fish. The catch in 1954 was disappointing . Sardine and tuna for canning, as well 
as other .fish for fresh supply, were scarce on Morocco's coasts. Some experts 
stated that this shortage was due to previous intensive fishing; others say that fish 
have moved to other colder waters. The Institute of Scientific Fishing recommended, 
therefore, the use of detector boats. 

~- --~ 
~\#q~ , '. ' " .,'. / 
'- ./ 

German Federal Republic 

NEW PLASTIC FISH CONTAINER: A new plastic container ("Kiel Table Con­
taine?TIor fishery products has been patented in West Germany, according to 
International Fish and Other Food Journal (vol. II, no . 3, 1954), a Danish publica­
tion. The new container is maaefrom Polyvinylchlorid (PVC) and is the product 
of a year-long development which began with the packing of fish and food speciali­
ties in pliofilm and Polyathylen bags. It was perfected with the PVC container in a 
patented carton for protection against mechanical damage and for stiffening of the 
form of the container. 

These are the fundamental differences between the PVC container in square­
formed half cartons and the tin-plate can: PVC container can be opened readily and 
easily with the attached scratcher, the other end of which may be used as a fork to 
eat the contents of the container. The light weight of the plastic container reduces 
the freight charges; the lower price of the plastic container should result in a larger 
turnover; the customer can see the goods. Further advantages are the noncorrosion 
factor of the PVC container and the avoidance of chemical "swells." 

For the present the new container will be hermetically sealed by an electrically­
heated apparatus, which means an air- and water-tight seal, only usable for half­
preserves, i. e. cold, fried, or cooked marinated fish, smoked sliced saithe in edible 
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oil, salted anchovies, herring fillets in oil or brine, gaffelbi~dar, roe or caviar, 
marinated mussels, salads with herring, salmon, shrimp, lobster, vegetables, meat. 
etc. The development of the new container has only begun. In view of the versatility 
of the plastic materials and the speed of the development of the techniques, many 
possibilities exist. 

The German Government has shown great interest in this new table container and 
and recently the German Minister of Food and Commerce together with the Di­
rector for Fisheries in the Agriculture Department have visited the manufacturer 
of the container. 

Jamaica (British West Indies) 

FROZEN SPINY LOBSTER TAIL EXPORT TRADE TO BE DEVELOPED: The 
development of an export trade in frozen spiny lobster tails is the initial step in 
the development of the fisheries of Jamaica, a November 10, 1954, U. S. consular 
dispatch from Kingston points out. The Jamaican Industrial Development Corpora­
tion is actively investigating fisheries development, particularly in the banks lying 
from 30-150 miles offshore--that area which is not now r~ached by the 5,000 local 
fishermen using mostly small pirogues . 

The promotion officer of the Industrial Development Corporation visited the 
United States in late 1954 and reported a keen interest and bright prospects for 
Jamaican spiny lobsters, states a December 31, 1954, U. S. consular dispatch from 
Kingston. The Corporation will soon commence shipping spiny lobsters by air to 
Miami, Florida. A refrigerated trailer unit, which will be used to pick up the spiny 
lobsters from collecting points, had already arrived. 

Japan 

TUNA STOCKS AND EXPORT PRICES: Canned Tuna in Brine: The stocks of 
canned tuna in brine Ciilliand in Japan early in Noveml.J'e'r""lmi4 amounted to about 
700,000-800,000 cases, according to correspondence from the U. S. Embassy at 
Tokyo. The average export price for the No.2 (7-oz.) can was US$11.01 for white 
meat and US$8.26 for light meat, per 48-can case, f.o.b. 

Frozen Tuna: The stocks of frozen tuna on hand in Japan in early November 
1954 were not available, but stocks of albacore tuna were estimated at about 1 500 
metric tons at that time. Export prices were: albacore US$300 per ton f .o.b.: 
yellowfin US$255 per ton f .o.b. The check (floor) price for albacore tuna was 
lowered from US$350 to US$300 per ton on November 8, 1954 . 

• * * * * 
FISHING INDUSTRY STATUS: Both in the number of fishing vessels and in the 

tot~l annu~l catch, the ~apanese fishing industry currently is above the prewar level. 
ThIS surglllg re~overy IS r.emarkable, but it is also absolutely necessary as Japan 
depe~ds .so heaVlly on manne products as an important food source and export item. 
FIshmg.Is one of ~apanls basic industries. On its development greatly depends the 

conomlC prospenty and health of the Japanese nation. states the November 24 bul­
letm of the Japanese Consulate -General in Los Angeles. 

ational life in Japan has been closely linked from ancient times with the abun­
dance of types and quantities of the marine life to be found not only inher surrounding 
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waters but also in the two sea currents- -Kuroshio (warm current) runing to the 
north from the Southern Pacific and Oyashio (cold current) running to the south from 
the Northern Pacific. 

Fishing in Japan was placed on an industrial scale since the beginning of the 
20th Century with the development of modern scientific techniques. The last war, 
however, dealt the industry staggering blows. Japan lost 45 percent of her territo­
rial area, thus cutting down the food-producing area to the four main Japanese is­
lands, which have always been intrinsically poor in dairy products and other protein­
containing foodstuff. Now more than ever before, it has become dependent on pro­
tein from marine products. But the fishing industry itself suffered the loss of a 
large number of fishing craft, with the resultant sharp decrease in the total catch. 
And many Japanese are directly dependent on fishing for their livelihood. 

Fishing Fleet : Fishing vessels in Japan in 1953 numbered 440,000 with a total 
tonnage of 1,210,000 gross tons. This far surpasses the prewar maximum of 360,000 
vessels. Of these 440,000 vessels, however, approximately 70 percent (300,000 ves­
sels) are non-motorized, while 85 percent of the remaining powered vessels (110,000 
vessels) are small craft of less than five tons. 

The Japanese fishing fleet after the war has markedly raised its productive 
level with the adoption of modern scientific techniques. Large fishing vessels equip­
ped with electronic locators and .radars are in operation, and L -:h nets made of 
synthetic fibers are in use. 

However, many small-scale groups are still operating in the narrow fishing 
grounds in the coastal areas. Their technical level remains low, and the annual 
output per group is worth only US$570 or less. Also, economic factors operating 
in the distribution system are not altogether advantageous tothose directly engaged 
in fishing. 

Catch: Japan's prewar catch averaged 3,700,000 tons and topped the world 
list. This, according to the data of the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organ­
ization, corresp'onded roughly to 20 percent of the total world catch. It dropped to 
only 1,610,000 tons in 1945, the year of Japan's surrender, but in 1953 it reached 
4,250,000 tons, well above the prewar level. This attests to the strenuous national 
reconstruction efforts in this field during the eight years since the surrender. 

Consumption and Exports : The majority of the Japanese fishery products goes 
into the daily diet rothe Japanese people. Some 90 percent of domestic consumption 
goes for food; the remainder being used for fertilizers and fish oil. The greater 
use of marine products for food than before the war is one feature of the postwar 
years. This can be attributed to the improved consumption level among the general 
population, which keeps in line with the national reconstruction. and more particu­
larly to the increased demand for marine products as food among the farming popu­
lation. 

However, in the case of sardines, salmon, crab meat, and tuna, a considerable 
portion of these species are exported abroad as frozen or canned goods. In 1953 
this export totaled 151,000 tons, valued a:t U8$80,OOO,000. 

Fishery Enterprises : According to me 1954 statistics, the number of fishery 
enterprises in Japan totals 250,000. Of this number, 93 percent (230,000) are in­
dividual proprietorships, 91 percent (210,000) of which are small-scale businesses 
with not more than five employees each. They operate with nonpowered craft or 
powered vessels of not more than three tons.-

A salient characteristic of these small fishery groups is that only 14 percent 
of them are full-time fishery groups, and most of the remainder are concurrently 
engaged in small-scale farming or other part -time labor. 
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A limited number of private enterprises (individual proprietorships) together 
with 960 (0.4 percent of the total) corporate bodies are carrying on large-scale 
coastal, offshore, and high-sea fishing. An estimated 330,000 men are in their em­
ploy, 25 percent of whom belong to the households engaged in I?ar t.-time minor -scale 
fishery mentioned previously. The number of people engaged m flshery management 
or in fishing for livelihood and the members of their families totals 2,900,000. 

Government Aid: In view of this situation, the Japanese Government is rushing 
measures to stabilize the management in the fishing industry. In light of the fact 
that the Japanese people, compared with those of the Western countries, have a diet 
which is insufficient in protein, fishery production must be stabilized to improve 
the diet and the health of the nation. 

***** 
SARDINE AND HERRING FISHERIES, 1954: Catch and Oil Production, January­

June: Prospects for Japanese sardine and herring oil production are very poot' as 
tneeatch has decreased every year for the past five years, according to recent 
correspondence from the U. S. Embassy at Tokyo. The total production of sardines 

for the first six months of 
1954 amounted to 278-mil­
lion pounds, 20 percent less 
than in the same period in 
1953; while the herring 
catch of 287 million pounds 
was down 50 percent (see 
table) . 

Japanese Sardine and Herring Catch and Oil Production ' 
Jan.-June 1954 with Comparisons 

Item 
1::104 I ~ 

~an.-June Jan.-June Jan.-Dec. . . . . . . . . .... (Lbs) .•.• . . . . . . . . . 
Sardine catch 277,789,300 345,851,400 616 686 920 
Sardine oil 

production )./ 1/ 3 627 222 
Herring catch 286,886,300 585,350,600 746,787 773 
Herring oil 

production 1/ .lJ 2,958,179 
. .!I Not available. 

This light herring 
catch was due to the poor 
migration of Hokkaido spring 
herring from March to May 
1954, which recorded the 
worst catch since 1944. The 

decrease in sardine production was due to the poor catch on the fishing grounds a­
round the Goto District (southern Japan), the principal Japanese sardine production 
area. 

Canned Sardine Pack,Janua~-October: Total Japanese production of canned 
sardines during the [g'54'season up to October 30 amounted to 341,399 cases, about 
one-half the pack for the same period in 1953. 

Canned Sardine Export Stocks and Prices, October 1954: The unsold stocks of 
canned .saraines on hand in Japan aSOl' October 30, 1954, totaled 80,102 cases. Ex­
port pnce for the Oval #1(15-oz.) can on the same date was US$7.40 per 48-can 
case, f.o.b. 

***** 
WHALING FLEETS LEAVE FOR ANTARCTIC: Japan for the first time has 

three Whaling fleets in the Antarctic, according to the December 13, 1954, Foreign 
Cr,ops and Markets, aU. S. Department of Agriculture publication. The factory­
sh:p Tonan Maru sailed for the Antarctic on November 3, 1954, the Nisshin Maru 
salled on November 5, and the newly-converted Kinjo Maru was scheduled to---aej)art 
on November 20. 

It i~ reported .that the J~pa?ese Government has filed a formal protest with the 
Internahona~ Whalm~ CommlsslOn against the new ruling prohibiting the taking of 
blue whales In certam areas of the North Pacific Ocean for a period of five years. 
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However, since the Japanese Government is interested in the preservation of 
whale resources, it reportedly will control the future catch of northern Pacific 
whales on an independent and reasonable basis. 

JI"PAN(S( OOVUNM(Nf 

Republic of Korea 

FIRST UNKRA-FINANCED FISHING VESSEL LAUNCHED : The first Korean 
fishing vessel built with money loaned by the United Nations Korean Reconstruction 
Agency (UNKRA) has been launched at Kunsan, UNKRA officials announced Novem­
ber 12. The vessel is one of 14 improved Eastern-type boats for which UNKRA 
loans have been approved. Money has also been advanced for another 9 which are 
designed after European power- and sail-type boats. 

The vessel is a 13-ton long-line 28-footer, powered with a 25-horsepower en­
gine. The owner was advanced 1,118,000 hwan (about US$4,000) from a 50-million­
hwan revolving loan fund established by UNKRA in February 1954. The money en­
abled him to buy 7,200 board feet of imported lumber from the UNKRA stockpile, 
and a locally-produced power unit. 

The loan fund, part of UNKRA's US$3.5 million program of aid to the vital fIsh­
eries industry, is administered by the Special Fisheries Control Committee estab­
lished by UNKRA and the ROK Government. Money is also available to help small 
fishermen improve their equipment through the purchase of nets, ropes, and other 
fishing gear. 

Other UNKRA aid to the fishing industry, second in importance only to agri­
culture in the Korean economy, includes: the rehabilitation of important wholesale 
fish markets at Inchon and Seoul; the construction of new boats; aid in the rehabilita­
tion of ice-making plants and canneries; the purchase of deep-sea trawlers to help 
Korean fishermen extend their sphere of operations; and the procurement of fish 
nets, sail cloth, net and wood preservatives, fish hooks, diving apparatus, and other 
needed items. 

A =~ 

Mexico 

MERIDA SHRIMP EXPORTS TO U. S .• JULY-SEPTEMBER 1954: Frozenshrimp 
exported from the Merida Districtof 1V1:exicOtIi"rough the ports oITUldad del Carmen 
and Campeche totaled approximately 1,520 metric tons in the July-September 1954 peri­
od. This is an increase of 42 percent as compared with 1.071 tons exported during 
the second quarter (1954), a November 3 U. S. consular dispatch from M~rida points 
out. In the first quarter of 1954 a total of 1.086 tons were exported. All frozen 
shrimp sold abroad is shipped to the United States. 

The average Carmen-Campeche prices for 15-20 count shrimp for the second 
and third quarter s 1954, and f or ........ .....-.......,...--... __ ~~--.---..,.....,..~-~--,..,...,."""'"""---...-~~,.---, 
the corresponding periods for 
the three previous years were 
as shown in table. 

Prices in the third quarter 
of 1954 were slightly better 
than in 1951 and about the same 
as in 1952. but considerablybe­
low the abnormal prices reported in 1953. 

* * * * * 

38 
42 
35 
41 
42 
36 

33 
34 
37 
40 
38 
35 



64 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 17, No.2 

GOVERNMENT TO BUILD REFRIGERATION PLANT: A refrigeration plant 
to hold 150 metr ic toUs of frozen fish will be built by the Mexican Government in 
Progres o, a November 3 U. S. consular dispatch from Merida states. The plant 
will b e ca pa b le of making 10 metric tons of ice daily, and will cost 600,000 pesos 
(US$48,OOO). It was e xpected work on the building would commence before the end 
of 1954 and the plant would be in operation by mid-1955. 

Norway 

FISHING FLEE T , 1954 : The total r egistered Norwegian fishing vessels as of 
March 1, 1954, amountecrTo 35,193 craft, according to information contained in a 
new edition of Register of Norwegian Fishing Craft issued by the Norwegian Di­
rector of Fisheries. Of these, 266 are decked steel vessels, 12,127 decked vessels 
built of wood, 22,455 open motorboats, a nd 345 are boats without motor. 

Compared with the corresponding figures as of July 1, 1953, this represents 
an increase of 19 as regards decked ve ssels built of s t eel and an increase of 67 with re­
gard to decked wooden ves se ls. The number of open powered boats has been reduced by 
196 while the reduction of open boats without motor amounts to 79. The total reduction 
in the number of registered fishing craft during thi s period amounts to 189 vessels. 

Of the 12,060 decke d wooden ve ssels r egistered i n 1953, 2,974 were less than 
30 feet, 6.889 were from 30-49 feet, 1,72 3 fr om 50-69 feet, 307 from 70-89 feet, 
153 from 90-119 feet, a nd 14 of 120 f e e t or more. Their total gross tonnage a­
mounted to 223,06 7 tons . 

About 80 percent of all open boats in 1953 were less than 25 feet and no boat 
exceeded 50 feet. They had a total tonnage of 69,115 gross tons while the 247 deck­
ed steel vessels had a tonnage of 4 7.595 t ons. The gross tonnage of all open as well 
as decked fishing craft in 195 3 was 339, 777 tons. 

The county of Nordland has t he lar gest number of fishing boats. More than 
twice as many fishing boats belong t o this county as to More and Romsdal which 
comes next. This is mostly due to the large fleet of open fishing boats in Nordland 
but this county has also by far the largest number of decked vessels. The more sea­
going vessels. however, be long to More and Romsdal. This is indicated by the fact 
that More and Romsdal has near ly half of all fishing vessels built of steel. 

For each vessel the r e gi ster gives information on ownership, the vessel's di­
mensions. building m a t e r ial, year of building, and year of rebuilding. Further, it 
is stated whether the ve ssel is equipped with radiotelephone or echo sounder. For 
all vessels with mecha nized propulsion, data on the engine are given as to type, year 
of manufacture, and horsepower . 

Registration is required of all decked fishing vessels and is also compulsory 
for all open fishing boa t s using mechanized propulsion. Other open boats of which 
registration is required are those taking part in a fishery for wbich special super­
vision is established. Thus, nearly all fishing boats of any importance are subject 
to registration. Access or y boats. however, are not included in the register. 

. While pre~o~s editions included vessels intended for the conveyance of fresh 
f1Sh from the f1sh1ng grounds, these vessels are no longer subject to registration 
and have been om itted . 

* * * * * 
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SOME 1954/55 ANTARCTIC WHALE OIL SOLD: Norwegian whaling operators 
had so far sold 88,000 long tons of theIr l1r54/5"5'"""'A'"ntarctic whale oil production, at 
a price of Kr. 1,500 (US$ 210) per long ton, according to a December 2 bulletin from 
the Norwegian Information Service. This price is said to be the minimum accept­
able to the whaling companies; it is somewhat lower than prices quoted recently 
for small quantities for immediate delivery. 

The total Norwegian production of whale oil during the 1954/55 season is ex­
pected to be 150,000 long tons; thus 60 percent of the expected production has al­
ready been sold. For the 1953/54 catch, an average price of -k68 (US$190) per ton 
was obtained. 

Panama 

SHRIMP EXPORTS, NOVEMBER 1954: Panamanian shrimp exports during 
November 1954 totaled 117 short tons as compared with 267 tons in November 1953, 
according to aU. S. Embassy dispatch (December 21, 1954) from Panama . •. , .. 

. .. -
Republic of the Philippines 

NEW FISH CANNERY: Negotiations for the establishment of a $1 million fish 
cannery in~Philippines were expected to be concluded late in December 1954 
according to the December 14, 1954 New York Journal of Commerce. The newly­
formed company is composed of Japanese, Philippine, and United States business­
men. The company would operate its own deep-sea fishing fleet. Construction of 
the cannery was expected to begin early in 1955. 

Portugal 

FISH CANNING TRENDS. JULY-SEPTEMBER 1954: The Portuguese fish can­
nerseii}Oyed in October 1954 a more comfortable position than at any time during 

the past years, especially in the north. The mar­
kets for sardines in Western Germany and the 

~ 

Launching of one of the new 45-merer trawlers 
constructed in Portugal for long-range fish­
ing off the west coast of Africa. 

United Kingdom were relatively strong and the 
sardine catch was expected to be good the remain­
der of the year, although fresh fish prices were 
still high. Unfortunately, the anchovy and tuna 
catches were well below normal, largely nullify­
ing the good sardine season for the southern can­
ners, an October 27,1954, U. S. Embassy dispatch 
from Lisbon reports. 

Up to the end of August 1954 the scarcity 
of sardines in Northern Portugal continued. In 
September, however, catches improved some­
what and the canning industry was kept moderate­
ly active. Factories were reported to be finding 
a ready market for their output and production 

was being fully exported, principally to the United Kingdom, Belguim, Germany , 
Italy, and Syria. Prices were reported to be showing a rising trend . On the other 
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hand, fresh fish prices rose 67 percent since the first part of 1954. It was doubted 
if the improved export picture compensated for the rise in the price of raw material. 

AZORES FISHING AND WHALING: According to a leading Azores fish-packing 
company, the fish catch in the 1954 season was very poor, principally for the lack 
of tuna and albacore which normally keep factories at full-time operation. To mit­
igate the situation of fishermen of Ponta Delgada district, local authorities have 
authorized the enforcement of the winter retail price tariff on fish. 

The whaling industry also claims a very low catch in 1954 because unfavorable 
misty weather rendered watches for passing whales impracticable much of the time. 

Spain 

VIGO FISHERIES TRENDS, SEPTEMBER 1954: Landings: Fish catches in the 
Vigo area of Spain during September 1954 increased substantially over the previous 
month and also September 1953, reports aU. S. consular dispatch (October 8)from 
Vigo. 

The increase was the result of large seasonal catches ofjurel--an inexpensive 
fish which must be sold in the local fresh fish markets since there is little industri­
al demand for this variety. Prices--0.85 pesetas per kilo (tU. S . centper pound)-­
obtained for this specimen are reported to have barely covered operating costs. 
Albacore catches continued to be encouraging. Substantial quantities (881 metric 
tons) of albacore were landed at the canneries at 8.52 pesetas per kilo (3.5 U. S. 
cents per pound). 

Fish Canning: Activity in the District's fish-canning industry picked up during 
September 1954. This improvement is clearly shown by the fact that the industry 
purchased during September 6.9 million pounds of fish (mainly albacore and sar­
dines) as against 3.0 million pounds in the previous month and 2.9 million pounds 
in September 1953. 

Packers indicate that the increase in Septem)::>er 1954 is estimated at roughly 
60 percent over that of the previous month, but that in general, operations did not 
reach more than 30 percent of capacity. 

Higher Exchange Rate: The new export exchange rate of US$1.00 equals 33.835 
pesetas applicable to aU canned fish exports which was established in July 1954, to­
gether with the right to retain 20 percent of the sales in foreign currency for the 
purchase of equipment and supplies, has had a certain encouraging effect. But the 
measure is considered insufficient to enable the industry to resume competition 
abroad. Under the circumstances the situation remains uncertain, although better 
than a year ago. 

Sweden 

FOREIGN TRADE IN FISHERY PRODUCTS, 1953/54: Total Swedish exports 
of fishery products in 1953/54 (September-August) amounted to 56 000 metric tons 
while imports in the same period totaled 34,800 tons. ' , 
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Swedish fishery products imports required during 1954/55 are estimated at 
30,000 metric tons and the exportable surplus estimated at 52,000 tons. reports a 
November 12. 1954, U. S. Embassy dispatch from Stockholm. 

Switzerland 

FISH CONSUMPTION. 1953/54: The per-carita consumption of fish in Switzer­
land during 1953/54 (August-July) amounted to 52 pounds per person. according to 
a November 4 U. S. Embassy dispatch from Bern. Total consumption during the 
period amounted to about 11,000 metric tons, and it is estimated that the require"' 
ments for 1954/55 will be the same. 

Thailand 

FISHERIES TRENDS, 1953/54: Next to rice, fish is the most important source 
of food supply in Thailand, states a dispatch (November 15, 1954) from the U. S. 

Tilapia, the fast-growing pond fish, native of Africa, is the most imnortant pond species in"Thailand. Tilapia fry seek 
shelter in their mother's mouth when they are frightened. Here a group of fry are swimming for safety, alarmed by 
the photographer 's flash. 

Embassy at Bangkok. Fish are abundant and taken in large quantities in the ex­
tensive coastal waters of the Gulf of Siam; in the central plain where flooded fields 
yield fish as well as rice; and in all of Thailand's innumerable inland streams and 
ponds. Over 2,000 species of fish and shellfish are utilized for food in one form or 
another. Although only 50,000 workers are listed in Thailand's latest census as 
being full-time fishermen. it is safe to say that at least 5 million people spend a 
part of their time fishing. Many farmers spend more time fishing than they do on 
land. 
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The Thai Government recognizes the impodance of fish in the daily diet of its 
citizens and carries on an extensive program for the improvement of pond fisheries 

Characteristics of Tilapia fisn shown to Thai fisheries rep­
resentatives meeting at Bankhen Experiment Station. Vis­
iting expert Dr .S. W. Ling (holding pipe, center) is br iefing 
provincial fisheries officers and village chiefs on distri­
bution of fingerlings to Thai farmers, one of the steps in 
fish pond culture projects being advised by technical 
assistance experts of the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations (F AO). 

fAa's fish culturist. Dr. S W. Ling, demonstrates to TI..ai 
traUlees at the Freshwater F ish -Culrure TralIlUlg Course 
the use of plastic bap,- -newest method of transpo rt ing 
fingerlmgs for distrtbutton. f Ish and water are put in 
bag which is then filled with oxygen and sealed . 

in order to make fish available to as many people as possible. The Thai Fisheries 
Department is well equipped for the production and distribution of fingerlings of 
various species, and this is one of the most popular forms of public service per­
formed by the Government. 

According to the Thai press 
(Pim Thai, ovember 2, 1954): 
"Since---nr4"9 Thailand has been 
exporting salt fish in big quan­
tities and her best customer has 
been Indonesia, which formerly 
made purchases through Hong 
Kong and Sinapore ." The arti­
cle goes on to explain that Thai­
land I s fish trade with Indonesia 
has fallen off lately because 
Indonesia now lacks foreign 
currency to purchase in as 
large quantities as formerly. 
A report from the Economic 
Section of the Indonesian Lega­
tion in Bangkok states that from 
January-June 1954 Indonesia 
purchased 17,036 metric tons 

Tilapia fingerlings in net, caught for distribution to Thai farmers. of salted fish fr om Thailand, 
valued at an estimated 36,656,714 rupiahs (US$3.2 million). 

The Thai Government has developed a new food product to utilize unsaleable 
fresh-fish surpluses; this' is being advertised under the name of "Tasty Fish Pow­
der." This product is intended for use as a condiment and consists of powdered fish 
mea~ to which salt and chili has been added. One hundred thousand sample packages 
of thlS product were prepared for free distriCLttion at the Constitutional Fair held 
in Bangkok during December 1954. 
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Union of South Africa 

PREVENTATIVE FOUND FOR STRUVITE IN CANNED SPINY LOBSTER: 
The formation of struvite in canned spiny lobster can be prevented by a substance 
(sodium hexmetaphosphate) which is used in boiler water to prevent scaling, the 
Fishing Industry Research Institute found after considerable research. The struvite 
is composed of glass-like magnesium-ammonium-phosphate crystals that are harm­
less enough and easily digested, but they tend to alarm the consumer, reports the 
October 1954 South African Shipping News and Fishing Industry Review. 

By adding a small amount of sodium hexametaphosphate to the can, a soluble 
complex was formed which did not develop into crystals and in no way impaired 
smell or taste. (The same remedy has been found in the United States and the man­
ufacturers patented the use of sodium hexametaphosphate for the prevention of 
struvite .) 

A South African firm, however, concluded an agreement with a Massachusetts 
firm which holds the patent. As the result of the agreement, hexametaphosphate is 
under the brand name of Polyphos and is available to South African spiny lobster 
canners. 

Union of South Africa+South-West Africa 

PILCHARD FISHERY RESEARCH TO BE EXPANDED: 'Developments which 
may vitally affect the pilchard and maasoa'!iKer fisher y of the Cape west coast and 
the pilchard industry of Walvis Bay in South-West Africa, were being planned by the 
Division of Fisheries, according to the October South African Shipping News and 
Fishing Industry Review. In cooperation with the industry, the FisherieS'l:>evelop­
ment Corporation of South Africa, Ltd., and the South-West Administration, the Di­
vision is to build three new research vessels, increase its scientific staff, and build 
new laboratories in Cape Town and on the west coast of South Africa. 

The new fisheries research scheme, which is to accelerate research into the 
vital pilchard and maasbanker resource, was announced in the Fourth Progress 
Report of the pilchard research program. 

In his summary of findings and conclusions, the Union of South Africa Director 
of Fisheries observes that in four years of intensive investigations the research 
vessels have found no area of concentrated pilchard spawning. The coverage was 
too thorough to have missed "any such spawning focus" and so lIthe question arises, 
where do the recruits come from to sustain the large pilchard population found in 
Union waters? II 

The report then suggests the remarkable possibility that the pilchards may 
spawn northwest of Walvis Bay, that the eggs would move with the prevailing cur­
rent, and, when they hatched, the larvae would also move with the current until they 
developed sufficiently to move independently. Investigations in other parts of the 
world have shown that pilchards tend to swim against the general direction of sea 
currents and so it may be possible that the young pilchards reverse their previous 
drift and swim south past Walvis Bay to St. Helena Bay, It has been established 
that the Union and South-West species are identical, that the Walvis pilchards are 
younger than those caught in the Union, and that predatory fish such as snoek, known 
to follow pilchard shoals, have been tagged in the Walvis area and later recovered 
off the west coast of the Union. 

It has thus become vital to find, through practical research, whether South-
West Africa and the Union are exploiting one and the same resource, says the report. 
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It also indicates that the present conservation policies can be interim only and so 
the work of accurately assessing the fish resource must be speeded up. The formu­
lation of an adequate policy of conservation, however, depends directly on what is 
known of the inter-relation of the Union and South-West African pilchard fisheries. 
"This alone is a strong enough reason for integration of the researches of South­
West Africa and the Union." 

Thus the program should be increased, the research work of the Union and 
South-West should be integrated, and priority must be given to the tagging of pil­
chards "aos this is the only practical means of determining the migration of the fish." 

To carry out the new program, a capital sum of -b175,000 (US$487,000) is to be 
obtained from a loan serviced by the Fisheries Development Corporation of South 
Africa, Ltd. The annual payments of interest and capital redemption on this loan 
are to be covered by a compulsory levy on the pilchard and maasbanker fishing in­
dustry. This levy is to be assessed on the tonnage of fish caught and will be met 
both by factories and by fishermen. 

The recurrent expenditure on the augmented program will total about b25,000 
(US$67,000) and will be met from Union and South-West revenue funds on a pro-rata 
basis to be decided. This sum will cover the running expenses of an extra research 
vessel, salaries, wages, and allowances for 10 additional research officers, and ex­
tra scientific apparatus and equipment. 

With the-L175,000 (US$487,000) loan, the Division of Fisheries will replace the 
now obsolete research vessels Schipa and Palinurus. Two new boats WIll be built at a 
cost of -b35,OOO (US$97 ,000) each. They are to be 75 feet long and modeled on the 
United States purse-seiner design. Modified to meet the requirements of a research 
vessel, the two new boats will carry out the inshore research work. 

The third boat will be 100 feet long of the same design and will cost about 
I:.85,OOO (US$237,OOO). This vessel will do the offshore research work and so re­
lease the Africana II for basic oceanographic work. 

The remaining ~20,000 (US$56,OOO) of the loan will be spent on additional lab­
oratory accommodations at the Division's headquarters at Sea Point and on a prop­
erly-equipped laboratory at the present Stompneus neld station. 

8 
" .";.-=--=-. 
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U.S.S.R. 

URGENT PROBLEMS OF THE FISHING INDUSTRY: The Soviet Government 
planned and is accomplishing inI954 a program of sharp increase in the production 
of food products and the improvement of quality. Great and responsible tasks have 
been placed before the fishing industry with regard to this decided increase in the 
production of food products, according to the Moscow press (Pravda, March 30, 1954). 

During recent years the fishing industry received a great number of fishing, 
transport, and receiving fleets which were equipped with modern machinery. The 
number of fish-processing enterprises, canneries, and refrigeration plants was 
increased. Port facilities were expanded, considerably increasing labor mechaniza­
tion in unloading and fish processing. 

The creation of a large sea- and ocean-fishing fleet permitted the mastery of 
new fishing regions. For example, in 1947, 900 metric tons of herring were caught 
by Soviet fishermen in the North Atlantic, and in 1953 more than 100,000 metric 
tons were caught. The herring catch in the Sea of Okhotsk also increased during 
this period. 
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However, as of March 29, 1954, the rate of increase in the fish catch was far 
from satisfactory. The U. S. S. R . fishery industry has not fulfilled its state plans 
for a number of years. 

What are the reasons for this lag in the fish industry? First of all, the opera ­
tion of the fishing fleet was inefficiently directed. Up to March 29, 1954, the idle 
time of boats being repaired, unloaded, or refueled had been unreasonably great. 
Boat wrecks were allowed and the schedule for operation at sea established for the 
boats was not followed. By March 1954 the necessary working and state discipline 
had still not been applied in the fishing fleet. There was a continual cadre turnover . 

In March 1954 the Murmansk Trawler Fleet, the fishing fleet of Glavrybsakh­
prom (Main Administration of Fish Industry in Sakhalinskaya Oblast), and the Kry­
mskaya Oblast Trust were operating unsatisfactorily. 

Fishing kolkhozes play an important part in the U. S . S. R. fish catch. In 
March 1954 almost all of them were serviced by Motorized Fishing Stations. How­
ever, the main administrations of the fishing industr y were not devoting the neces­
sary attention to the stations . Many stations were not fulfilling fishing plans and 
were not becoming true organizers of kolkhoz fishing. At that time there were not 
enough persons with higher and secondary specialized educations among leaders , 
and engineering and technical workers of stat ions. 

During recent years workers of the fishing industry eased up in their efforts 
to increase the catch of the more valuable fish, such as river salmon in the Baren­
tsovo Sea, winter dorse in the White Sea, eels in the Baltic Sea, chinook in Kamchat­
ka waters, etc. While absorbed in catching sprat and anchovies, fishermen of the 
Caspian and Azov-Black Sea basins relaxed in their efforts to catch large net fish-­
Kerchenskiy herring, rybets, and shemaya. 

In March 1954 work was being conducted inefficiently even for production of 
high-quality products of the most valuable types of fish. For example, the Kol'skiy 
Trust was processing river salmon, chiefly in the highly salted form . In 1953 fish­
ing organizations of the Caspian Basin proces s ed 22.5 percent of its total pike -perch 
catch in the highly salted form . Too often, industry enterprises were salting fish 
and forgetting all about other methods of processing fish. In 1953 the fishing in­
dustry completely fulfilled the fish -salting production plan . At the same time the 
industry fell short of plan quotas for canned fish by 12 percent, smoked fish by 16 
percent , and frozen fish by 32 percent. 

The successful solution to problems of the fish industry greatly depends on the 
timely fulfillment of a large volume of capital construction. In March 1954 the 
situation was bad regarding the construction of new enterprises and putting them 
into operation. Construction was particularly lagging in refrigeration plants and 
salting facilities in the Far East, in plants for artificial breeding of commercial 
fish in the Caspian and Azov-Don basins, and in living quarters in Murmanskaya 
Oblast, Kakhalin, and Kamchatka . 

The most important task for improving the operation of the fishing fleet in 1954 
is to eliminate the idle time of fishing boats. It is necessary to obtain a larger fish 
catch from each vessel by utilizing the methods of outstanding crews. It is very 
important to master new fishing regions and to improve fishing explorations. To do 
this it will be necessary to increase the number of research boats and to equip them 
with the latest navigational techniques, hydroaccoustical devices, and radio com­
munication facilities. 

The Soviet fishing industry has rich reserves available. To bring these reserves 
into use it is necessary first of all to raise the productivity of lagging fishing boats 
to the level of outstanding ones. The need for improvement along this line can be 



72 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 17. No.2 

seen in the following data. In 1953 the trawler Kirov of the Murmansk Trawler Fleet 
caught 4.700 metric tons of fish. At the same time the trawler Anadyr', operating 
under the same conditions and having equal capacity and fishing gear, caught only 
3,300 metric tons. During the year Trawler No. 189 (average-size trawler) caught 
1,000 metric tons, of herring, while a similar trawler, No. 838, caught only 560 
metric tons. The Astrakhanets, a seiner in the Caspian Sea, caught 530 metric tons 
of fish, while its sistership, No. 810,caught only 210 metric tons. 

The fish catch must also be increased by perfecting fishing equipment, partic­
ularly the trawl; by increasing storm-resistance of stationary sea nets; and by 
completely mechanizing river net fishing, particularly in the Volga, Don, Ural, and 
the rivers of Siberia and the Far East. At the same time work of the fish-receiving 
fleet must be improved and unloading piers must be mechanized. 

In March 1954 intensified preparation for the spring fishing season was under 
way in all fishing basins. For many basins, this season is of decisive importance 
and actually determines the fulfillment of the yearly fishing plan. But, in March 
many fishing organizations were lagging in their preparations for the season. 

In March 1954 the following organizations were slowly reconditioning the fleet, 
refrigeration plants, and canneries : Glavkasprybprom (Main Administration of Fish 
Industry in the Caspian Basin); Glavprimorrybprom (Main Administration of Fish 
Industry in Primorskiy Kray); and the Ministry of Food Products Industry Latvian 
SSR. Many main administrations and trusts were obtaining ice inefficiently, and 
conducting operations for building and repair of fishing equipment in an inefficient 
manner. 

An urgent task, to catch 26 percent more fish than in 1953, confronts the fish­
ing industry and fishing kolkhoz workers in the form of the 1954 plan. 

Production of fishery products of improved assortment must increase consid­
erably. In 1954 production of refrigerated fish is to increase 54.1 percent, frozen 
fish by 68.5 percent, frozen fillets by 64.2 percent, salted herring by 48.6 percent, 
cured and dried fish by 55.2 percent, smoked fish by 44.4 percent, and cured fillets 
by 59.1 percent. 

The success of the struggle for an all-around increase in the fish catch greatly 
depends on how problems concerning further technical equipping of the fishing in­
dustry will be decided in the central apparatus of the Ministry of Food Products 
Industry USSR and how aid will be given to production organizations. In March there 
were many shortcomings in this respect. Up to this time ministry administrations 
directed the fishing industry operation by bureaucratic methods, not deciding prob­
lems of its development for months. For example, the Main Administration of Food 
Industry Supply, the Fleet Administration, the Working Cadres, Labor and Wages 
Administration, and the Technical Administration violated established time periods 
for fulfilling a number of important assignments connected with further development 
of the fishing industry. 

By March 1954 the political administration of the fishing industry fleet had 
been set up in the Ministry of Food Products Industry USSR. This unit was called 
on to organize mass political work among crew members of the fishing and trans­
port fleet directed toward strengthening the state and labor discipline, utilization 
of experience of foremost crews, and elimination of work stoppages and boat wrecks. 

The fish industry nee<;ls aid from a number of ministries and departments. The 
Mi~ist::y of Ferrous Metallurgy USSR must assure timely shipment of wire hawser, 
WhICh IS extremely important in the operation of trawlers. Irregularity of wire 
ha.w~er shipments leads to work stoppages of large fishing boats. Moreover, the 
1I1mstry of Ferrous Metallurgy must improve the quality of tin which it supplies to 
the can.n~ries, and. must set up production of rolled prime tin plate. The Ministry 
of MarItIme and RIver Fleet USSR is to allot the necessary number of boats for 
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servicing herring fishing facilities in th orth Atlantic, and improv 
fer for the fishing industry and export of fish from enterpri s of th 
Freight transfer for the spring fishing season and th mooth shipm 
products, particularly from such points as Murmansk, Astr khan, K 
others, greatly depends on the Ministry of Railways. 

In March 1954 the Ministry of Construction was unsatisfac orily con u 
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work for the fishing industry. A number of important construction PI' J ct \ r 
dragged out over a long period of time through the fault of th > Mini try. p 0 hi 
time the Ministry of Timer and Paper Industr y USSR was inad quat ly upplylO 
lumber, and by March lumber shipments were particularly poor. Th 
Consumer Goods Industry USSR was not supplying th demand of 5 in 
factories for capron fiber used in the manufactur of fishing equlpm n 

It is necessary to improve the organization of fishing kolkhoz lahor nd 0 

stiffen the discipline in fishing kolkhozes. Local party and Sovi t orgamzah n 
must aid the fishing industry on this matter. The fishing section of TSl n r 
(Central Council of Consumer Cooperativ s) must improv> trade nd publl c r­
ing in fishery regions, and particularly in fishing sectors and on distant xp dltl n 

In March 1954 the fishing industry was taking every m asure to fulflll th 
signments placed on it by the party and the Government to incr as til fish c t h. 
expand production, and improve the quality of fishery products 

United Kingdom 

COLD-STORAGE INDUSTRY DECONTROLLED: The co1d-storag 
the United Kingdom, which has been under Government ('ontrol sine 
was returned to private hands on December 24, 1954. t th t tIm stor 
ities acquired during and since World War II weretobeop rat dJOlOtl byam n 
ment company of Government and industry representativ s. D tail of h pro r 
have been discussed between the industry and the Ministry of Food. 

During the war 47 facilities having 15 million ubi fee of frozen 
built by the Government. In addition all private facilitie rg r than 5,000 
f et were licensed; the Ministry controlled the us of the plants and s t 
rates. Now that derationing of all cold-storage items ha~ be n compI 
little justification for control of the industry b the Governm nt. 

The Government-built plants will be maintalned f r us in ca 
and will be used by the industry as required, ac rdlIlg to the ov 
F reign Crops an<::! Markets, a Department of gn Hur publica 1 n. 

Uruguay 

JURISDICTIO:\ 0 
------~~- -----


