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FISHERY TARIFF CONCESSIONS 
IN 1956 GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS 

By A. M. Sandberg. 

BACKGR UND 

Trade agreement negotiations w re compl t d by 22 (ountnes, lOcludi ng the 
United States, during the onf ren ' which was h ld at Gen 'va, Switzerland, be
ginning on January 18, 1956, under th' auspi 'es of the ontracttng partic:s to th 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trad '. 1 he 22 countri s were: us ralia, Aus-
tria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Cuba, D rune rk, DomLOican R publi , Finland, 
France, Federal Republi of Germany, Haiti, Italy , J pan, Lux mbourg , ther-
lands, Norway, Peru, Swed n, Turk y, the United Kingdom, and the Unit d States. 

This conference was one of a s 'ries of multilateral me tings h ld sinc World 
War II for the purpose of exchanging reclpro al can S lon::; on tariffs. The e coun

tri~s and ther of the 35 
ountries which are parties 

to the G TT had al::;o nego
tlated tariff ructions at 
earher onf rene ::; h ld at 
G neva (1 947), nnecy (1949), 
Torquay (1 950-51 ), and at 
Geneva in 1955, when nego
tiations were held for the ac

e 'sion of Japan 0 the GATT. 

Th United States ob
tain d tariff concessions in 
these negotiations on over

all exports valued at approximately $400 million. United States export trade will 
also benefit from additional concessions granted in the course of negotiations be
tween other pairs of countries; the total value of these indirect benefits is not now 
available. Products on which concessions were obtained by the United States cover 
a wide range of agricultural and lOdustrial products. 

In direct tariff negotiations, concessions were obtained by the U nited States for 
certain fishery export commodities, including certain shrimp, salmon, and oyster 
products. A description of these concessions is contained in table 1. 

In return for the concessions obtained, the United States granted conce ssions 
valued at $677 million in terms of United States imports of all commodities in 1954 
from the country with which the concession was negotiated. Imports of the same 
items from other participating countries amounted to $134 million, thus bringing 
the total of benefits to all participants to $811 million. 

Among the fishery items on which tariff concessions were granted by the Unit
ed States were certain fish and fish-liver oils, shark and whale oil, isinglass, 
pearl essence, certain canned smoked sardines, antipasto, fish cakes, canned her
ring snacks and tidbit s, mild-cured salmon, and certain unboiled caviar. A list
ing and further description of the items is given in table 2. 

United States reductions were generally limited to reductions in duty of about 
15 percent. In many cases, the reduction in duty exceeded the 15-percent limita
tion prescribed by the Trade Agreements Extension Act. The law permits minor * Commodity-Industry Analyst (Fisheries), Economics and Cooperative Marketing Section, Branch of Commercial Fisher-

ies, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 
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additional reductions on items in order to simplify tariff rates. The rules for ap
plying these additional reductions of "roundings" provide that such reductions may 
not exceed one-half of one percent ad valorem or its equivalent if the tariff is in 
such terms as cents per pound. 

Table 1 - Fishery Items on which the United States Obtained Concessions from Other Countries, Geneva, 1956 

Country and Duty Status Imports from the 
Brief Commodity Description U. S., 1954 Tariff Item No. Before Agreement Under Agreement (US$1,000) 

BENELUX 
ex.103 Menhaden oil Free Free 1,710 
120a3A Canned salmon 20"/011 15"/0 215 

CANADA To U. S. B.P.Jj ToU. S. B.P.21 
118c Shrimp in sealed containers 157. ~ 10% 10%- 1,ln 
ex 123(c) Shrimp prepared or 'preserved 22I"/o 15}"/o 10'"/0 10"/0 N.S.S. 
ex 123(c) Oysters, prepared or preserved 22¥1. 15."/. 15"/0 15"/0 18 
124 Oysters shelled in bulk 5¢ gal. 5¢ gal. Free Free 476 
125 Oysters shell,ed tn cans , not 

over 1 pt. 2i¢ can 1i¢ can Free Free 

} 126 Oysters shelled in cans, over 
1 pt., not over 1 qt. 4t¢ can 2t¢..can Free Free 65 

127 Oysters shelled in cans, over 1 qt. 4I¢qt. 2I~ qt. Free Free 
1/147 ex 133 Oysters shelled and frozenN. O. P. 17I"/· 12I· Free Free 

ex 133 Shrimp fresh or frozen 12I"/o 12I"/o 10"/. 10"/. 11642 
ex 133 Shrimp peeled and deveined 17."/. 12."/0 10"/0 10"/0 N.S.S. 
418 Fish meal machinery and parts 10"/0 Free 10"/0 Free 682 
680a Sponges of marine production 12i"/o Free Free Free 33 

JAPAN 
--ex324-1 

031-0341 Shrimp, prawn" and lobsters, 
fresh shelled or frozen 10% 5% 11 

NORWAY Crowns Per Kilo 
141 Canned salmon 0.30 0.25 -
147 Salt salmon 0.30 0.25 3 

UNITED 
KINGDOM ~41 Pref. MFFN41 Pref. 

116 3 GAV Prawn and shrimP, canned 10. - T Free H% I Free 
1/ Duty currently suspended. 
~/ The British preIerential rate applies to imports from all countries of the British Commonwealth. The preferential s oown is the lowest rate under Canada's pref-

erential tariff. 
3/ Trade based on United States export statistics. 
4/ Most favored nation. 
Abbreviations: N.D.P. - not otherwise provided. N.S.s. - not specifically specified in foreign trade s tatistics. --

Other countries' concessions, on the other hand, were in many cases deeper 
than the 15 percent permitted under the United States negotiating authority. For 
example, almost 80 percent of Germany's concessions consisted of tariff reductions 
of 25 percent or more. Half of Canada's concessions to us were reductions of more 
than 21 percent, and on a few items there was even complete elimination of duties. 
On $13 million of United States trade, preferences were eliminated by Canada. 

United States reductions will be put into effect in three annual stages in accord
ance with the provisions of the Trade Agreements Extension Act of 1955. The first 
ofthese stages was to enter into force on and after June 30, 1956; the next two stages 
are scheduled to become effective in each of the next two years, respectively. With 
few exceptions, other countries will put in effect all of their concessions at one 
time. 

Public notice of intention to negotiate this agreement was given on September 
21 and December 9, 1955. At the same time there were published lists of items on 
which concessions in United States tariffs would be considered. Interested parties 
were given opportunity to submit written briefs containing their views on conces
sions to be obtained and granted, and public hearings were held beginning October 
31, 1955, and January 17, 1956, to obtain views from interested parties. TheCom
mittee for Reciprocity Information which conducted the hearings was made up of 
persons also members of the Interdepartmental Committee on Trade Agreements, 
Which is the body formulating recommendations to the President on trade agree
ment matters. The information furnished in the written briefs and during the public 
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Tabh.' 2 - Fi8h~.r.Y.)tcrn8 on wh\ch thl' UnltL'd Stall'. Ornot. d T raft (onr-t!.aton8 GI''l!!..V''~ 
I==='f""--=-=-;-~=o.;.--.=..... --,,-all ullb!!L N. allatln 

Brwf Commodity De8crtphon January 1, I-:-:"""-..,,,.I·m va 1956 A..JQ"I'f'rn, nt C" g artif Stat. ClasB. TOlar tr. S'. 
fmll'.Iflll, 10S4 

{tl I" (jOO ._ 
Par. (1956) 

34 
2220.250 

2220.260 

2220.270 

2220.300 

1669 
2210.920 

2210,980 

!A~vanc:ed In v-Bluc: ---.-
1955 let.St.\.il'- ~nd.s.tnK!:- _ ,.:J.!.dJil!l~_ ~ry_ 

Shark-ltver oli. Including 5,. plu. I~ 
dogfish -liver aU p"r lb. 

IRC tIU 

Shnrk oU lndudingdoat1sho11 

4 ,. plu. 
0, 95~ p"r Ib 
iRe tjlX 

FiSh oils, n. e. 8. (except cod 
aU and herring oU and not in
dud!nll whale ou) 

5~p~~lt~,~"r 4/~t~u~ Ib 

Fish-liver oUs, n. e. 8. (ex
cept cod • liver oU) 

Not advanced to value: 
Shark oU and shark-liver Frc~ plue 
oli, Inc Iud lOll dOllflah and I~ per lb. 
dogflsh-hver at! m.e lax 

Fish OIls. n. e. s. (except cod Free plus 
oil and herring oLl and not lj~ per lb. 

IRC lax 

Free plul 
O. 95~ PH 
Ib IRe tnx 

"r. t: plU8 
I. 4~ P r 

411'0 plu. 4" plue J •• p .. n MO 
O. 9~ r rib. O. 85~ plr lb. 
IRe tax IRC tlU 

-rr,,-------t--~,,~-----t-----714~--~ 

4.~,plu. 
I ~~ per Ill, 
IRe t .... 

109

rf·C' plul 
o 9~ p"r 
Ib.IRC~. 

Pre plul 
I. 3~ P rib 

4,. 1'1 ... 
I. 25~ per 10 
IIV' tu 

Iflr t:' plul 
O. 85~ per 
lb. me tax 

Pr plue 
I. 25~ per Ib 

1.629 

41 0941. 700 

lb. me tn:. IRC tax IRC tox 

231,. 221,. 21,. 

includlOg whale 01.1) IRe tax 
~----+----------4--Is~,~n~g~a~8~8~~==~~--------~2~5="~ c'~---+~~--~~--~~~==~---+~~~-----+~U~m~l-ed~---+------------~ 

KI"idom 29 

52 0803.000 Sperm aU. crude Il~ pcr i"1. I.ISCpergal, 1.leper gal. IC per gal. Nor".y 804 
0803.500 Whale oil, n .•. p, f. 3~ per ,,01. 2.8~ per gal, 2.7~pergal. 2~~ pu «al. Canada 82 

0808.710 

plu. Il~ plu. 1.4~per pluel.3~per plue I .~ p r 
_ mc tax _ ..K!.1. IRC.ax gal. IRe t:ut=-t-..!!_a1 __ ._I_~ ___ ~--:r_----t_------___j 

Shark oil, lndudmg oll pro- S,. plue I~ 4,,. plu. O,95~ 4Ho plueO 9~ 4,.plu.0.85~ Japan 
ducedfromdogfoah, n •• p.l. pcr lb. per Ib p r lb. per lb 

1-____ +_-----------l------------------------+_-lRt' tax IRC lax IRC tux IR • IIU 
66 8420.270 

717(a) 0055.500 
1-~~+_~~~~---l-~P~c~a~r~l~e~8~8e~n~c~e~------------+_1~2~Ho~------~1~1~!,.~_ II,. _ __~ 

Swordftsh, whole o. be- I!C per lb. 8crund al li~ per Ib 

341 

Peru liitl 

717(b) 0060 320 

headed or eVl.Dcecated 

Swordfi8h, filleted,8klnned. It~ pet lb. Bound at li~ per Ib.-
-r -

Peru 

717(c) 0062.250 
~----+_---------+--~bo~n~ed~0~r~d~lv~l~d=e~d~ln~t=0~p'O=rt~lo=n=8-f" ---r---. I --~----------;---------_t------------_; 

Shark ilns, drIed and unsalted ~ C per Ib O.S9~ per Ib 0 56~ per Ib 10.5'e per Ib J pan U 
Product 01 Cuba Ie per lb. Bound at l~ per Ib ..c::uba 4 

718(a) 0063.390 
(part) 

0063,340 

0066.300 

0066,700 
(part) 

Sardmes. smoked, in all or 
in oil and other 8ubstan-,;clI, 
neither skinn~d nor boned, l~" 
valued over 309 per lb 1 n-
eluding weight of tmmediate 
container (canned) 

Sardmcs, smoked, 1n oU and-I---------+-'-- - - -
in oil and other substances, 
neither skinned nor boned, 151-
valued over 18~ but not over 
23~ per lb., tnc1udlngwelg~t 
of immedIate container I 
(canned) 

Antipasto. in oil or 1n oil and ! 
other substances, valued 
over 9~ per Lb. includlng 
weight of unmedlate cantaln
er (canned) 

"Other fish" in aU or In aLl 
and other substances. valued 3~ 
over 99 per pound including 
weight of 1mmediate container 

14" 

14,. 

13Ho 112." orway 

I 1 
131,. 12Ho I • 'or.ay 

Holy 

27,. 2S~ Denmark 

Nole; Includes such proOucu .., e&nned ~ u..lmon. c:&mMd unoked .tr'GrlllOD ~ IJlIrlU rLlld oIl1Udatffl Ind 
packed Ln oU or Ln oU and other s\bstal)()t.S (does 00l1ncl1lde Pf"CPoIred rub sucks), • , IUDt..r'ua ot1all.&l SP«.I..IJl'IG ......, 

718(b) 0067,300 

0067,720 

0067.800 

719 0068.000 

72l(d) 0079.200 

775 1250.250 

1538 0990.290 

Fish cakes, balls. and pud
dings not in oil or in oil and 
other substances, in airtight 
containers weighing with con
tents not over 15 pounds each 

Other herri~~: (includes 
Bnacks~ tidbits. rolimops, 
sprats) not in oil or in oil 
and other substances in air
tight containers weighing 
with contents not over 15 
pounds each (canned) 

Bonito in brine in airtight 
containers weighing with 
contents not over 15 
pounds each (canned) 

Pickled or salted salmon 

Caviar (except sturgeon 
roe) not boiled and not 
pasked in airtight 
containers, n. s, p. f. 

Pastes. balls, puddings. 
hash and similar mix
tures of vegetables; 
meats or fish, n. s. p. f. 

Sheils and mother-of-pearl 
engraved. cut, ornamented 
or manufactured 

12~ Bound at 12t'1o 

5~ per lb. 4t~ per lb. 

25", 

1/ lm~~ from Peru only. the coooes.sion is • rebindJng or rates already bound in the Genual A~t. 
AbbrevLluons: IRe tax - Internal Revenue Can Tax, n..e.s. - not elsewhere specifIed. n.s.pi. - oct specifically provided for. est.. • estimate. 

orway 

Norway 

Peru 

8l1o Canada 

Japan 
4Cper lb. and 

Car,ada 

Italy 

15% Japan 

3,400 
(eot, ) 

116 

170 

ISO 
(est.) 

178 

1.971 

5-47 

68 

67 

46 

249 
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hearing. as well as all relevant information available within the Government, and 
digests of confidential data and "peril point" findings prepared by the Tariff Com
mission on items under consideration were considered. Digests were prepared by 
the Departments of Commerce, Agriculture, and Interior on items for which the 
United States sought to obtain concessions. This material was studied first by in
terdepartmental subcommittees, then by the Committee on Trade Agreements, 
which formulated recommendations to the President at every stage of the prepara
tions. No concession was offered without the President's approval, and the over
all results were also subject to his approval. 

The Department of the Interior participated in the preparation for these negotia
tions. Harry M. Shooshan, International Activities Assistant, Technical Review 
Staff, represented the Department of the Interior at the tariff negotiating conference, 
as well as on the Committee for Reciprocity Information and Trade Agreements 
Committee deliberations. 

The nongovernmental advisers assigned by the President to attend the delibera
tions at the Geneva conference reported as follows to the President: "Having had 
an opportunity to observe at first hand the tariff negotiations now drawing to a con
clusion at Geneva, we are happy to report to you that the interests of our country 
have been well served. We have been greatly impressed by the competence of the 
career men from the nine departments and agencies of the Government who have 
handled these important negotiations. The members of the Trade Agreements C om
mittee, particularly, have worked long hours for many months with a high degreee 
of concentration and effort. 

"We were particularly impressed with the unfailing concern of our negotiators 
to advance the broad interests of the United States. By no stretch of the imagina
tion could the tariff negotiations, as we observed them, be called a give-away pro
gram. The entire program is, of course, based upon reciprocal concessions, and 
we found our negotiating teams and the Trade Agreements Committee to be bargain
ing in what seemed to us to be the best Yankee tradition. They insisted on obtain
ing concessions of full value for each concession made by the United States. There 
is great need for a better public knowledge of these facts. II 

TARIFF CONCESSIONS OBTAINED BY THE UNITED STATES 
IN DIREC T NEGOTIA TlONS 

In direct negotiations, the United States obtained from other countries conces
sions in their duties for certain fishery export commodities. These include various 
forms of shrimp, salmon, and oysters. Tariff concessions obtained by the United 
States from other countries were also s cheduled to go into effect on June 20, 1956 . 

BENELUX CONCESSIONS ON MENHADEN OIL AND CANNED SALMON: A 
duty-free binding was obtained for menhaden oil~his product is also exempt from 
Netherlands monoply fees or corresponding Belgian-Luxembourg charges if im
ported for further processing. Benelux imports from the United States in 1954 were 
valued at $1, 710, 000. 

The duty on canned salmon has been suspended for some time. The reduction 
in the statutory rate of duty from 20 to 15 percent was obtained. This provides that 
should the suspension of duty be lifted, the duty would revert tb the 15-percent rate, 
rather than the higher rate. 

CANADA IN CONCESSIONS ON SHRIMP, OYSTERS. AND SPONGES: The Unit
e d States obtained direct tariff concessions from Canada which are of substantial 
value to the domestic shellfish industry. These negotiations resulted in the elimi
Qation of the margin between the preferential rates applying to countries of the 
British Commonwealth and those to the United States. 
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Duties were e liminated on shelled oysters and reduced on fresh, frozen, and 
canned shrimp. Canadian imports from the United States in these shellfish items 
totaled $2, 519, 000 .in 1954. On fresh or frozen shrimp, the duty was reduced from 
12i percent to 10 percent ad valorem. According to United States export statistics, 
shipments of this produ ct to Canada were valued at $642,000 in 1954 and $888,000 
in 1955. On canned shrimp, for which United States export trade to Canada amount
ed to $1, 188,000 in 1954 and $1, 875,000 in 1955, the duties were cut from 15 to 10 
percent. 

Reductions were also negotiated in the duties on prepared and preserved and 
peeled and deveined shrimp. In the former case, the concession lowered the duty 
from 22i percent to 10 percent, and in the latter from 17i percent to 10 percent. 
Data on these products are not separately shown in the foreign trade statistics. 

Duties on prepared and preserved oysters were reduced from 22i percent to 
15 percent. The duty of 5 cents a gallon on oysters shucked in bulk was eliminated 
as were the duties on shucked oysters in the can. The duties in the latter case were 
2i cents per can for cans not over 1 pint; 4i cents per can for cans over one pint 
and not over one quart; and 4i cents per can for cans exceeding one quart. The 
17i percent ad valorem duty on shucked and frozen oysters was also eliminated. 
United States oyster exports to Canada, which were valued at about $700,000 in 
1954, will likely be increased as a result of the reductions in the various duties. 

The Canadian import duty on marine sponges was reduced from 12i percent to 
free status. . 

JAPANESE CONCESSION ON SHRIMP AND LOBSTERS: Japan's participation 
in the 1956 tariff negotiations at Geneva came e ight months after the completion of 
the 1955 negotiations. In the postwar years, Japan conSistently has purchased more 
merchandise from the United States than it has sold. This imbalance has been de
frayed in large measure by special dollar earnings resulting from the expenditures 
by and for the United States Armed Forces in Japan. When these special dollar 
earnings cease, Japan will have to find other sources to compensate for them. In 
the interest of conserving foreign exchange for the purchase of essential commodi
ties, Japan has exercised strict trade and exchange controls. In 1955, Japan's 
trade picture improved somewhat and the deficit in trade with the United States was 
reduced. As a result of this improvement, Japan partially relaxed some of its ex
c hange restrictions. 

The rate of duty for shrimp, prawn, and lobsters, fresh, chilled, or frozen 
was reduced from 10 percent to 5 percent ad valorem. Japanese imports of these 
products from the United States in 1954 totaled about $11, 000. 

NORWEGI.A..~ CONCESSION ON CANNED AND SALTED SALMON: Norway 
granted a reduction of about 16 percent in its rate on canned salmon and salted 
salmon. The duty was reduced from 0 . 30 crowns per kilogram to 0.25 crowns. 
United States exports of salted salmon to Norway amounted to $3,000 in 1954. 
Trade in this item has been hampered by import restrictions but efforts are under 
way to seek liberalization. No trade was reported in 1955. Norway did not import 
canned salmon from the United States in 1954 and 1955. 

UNITED KINGDOM CONCESSION ON CANNED SHRIMP: The United Kingdom 
granted a concession on canned shrimp (a reduction of 25 percent, from a duty of 
10 percent ad valorem to 7i percent). United States exports of canned shrimp to 
that country in 1955 were valued at $6,000. Trade in this item has been subjectto 
import restrictions. 
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TARIFF CONCESSIONS GRANTED BY THE UNITED STATES 

Concessions were granted to Japan on certain fish and fish-liver oils. The 
principal concessions granted Norway consisted of reductions in the duty on canne<;l 
smoked sardines, crude sperm oil, and pearl essence. Our import duty on mild
cured salmon was reduced in negotiations with Canada. The United States duty on 
imports of swordfish and on canned bonito in brine were bound to Peru. The items 
negotiated with Peru were previously bound in trade negotiations with other coun
tries but were granted to Peru in this negotiation by direct concession. 

Our import-duty reductions will apply to imports into the United States from 
all free-world countries. The reductions will not apply to imports from the Soviet
dominated bloc. 

CERTAIN FISH OILS AND FISH-LIVER OILS. PAR. ~ 52, AND 1169: The 
oils included in the concessions made by the United States are chiefly fish-liver 
oils (except cod, cod-liver, and halibut-liver oil), whale oil. and crude sperm oil. 
Small quantities of viscera and body oils are included. The principal oils are those 
obtained from the livers of the shark. including dogfish. and from the livers of tuna, 
swordfish, and other miscellaneous types of fish. Herring. menhaden. and pilchard 
body oils are not included. 

Japan is the principal source of United States imports of fish-liver oils. United 
States total imports of the oils upon which concessions were made were valued at 
$2,188.000 in 1954 of which Japan supplied $2. 055. 000 . In 1955. imports were 
valued at $2.034,000 of which $1. 902,000 was supplied by Japan. 

Production of shark-liver oil has declined in the United States from $937.000 
in 1950 to $298, 000 in 1954. Production of other fish-live r oils has also declined 
but their combined value probably well exceeds the value of the production of shark
liver oils. These natural vitamin oils also encounter sharp competition from syn
thetic vitamins. 

PEARL ESSENCE. PAR . .§..§.: Our rate of duty on pearl essence was reduced 
from 12f percent to 11 percent in negotiations with Norway. United States imports 
of this product from all countries in 1954 totaled $347.000 and $250, 000 in 1955. 

PICKLED OR SALTED SALMON. PAR. 719: The United States granted a con
cession to Canada which will reduce the duty on canned mild-cured salmon from 10 
percent ad valorem to 8t percent. United States imparts during 1954 had a value 
of $68, 000 and during 1955 of $41,000. 

SMOKED SARDINES: 

In oil or in oil and other substances, neither skinned nor boned; valued 
~.!: 30 cents per pound, including weight of immediate container Par. 
718{~): Our rate of duty on smoked sardines, in oil or in oil and other 
substances neither skinned nor boned, valued over 30 cents per pound, in
cluding weight of immediate containers was reduced from 15 percent ad 
valorem to 12t percent ad valorem in the negotiations with Norway. This 
concession is a part of an import classification which included Similarly 
prepared sardines valued over 23 cents a pound. No concession was grant
ed on the value bracket over 23 cents but not over 30 cents a pound. Nor
way has been the principal source of imports of the grade of sardines upon 
which the concession was made. United States total imports amounted to 
an estimated $3. 5 million in 1954. and $4.5 million in 1955. 

Domestic production of smoked sardines, comparable to the types im
ported (valued at over 30 cents a pound) is estimated as less than $15. 000 
annually. 
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In oil or in oil and other substances, neither skinned nor boned; valued 
over 18 cents per pound, but not over ~ cents including weight of immedi
ate container: Our rate of duty on these products was also reduced. This 
merely provides for a similar rate of duty for smoked sardines valued over 
30 cents a pound. The rate of duty on smoked sardines between 23 and 30 
cents a pound was not changed by the negotiations and remains at 15 per
cent ad valorem. United States total imports of items coming within this 
class on which the concession was granted were valued at $116, 000 in 1954 
and $54, 000 in 1955. 

"OTHER FISH" IN OIL OR IN OIL AND OTHER SUBSTANCES, VALUED OVER 
~ CENTS PER----pQUND: OurduiY on these products was reduced by a concession to 
Denmark, primarily to benefit imports of canned sprats which are in certain cases 
classifiable under this tariff item. United States total imports of these products in 
1954 were valued at about $150, 000; in 1955 these imports were valued at $83,000. 

"OTHER HERRING", NOT IN OIL OR IN OIL AND OTHER SUBSTANCES, IN 
AIR-TIGHT CONTAINERS. WEfG:EfiNG WiTH CONTENTS NOT OVER 15 POUNDS 
EACH: Our. duty for these products was reduced in a concession to Norway. This 
item includes such products as canned herring snacks, tidbits, rolimops, and 
sprats not in oil or other substances. United States total imports of these products 
in 1954 were valued at $1, 971, 000, and in 1955 at $2,022,000 . 

NO CONCESSIONS GRANTED ON CERTAIN LISTED ITEMS 

A number of items listed for consideration for possible reduction of import 
duty were not subject to concessions. In some instances, no basis was found for 
granting concession; in others, peril-point findings precluded granting a conc ession. 
Among the items listed for public hearing on which no conce ssions were granted 
were sodium alginate, fish livers, refined sperm oil, fresh-water fish fillets, fresh 
or frozen sablefish, canned mackerel and jack mackerel, fish hooks, nylon gill-net
ting, pearl or shell button blanks, and natural pearls. 

TARIFF CHANGES ON FISHERY ITEMS RESULTING FROM 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN OTHER COUNTRIES 

Many of the benefits derived from bindings or reductions of rates of duty which 
were negotiated between other countries will accrue to United States products ex
ported to the country granting the concession. As a result of the "most -favored
n ation" provision of the agreement, concessions granted by one party to anyone of 
t he others automatically are extended to all countries participating in the GATT. 

Concessions made by other countries of interest to United States fishery indus
tries included the following: 

Canada - prepared or preserved mussels; fish hooks. 

Norway - nylon fish nets. 

United Kingdom - fish meal, fish hooks. fish-cutting machines. caragheen 
extracts. 

Italy - dried cod and haddock, canned salmon. fish hooks. 

West Germany - fish fillets. oysters, canned salmon, small herring, pre
pared or preserved lobster. 
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Principal fishery items included in the negotiations betw:> n oth r ountn 
which are of interest to United States fish ry interests are list d in abl 3. 

8rl", (C'mmodJlIl>_ •• _"_' .. _,o_. ___ -t-_.,..o&=""'-___ td~Jt.l!'~+-

IU It_I" 

WI'I&J. 1n •• I, 'ur II ...... ,'11.".111'11, In the fe.hoc 01 "'-r 
Wl.rln, .l.nU'l)w or In lJ'aa ma""'a't\lrp c,( 'to",. lor .. th 
purpo.... ..,."" 

MII ••• 'a, P"'.PaTed or pr ••• rv" .!.:ri p.r t"n 
.. ~~-.o-p-. ----- 10 prrropni 

P'jllh h<><)u ••••• 

F,ab proce •• ln( m ... hln •• , aklnnlne. ruttU'lC. o~nln •• 
ap1nu",. allc:lnc. and cutHn. machl"""., h..ad • tal..l ~ 
and bone- r-e.mo"'na; machin.. • • 

C."a''''f'n I'~r.cl. ,--. -.-. -.-: --

, porrcanl MI ",aJorlfta but 
DO' I ... U'lJr,III Ill' J OOp., Il, 

10 p.o'" "nt 

to pt'rctonl 

!.2.t ptrcerrt 

10 ptorr .. nt 

I,~----~-----------------

O. n ,wrdu p.or k.c:. 
:10 ~r<:l'nt ad vaJor.1lI 

"'Ih.. at.mply .alt~. drted or .moll"d.: cod!tah (baccalA.) 
or IlmUa" fiatt (haddoek, IrJlppflah • .tocldtah) 

Prt'pared or pre."rv~ ttah: In .ITH,M cOnl alner, 
SlII.lmon (canned) •• •• 

Ft.n, cooked or .moUd, I.n eeu('II', m.)'on~tee, re 
moulede or 10 oon- jelly Inc liquid. • • .. .•• • 

K!ppt'red herr!.,. (.aJted or .molted herrll\f wilhoul ..". 
addiltonJ In alrt\ChI ('ootatner. (cann&<!) • 

14 !"rc.t'II 

12 ~rc.nt 

uo achLl.ll",.pu100 q' 

UO .chUltfll'p.-r 100 qa 

OloJ 

16 .. 

13 

Note: Complete date on all tariff items negotiated in 1956 tariff negotiations and related information arc contamcd lfl th e 
U. S. Department of State publications for sale by Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Prmtlfl6 oiflC , Wash
ington 25. D. C. 

1. ~eneral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade--Analysis ~ United States ew>tiatIOns--SL'<th Protocol ~ Suppl m tary 
ConcessIOns, Geneva, 1956 (State Department Publication No. G348,C;ommercial Policy Senes '0. 158), l. 

.2 . ~ Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, Schedule XX (State Departtnent PublicatIOn G362, Commercial Policy 
Senes 159), 60 cents. 

~-L 
SHRIMP--A FAVORITE AMERICAN FOOD 

The glamorous shrimp continues to win favor with Americans. 

Statistics released here April 18, 1956, by the Shrimp Asso 1 100 of th> 
Americas in connection with the Eleventh Annual Convention of th ahonal 
Fisheries Institute at Miami Beach, Fla., show that the Unit d States 1 now 
consuming more than 350 million pounds (heads on) of shrimp a year, valu d 
at $225 million ex-vessel, an increase of about ten percent a y ar. 

11 Americans are now consuming shrimp at the rate of two pounds p r 
ita, " Mannx Sanchez, Brownsville, Tex., president of the Shrimp ASSOCI 
declared. 'Our shrimp products, once classified chiefly in th cocktaIl 
gory, are rapidly moving into the main-dish area on Americans' menus. 

"Sales in 1955 reached an all-time high and Shl imp is now th 1 rg st Bln

gl fish product in dollar volume of sales. " 

Frozen shrimp for the first time ook a lead over f 
in consumer sales. The frozen product sales ros" 21 p r nt 
year. Froz n shrimp now ac ounts for 54 p rcen of he otal s 
volume. 

Shrimp onsumption in 1955 was 356.1 million pound 
par d to 325.1 million pounds in 1954. Frozen shrunp con ump on In 1 55 
wa 191 million pounds (heads on) as compared 0 157.6 mIllIon pound 10 

D me h~ produ tion account d for appro -imatel' thre -four hs f h 
Imp rts for about on -fourth. 


