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JAPANESE USE WATER SPRAY TO ATTRACT TUNA
FOR POLE-AND-LINE FISHING

The Japanese use a water-spray system to attract tuna to the vessel when
they are fishing a school of tuna with pole and line.

This spray system asdeveloped by the Japanese consists of a power-driven
pump which supplies a constant flow of sea water to a number of spray outlets,
situated at ¥ to 4-foot intervals along the walk from which the fishing is done. In
Japan, a 125-gross-ton vessel will have one or two centrifugal pumps with 4- to
5-inch intakes. These deliver water into one or two header pipes, depending on
whether fishing is done from one or both sides of the vessel. A distributing pipe
is laid along the fishing walk. The water pressure is low, and a gentle spray falls
between 6 and 18 feet from the hull of the vessel, forming a ruffled band which
will be from 4 to 8 feet wide. It is assumed that the ruffling of the surface wa-
ter hides the vessel and the fishermen from the fish. Also, the tuna demonstrate
a ""feeding frenzy' which may be heightened by the spray system.

Although the actual value of the method is difficull to determine, its com-
mercial use where pole-and-line fishing for tuna takes place (Japan, Hawaii,
Eastern Pacific Ocean, and Cuba) shows clearly that fishermen are thoroughly
convinced that it is useful. This method is used only for fishing tuna with pole
and line.
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